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APPLICATION FOR ACCOBAMS PARTNERSHIP 
 

On September 2nd, 2025, the ACCOBAMS Secretariat received an application request from the Jonian Dolphin 

Conservation ETS for the granting of the ACCOBAMS Partnership. 

The Jonian Dolphin Conservation ETS, is represented by M. Vittorio Pollazzon, who in the capacity of President 

presented the partnership application to ACCOBAMS Secretariat for approval by the 9th Meeting of the Parties.  

 
According to the procedure in Resolution 7.9, the ACCOBAMS Secretariat submitted the application form and all 
relevant documents to the Italian National Focal Point for advice.  
 
 
The advice received from Mrs. Cristina FARCHI, Italian National Focal Point is as follows:  

“Further to your request for advice concerning the matter in subject and following an internal consultation at this Ministry, I am 
pleased to inform you that we have no elements which may hinder the request for partnership. 
However, since my office never had contacts with such Organization and it is clear from their website that, besides scientific 
research and educational programmes, whale watching activities are regularly carried out,  we consider appropriate for the 
Secretariat to approach them in order to verify whether such activities are performed in accordance with the guidelines for 
commercial cetacean-watching in the ACCOBAMS area, as reported in Annex of Resolution 4.7.” 

 

 

Following the recommendation of the Italian National Focal Point, the Secretariat sent an email to the Jonian Dolphin 

Conservation ETS enquiring whether whale watching activities were performed according to the Guidelines annexed 

to Resolution 4.7. Below is their answer: 

 

“In response to the request for clarification, we would like to confirm that Jonian Dolphin Conservation ETS does not conduct 

commercial whale-watching activities. Our operations are strictly scientific and educational, carried out within the framework 

of research, citizen-science, and environmental education programmes. 

The participants involved in our activities are members of the association, university students and interns, or school groups taking 

part in field training or research projects. These activities are non-commercial and are designed exclusively to support scientific 

data collection, conservation awareness, and educational outreach. 

Thanks to this ongoing effort, we have published over 60 scientific articles in national and international journals, contributing 

significantly to filling knowledge gaps on cetacean populations in the region. 

Since the beginning of our research work in 2009, and considering that in Italy there is no national authority formally designated 

to issue authorizations for whale-watching or cetacean observation activities, we have nevertheless taken proactive steps to 

ensure full transparency and compliance. At the start of our operations, all information regarding our research area, the type of 

vessels used, and the nature of our activities was officially submitted to the Italian Coast Guard (Capitaneria di Porto), which 

was duly informed of our ongoing monitoring programmes and scientific objectives. 

All fieldwork follows a standardized scientific protocol developed and approved by the JDC Scientific Committee, which 

includes Prof. Roberto Carlucci, Full Professor of Ecology at the University of Bari and specialist in cetacean ecology and 

conservation, and Dr. Rosalia Maglietta, researcher at the National Research Council (CNR–STIIMA), expert in artificial intelligence 

applied to photo-identification and acoustic monitoring. 

This protocol ensures that all observations are conducted in full compliance with the ACCOBAMS guidelines for cetacean 

observation (as set out in the Annex to Resolution 4.7) and is designed to minimize disturbance to animals, maintain safe approach 

distances, and comply with all relevant ethical and legal standards. Moreover, our staff includes MMO and PAM operators trained 

and certified under ACCOBAMS standards, with extensive experience in both field monitoring and professional training, ensuring 

full alignment with the objectives of the Agreement. 

We remain fully committed to ensuring that all our research and educational activities are consistent with the principles and 

objectives of ACCOBAMS, and we would be pleased to provide any additional documentation or methodological details that may 

assist in the evaluation of our application.” 
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The required paperwork to apply for the status of ACCOBAMS Partner is annexed to this document, and includes: 

• The Jonian Dolphin Conservation ETS Application form 

• The Jonian Dolphin Conservation ETS supporting note for its application 

• Rules and Commitments of ACCOBAMS Partners duly signed 

• The Jonian Dolphin Conservation ETS Legal Status 

• Curriculum Vitae of the Jonian Dolphin Conservation ETS representative, M. Vittorio Pollazzon. 
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JONIAN DOLPHIN CONSERVATION ETS APPLICATION FORM
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JONIAN DOLPHIN CONSERVATION ETS SUPPORTING NOTE
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RULES AND COMMITMENTS OF ACCOBAMS PARTNERS 
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JONIAN DOLPHIN CONSERVATION ETS LEGAL STATUS
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CURRICULUM VITAE M. VITTORIO POLLAZZON
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