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PANELS OF EXPERTS FOR THE FOLLOW UP COMMITTEE 

PANELS D’EXPERTS POUR LE COMITE DE SUIVI DES OBLIGATIONS 

 

 
EXPERTS FROM PARTIES 

Since one full-term member has been elected in 2019 by the Parties, his term will finish at the end of MOP9.  
Parties will be asked to elect by secret ballots 1 full-term member as well as an alternate member from candidates 
proposed by Parties. 
 
 

EXPERTS PARMI LES PARTIES 
Étant donné qu’un membre avec un mandat complet a été élu en 2019 par les Parties, son mandat s’arrête à la fin de 
la MOP9. 
Les Parties seront invitées à élire à bulletin secret 1 membre avec un mandat complet ainsi qu’un membre suppléant 
parmi les candidats proposés par les Parties : 
 

PARTIES Proposed candidates / Candidats proposés 

ALBANIA / ALBANIE - 

ALGERIA / ALGERIE - 

BULGARIA /BULGARIE - 

CROATIA / CROATIE - 

CYPRUS / CHYPRE - 

EGYPT / EGYPTE - 

FRANCE / FRANCE Benjamin GUICHARD - Curriculum vitae 

GEORGIA / GEORGIE Tornike ZAUTASHVILI - Curriculum vitae 

GREECE / GRECE - 

ITALY / ITALIE - 

LEBANON / LIBAN - 

LIBYA / LIBYE - 

MALTA / MALTE Marie Therese GAMBIN - Curriculum vitae 

MONACO / MONACO  - 

MOROCCO / MAROC Imane TAI - Curriculum vitae 

MONTENEGRO / MONTENEGRO - 

PORTUGAL / PORTUGAL - 

ROMANIA / ROUMANIE - 

SLOVENIA / SLOVENIE - 

SPAIN / ESPAGNE - 

SYRIA / SYRIE - 

TUNISIA / TUNISIE - 

TÜRKIYE / TÜRKIYE - 

UKRAINE / UKRAINE - 
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EXPERTS FROM PARTNERS 

Since one full-term member has been elected in 2019 by the Partners, his term will finish at the end of MOP9.  

Partners will be asked to elect by secret ballots 1 full-term member from candidates proposed by Partners: 

 

 

EXPERTS PARMI LES PARTENAIRES 

Étant donné qu’un membre avec un mandat complet a été élu en 2019 par les Partenaires, son mandat s’arrête à la 

fin de la MOP9. 

Les Partenaires seront invités à élire à bulletin secret 1 membre avec un mandat complet parmi les candidats proposés 

par les Partenaires : 

 

PARTNERS / PARTENAIRES Proposed candidates / Candidats proposés 

Green Balkans NGO Dimitar POPOV - Curriculum vitae 
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Benjamin GUICHARD - Curriculum vitae 
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Tornike ZAUTASHVILI - Curriculum vitae 
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Marie Therese GAMBIN - Curriculum vitae 
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Imane TAI - Curriculum vitae 
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Dimitar POPOV - Curriculum vitae 

 

1. Family name:  Popov 

2. First names:  Dimitar Vasilev 

3. Date of birth:  28 January 1978 – Plovdiv 

4. Nationality:  Bulgarian  

5. Civil status:  Single  

6. Home address: 18 Kukush str., Ap. 18, Plovdiv 4004, Bulgaria 

7. Contact numbers: Mobile: +359 885108712 

                       e-mail address: dpopov@greenbalkans.org  

   

8. Education:  PhD in Zoology  

Institution 

[ Date from - Date to ] 
Degree(s) or Diploma(s) obtained: 

Plovdiv University “Paisiy Hilendarski” 

2020 - 2023 
PhD in Zoology 

Plovdiv University “Paisiy Hilendarski” 

2011 - 2013 
Master in Ecology 

Plovdiv University “Paisiy Hilendarski” 

1998 - 2003 
Bachelor in Economics 

School of Commerce Plovdiv 

1992–1996 

Secondary School education, 

economics and accountancy  

9. Language skills: Indicate competence on a scale of 1 to 5 (1 - excellent; 5 - basic) 

Language Reading Speaking Writing 

Russian 2 2 3 

English 1 1 1 

German 3  5 5 

Bulgarian – mother tongue    

 

10. Key qualifications and skills:    

• Computer skills – MS Office, Internet, Distance, SPSS, QGIS 

• Team Work 

• ACCOBAMS HQ MMO/PAM certificate 

• Experience in field surveys of cetaceans: distance sampling vessel and aerial surveys, bycatch 

monitoring, pinger trials, FPOD deployment, and download 

• Project management and implementation  

• Work with local communities and authorities  

• Good knowledge of environmental issues and challenges facing EU accession of Eastern and Central 

European countries  

mailto:dpopov@greenbalkans.org
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• Work with the business sector 

• Experience in NGO development 

• Experience in wetland visitor centre development and management 

• Organizing workshops, seminars, and training events  

• Expertise in biodiversity field surveys 

• Clean current driving license 

• Member of ACCOBAMS Scientific Committee 2022 – 2025 

• Member of the European Cetacean Society Council 2022 - 2026 

 

11. Years within the Green Balkans NGO: 19 

12. Additional qualifications and experience: 

2023  "Salt marshes for today and tomorrow" - Restitution seminar about LIFE Sallina project, 

March 7-9, 2023 

 

2022-2026 European Cetacean Society Council member – web editor  

 

2022  4th Adriatic Flyway conference, Zadar, Croatia. Organisations: Croatian Society for 

Birds and Nature Protection and EuroNatur, Germany 

 

2022  ASI Data Analysis Workshop Eastern Mediterranean. Organisation: ACCOBAMS 

Secretariat 

 

2021  Important Marine Mammal Areas in the Black and Caspian Sea. Organisation: IUCN 

SSC-WCPA Marine Mammal Protected Areas Task Force 

  

2020  Workshop on analysis and threshold values based on CeNoBS cetacean aerial survey in 

the Black Sea. Organisations: ACCOBAMS Secretariat and Mare Nostrum NGO, France 

 

2019  Photo-identification and GIS workshop. Organisation: ACCOBAMS Secretariat 

 

2019  Training on aerial surveys in the Black Sea within CeNoBS project. Organisations: 

ACCOBAMS Secretariat and Mare Nostrum NGO, France 

 

2018  Training ”ACCOBAMS Highly Qualified MMOs/PAM operators”. Organisations: 

ACCOBAMS Secretariat and Mare Nostrum NGO, Romania. 

 

2018  HUET training. Organisation: CeroNav, Romania. 

 

2018  Training on aerial surveys of marine megafauna. Organisations: ACCOBAMS 

Secretariat and Observatoire PELAGIS, University of La Rochelle, France 

 

2018  Joint ACCOBAMS/ASCOBANS/SPA-RAC Workshop on marine debris and cetacean 

stranding. Organisation: ACCOBAMS Secretariat, Monaco. 

 

2018  3rd Adriatic Flyway conference, Fruska Gora NP, Serbia. Organisations: 

BPSSS/BirdLife Serbia and EuroNatur, Germany  

 

2017  Training in Cetaceans necropsy. Organisation: University of Liege. 
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2017  Workshop “Inputs to the ACCOBAMS ongoing effort to map human threats on 

cetaceans in the Mediterranean and Black Seas”. Organisation: ACCOBAMS Secretariat, Monaco. 

 

2016  Training in Cetaceans life studies and estimation of abundance and density by prof. 

Hammond, SMRU, University of St. Andrews, Scotland – Organisation: Mare Nostrum NGO, Romania 

 

2016  8th Pan-European Conference on the European Green Belt. Organisation: EuroNatur 

Foundation and BUND, Germany. 

 

2016  Workshop on development of MMO criteria for ACCOBAMS area. Organisation: 

ACCOBAMS Secretariat, Monaco. 
 

2015  Regional workshop for the Eastern Mediterranean and Black Sea. Organisation: 

ACCOBAMS Secretariat, Monaco. 
 

2015-2023 Annual Conference of ECS. Organisation: European Cetacean Society. 
 

2015  Workshop on improvement of communication and collaboration at ACCOBAMS area. 

Organisation: ACCOBAMS Secretariat, Monaco.  

 

2015  7th Pan-European Conference on the European Green Belt. Organisation: EuroNatur 

Foundation and BUND, Germany. 

 

2014  8th European Ramsar Convention Meeting. Organisation: Ramsar Convention on 

Wetlands Secretariat.  

 

2014   Workshop on live cetacean strandings. Organisation: ACCOBAMS Secretariat, 

Monaco. 
 

2014  Workshop for ACCOBAMS Partners. Organisation: ACCOBAMS Secretariat, 

Monaco. 
 

2014  9th meeting of ACCOBAMs Scientific committee. Organisation: ACCOBAMS 

Secretariat, Monaco. 

 

2014  Training on executing vessel survey of cetaceans by distance sampling line transect 

methodology. Organisation: Geomarine Ltd, Bulgaria; LGL, Canada 

 

2013  Training on executing aerial survey of cetaceans by distance sampling line transect 

methodology. Organisation: MEP, UK  

 

2012  Practical training on Cetaceans necropsy. Organisation: MOEW, IFR – Varna. 

 

2012  Practical training seminar «Training on the Cetaceans Photo-identification». 

Organisation: Mare Nostrum, Romania. 

 

2012  6th Pan-European Conference on the European Green Belt. Organisation: EuroNatur 

Foundation and BUND, Germany. 

 

2012  Co-organising 9th International meeting of European Stork Villages Network. 

Organisation: Belozem Community centre. 
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2010  Practical training seminar «Training on the Cetaceans Photo-identification». 

Organisation: Black Sea Council for Marine Mammals and Brema Laboratory, Ukraine. 

 

2010  Training seminar „Building up capacity and strengthening cooperation for the 

promotion of transboundary nature conservation along the SEE Green Belt“. Organisation: IUCN, SEE 

Office in Belgrade, Serbia. 

 

2010  International meeting of European Stork Villages Network – presenting project 

„Conservation of White storks in European Stork Village Belozem” and participation in joint proposal 

for project under INTERREG IVC. Organisation: Storch Schweiz, Switzerland. 

 

2009  Program for raising capacity of young experts in the field of nature conservation from 

Bulgaria and Romania in Germany (NATUREGIO). Organisation:  Norddeutsche Natur Akademie, 

Germany; 4-month course and training; 

 

2009  International conference of European Stork Villages Network. Organisation: Park 

Prirode Lonjsko Polje, Croatia. 

 

2008  Development of Black sea CSNs. Workshop at Pomorie, Bulgaria. Organisation: 

BSCMM, BREMA Laboratory. 

 

2008  International seminar on protected areas and Natura 2000 management and sources of 

funding. Organisation: Parco Delta del Po de Emilia-Romagna, Italy. 

 

2007  International workshop on conservation of Uluabat Lake, Turkey. Organisation: Nilufer 

Municicpaity, Bursa, Turkey. 

 

2005   International conference: "One Year of EU 25 - Conservation Policy Experience 

Regarding the 2nd Pillar of the CAP and Reform Prospects”. Organization: EURONATUR and Federal 

Ministry for Environment, Nature Conservation and Nuclear Safety /Germany; 

 

2005   II Workshop of Balkan Vulture Action Plan - Organization: MED/Macedonia, Black 

vulture conservation foundation/Spain and Frankfurt zoological society/Germany; 

 

2005   Training event “Environments for learning – Fund-raising opportunities and experience 

of ELF – Estonia”. Organization: ELF/Estonia, BTCV, United Kingdom 

 

2005   Training: “Fund-raising, Work with volunteers and local communities”. Organization: 

BTCV /United Kingdom; 

 

2005   International training seminar for establishment of NATURA 2000. Organization: 

CEIE/Bulgaria and International Agriculture Centre/Holland; 

 

2005   Information seminar: “Building capacities for sustainable management of lands in 

Bulgaria”: Ministry of Environment and Waters/Bulgaria; 

 

2005   Training in radio-telemetry. Organization: WWF/Greece; 

 

2004   International workshop “Conservation of vultures and fighting use of poisons”. 

Organization: Black vulture conservation foundation/Spain and Frankfurt zoological society/Germany; 

 

2004   Training “Management skills“. Organization: АCE HR service/Bulgaria; 
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2004   Training “Trading skills“. Organization: АCE HR service/Bulgaria; 

 

2003   International workshop: “European Investment bank and NGOs”. Organization: 

European Investment bank /Luxembourg; 

13. Papers and documents 

Popov, D. 2007. Tracking of radio-tagged Black Vultures (Aegypius monachus) in the Bulgarian Eastern 

Rhodopes. Technical Report for the year 2007. November 2007. Green Balkans, Plovdiv. 13 pp. 

Popov, D. Tracking of radio-tagged Black vultures (Aegypius monachus) in Bulgarian Eastern Rhodopes. 

Technical Report for the year 2006. January 2007. Green Balkans NGO, Plovdiv. 14 pp.  

Gradev, G., Matarranz V., Dobreva E., Popov D., Ivanov I., Klisurov I., Kmetova E., Vasilakis D. First 

results of the tracking of an Eastern Imperial Eagle (Aquila heliaca) tagged with a GPS/GSM transmitter 

in Bulgaria. Acta Zoological Bulgarica, 3, 2011: 15-20 

Popov, D., Kirov D., Zhelev P. Results from marking of Sandwich terns (Sterna sandvicensis) with colour 

rings and radio transmitters at Pomorie Lake. Acta zoological Bulgarica, Suppl. 4, 2012: 143-150 

Popov, D., 31.10.2012, “Pilot Cetaceans Photo-ID activities along Southern Bulgarian Black Sea coast”, 

Six-month report, Memorandum of Understanding № 01/2012 

Popov, D., 28.02.2013, “Pilot Cetaceans Photo-ID activities along Southern Bulgarian Black Sea coast”, 

Final report, Memorandum of Understanding № 01/2012 

Popov, D., Gradev G., Meshkova G. “Methodology for photo-identification of cetaceans along Bulgarian 

Black Sea coast”. Proposal to National Biodiversity Monitoring System coordinated by Environmental 

Executive Agency, Ministry of Environment and Water, Bulgaria. 2013  

Gradev, G., Popov D., Meshkova G., Mikhailov K. “Methodology for collection of data from stranded 

cetaceans along Bulgarian Black Sea coast”. Proposal to National Biodiversity Monitoring System 

coordinated by Environmental Executive Agency, Ministry of Environment and Water, Bulgaria. 2013  

Popov, D., Kirov D., Nikolov H. “Restoration of habitat for water birds at Pomorie Wetland Complex”. 

Poster at 8th European Ramsar Meeting, 20-24 October 2014, Kufstein, Austria.  

Öztürk A. A., Tonay A., Dede A., Danyer E., Aytemiz Danyer I., Popov D. “Unusual mass mortality of 

harbour porpoises on the coast of the western Black Sea (Bulgaria and Turkey) in summer 2016”. Poster 

at 31st Annual conference of European Cetacean Society 29 April – 3 May 2017, Middelfart, Denmark. 

Panayotova, M., Marinova V., Slavova K., Popov D. “Studying of the distribution and abundance of 

marine mammals in the Bulgarian Black Sea area by combination of visual and acoustic observations”. 

Proceedings of the Institute of Fishing Resources, Volume 28, 2017 

Popov, D. “Winter distribution of cetacean in Bulgarian Black Sea”. Poster at 32nd Annual Conference of 

European Cetacean Society, 6-10 April 2018, La Spezia, Italy. 

Popov, D. “Cetacean Stranding Network (CSN) in Bulgaria: Development and Results”. Poster at Joint 

ACCOBAMS/ASCOBANS/SPA-RAC Workshop on Marine Debris and Cetacean Stranding, 32nd 

Annual Conference of European Cetacean Society, La Spezia, Italy 2018. 

Popov, D. “Links of Sandwich terns (Thalasseus sandvicensis) from the Black Sea and Adriatic Sea”. In: 

Sackl P., Ružić M., Beermann I., Jovanović S. & Ferger S. W. (eds.), Adriatic Flyway – Bird Monitoring 

and Conservation Challenges on the Balkans. Bird Protection and Study Society of Serbia, Novi Sad; pp. 

114 – 129. 

Gladilina E., Baş A., Shpak O., Kryukova A., Popov D., Paiu M., Savenko O., Kopaliani N., Ninua L., 

Uludüz N., Vishnyakova K., Gol’din P. “Geographical variation of piebaldism in Black Sea bottlenose 

dolphins”. Poster at World Marine Mammals Conference, Barcelona, Spain 2019. 
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Panigada, S., Araujo H., Belmont J., Cañadas A., David L., Di-Méglio N., Dorémus G., Gonzalvo J., 

Holcer D., Laran S., Lauriano G., Le Ravallec C., Paiu M., Pierantonio N., Popov D., Ridoux V., Vázquez 

J.A. “The ACCOBAMS Survey Initiative: the first synoptic survey of the Mediterranean Sea”. Short talk 

at World Marine Mammals Conference, Barcelona, Spain 2019. 

Popov, D. Meshkova G., Hristova P., Miteva A., Ilieva T., Dimitrov H. 2020. “Pilot line transect surveys 

of cetaceans in a Bulgarian MPA – BG0001007 Strandzha SCI”. Acta zoological Bulgarica, Suppl. 15: 

243-248 

Popov, D. Meshkova G., Hristova P., Gradev G., Rusev D., Panayotova M., Dimitrov H. “Pingers as 

cetacean bycatch mitigation measure in Bulgarian turbot fishery”. 2020. Acta Zoologica Bulgarica, Suppl. 

15: 235-242 

Popov, D. Meshkova G., Hristova P., Miteva A., Ilieva T., Dimitrov H. “Line transect surveys of 

abundance and density of cetaceans in the marine area of the Bulgarian Natura 2000 BG0001001 

Ropotamo Site of Community Importance, Black Sea”. 2021. Acta Zoological Bulgarica, 73(2): 297-304 

Paiu, R.M., Panigada, S., Cañadas, A., Gol`din, P., Popov, D., David, L., Amaha Öztürk, A., Panayotova, 

M., Mirea-Cândea, M. 2021. Deliverable 2.2.2. Detailed Report on cetacean populations distribution and 

abundance in the Black Sea, including proposal for threshold values. CeNoBS project - contract No 

110661/2018/794677/SUB/ENV.C2. Constanta. 97 pages. 

CeNoBS, 2021. Detailed Report of the pilot(s) on bycatch monitoring, including recommendations to 

further develop D1C1 criterion. By Gol’din, P., Vishnyakova, K., Popov, D., Paiu, R.M., Tonay, A.M., 

Düzgüneş, E., Timofte, C., Meshkova, G., Panayotova, M., Amaha Öztürk, A. CeNoBS Project, 

Odesa,Ukraine, 52 pages. 

Popov, D. 2020. “Monitoring of cetaceans’ bycatch and testing pingers as mitigation measure in 

Bulgarian turbot fishery in the Black Sea”. Presentation at First meeting of the Joint 

ASCOBANS/ACCOBAMS Working group on Bycatch. Online, 10-11 February 2020 

Popov, D., Meshkova, G., Panayotova, M. 2021. “Monitoring of cetaceans’ bycatch and testing pingers 

as mitigation measure in Bulgarian turbot fishery in the Black Sea”. Presentation at GFCM Black Sea 

Working Group. Online on 29 July 2021. 

Popov, D. “Monitoring and mitigation of cetacean bycatch in Bulgarian waters”. Presentation at 14th 

Meeting of ACCOBAMS Scientific Committee. Monaco, 22-26 November 2021. 

Popov D., Meshkova G., Vishnyakova K., Ivanchikova J., Paiu M., Timofte C., Amaha Öztürk A., Tonay 

A. M., Dede A., Panayotova M., Düzgünes E. and Gol’din P. 2022. „Assessment of bycatch level for the 

Black Sea harbour porpoise in the light of new data on population abundance“. Short talk at 33rd Annual 

Conference of the European Cetacean Society. Ashdod, Israel, 5-7 April, 2022. 

Popov, D. “Monitoring the effectiveness of pingers in reducing cetacean bycatch in Bulgarian bottom set 

gillnets”. Presentation at International Bycatch Meeting. Malaga, Spain, 4-6 October, 2022. 

Giralt Paradell, O., Goh, T., Popov, D., Rogan, E., Jessopp, M. 2023. “Estimated mortality of the Highly 

Pathogenic Avian Influenza (HPAI) pandemic on Northern gannets (Morus bassanus) in southwest 

Ireland”. Biology Letters 19: 20230090; https://doi.org/10.1098/rsbl.2023.0090 

Popov, D., Panayotova, M., Bekova, R., Dimitrov, H., Meshkova, G. 2023. “Seasonal abundance, density 

and distribution of cetaceans in the Bulgarian Black Sea shelf in 2017”. Diversity 15(2), 229; 

https://doi.org/10.3390/d15020229 

Popov, D., Meshkova G, Vishnyakova K, Ivanchikova J, Paiu M, Timofte C, Amaha Öztürk A, Tonay 

AM, Dede A, Panayotova M, Düzgünes  ̧E and Gol’din P. 2023. “Assessment of the bycatch level for the 

Black Sea harbour porpoise in the light of new data on population abundance”. Front. Mar. Sci. 

10:1119983. doi: 10.3389/fmars.2023.1119983 

Mihova, S., Doncheva, V., Stefanova, K., Stefanova, E., Popov, D., Panayotova, M. 2023 “Plastic 

ingestion by Phocoena phocoena and Tursiops truncatus from the Black Sea”. In: Dobrinkova, N., 

https://doi.org/10.1098/rsbl.2023.0090
https://doi.org/10.3390/d15020229
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Nikolov, O. (Eds) Environmental Protection and Disaster Risks. EnviroRISKs 2022. Lecture Notes in 

Networks and Systems, Springer 638: 295–307. https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-031-26754-3_26 

Popov D., Meshkova G., Panayotova M., Dimitrov H. and Culik B. 2023. „Pinger trials to reduce bycatch 

in Bulgarian Black Sea turbot fishery“. Poster at 34rd Annual Conference of the European Cetacean 

Society. O Grove, Spain, 18-20 April 2023. 

Ivanchikova J., Tregenza N., Popov D., Meshkova G., Paiu M., Timofte C., Amaha Öztürk A., Tonay A. 

M., Dede A., Özsandıkçı U., Kopaliani N., Dekanoidze D., Gurielidze Z., Vishnyakova K., Hammond P., 

Gol’din P. “Seasonal and diel patterns in Black Sea harbour porpoise acoustic activity in 2020-2022”. 

Short talk at 34rd Annual Conference of the European Cetacean Society. O Grove, Spain, 18-20 April 

2023. 

Popov, D., Profirov, L., Kirov, D., Meshkova, G. 2023. “The birds of Pomorie Lake. Status and Checklist. 

Revised and updated second edition”. Green Balkans NGO, Plovdiv, 48 pages.  

Popov, D., Meshkova, G. 2023. “Monitoring and mitigation of cetaceans’ bycatch in Bulgarian turbot 

gillnet fishery”. Presentation during ICES Bycatch Working Group meeting, 20 September 2023. 

PhD thesis: Popov, D. 2023. “Abundance and distribution of cetaceans (Cetacea) in Bulgarian territorial 

waters of the Black Sea”. Plovdiv University “Paisii Hilendarski”, Biology Faculty, Zoology Department, 

334 pp. 

Popov, D., & Meshkova, G. 2023. “Conservation and restoration of Pomorie coastal lagoon, Bulgaria”. 

Larus, vol. 58: 25-36.  

Popov, D., Panayotova M., Meshkova G., Klisurova, H., Dimitrov H. “Where do cetaceans spend their 

summers in the Bulgarian Black Sea?” 2024. Acta Zool. Bulg., Suppl. 20: 173-184. 

Popov, D., Meshkova, G., Kirova, I., Klisurov, I. 2024. “Conservation measures and dynamics of 

breeding birds in Pomorie Lake for the period 2021-2023”. Acta Zool. Bulg., Suppl. 20: 137-147.   

Paiu, R. M., Cañadas, A., Dede, A., Meshkova, G., Murariu, D., Amaha Ozturk, A., Popov, D., Tonay, 

A. M., Timofte, C., Kopaliani, N., Gol’din, P., Panigada, S. 2024. “Density and abundance estimates of 

cetaceans in the Black Sea through aerial surveys (ASI/CeNoBS)”. Frontiers in Marine Science, vol. 11, 

doi.org/10.3389/fmars.2024.1248950   

Popov, D., & Meshkova, G. 2024. “Cetacean strandings along the Bulgarian coast of the Black Sea in 

2010–2022”. Oceans, Vol. 5, No. 3: 429-441. 

Popov, D., & Meshkova, G. 2025. “Cetaceans as ambassadors of ocean literacy in the Black Sea”. Poster 

at 36th Annual Conference of the European Cetacean Society. Ponta Delgada, Azores, Portugal, 14-16 

May 2025. 

 

14. Professional experience: 

https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-031-26754-3_26
https://doi.org/10.3389/fmars.2024.1248950
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Date from - 

Date to 
Organisation Position Description 

2024-now 

Green Balkans 

– Stara Zagora 

NGO 

Project 

coordinator, EOL 

Environmental and ocean literacy in 

the Black Sea project. Development of 

a manual for ocean literacy, organizing 

trainings of trainers, dissemination 

training for young adults, and public 

authorities representatives. 

2023-now 
Green Balkans 

NGO 

Project 

coordinator of the 

“Red-breasted 

goose project” 

Conducting monitoring of wintering 

geese in Bulgaria and threats to these; 

trapping and tagging with GPS/GSM 

tags of geese and other water birds, 

telemetry study of migration. 

2024 
Air Perigord, 

France 
Cruise Leader 

Cruise leader of ICCAT aerial survey 

for Bluefin tuna in the Balearic waters 

of the Mediterranean Sea 

2020-now 
Green Balkans 

NGO 

BlackCeTrends 

coordinator for 

Bulgaria 

Passive Acoustic Monitoring project 

for the Black Sea by deploying FPODs 

(4 in each state) in 5 states: Ukraine, 

Romania, Bulgaria, Turkey, and 

Georgia. Organizing deployment and 

regular maintenance, and download of 

data. Sharing data with other partners 

in the project and supporting analysis 

and paper preparation. Basic analysis 

on the presence of cetaceans in the four 

stations. 

2023-2024 
Green Balkans 

NGO 
Bycatch observer 

Conducting trials of PAL pingers 

within the GFCM CetaByM project.  

2020-2023 
Green Balkans 

NGO 
Project manager 

Project manager of LIFE19 

NAT/BG/000804 LIFE FOR 

POMORIE LAGOON project 

2022-2023 

Action Air 

Communicatio

n, France 

Observer 

Participation of marine megafauna 

aerial surveys within OBSERVE 

project in Irish EEZ. 

2022 
Green Balkans 

NGO 
Project manager 

Monitoring of seabirds as part of 

Decriptor 1,4 of EU MSFD under 

contract with Black Sea Basin 

Directorate, Varna. 

2020-2021 
Green Balkans 

NGO 
Project manager 

Monitoring and mitigation of 

cetaceans’ bycatch in Bulgarian 

waters: conducting trials of FO and 

PAL pingers as mitigation measure. 

2021 
Green Balkans 

NGO 
Project manager 

Monitoring of seabirds as part of 

Decriptor 1,4 of EU MSFD under 

contract with Black Sea Basin 

Directorate, Varna. 

2021 
ANS 

Consulting 
Expert 

National Action Plan for conservation 

of cetaceans in Bulgaria 

2021 IO-BAS Expert 

Developing updated assessment of 

Descriptor 1: Biodiversity – Sea birds 

in national report under MSFD 
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2020 
Green Balkans 

NGO 
Project manager 

Monitoring of seabirds as part of 

Decriptor 1,4 of EU MSFD under 

contract with Black Sea Basin 

Directorate, Varna. 

2019 
Green Balkans 

NGO 
Project manager 

Monitoring and mitigation of 

cetaceans’ bycatch in Bulgarian 

waters.  

2019 
Green Balkans 

NGO 

Aerial survey 

Team Leader 

Leading a team during CeNoBS aerial 

survey of cetaceans in the Black Sea  

2019 
Green Balkans 

NGO 
Project manager 

Managing project related to cetacean 

studies and conservation: pilot use of 

pingers for reduction of Harbour 

porpoise bycatch in turbot fishery; 

coordinating activities of Green 

Balkans NGO as partner in CeNoBS 

project funded by DG ENV of EC and 

aiming to improve coordination and 

monitoring programs for cetaceans and 

noise related to EU MSFD. 

2018 
ACCOBAMS 

Secretariat 

Aerial observer 

and Team Leader 

Participation in ACCOBAMS Survey 

Initiative (ASI) – basin-wide survey of 

the Mediterranean Sea in summer 2018 

as aerial observer for the blocks around 

Cyprus and Team leader for blocks 

around Crete and Rhodes. 

2017-2023 
Green Balkans 

NGO 
Project manager 

Organizing and conducting vessel 

surveys in Bulgarian territorial waters 

for estimation of abundance, density 

and distribution of cetaceans. 10 

surveys have been completed and 

obtained results reported to funder 

OceanCare. 

2018 
Green Balkans 

NGO 
Project manager 

Monitoring of seabirds as part of 

Decriptor 1,4 of EU MSFD under 

contract with Black Sea Basin 

Directorate, Varna. 

2018 
WWF 

Bulgaria 

Field expert-

ornithologist 

Bird surveys for species listed in 

national manual for identification of 

High conservation value forests. 

Surveys were made in the Eastern 

Rhodopes: Forestry units of 

Momchilgrad, Zlatograd, Zhenda and 

Ardino. 
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2010-2018 
Green Balkans 

NGO 

Manager of 

Pomorie Lake 

visitor centre 

Responsible for overall development 

and management of the wetland visitor 

centre – managing finances, staff (1-3) 

and volunteers; promotion of the centre 

to different stakeholders; networking 

with other wetlands/centres at national 

and international level (incl. member 

of WLI); organizing work of the centre 

aiming to promote the wetland’s nature 

heritage and supplement Green 

Balkans NGO’s conservation program 

at the site. 

2017 IO-BAS 
Cetaceans 

Observer 

Conducting combined visual and 

acoustic line transect distance 

sampling survey for cetaceans in 

Bulgarian waters from the coast to 

depth of 100 m within monitoring 

schemes for MSFD. 

2017, 

September - 

December 

Green Balkans 

NGO 
Project manager 

Compiling report on state of Bulgarian 

forestry sector – legislation, national 

FSC standard, structure of forestry 

management – for study carried out by 

Ohio State University, USA. 

2017, 

February-

August 

Green Balkans 

– Stara Zagora 

NGO 

Financial manager 

LIFE11/NAT/BG

/360, “Recovery 

of Lesser Kestrel 

in Bulgaria”  

Responsible for development of 

financial report, monitoring of level of 

costs, relations and control of partners 

costs 

2016-2017 
Green Balkans 

NGO 

Project manager, 

Black Sea Watch 

project 

Responsible for overall project 

management and reporting, liaison 

with funding authority (CFCU, 

Turkey) and partner TUDAV, Turkey. 

Contribution to development of mobile 

app and website for promotion of 

citizen science for marine biodiversity 

of the Black Sea. 

2011-2016 
Green Balkans 

NGO 

Project 

coordinator 

LIFE10/NAT/IT/

256 MC SALT 

“Environmental 

management and 

conservation in 

Mediterranean 

saltworks and 

lagoons” 

Responsible for overall management of 

activities at project site in Bulgaria – 

Pomorie Lake. Studies, conservation 

activities (removal of invasive plant 

species, improvement of nesting 

conditions for water birds), 

monitoring, workshops organizing 

with international experience 

exchange. 
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2015-2016 
Green Balkans 

NGO 

Project manager, 

“Citizens’ support 

for study of Black 

Sea cetaceans 

along Bulgarian 

coast” project 

Responsible for overall management of 

activities – promotion of volunteering 

in cetacean research, training 

volunteers, conducting field surveys, 

public awareness activities. Regular 

reporting and liaison with Managing 

authority of the EEA program – 

MOEW. 

2015 IO-BAS 
Cetaceans 

Observer 

Conducting combined pilot visual and 

acoustic line transect distance 

sampling survey for cetaceans in study 

area between capes Emine and Galata 

from the coast to depth of 100 m within 

ISMEIMP project on development of 

monitoring schemes for MSFD. 

2015-2016 IBER-BAS 
Expert on 

Cetaceans 

Developing report and proposing 

measures for cetacean conservation in 

Management Plan of SCI “Kompleks 

Kaliakra” BG0000573 in Bulgaria. 

2014-2015 
Green Balkan 

NGO 

Project 

coordinator – 

FLIGHT OF THE 

STORKS project 

Responsible for overall coordination of 

project activities – trapping, tagging 

and tracking White storks with satellite 

transmitters to study home range at 

European stork village Belozem and 

migration to wintering grounds. 

2014-2015 
WWF 

Bulgaria 

Field expert- 

ornithologist 

Bird surveys for species listed in 

national manual for identification of 

High conservation value forests. 

Surveys were made in the Plovdiv 

region: Forestry units of Plovdiv, 

Trakia, Klisura, Hisar, Karlovo, 

Asenovgrad, Kormisosh and 

Parvomay. 

2013-2014 
Green Balkans 

NGO 

Project manager 

“Building 

capacities of 

Bulgarian Black 

Sea municipalities 

on cetaceans 

strandings” 

Responsible for overall management of 

the project. Organising trainings for 

municipal ecologists on cetacean 

strandings. Development of 

manual/handbook on dealing with 

strandings. 

2014 
ACCOBAMS 

Secretariat 

Consultant on 

Revision of the 

Conservation plan 

for Black Sea 

cetaceans 

Revision of the Conservation plan for 

Black Sea cetaceans. 

2014 
GeoMarine 

Ltd.  

Marine Mammal 

Observer 

Monitoring of cetaceans during “South 

Stream Transit Transport” project at 

the coastal area of Bulgaria. Collecting 

data for assessing abundance, 

distribution and density in the coastal 

area of pipeline landfall. 
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2013 

MacAllister, 

Elliott and 

Partners, UK 

Observer in Aerial 

survey of 

cetaceans in the 

North-western 

Black Sea 

Getting training on aerial survey 

methodology. Observer in the survey 

implemented in EEZs of Romania, 

Bulgaria and part of Ukraine. 

2012 
Green Balkans 

NGO 

Project manager 

“Pilot Photo-ID 

activities along 

Southern 

Bulgarian Black 

Sea coast” 

Responsible for overall management of 

the project. Organising National Expert 

meeting on Cetaceans and trainings on 

photo-identification of Cetaceans. 

Implementation of photo-ID surveys. 

CSN maintenance at the Southern 

Black Sea coast of Bulgaria. 

2011-2012 
Green Balkans 

NGO 

Project manager 

«Urgent measures 

for restoration and 

conservation of 

species and 

habitats of 

European 

significance in the 

Pomorie Lake 

complex of 

protected natural 

areas» 

Responsible for overall management of 

the project. Communications with local 

authorities and Managing authority of 

the Operative Program Environment. 

Development of reports, 

implementation of procurement 

procedures, planning of actions 

including restoration of bird habitat, 

trapping, tagging and radio-telemetry 

of Sandwich terns, equipment of visitor 

centre. 

2010 
Institute of 

Fish Resources 

Cetaceans 

stranding and 

bycatch survey 

Implementing field surveys along 

beaches of Southern Black sea coast of 

Bulgaria. Monthly surveys for stranded 

Cetaceans and collection of data. 

2010 
Green Balkans 

NGO 

Field biologist of 

project «Urgent 

measures for 

restoration and 

conservation of 

species and 

habitats of 

European 

significance in the 

Pomorie Lake 

complex of 

protected natural 

areas» 

Support for the project manager in 

implementation of the conservation 

activities for achieving the project 

objectives. Tagging of Sandwich terns 

with rings and radio-transmitters and 

follow-up telemetry.   Provides 

expertise in restoration of nesting 

habitat for the target bird species and 

conservation of target habitats. 

Participates in planning, development 

and installation of information boards 

for eco-trails. Supports the activities 

for equipping Pomorie Lake Visitor 

Centre.   

 

2010 
Green Balkans 

NGO 

Project manager 

«Improvement of 

nesting conditions 

for storks in 

Belozem village”  

Within this project technical support is 

provided to Rakovski Municipality and 

Belozem village during repair of the 

school roof – development and 

installation of nest platforms. Colour 

ringing program is also implemented – 

pioneer for Bulgaria.    
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2009-2010 
Green Balkans 

NGO 

Project manager 

«Conservation of 

White storks in 

Belozem – 

European Stork 

Village”  

Planning, development and 

implementation of the project and its 

actions: setting up a colour ringing 

scheme for White storks in Belozem 

and Bulgaria; creation of eco-tourism 

facilities (White stork Park) in 

Belozem village with observation 

tower, benches, info boards; promotion 

of Belozem as a European Stork 

Village – printing of leaflets and 

poster, installation of nest camera at a 

White stork nest; improving of nesting 

conditions – placement of nest 

platforms.    

2009 

Elbe 

Brandenburg 

Biosphere 

Reserve and 

EURONATU

R Foundation, 

Germany 

Trainee program 

Introduction to functioning and 

management of the biosphere reserve: 

interactions with other authorities of 

Brandenburg province (nature 

protection service, navigation service, 

etc.), studies for development of 

Natura 2000 management plan, 

restoration and management of 

habitats.  

Introduction to functioning of the 

foundation – structure, funding, 

activities. Experience in conservation 

and management of wetlands – 

management plan of Ulijn saltpans, 

Montenegro; Natura 2000 sites around 

Lake Constance. Development of 

project proposal for development of the 

European Stork Villages Network.  

2006-2009 
Green Balkans 

NGO 

Operations 

manager, project 

„Pomorie Lake-

conservation, 

restoration and 

sustainable 

management” 

GEF MSP 

GEF project funded through the World 

Bank and main responsibilities 

included: Support for project 

management and coordination of the 

work plan and budget, provision of 

technical expertise, communications 

coordination, office management, 

reporting, preparation and 

implementation of procurement 

procedures, participation in 

development of management plan and 

carrying out CEPA activities.   

2006 
Green Balkans 

NGO 

Project manager 

„Youth and nature 

know no 

frontiers” project 

Preparation and implementation of 

youth exchange with participants from 

Bulgaria, Germany, Poland and Spain 

aiming at environmental education and 

improving conditions at Green Balkans 

Wildlife Rescue Centre in Stara 

Zagora. 
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2005-2006 

 

Green Balkans 

– Stara Zagora 

NGO 

 

Regional 

Coordinator 

“Preparation of 

the Bulgarian 

Natura 2000 

network of 

protected zones” 

 

Responsible for regional coordination 

of activities of the project “Preparation 

of the Bulgarian Natura 2000 network 

of protected zones”, funded by 

Ministry of Environment and Water. 

Providing general coordination of the 

process of establishment of Natura 

2000 at regional level among state, 

scientific and NGO community. 

Participation in international seminars 

and conferences presenting the project. 

 

2005 

 

Green Balkans  

NGO 

 

Project 

coordinator 

 

Responsible for coordination, 

management and reporting of activities 

of international project “Partnership 

for Environment 2010: Our future, our 

choice” funded by EC. Coordinates 

activities with international partners. 

Responsible for preparation of 

strategic documents for Green Balkans 

work with volunteers and public and 

fund-raising. Organized and took part 

in two training events with 

international partners. Prepares 

information and training materials.  

 

2005 
Green Balkans  

NGO 

Project 

coordinator 

Coordinates activities for radio-

telemetry of Black vultures on behalf 

of Green Balkans in a partnership 

project with BSPB and WWF/Greece.  

2004 - 2005 
Green Balkans  

NGO 

Assistant Project 

Coordinator  

Supported work of coordinator of 

“Long term conservation of the 

internationally endangered species 

Red-breasted Goose (Branta ruficolis) 

in its main wintering grounds”. Main 

project activities included: buying of 

arable lands located in the feeding 

grounds and subsequent monitoring. 

2003-2004 Technopolis  
Assistant manager 

of department 

Responsible for: management of staff 

in the department, evaluation of staff 

performance, preparing orders and 

contacts with clients and suppliers. 

2 training sessions led by ACE HR 

service: Trading skills and 

Management skills. 
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2003 - 2005 
Green Balkans 

NGO 

Team Leader of 

the “Mid-winter 

census of 

waterfowl” in 

Bulgaria  

organized by 

Wetlands 

International 

Organizing and leading a team in the 

census for 2003, 2004 and 2005. 

Compiling data from the covered area 

and proposal for conservation 

measures. 

2003 
Green Balkans 

NGO 

Coordinator of 

awareness raising 

campaign for 

establishment of 

Nature Park 

Western 

Rhodopes  

Distribution of information materials 

in the towns and villages of the 

proposed area of the Nature Park in the 

framework of “Establishment of 

Rhodopes Nature Park – preparation of 

a proposal and strategy for sustainable 

development’’ project. Coordination 

and participation in meetings with local 

stakeholders. 

 

2002-2005 
Green Balkans 

NGO 

Participation in 

field conservation 

activities. 

Participant in monitoring and 

conservation activities for endangered 

species of birds in Bulgaria (Imperial 

eagle, Black vulture, Pygmy 

cormorant). 

2002 – 2005 
Green Balkans 

NGO 

Coordinator of 

international 

working 

conservation 

holidays at 

Pomorie Lake 

Responsible for logistics and 

communications with international 

participants and organizing the work 

camps and monitoring. 

2003 
Green Balkans 

NGO 

Organizing 

international 

workshop for 

NGOs from CE 

Europe “On the 

Road to Kiev” 

Responsible for organizing and 

carrying out the meeting in Bulgaria.  
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May – 

November 

2001 

Intercrop Ltd Team Leader 
Organizing and participating in the 

planting of different kinds of salads 

1999 - 2001 Globus centre Sales consultant 

Consulting customers and selling 

photographic, video and other 

electronics equipment 

 
 


