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CETACEAN CULTURE 
 

Issue: Cetacean culture 
 
 
1. Action requested 
 
The Scientific Committee is invited to: 

a. consider the establishment of a dedicated working group, 
b. provide recommendations to the Parties on this issue. 

 
 
 
2. Background 
 
The Convention on the Conservation of Migratory Species of Wild Animals (CMS) has been leading ground-breaking 
work on the implications of animal cultures and social learning for conservation. 
 
This issue could become a new topic to be addressed by the ACCOBAMS Scientific Committee. 
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CETACEAN CULTURE 
 
 
New topic to be addressed at the 16th Meeting of the ACCOBAMS Scientific Committee 
 
The Convention on the Conservation of Migratory Species of Wild Animals (CMS) has been leading ground-breaking 
work on the implications of animal cultures and social learning for conservation. This work has helped to generate a 
number of important scientific papers, and the conservation of distinct cultures has been taken forward for several 
taxa, including chimpanzees in West Africa and sperm whales in the South Pacific.  
 
Noting that cetaceans are among the species known to have populations that can be defined by their cultural traits, 
the suggestion here is that ACCOBAMS should give consideration to how this issue may assist in its work.  
This might, for example, include using the concept of culture in the species covered by ACCOBAMS as a new education 
and outreach tool to help the public more fully understand them. It may also extend to consideration of whether 
cultural units might helpfully be defined for species in the ACCOBAMS region and used to aid their conservation (e.g 
in the context of vessel strikes).  
 
A working group could be established to consider this matter and to determine whether drafting a recommendation 
by the SC meeting, and eventually, a draft resolution for the MOP would be an appropriate way forward.  
 
 
Background 
CMS Factsheet on Animal Culture: https://www.cms.int/en/publication/fact-sheet-animal-culture-and-conservation-
migratory-species 
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