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INTRODUCTION AND OBIJECTIVES

The QUIETSEAS Project is funded by DG Environment of the European Commission within the call “DG ENV/MSFD
2020”. This call funds MSFD development, in particular the preparation of the next 6-year cycle of implementation.

The QUIETSEAS project aims to enhance cooperation among Member States (MS) in the Mediterranean Sea Region
(MED) to implement the third Cycle of the Marine Directive and, in particular to support Competent Authorities and
strength cooperation and collaboration in the Mediterranean Sea and Black Sea regions through the following specific
objectives:

e Specific objective 1 (SO1): To identify relevant indicators for criterion D11C2 (Anthropogenic continuous low-
frequency sound in water).

e Specific objective 2 (SO2): To promote the consolidation of relevant indicators for D11 and support the
operationalisation of indicators on the state, pressure and impacts of underwater noise in close coordination with
TG Noise.

e Specific objective 3 (S03): To promote harmonisation of regional work on threshold values with TG Noise
recommendations.

e Specific objective 4 (SO4): To develop effective and efficient mechanisms for GES assessment and regional
coordination by providing management tools for harmonization, reporting and assessment of D11.

e Specific objective 5 (SO5). To demonstrate the potential effectiveness of coordinated mitigation measures to
reduce shipping noise.

e Specific objective 6 (S06): To promote (sub)regional cooperation in order to ensure i) coordination across the
region/ subregions ii) the involvement of Competent Authorities iii) long-term dissemination of the results.

To achieve its objectives, the project is divided in 4 work packages (thematic blocks) and 9 activities whose
relationships are shown in Figure 1.

General Objective:

Support the practical development of the second implementation cycle under the MSFD for D11
SPECIFIC OBIJECTIVES THEMATIC BLOCKS ACTIVITIES

Act_3 Analysis assessment frameworks for
D1ic2

Identify relevant indicators for eriterion D11C2 (Anthropogenic

ontinuous low-frequency sound in water). Act.4. Specificities for practical
TB1.Indicators implementation at Med and Black Sea level.
Promote the consolidation and support the operationalisation of
indicators for D11 in close coordination with of TG Noise. and thresh0|d5 Act.5 Proposal of indicators and methodology
to establish thresholds for D11C2
Promote harmonisation of regional work on threshold values with

"G Noise recommendations. Act.6. Operational pilot on GES assessment for

D11 (D11C1 and D11C2)
TB2.Coordinated Act.7. Development of D11 data and

(sub) regio nal information management tool to facilitate

harmonization and data sharing.

Develop effective and efficient mechanisms for GES assessment and

regional coordination by providing management tools for

lharmonization, reporting and assessment of D11. assessment

Act. 8. C: d effecti f
Demenstrate the potential effectiveness of coordinated mitigation TB3. Measures c::",. “eftu. e ctiveness o
measures to reduce shipping noise. -
s s > . - TB4. (SUb) Act. 2. Communication and dissemination
Promote (sub)regional cooperation to ensure i) coordination across| re iO n al
the region/ subregions ii) the involvement of Competent g Act 9. Capacity building
Authorities iii) long-term dissemination of the results. co0 pe rati on ’
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Activity 1. Management

«

TB1. Indicators and Thresholds

Activity 3

Analysis of the
practical
implementation of
the Assessment
Framework for
Continuous Moise
(D11C2) provided by
TG Moise.

—

Communication and dissemination

Activity 4

Specificities for the
practical implementation
of the Assessment
Framework for
Continuous Moise (D11Cz)
at (sub)regional level
(Mediterranean Sea and
Black Sea Regions).

TB2. Coordinated (sub)
reglonal assessment

Activity 7

Development of D11 data and
information management tool

to facilitate harmonization
and data sharing.

P
-

Activity 5

Proposal of indicators and
associzted list of elements
and integration rules for the
practical implementation of
a risk-based methodology
and establishment of
thresholds for DaCz in
agreement with TG Moise
work.
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Activity &

Testing applicability of the
methodologies and tools of
QUIETSEAS to promote the
consolidation of indicators
by performing an
operational pilot on GES
assessment for D1 (Dl
and D1z).

TB3. Measures

Activity 8

Case study on effectiveness

measures

—~

TB4. (Sub) regional cooperation

Activity 2

Activity 9

Figure 1: Work Plan Structure.
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The nine activities included in the four thematic blocks are linked to each other in the Project. The interactions between them are schematically depicted in Figure 3. Note that although many interrelations among the activities exist, only the most

relevant input-output relationships among activities are shown

| TG NOISE
DL3

,/Regiona\ Sea
| Conventions
\ approaches

| EU/MSFD
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TB1. Indicators and thresholds

»Act 3. Analysis on the practical
implementation of the Assessment
o Framework for Continuous Noise

ACCOBAMS and Shom

» -Compilation existing frameworks
-Analysis existing risk-based approaches
-ldentification and comparison of potential
barriers and difficulties among different
approaches

D3.1. Review of risk based approaches
and frameworks for D11C2
ACCOBAMS (M3)

Act 1. Management

D1.2. Prodress re[:ort

D1.3. Final report

CTN

D1.4. Presentation of main results

Act 4. Specificities for the practical
implementation of the assessment
framework for D11C2 at (sub) regional level
(MED and BS)

HCMR

-ldentify specificities for the MED and BS (ACCOBAMS)
-Prons and cons of implementation.

-ldentify barriers and difficulties to implement DL3
-Assessment of acoustic modelling approaches

M4

D4.1. Definition of regional sp
of a ris-based approach for continuous
sound assessment in the MED and BS

ACCOBAMS (M12)

D4.2. Recommendations on the
ppli ility of acoustic ]

approaches for continuous sound

assessment in the MED and BS

HCMR (M13)

Workshop
JNWG-Monaco
ACCOBAMS (M12)

TB2. Coordinated (sub) regional assessment.

Act 7. Development of D11 tool

CTN and ACCOBAMS

-D11C1 tool (CTN)

Refine current tool-integration Black Sea
Data integration

D11C2 tool (ACCOBAMS)

Data integration

Implementation of methodology (Act 5)
Performance pilot (Act 6)

-Common portal for both platforms (CTN)

-Protocols for noise data reportihg (ACCOBAMS)

D7.1. Data management tool for
harmenisation and noise data sharing

CTN and ACCOBAMS (M23)

TB4. (Sub) regional cooperation

Act 2. Communication and dissemination

CTN

D2.1.C ication and di: ination plan
D2.2. Final reporton ¢ ication and di

activities

Act 5. Proposal of indicators and risk-based

methodology to establish thresholds
for D11C2 in agreement with TG Noise

POLIMI

-Definition of index for D11C2 risk based assessment
-Definition of methodology to establish thresholds
-Critical analysis (consistency with TG Noise)
-Identification of barriers and difficulties for
implementation by CA

D5.1. National barriers and difficulties
for the implementation of TG Noise
methodological frameworl for D11C2
POLIMI (M18)
D5.2. Proposal of methodology to
establish thresholds D11C2
in the MED and BS

POLIMI (M20)

TB3. Measures

Act 8. Case study on effectiveness of
coordinated mnitigation measures

Shom

-Implement multi-scenario of vessel speed slowdown

Act 6. Operational pilot on GES assement
for D11 (D11C1 and D11C2) to test
applicability of methodologies and tools

POLIMI

-Data collection

Impulsive and continuous sound data call (ACCOBAMS)
Acquisition of AIS (Shom)

Biodiversity-marine mammals (ACCOBAMS)

-Initial state of the risk of impacct for D11C2 in the
Western Med and Black Sea implementing Act 5 results.
-Pilot assessment of GES for D11C1 at subregional level
-Starting point on cumulative risk.

M2

D6.1. Initial GES assessment
of D11 in the Mediterraneana Sea
and Black Sea

data
data

D11

POLIMI (M23)

D6.2. Data package

ACCOBAMS and CTN (M12)

-Implement an activity dependent scenario of traffic reduct

-Evaluate the impact on D11C2 indicators
-Consistency with TG Noise
-Quantification of potential acoustic effect

-Recommendations to design monitoring programmes

D8.1. Best i of sub regi |

to set mitigation measures to address
underwater noise pollution

Shom (M23)

Act 9. Capacity building
ACCOBAMS
ACCOBAMS attendance to 3 Workshops

M5 Training for Competent Authorities
and experts-Spain. CTN (M18)

D9.1.Guideli for C tA

on a reporting method for continuous noise

ACCOBAMS (M24)

D1 Monitoring
programmes
ACCOBAMS
initiatives.

MSFD/others
reporting

AlS
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Figure 2. Activities interaction
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THE CONSORTIUM
The consortium is made up of 10 entities, including relevant actors of the Common Implementation Strategy,
Competent Authorities, Intergovernmental entities, Research Centres and Universities.

The project has a duration of 24 months starting on 1% February 2021. Due the COVID crisis, it has been extended
until June 2023

1. CTN - SPAIN aE
2. ACCOBAMS - MONACO

3. Shom - FRANCE 10
4. POLIMI-DICA - ITALY

5. HCMR - GREECE

6. 1zZVRS - SLOVENIA

7. SPA/RAC - TUNISIA

8. MHD - ROMANIA

9. DFMR - CYPRUS

10. ICES - DENMARK
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Figure 3. QUIETSEAS Consortium

During the execution of the different activities, ACCOBAMS will be assisted by the team of SINAY, a French company
specialist in underwater noise and marine environmental studies, whose members are part of the Joint
CMS/ACCOBAMS/ASCOBANS Working Group on Noise.

EXPECTED DELIVERABLES

Deliv | Deliverable name Priority | Lead participant Issue
(code) date

D1.1. Inception report 1

D1.2.  Progress report 1 CTN M12
D1.3 Final report. 1 CTN M24
D1.4  Presentation of the main results 1 CTN M24
D2.1. Communication and dissemination plan. 3 CTN M3
D2.2.  Final report on  Communication  and 2 CTN M24

dissemination activities.
D3.1 Review of risk-based approaches and 1 ACCOBAMS M9
frameworks for D11C2.



D4.1

D4.2

D5.1

D5.2

Dé6.1

D6.2
D7.1

D8.1

D9.1

Definition of regional specificities of a risk-based
approach for continuous sound assessment in
the Mediterranean Sea and Black Sea regions.
Recommendations on the applicability of
acoustic modelling approaches for continuous
sound assessment in the Mediterranean Sea and
Black Sea regions.

National barriers and difficulties for the
implementation of the TG Noise methodological
framework for D11C2.

Proposal of a methodology to establish
thresholds values for D11C2 in the
Mediterranean and Black Sea regions.

Initial GES assessment of D11 underwater noise
in the Mediterranean Sea and Black Sea regions.
Data package.

Data management tool for harmonisation and
noise data sharing.

Best practices of sub regional cooperation to set
mitigation measures to address underwater noise
pollution.

Guidelines for Competent Authorities on a
reporting method for continuous noise
appropriate for the GES assessment and the
establishment of thresholds.

ACCOBAMS

HCMR

POLIMI

POLIMI

POLIMI

ACCOBAMS/CTN
CTN/ACCOBAMS

SHOM

ACCOBAMS

Table 1. Deliverables summary.
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M12

M13

M18

M20

M23

M12
M23

M23

M24

All deliverables will include an executive summary. All public deliverables will be available for download in the web

site of the project: www.quietseas.eu.
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