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Malta, 29 November 2 December 202 ACCOBAMS

ACCOBAMS PARTNERS REPORTS

Pursuanto the "Rules and ammitmentsof ACCOBAMS Partisérreflected inAnnex 2 oResolution?.9, adopted by
MOP7 éBefore each Meeting of the Parties, ACCOBAMS Partners shall reporiraplémaentation of their activities

and on the use of the ACCOBAMS Partner logo. To this end, their reports shall reach the Permanent Secretariat anc
relevant National Focal Point at the latest two months before the Bureau meeting held to preparedtieghd¢ the
Parties¢

In this contextthe Secretariat invitedCCOBAMS Partndéoscomplete the ACCOBAMS Partner Report templatie
aviewto presentingtheir reportsat the Fifth Meeting of ACCOBAMS Extended Bureau held in April 2002.

This documenpresentsthe activities undertaken by ACCOBAM#stiers within the framework ofthe 220-2022
ACCOBAMS Work Programrirerelationto capacity building, public awareness and research activities.

It isworth mentioningthat from atotal of 52 ACCOBAMS Partne28 Partnerreports were receivednd are reflected
hereafter.

Delegates are kindly invited twing their own documents to the Meeting.
This document will be available only in electronic format during the Meeting
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ARCHIPELAGOS INSTITUTE OF MARINE CONSERVATION

Name of the RepresentativeAnastasia Miliou Scientific Director

Capacity building activities

For over two decades Archipelagos Institute of Marine Conservation has been dedicated to defending the biodiversi
of the Greek seas through handa research and conservation. With teams in the fieldry®und and with the use

of 3 boats, we carry out significant scientific research in the field and in the laboratory, in close cooperation with loce
communities, authorities, international NGO coalitions and national and international institutions.

Capaity building (local communities)Archipelagos maintains close collaboration with the local communities, which
is based in a long relation of trust. This is a strategic foundation that enables and strengthens our conservation effort
One of the mosimportant stakeholder groups that Archipelagos has been collaborating with for the 22 past years, is
smallscale artisanal fishers. Among other things, through interviews with artisanal fishers, in Archipelagos we recor
critical LEK information about thmarine environment of their region (e.g., habitat maps, species distribution, illegal
industrial fisheries, IUU fisheries, historical data) and work together to address key marine conservation issues th
affect the specific region.

Capacity building (irtrnational students):Scientists, researchers, recent graduates and students join Archipelagos
Institute in the Aegean Sea islands throughout the year, in various educational and training activities. These gi
students the opportunity to develop their dlsi and knowledge through fieldwork. This strengthens our relationships
with universities and institutes, allowing us to further develop our research activities with new expertise. These
educational activities have a multidisciplinary approach combiningn@anammal research, marine ecology and
conservation, fisheries, GIS & remote sensing, media, PR & GEgdign, law & policy, as well as environmental
education.

Public awareness activities
Theresultsof Archipelagosesearchand conservatiorwork and the mediamaterial collectedduringthe year round
research and conservation work at sea is used as a basis for multiple public awareness activities in local, national
international levels, with the focus on the following targeoups:
- Local communitieof the Greek islands and coastal regions. We carry otditenawareness raising activities
yearround, mainlyout of the tourist seasontypicallyin the locationswherethe researchboatsare active for
the various projectsTarget specific stakeholder groups (fishermen, schools, teachers, local authorities,
professionals of the tourism sector) have specific themes according to the key marine conservation prioritie:
of the variougegions
Equivalent awareness raising activitiare also carried out via online platforms in many other areas where the
research boats do not survey
- General publicis reached through our frequent features in mainstream Greek media (i.e., tv, radio, social
media), where Archipelagos has the platformin@rm people and communities from far reaching cornafrs
the world aboutissueselatedto marineconservationDocumentariesindarticlesin international media (TV,
newspapers and online media) are also released and reacintrmationalpublic.
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Other important public awareness activities involve citizen scieneegeting both the local communities and the
GAaAG2NE® C2NJ SEI YNavigaton prdfe&t reconiEdvdlhabiSdath ¢h2nariQe tgddh engaging
with sailors and searghusiasts, fishermen, divers and other members of the local commurahdwisitorsof the
island. Theysharetheir observationsand photographicmaterials,advancing ouefforts for the conservationof the
wildlife in our study areaand contributing to our goal of building both an international online community and a
significantdatabase.

Research activities

Between 2020c 2022, one of the main goals of the research of Archipelagos Institute has been to improve the
understanding of cetacean populations in the North East and South East Aegean Sea, via focused year round surv
With the use of one to three research vessels (variable depending on the time of the year) Archipelagos is monitorir
resident populations ofcetaceans [@. delphis, T. truncatus, S. coeruleoalba, Z. cavirpssisell as migratory
populations(P. macrocephalus@. griseus. Thisis carriedout through photo identification, behavioral studies and
acoustic monitoring of thesgopulations.

Ourphoto ID efforts havemainlyfocusedon developingcataloguef Delphinusdelphis, Tursiopgruncatus, Stenella
coeruleoalbaand Grampus griseusyhile behavioural studies targeted the impact of fisheries, marine traffic and
plastic debris on marinmammals.

In 2020, COVHDI restrictions reduced the frequency of surveys by 53% compared to 2019, but despite the challenge
we managed to continue the monitoring activities as much as it was possible. During that year, resesaaliova
focused on underwater noise measurements, as boat traffic drastically reduced. A project on the soundscape arour
Lipsi island was first started in 2020 and extended around Samos Island in 2021. Simultaneously, bioacoustics rese:
was emphasizedrothe impact of marine traffic on cetacean vocalizations.

Since2020Archipelagofiasconducted 274 surveysn this studyarea,with atotal of 340sightingsof marine mammal

and sea turtlespecies.

Other:

¢KS NBadzZ Ga 2F ! NOKALIStF32aQ NBASENDODK 2y YIENAYS YIY
carry out in the same region including fisheries, 1UU fisheries studies and fishstock assessment, mapping of t
distribution and biodivergy of Posidonia oceanicaeagrass and deepater coralligenous reefs, studies on
microplastic pollution in various levels of the food chain.

A related key activity of Archipelagos Institute is the creation of the Aegean Marine Life Sanctuary on thefisland
Lipsi, for the longerm hosting ofT. truncatugo be translocated from captive facilities, which currently is in the last
phases of development.
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BIOLOGICAL CONSERVATION RESEARCH FOUNBIERBERNGO)

Name of the RepresentativeDr. Joseph Vella, Ph3leffield

Capacity building activities

BICREF has been assisting scientific research projects on cetacean in Maltese watdtal@mdiaters to develop

the skills in cetacean conservation research and monitoring in the Central Mediterranean. This NGO has also beer
receiving internship requests for scientific research exposure by university students from abroad.

Public awarenessctivities:
Writing news features on its website, talk about cetaceans on the ptime TV news linked to conservation needs
and ongoing research efforts. Involve promotion of marine biodiversity and cetacean conservation in schools and
assist in activies run in collaboration with the BICREF NGO.
Example:
9 http://bicref.org/news/conservationof-whalesand-malteseseasbiodiversity/

Research activities

Continued in assisting in logrm research on cetaceans in Maltese waters. The BICREF NGO has been involved
with the European Cetacean Society conferences for many years including the organization of ¢haf&@8ce

in Malta, for the first and only time till now, in 2015.

BICREF, in collaboration with the CBBRV, has undertaken dolphifisheries associated research and the testing
of the use of pingers in Maltese waters to reduce the fishermeénttlenose dolphin conflicts.

After organizing an international workshop on Mediterranean Common Dolphins some years back in collaboration
with other scientists and NGOs, a special issue and review dedicated to this species were publisineatin
ConservationMarine and Freshwater Ecosysterfisiis was also possible through the involvement of this NGO and
its representative.


http://bicref.org/news/conservation-of-whales-and-maltese-seas-biodiversity/
http://bicref.org/news/conservation-of-whales-and-maltese-seas-biodiversity/
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BLUE WORLD INSTITUTE OF MARINE RESEARCH AND CONSERVATION

Name of the Representatives NI O1 2 | 2f OSNJ
//\

piv® Yorlg

Capacity building activities

BWI hosted 23 students 12 countriesathing them about the Mediterranean cetacean species and their egy,
threats andconservationstatus Further, students were thought abodtoatbased survey technigueisicluding
fieldwork, data collection andanalysis use of geographical information systems (GIS), statistics and photo
identification. As a results of this program, 1 PhD, 4 MSc and 1 BSc theses were written and defended, while 1 M
thesis is foreseen to be finished iA22.

BWI organizedraining ofCroatianobserverson methodologies for cetaceadentification, bycatchmonitoringand

data collecton at seafor the Med Bycatch Project

BWI participated inmplementation of the Ecosystem Approach in the Adriatic &wh development of RAC/SPA
Integrated monitoring progranfor Montenegro andAlbaniaby developing monitoring plan for cetaceans.

Within the EU funded LifeDELFI projeeb BWI staff participated in cetacean rescue training course held by Uni
Padova in Hly, initiated creation of rescue teams for cetacean strandings, established a network among partners fo
strandings and bgatch monitoring and developed workshops for responsible conduct for dolpatohing
operators. Within the same project, BWI hasxdacted online photdD courses and is planning to conducfigid
photo-ID training courses for project partners (MPAS) in Italy during 2022.

Within the MedInterreg MBPC project BWI staff held online lectures and workshops on topics of marine conservatio
ecosysterdbased management and marine spatial planning.

BWI representative participated in thé'3/editerranean MPA Forum held in Monaco.

In 2022, funded by th€roatian Ministryof Economy and Sustainable Development, BWI has started development of
national Monitoring program for cetaceans and sea turtles. The Monitoring program will define methodology for
collection and analysis of data on cetaceans and sea turtles, enabling standardized and repeatable assessmen
conservation status and supportimgporting obligations according to Habitats Directive.

Public awareness activities

| 2y GAydz2dza SRdzOF GA2Y Aad OFNNASR 2dzi GKNRdzAK [20Aye
temporary exhibitions, lectures and workshops. It wisted by approximately 10.000 visitors in 2020/21. The BWI
has organized two national Dolphin Day events. Through volunteering program we have had 21 participants beir
introduced to cetacean research and conservation activities.

In addition, the reseaftand conservation work of the BWI has been featured in hundreds of TV, radio and electronic
and published media, while dissemination of digital information material is continuous through BWI web and socia
media (FB with over 35.000 followers, Twitter 380owers, LinkedIn 800 followers, Instagram with 3325 followers).
BWI participated in PlasticBusters, an EU INTERREG Med funded project aiming to maintain biodiversity and prese
natural ecosystems in pelagic and coastal marine protected areas bylidatisy Mediterranean efforts against
marine litter.

During tourist season BWI places focus on raising media and public awareness of locals and tourists about differe
Codes of conduct (while using boats, why not feed dolphins, why not swim with dglprhigsnot keeping dolphins

in captivity) to limit disturbance of Cetaceans.

BWI developed and is promoting use of the Marine Ranger app, a esiizence platform aimed to provide info and
collect data about observations, strandings anechych of marinenammals.
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BWI is participating as partner in development of the new Vigitentre2 y . A 0S@2 LaftlyR RS¢Z
activities and centre content related to large marine vertebrates.
BWI organized 5 underwater and beach cleanup activities at valricu®©O I G A2y a 2y (GKS Aafl yR

Research activities

Adriatic Dolphin Project

The BWI carries out lorgrm monitoring of several resident coastal populations of bottlenose dolphins in the Adriatic
Sea under the Adriatic Dolphin Proje€uring implementation in 2020, 2021 and first months of 2022 the BWI
conducted 314 dedicated bodtased photelD surveys on bottlenose dolphins in the areas of western Istria; Cres
[20Ay2 I NOKALIStF3I23 b2NIK 51 f YD.Z0A km of distBnced WwaRtdmelBd andkc67 A
sightings of bottlenose dolphins were recorded during surveys.

As part of national monitoring conducted for the Croatian Ministry of Economy and Sustainable Development in 202
4-months long photelD surveys wereasried out in 3 Natura 2000 sites fdiursiops truncatusn Croatia, while
monitoring in another 3 sites is being carried out in 2022.

Currently, the Adriatic bottlenose dolphin reference dorsal fin catalogue of BWI counts oveinddA@uals!

Since 2021 BWI organizes focused biopsy sampling campaigns on resident coastal bottlenose dolphin population
[20Ay2 YR A& | NOKALIStEI3I2 (G2 dzyRSNERGF YR L3 Lz I G A
mechanisms. Samples vk used for other analysis (stable isotopes, pollution, etc.).

Aerial surveys

BWI has conducted aerial survey of the northern Adriatic during January and February 2020 throughuiitlédo
LIFE Euroturtles project, during which a total distance of 2846ukder favorable conditions were flown and 47
sightings of bottlenose dolphins were recorded.

During 2021, the BWI (funded by Croatian Ministry of Economy and Sustainable Development) in cooperation wi
ISPRA (Italy) has conducted an aerial survey oiititde Adriatic, except the Albanian waters, during which a total of
ynnd 1Y dzyRSNI FI 92Nl o6fS O2yRAGAZ2YEA 6SNBE Ff26y> 1M 0O
and 1 common dolphin sightings were recorded.

The next whole Adriatic &l survey is planned for spring/summer 2022.

Bycatch and depredation

As part of EU funded LIFE Delfi project research of dofghiaries interaction started in 2021 along west coast of
Istria (N. Adriatic). Investigation in the scaleTafrsiops trunates by-catch and depredation and effectiveness of
acoustic deterrent devices installed on bottom set gilinet has been carried out in the period efulyrad November
2021 using 7 observers on 3 fishing boats.

Acoustic research

During 2020 and 2021 sapart of EU Interreg Soundscape project, the BWI deployed hydrophones at two locations
recording sound 24/7. In addition, boat positions were recorded using theodolite from two vantage points. Within the
same project, BWI has recorded reference soundsevken boat types under controlled conditions, to be used in
Y2RStAy3a G(GKS dzy RSN I GSNJ a2dzyR LINBLI I+ dA2y |yR AGa A
from this and additional two recorders are also analyzed for cetacean vocalizatispacies presence identification
(including dolphins and fin whales).

Since 2018. the BWI is deploying an autonomous acoustic recording device (HARP) developed by Scripps 10
enables continuous recording of sounds in the marine environment. HAREplisydd at 1000m depth in south
Adriatic. Data analysis provided information on presence and habitat use of different Cetguaes, particularly

/| dz&A SND&a o6SF{SR 6KItSaz alLISNY ¢gKFfSa FyR FAY 6KIfSa

6
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Other species

During spring and summer 2020 presence of fin whales in the central and northern Adriatic was reported. BW
researchers surveyed the area of Velebit Chanel and photographed a single individual in August while in Septemt
another individualwas photographed, biopsied and vocalization was recorded. Comparison of documented
encounters with public reports indicated that several individuals were present in the Adriatic during

spring/summer/early fall 2020.

BWI recorded presence Efseudorca crassideirsthe northern Adriatic, near Rijeka in April and May 2021.

Other:

Through LIFE Delfi, an EUTadzy RSR LINRP2SOG> (GKS .2L RS@St2LISR | OAl
Cetacean species recorded in the Mediterran&aand providing platform to report observations to scientists. The
mobile app is available for Android and iOS from www.mararger.org currently in English, Croatian and Italian. The
app also enables citizens to directly call phone numbers of orgamzatggistered for providing aid in case there are
animals in distress and also enables partners to receive automated messages when reports are made based
selected preferencedParticipation/use is free hence we are inviting other interested organizatiofoin in and use

the app or help in promoting it with the public.

BWI collaborates with University of Primorska where several courses arethegiy to undergraduate and graduate
students.

BWI participated on severahtional and internationatonferences, workshops and meetings about marine mammals
and anthropogenic impacts presenting its work and published a number of scientific articles.

Baraj, E., Bego, F., Beqiraj, S., Beshku, H., Brivois, O., Cani, E., Cara, M., Daniel, C., Dedej, Z., GualaHglGaritart, C.
50 L2F1{SYARAAZ [/ ®X YILISRIYAS wodz Y| a1, I03(20p1% Egrated 4 | |
monitoring programme- Albania (Implementation of the Ecosystem Approach in the Adriatic Sea through Marine
Spatial Planning, Issue.

kB dalr 12@‘)\02 a®r . NA@P2A4aX hodr /SONARIYI 503 2,ICfHolgex, D] ¢
L1AOLI %oy LOFYy20A06% ! @3 L2F1SYARAAZ / &3 W21aAY20A0
CAD 2 67\ 6> +2® OHANHMU® L ¥ KMB@EMNRGrd(Eplemartayioh af hélBcysystern Ndprialald Y Y
the Adriatic Sea through Marine Spatial Planning, Issue.

[ 2Ya&0FNFGFaz '@ box | 2f OSHAE2022. Butomated HedBtighAatid>clagsifieatian rofn H
/| dz&A SNR&A o06SI 1SR 6KIfST &LISNY g K ldicdnparisoydRalgBrEnin péifarnfahde O
on DCLDE Oahu dataset. The 9th Workshop on Detection, Classification, Localization and Density Estimation of Ma
Mammals using Passive Acoustics, Waikiki, Oahu.

[ 2yaGFNIGFAZT ! @ bdx | Rt dSOEN HHAED 3/ dzAANBNARED 56 S Fd| SORH NHK:
the southern Adriatic Sea. 33rd Conference of the European Cetacean Society, Ashdod, Israel.

/| 2Ya&0GFENIGFaz ' ® bdsx |1 2f OSNE 5d3 3 ~A NP JdrdAdriatic ®ead2dtn H H
Biennial Conference on the Biology of Marine Mammals, West Palm Beach, Florida, USA.

| 2f OSNE {50d250 AadA>2 6WKADE 9 +dz6 dzNE ¢ &d® OHAHMO P wl NBE NBEO2NR
Adriatic Sea. Natura Croatica, 30(1), 2%8. https://doi.org/10.20302/NC.2021.30.18

Karcher, D. B., Cvitanovic, C., van Putteg,,|Colvin, R. M., Armitage, D., Aswani, S., Ballesteros, M., Ban, N. C.
BarragarPaladines, M. J., Bednarek, A., Bell, J. D., Brooks, C. M., Daw, T. M., deMadrzR. Francis, T. B.,
Fulton, E. A., Hobday, A. J., Holcer, D., Hudson, C., ang,Zh (2022). Lessons from brighbts for advancing
knowledge exchange at the interface of marine science and policy. Journal of Environmental Management, 31
114994. https://doi.org/https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jenvman.2022.114994
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Katsanevakis, S., €0 a ®> CNJ} aOKSGGASX {®X DAIF{12dzYAz {dX D2fR
Stelzenmiller, V., Albano, P. G., Bates, A. E., Bevilacqua, S., Gissi, E., Hermoso, V., Mazaris, A. D., Pital €f; Rossi,
Seker, Y., & Yates, K. (2020)velve Recommendations for Advancing Marine Conservation in European and
Contiguous Seas [Policy and Practice Reviews]. Frontiers in  Marine  Science, 7(879
https://doi.org/10.3389/fmars.2020.565968

La Manna, G., Melis, G., RaB® & LJA 6 = b @ Zkelwokthd B.} HolcekV®.3 Atzarii, ®., & Leeb, K. (2020).
Sustainable dolphin watching tours as a tool to increase public awareness of marine consepatomparative
analysis between two Mediterranean destinations and implications for management.alafriEcotourism, 7.
https://doi.org/http://doi.org/10.1080/14724049.2020.1742132

Luis, A. R., Ma@ollado, L. J., Rak®2 & LA X b dX DNARf Se&sx ¢z t I LIESE 9bZ
D., & Dos Santos, M. E. (2021). Vocal usalsrand geographic variations in the acoustic repertoire of the common
bottlenose dolphin. Scientific reports, 11(1). https://doi.org/10.1038/s41:528-907109

arA2pAB0OA0T WodI | 2f OSNE 5d3 7 dzNB JA O I otwldedificationdEdokion D
Bottlenose Dolphins (Tursiops truncatus) in Montenegrin Waters. In The Handbook of Environmental Chemistry (p
1-17). Springer. https://doi.org/http://doi.org/10.1007/698 2020 686

ar2pBBaOA0T WI t f @620)ASe& Labpte} (Petromyzdri rAa8rNg] Attactment to the Common
Bottlenose Dolphin (Tursiops truncatus). Aquatic Mammals, 46(2), -1662
https://doi.org/https://doi.org/10.1578/AM.46.2.2020.152

Picciulin, M., Bolgan, M.,Rakn2 a LJA 6 X b ®Iwt RANRDRABAES B 3 CIf]1]YySNE wd
in the Boat Noisé&bominated Soundscape of the Giles&scaron;inj Archipelago (Croatia). Journal of Marine Science
and Engineering, 10(2), 300. https://www.mdpi.com/20¥312/10/2/300

Pe§ A6 D®X wl {12 D24LAOEI bdx g |1 2f OSNE 5@ OHAHMOD . 2
Occurrence and demographic parameters [Journal Article]. Marine Mammal Science, 37(1),61142
https://doi.org/http://doi.org/10.1111/mms.12735

RakeD2 8 LIAG X b®dX [ alyyls Db tAOOAdAZ Ay adxr 3 [/ SOOK
structure of the common bottlenose dolphin. Behavioural Processes, 104281.
https://doi.org/https://doi.org/10.1016/j.beproc.2020.10281

RakeD2 ALIAO X bdX [ alyyls D®dI tAOQOOAdzZ AysS adr g [/ SOOK
structure of the common bottlenose dolphin. Behavioural Processes, 182, 104281.
https://doi.org/https://doi.org/10.1016/j.beproc.2020.1042B

~ANRPOADGSE ! ® CNIA&SNE Y®> g | 2f OSNE 5® o6Hnuno® [/ Sil
the Acoustical Society of America, 148(4), 22384. https://doi.org/10.1121/1.5147595

~ANRPOADGE | ®3 3 | ANDiseHombSeisnmir Sorveys inshé Southed Adridtiy Sea. In The Handbook o
Environmental Chemistry (pp-18). Springer Berlin Heidelberg. https://doi.org/10.1007/698 2020 710

~ANBQGAGS ! @3 222RI ad3 |/ 2ya20NFinwhaeprededze ib theSAdriatic Se franS N
acoustic recordings. 33rd Conference of the European Cetacean Society, Ashdod, Israel.

TeftSeker, Y., Mackelworth, P., Vega Fernandez, T., McManus, J., Nam, J., Tuda, A. O., & Holcer, D. (2020’
AlternativeDispute Resolution (ADR) and Track Two Processes Support Transboundary Marine Conservation? Les:
from six case studies of maritime disputes. Frontiers in  Marine Science, 714. 1
https://doi.org/http://doi.org/10.3389/fmars.2020.593265
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CONSERVATION BIOLOGY RESEARCH (@Ri®&fBity of Malta)

Name of the RepresentativeProf Adriana Vella, PhDO@ambridge '{;P;i;’ﬁ:‘ité

Capacity building activities

Lecturing at the University of Malta on cetacean speciessapervising scientific research projects on cetacean in
Maltese waters and in Italian waters to develop the skills in cetacean conservation research and monitoring in the
Mediterranean. Receiving internship requests for scientific research exposure lgysityistudents fronabroad.

Public awareness activities

Writing news features, talk about cetaceans on the pringe TV news linked to conservation needs and ongoing
research efforts. Involve promotion of marine biodiversity and cetaceamservation in schools and assist in
activities run in collaboration with the BICREF NGO.

Examples:

1 https://www.um.edu.mt/newspoint/news/2021/05/dolphinswhalesmaltesewaters

91 https://www.independent.commt/articles/2021-05-17/newspapetlifestyleculture/Dolphinsand
whalesstudiedin-Maltesewaters-aspart-of-our-biodiversity6736233546

1 https://www.um.edu.mt/newspoint/news/features/2020/january
/umacademicspresentlatestmarineresearchatbarcelonaconference

91 https://timesofmalta.com/articles/view/researcion-underwaternoisecetaceangresencein-the-
med.767728

1 https://www.independent.com.mt/articles/202805-03/locatnews/COVIEL9-may-help-us-
understandwhat-it-meansfor-marinelife-to-suffer-from-their-own-pandemics6736222700

9 http://bicref.org/news/conservationof-whalesand-malteseseasbiodiversity/

Research activities

Continued with longerm research on cetaceans in Maltese waters, ongsinge 1997 (through dedicated marine

and aerial surveys with contributions to conferences and scientific publications/reports) and extending efforts to
Italian waters, such as through the SEA MARVEL project, arMdte Interreg funded project that wikun till

2023, which has involved ACCOBAMS as an associate partner. Previous to this work on acoustic monitoring of nois
in Maltese waters was possible according to MSFD standards through the QuietMED | & Il projects. This researct
group is also activen cetacean strandings around the Maltese islands, collecting information and samples
accordingly. The representative is still the National Contact Person for the European Cetacean Society after 20 year:
with active participation in this international cetaan society, including the organization of the ECS conference in
Malta for the first and only time till now iB015.

After organizing an international workshop on Mediterranean Common Dolphins some years back in collaboration
with other scientists and NGOs, a special issue and review dedicated to this species were publisineatin
Conservation: Marine and FreshwaterosystemsThis was also possible through the involvement of this research
group and itgepresentative.


http://www.um.edu.mt/newspoint/news/2021/05/dolphins-whales-maltese-waters
http://www.um.edu.mt/newspoint/news/2021/05/dolphins-whales-maltese-waters
http://www.um.edu.mt/newspoint/news/2021/05/dolphins-whales-maltese-waters
http://www.independent.com.mt/articles/2021-05-17/newspaper-lifestyleculture/Dolphins-and-
http://www.independent.com.mt/articles/2021-05-17/newspaper-lifestyleculture/Dolphins-and-
http://www.independent.com.mt/articles/2021-05-17/newspaper-lifestyleculture/Dolphins-and-
https://w/
http://www.um.edu.mt/newspoint/news/features/2020/january-
http://www.um.edu.mt/newspoint/news/features/2020/january-
http://www.um.edu.mt/newspoint/news/features/2020/january-
http://www.independent.com.mt/articles/2020-05-03/local-news/COVID-19-may-help-us-
http://www.independent.com.mt/articles/2020-05-03/local-news/COVID-19-may-help-us-
http://bicref.org/news/conservation-of-whales-and-maltese-seas-biodiversity/
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CIMA RESEARCH FOUNDAT#DBrwards quoted asIMA)

Name of the RepresentativeAurelie MOULINS & MassimiliafrROSSO

Capacitypbuilding activities B aASl

T t NEFSaarzyl t | HghQuaiy\WhalsiakcRing colrgédzNMEyS (oKS FNI YSg2N] 2 7F
and in collaboration with ACCOBAMS. [2020: 16 participaBtglporting Activity CA2d.

1 Professional qualification courses for WWF Skippenget#f del pandat uone pratiche per l'osservazione dei
cetacei in maré Supporting Activity CA2d.

 Professional qualification course! 002 Y LI Iy | (i 2 NB éRuhded byzR&gidne 2igudal &N yFSE
20142020 organized and hold by the CIMA staff. [2021: 15 studepigjporting ActivityCA2d.

T t NEFSaaArz2yl t | SKEEAMAR gludleti QIR Bfatfoings daNdadne donitoing A y G KS F NI
the SICOMARpS. [2021: 33 participants].

T t N2PFSaairzyl f | Navijaiiohe comnierkigdle/e c@alaeESantudrio Pedagos y G KS T NI
the SICOMARplus. [2021: 120 participarfsipporting Activity CA2c.

1 Master's degree course University of GenoaCetologia e metodologie di monitoraggio dei cetap@0701G?
organized and hold by the CIMA staff. [2021: 18 studeSisfporting Activity CA4a.

f Master's degree course! Y A @S N& A (i Recndldbie iDnBwAtR/é perdl biomonitoraggio in ambiente marino
¢ 10701@?3 organized and hold partially by the CIMA staff. [2022: 13 studeBtgjporting Activity CA4a.

1 CETASMUS programa training experience of-@ months on methodologies for cetacean monitoring offered
by CIMA[2020-22: 22 partecipants from 7 countrie§upporting Activity CA4a.

f Capacity Buiding of the INRH staff in the framework oftthd2 2 S0 a ! +! VBSdeNBIRibNS AuR YV
interactions entre communautés de pécheurs et cétacés Pécherie sardiniere a la senne en Méditerrané
marocainé. [2021: 10 participantsSupporting Activity CA2a.

1 https://www.cimafoundation.org/news/fondazioni/corsai-formazioneper-accompagnatorali-turismo-marino
2 https://corsi.unige.it/off.f/2021/ins/51834

3 https://corsi.unige.it/off.f/2021/ins/51835

4 https://www.cimafoundation.org/cetasmu@rogramme/cetasmus.html
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Public awareness activities
1 Italian TVshow promoting the HQWW

T onnn O2 LA Sa °dsHibutedst& Wwhialévatdhigioperators, municipalities, tourist offices, schools,
protected areas in the framework of the ECOSTRIM project.

1 13 totems for touristic information about the HQWWlistributed in 10 municipalities in the framework of the
EcoSTRIM project.

1 20 posters and video gilto raise public awareness displayed on ferries and 10 posters for the crew displayed
on the command deck in the framework of the SICOMARplus project.

T ¢KS LIK2(G23aNI LIKAO SEKAOAGARYWS oMyl KLIAVEdE AITASS RA | O & BIOES
Festival dell'acquasola. [2 days in May 2020].

1 vdzAl | y R QGhiNVeoBEEsereMdrifigdmurimg the Festival della Scienza organizgdCIMA and ARPAL
in the framework of the SICOMARplus project. [10 days in October 2021].

1 CIMA was invited by 10 classes of secondary and primary schools, kindergarten, Province of Savona and Gen
to introduce marine environmental issues and present¢kéacean populations. [2020, 2022].

1 8 events to share the knoWwow on cetaceans:
- online, organized by a whale watching company of G§a020]°
- 2yt AYySsS 2NBFYAT SR 082020 'C LGFEAL a! LISNARLISE 32
- 2YEAY ST FT2N) GKS 0 232012 NBENEB aR3\y ldkyl AR VI[IPRP{IA 2APfEA 2R
- 2YyEAYST FT2NJ GKS LINBaASYyhlGAz2y 27F[20k6f5 R2 OdzyYSy i
- in-presence, organized by Spotorno municipdl§20,2021]
- in-presence, organized by the Propeller Club Port of Sajan#z]*
- in-presence, organized by Marina di Log2022]

Research activities

[2020,2021] SICOMAR plus profécfEU crosdorder Interreg ItalyFrance Maritime 2014£2020). Activities:
monitoring cetacean presence in the Ligurian Sea during winter season with ferries; ii) mapping hotspots for larg
whales, marine traffic and risk obllisions along ferry lines; iii) raising awareness with the professional training for
ferry crews; iv) summer school to use support decision making plat®uapporting Activity CA2c & CAla.

[2020,2021,2022] GIAS projétEU crosborder Interreg ItalyFrance Maritime 2012020). Activities: i) developing
a tool kit to monitor cetacean carcasses; ii) testing LIMPET tags to assess tag's reliability in particular tagging Cuvie
beaked whées.Supporting Activity CAlb & CAld.

5 https://www.striscialanotizia.mediaset.it/video/whalatchingcose-e-comesipratica_77151.shtml
6 https://www.ligurianseatrails.com/whalgisk/
7www.ligurianseatrails.com/whatevatchinggenova

8 www.corsocetacei.it

9 http://interreg -maritime.eu/web/sicomarplus/pronti-per-salpare

10 https://www.facebook.com/GolfoParadisoWhaleWhatching/vidég7498907220393

11 https://sub.wwi.it/eventi/aperipelagos20-luglio-il-whale-watchinge-limportanzadellecourismo
12 https://vimeo.com/497939246

13 hitps://marinadivarazze.it/santuarigpelagossinergiee-collaborazioneper-la-tutela-dei-cetacei/
14 http://interreq -maritime.eu/web/sicomarplus

15 http://interreq -maritime.eu/web/gias
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[2020,2021] ECOoSTRIM proj&dEU crosborder Interreg ItalyFrance Maritime 2012020). Activities: i) reporting

the list of commercial whalevatching activities; ii) implementing the High Quality Whale Watching® in Italy (Liguria,
Tuscany, Sardina); iii) promoting the High Qualityale Watching® in Italy with Whale Risk and Tourist information
panels; iv) developing the smartphone App ILogWhales (google store) to collect cetacean data fevattialeg
reporting. Supporting ActivityCA2d.

[2021] Assessing resilience of beaked letmopulations to human impacts: acoustical study project. Office of Naval
Research of the Department of the Navy of the United States of America. Activities: (i) deplbgggdd Cuvier's
beaked whales in the Ligurian Sea; (ii) recording acousticaeme@nt of the Cuvier's beaked whale; (iii) assessing
the reactions of Cuvier's beaked whale to noSapporting Activity CAlb.

[2020,2021,2022] Ziphius project. Main objective: evaluation of habitat use, home range analysis, abundance
estimate, social sticture, interactions with human activity (marine traffi§upporting Activity CAlb.

Other:

The openrsource platform Seawetta is an integrated welsIS platform developed by CIMA with mime
environmental data produced in the Copernicus framework and observed data. In 2019, it was capitalized by
SICOMARplus with AIS data and maps of collision risk between large cetaceans and commercial vessels. All type:
data can be used for decisignaking processes.

Publications:

1 David et al. 2022. Computing ship strikes and near miss events of fin whales along the main ferry routes in the
Pelagos Sanctuary and adjacent west area, in summquatic Conservation: Marine and Freshwater
Ecosystems.

1 Galli et al. 2022. Microplastic abundance and biodiversity richness overlap: Identification of sensitive areas in
the Western lonian Sedlarine PollutiorBulletin.

1 Grossi et al. 2021. Locating ship strike risk hotspots for fin wiggaénoptera physalj)sand sperm whale
(Physeter macrocephalpalong main shipping lanes in the Nelfestern Mediterranean Se@cean & Coastal
Management.

T YENII SG Ff®d Hanumd CA NRE (ZiphNBS CafildRi&s. Guiier 18A3PskréhdldgsialongS I
the Twisian coastMar BiodiverRec.

1 Ham et al. 2021. Predicting summer fin whale distribution in the Pelagos Sanctuary-\estdrn
Mediterranean Sea) to identify dynamic wheessel collision risk area&quatic Conservation: Marine and
FreshwatefEcosystms.

T .FAYA SG Ff® HanHmM® CANBO FaasSaavySyd 27F t ht Aiphiusy R C
cavirostrid skin biopsies from the Mediterranean S&aiRep

9 Tepsich et al. 2020. Trends in summer presence of fin whales in the WestditeivBnean Sea Region: new
insights from a longerm monitoring programPeerJ

1 Tepsich et al. 2020. Whale Watching in the Pelagos Sanctuary: Status and Quality Asséssmis in
Marine Science.

16 http://interreg -maritime.eu/web/ecostrim
17 https://www.seawetra.org
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ECOOCEAN INSTIBJT

Name of the Representative-éa DAVID >

Capacity building activities:
Several actions have been carried @uthe field of capacity building.

Firstly, interventions on cetacean study techniques, the species present, threats and solutions to limit impacts wer
made within the framework of a BTS pro at tig/cée de la mérin Séte.

In addition, several trainimp sessions of 2 to 3 days were conducted with professionals working on marine sites (e.g
harbors). These trainings provide theoretical knowledge on cetacean species in the Mediterranean, their conservatic
status, threats and impacts related to anthropoignoise, legal frameworks governing the protection of species and
measures to limit these impacts.

Public awareness activities:

As every year for the past 15 years, children with cancer or in remission have taken to the sea for a week on boarec
sailboat, to discover the marine environment, its inhabitants (cetaceans, birds, turtles...), study technigues ant
individual and collective means to act to limit the impacts of human activities on this fragile environment.

Intervention sessions witthe CETAMER educational tool have allowed us to raise awareness about the marine
environment, in particular about the sharing of space and resources between animals (cetaceans, birds...) and hum
activities, from the coast to the open sea.

In addition, ve had the opportunity to intervene several times in the local, national or international media, during
which we raised awareness on the fragility and the need to protect cetaceans.

Research activities:

We have conducted a study on the Ietegm evolution of striped dolphins and fin whales in the northwestern
Mediterranean over 25 years. This monitoring carried out from sailboats, in the framework of different studies as
well as with the contribution of structures managing ecovolunteers (supervised patticy science), shows the
importance of a monitoring by local actors on a standard methodological basis in order to hatertordata bases.

Our partnership with the Fix Line Transect Network, FLT Med Net, as a French partner on board ferries continues
We are active at the Mediterranean level in this network, to ensure a standardizedtdongmonitoring of
cetaceans, turtles and mactwaste over large areas. This network is part of theg-Term Monitoring Programme
(LTMB of ACCOBAMS.

Finally, we hae conducted a survey of bottlenose dolphins, human activities and anthropogenic noise in the Gulf of

Lion, analysis in progress. This study witkituand parallel measurements of cetaceans, human activities and noise
generated by the latter will provevaluable information on the subject.
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In addition, within the framework of ACCOBAMS, we have research partnerships on various topics, including Critic
Cetacean Habitat (identification of important areas for cetaceans that would be exposed to humatieagtand
climate change

Other:

Intervention as cetacean experts, notably with:

T
)l
)l

SPA/RAC

The French Office for Biodiversity

Various technical meetings within the framework of the DCSMM Member of the Scientific Committee of
ACCOBAMS

Expert,advisor, coordinator for the Conservation and Management Plan for Risso's dolphin, for the National
Action Plan of Algeria
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GREEN BALKANS NGO

Name of the RepresentativeDimitar Popov

WV
GREEN
BALKANS

Capacity building activities

2 experts attendedCeNoBS project workshop on analysis and threshold values based on cetacean aeriaghsurvey
September 2020 (online)

Green Balkans NGO organized Final Capitalization workshop of CeNoBS project in Sofia, Bulgaria in June 2021

2 experts attended GFCMirtual training course on the identification and handling of vulnerable species incidentally
caught during fishing operations in the Mediterranean and the Black Sea in February 2022

1 expert attended ACCOBAMSI Data Analysi¥orkshop Eastern Mediterraneaplanned for Istanbul but conducted
online in March 2022

Public awareness activities

Joint event for kids with Stara Zagora Library in July 2020

November 2020 was dedicated to cetaceans as part of awareness raising campaigtufar2000

In May 2021 Natura 2000 Day was celebrated in more than 10 towns and cities in Bulgaria and cetaceans were amc
flagship species

European Maritime Day was celebrated with Trakia Community Centre in Plovdiv in May 2021

2 reals size models ofdglk Sea common dolphin were produced within CBC Black Sea BioLearn project and exhibite
during diverse events in Burgas, Sozopol, Pomorie

Black Sea Action Dgy81 October 2021 was celebrated jointly with school of Chernomorets town

Book about dolphins, the sea and ecology was produced and printed in Bulgarian, English version is available onli
https://greenbalkans.org/delfini/en/Boolabout-dolphinsthe-seaecologyand-everythingelse.p18439

Researclactivities:

Vessel surveys using distance sampling line transect method are regularly organized in Bulgarian territorial waters
the Black Sea with coverage of 7%. Surveys were made in May and July in 2020 and 2021 as well as winter su
NovemberFelruary 2020/21. Abundance and density were estimated using Distance software.

Regular data on strandings is being collected.

In 20202021 project on bycatch monitoring and mitigation was completed supported by ACCOBAMS SCF. 3 mod
of pingers were testedmturbot bottom set gillnet on basis of agreements with different fishermartotal 243880

m of bottom set gillnets have been monitored. 78 cetaceans have been recorded as bycatch in thecgithBtack

Sea harbour porpoises, 3 Black Sea bottleraphins and 3 Black Sea common dolphins. 2 water birds were also
found in the nets; 1 Coot and 1 Moorhen. Pregnant porpoises were found in spring and lactating in summer. Overal
mean bycatch rate was 0.32 ind./km net while standardized bycatch ratendiViduals per effort (square
kilometers*days) varied between 0 and 45.79 (meah01). Trials of PAL pingers over two years have shown reduction
of bycatch with 86% that was statistically significant (p<0.05). Pilot study of microplastics in gasirahtestt of

Black Sea cetaceans (harbour porpoise and bottlenose dolphin) was made revealing existence of fibres and fragme
(size =5 - 25 mm)in all samples (277 items). Complementary study of prey items has revealed large dominance of
whiting (Merlangius merlangusfound in 73% of stomachs. Histological study revealed that almost half of the bycaught
cetaceans were suffering of pneumonia.

In January 2021 expert from Green Balkans was part of the IMMA Black Sea identification workshop.
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Since2020 a joint pilot passive acoustic study proje&lackCeTrendswas started in partnership with Chelonia UK,
Mare Nostrum NGO (RO), TUDAV (TR), UKRSCEC (UA) and ISU (GE). In Bulgaria 4 FPODs are installegl at 4 s
Kavaran, Balchik, Ravda and&mt. Data is being collected and expected to be analyzed.

Other:

In March 2020, statement was prepared and submitted to Bulgarian Ministry of Environment and Water concernin
seismic survey by TOTAL Oil company in Khan Asparuh block conducted byw@gaaeismic vessel in period March
May 2020. No info about MMO and PAM was available but main concern was being that the survey took place duril
spring season when highest density of endangered Black Sea harbour porpoise was registered in Bulgsinagl EEZ.

or AA was required by MOEW on the grounds of lack of data for sensitive areas and critical habitat for cetaceans
the block and in addition no N2000 sites being affected according to the ministry.
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GROUPE DE RECHERCHE SUR LES QERECES

Name of the RepresentativeDr. Alexandre Gannier G?EC

Groupe de
REcherche
sur les Cétaces

Capacity building activities

From 2020 to 2022, GREC conducted its level 1 cetology courses in Antibes, with a total of 46 trainees (from thr
countries, including the August 2022 sessida}pite the very difficult conditions due to Covid. These courses take
place every year at the end of the summer, with 4 GREC teachers.

Similarly, the level 2 courses (one week of practical training in cetology) were carried out in the Mediterranean, for
total of 11 trainees on board.

Public awareness activities
The publication on the GREC website (www.cetaces.org) follows a steady rhythm, and now it is relayed by a Facebt
page that counts 2500 followers, which generates a good impact of the pubiisat

With the organization SOS Grand Bleu, a conference on the changes in the cetacean population in the Céte d'Azur a
was organized in spring 2022, with a large audience.

Several articles in the regional press have focusesafeguarding the tranquility of dolphins in the Céte d'Azur area
and informing fishermen about the need to report incidental catches, which constitute a significant proportion of the
reported mortality.

Research activities

The notable actions were: (&h acoustic and visual survey during the period of covid confinement (May 20220
zone of the Liguré’rovencal), (2) a survey in the adjacent Atlantic zone-Aludyist 2020 and 2021). These two actions
have been initiated with our own funds usingethesearch sailboat Anacaona (12 m).

A collaborative work on fin whales was pursued (project manager Tethys). Work on updating sperm whale photc
identification data was continued (open to future collaborations).

Work on acoustic repertoire, disturbance aadtivity of blue and white dolphins is ongoing, with possible publication

in 2022 (submitted and under review).

A program to analyzé&tenelladiets (stomach contents) has been started with funding from Pelagos France, in
conjunction with the French RNE.

Other:

It should be noted that GREC conducted 5 operations to assist cetaceans in trouble (three species) during the peri
GREC has committed its own Abudgeted means to carry out these operations, with success in all cases (dolphins
and whalegeleased and secured from the public.

The ACCOBAMS logo has not been used so far.

17



ACCOBAMBIOP8/2022/Dot5Rev1

ISRAEL MARINE MAMMAL RESEARCH AND ASSISTANCE CENTER (IMMRAC)

Name of the RepresentativesDan Kerem & Oz Goffman

Capacity building activities
Training neWMMRAC volunteers in the use of the Delphis palm computer during cetacean surveys and on collectin
data from stranded cetaceans

Public awareness activities
Frontal and zoom lectures to kindergartens, schools, general public (senior citizen kivhetzim) and stakeholders
(Navy, saitlubs, gas industry, lifeguards).

2020¢ 36
20202021¢ 24
2021-2022- 23

Research activities

9 FEisheries interaction®Bimonthly oneday sailings aboard working trawlers.

1 Morphometric research on sketial elements of bottlenose and common dolphifdomparison of Black Sea &
eastern Mediterranean populations.

9 Diet analysis of resident cetacesan

Brand, D., Edelist D., Goffman, O., Hadar, N., Scheinin, A., Kerem, D. 2021. Common dolphins, comnwonateansrit

off southern Israel, demonstrate uncommon dietary habits. Aquatic Conservation: Marine & Freshwater Ecosysten

31(S1): 121.

9 Collecting citizefscience opportunistic reports on cetaceans in Israeli waters

Kerem, D., Galili, O., Goffman, 2020. News from IMMRAC 2020. FilNSewsletter of ACCOBAMS 10: 23.

Other:

1 IUCN assessment of the Mediterranean cetacean subpopulations

Kerem, D., Frantzis, A., Scheinin, A. & Goffman, O. 30210 bredanens{®lediterranean subpopulation). The IUCN
Red List of Threatened Species 2021: e.T160158217A1601588%3.//dx.doi.org/10.2305/IUCN.UK.2021
3.RLTS.T160158217A1601583863.€
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INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF OIL & GAS PROIMEERS

of Oil& Gas
Producers

Name of the RepresentativeHarvey Johnstone I o ity

Capacity building activities
IOGP will be launching a new underwater sound research database todinghich is expected to be available at
the end of May/early June. IOGP will be launching the tool via social media.

This establishment of this database was identified from regulatory authority feedback: that the level of scientific
AY T2 NYI (G ha PeertvgrialfeL Thelbaline database is a signposting tool to direct users to available scientific
research publications/studies associated with Exploration & Production activities. The database allows the user to
filter the search by stages of E&P aitji as well as the stages of assessment.

Public awareness activities

IOGP has a dedicated website for sound and marine life (S&Migueitd and marine life | IOGkhich contains

many links to reports, information and fact sheets on various aspects of S&ML. In addition, seismic surveys and
marine mammals are discussed with more detafbatsmic Surveys & Mariidammals |IOGP

We have also established a scientific research joint industry programme (JIP) on sound and marine life which has
been endorsed as an Ocean Decade Action by UNESCO. The JIP has its own welidRScaind & Marine

Home (soundandmarinelife.orghll of the scientific research funded or-unded by the JIP is available in this
library : DMS Home (intertek.com)

Anyone can subscribe to a mailing list to receive news and updates from the JIPs.

Research activities
IOGP hasdopted a preactive role to improving scientific knowledge and understanding of potential impacts
associated with underwater sound, through the establishment of the Sound and Marine Life Joint Industry
Programme (SML JIP). Research projects funded thrtwaghlP are categorised into several disciplines:

1 Sound source characterisation gmpagation

1 Physical effects of sound on the heargygtem

9 Behavioural responses and biological significance

1 Mitigation and monitoring

1 Development of research tools
Colladoration is one of the founding principles of the JIP. We have deliberately engaged&aatidg scientists to
guide our research and ensure that it conforms to the highest standards. The JIP is informed by an advisory board
of experts and contracts witkeading scientists to conduct research. Scientists must submit papers to scientific
journals and release their data to the public.
This JIP has been endorsed by UNESCO as an Ocean Decade Action
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KYMA SEA CONSERVATION & RESEARCH

Name of theRepresentative Silvia Frey \(} KYMA

sea conservation & research

Public awareness activities

KYMA sea conservation & research conducted two public awareness campaigns during the perd@)22:20n

one hand about fisheries and overfishing and the threats cetaceans and other marinelsafiitma due to
entanglements. On the other hands the NGO has initiated a petition in Switzerland to stop microplastic entering the
waterways. The petition is running till the end of April 22 and will be delivered to the authorities in May 22. Although
the petition and associated public awareness activities have been set up in Switzerland not being part of the
ACCOBAMS area it may be a signal to other countries if steps are going to be taken against aguatic microplasti
pollution by the authorities ilswitzeland.

28§ INB [Ffaz2 LINI 2F GKS AYyGSNylFrdAz2yrt OFYLI ATy aaidz
to fisheries which is accompanied by online information serving to raise public awareness with reference to
overfishing.

Researclactivities:

KYMA sea conservation & research is conducting cetacean surveys in the western part of the lonian Sea as well ¢
in the southeastern part of the Thyrrhenian sea since 2020. The survey results are delivered to the ACCOBAMS
database of OBIS &map. The project is run with the help of volunteers and thus serves also to educate people
about the life and threats of cetaceans in the Mediterranean Sea and the work of ACCOBAMS.

The project is also collecting information about the plastic pollutionuinresearch area. Thereby we are surveying
microplastic floating at sea according to a protocol developed by the Interreg Mediterranean MEDSEALITTER
program and are collecting microplastic samples since 2021 which are integrated in the respectiveabiceian p
database of the UNEP Global Environment Monitoring program.
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MARECAMRSSOCIAZIONE ODV

Name of the RepresentativeDr Clara Monaco

o o
g gy 0>

Capacity building activities

We have strengthened collaborations and exchanges with our partners, ahdweeexpanded the circle of volunteers
and new organizations with which we have initiated partnerships aimed at completing and improving the knowledge
and skills of each.

We have strengthened our network of collaborations with universities, nationaliestischools, and experts in the
field of marine biology and conservation.

A specific team of students and marine biologists was trained for carrying out resear¢hyeem and dissemination
activities.

We have promoted our projects with administrat®mt regional and international level. Output and results of our
activities have been shown in scientific journals and by the Press.

New donors trust in our mission and partially support us in maintaining our boats and little projects. Marecamp is par
of the 30x30 national campaign in Italy.

Public awareness activities

2SS KI @S 0SSy (KS dzyAljdzS LINBY2GSNE | yi&Re 2NBlzyh NENBAE T
fla4G n @8SINRIZ &adFNIHAYy3I FNRY GKS aDA2NYI Gl blFET A2yl S
schools, youths, and different categories of sailors, using participative and eftiimce approaches. #dgties
included sea cleanup, collective monitoring of cetaceans and sea turtles, informative sessions about protected marir
species.

2SS (G221 LINI G2 GKS 0A2RAQOSNEAGE Of dzZaGSNE YINRYS a
hindered some activities, we continued to carry out the same with live marine surveys on the social networks, online
challenges for the new generations, webinar for schools and different categories of local associations, live from tr
boat for telling guidelinesetc. publicized how to conduct a sustainable lifestyle, how to respect the code of good
O2yRdzOG T2NJ 20aSNVAYy3I R2fLKAYyAaAX gKIFIG G2 R2 Ay OFa&S
traaA2ySés aDSYSNI T A2y Sontinfiedzb beldbtiReanSr@rly Secondaty BBoOIs of Catakid, &
Italy, about sea education and field experience on cetaceans to support awareness on marine vulnerable species &
threats.

With our online form we continued to collect data from everyone comroata sightings of cetaceans and sea turtles.
The main activities of the association have been shared through meetings, press releases, social networks, regio
and national tv.

Research activities

2 A0K GKS @2fdzy i SSNIJ LINPINI SNIBIF GB2Y LKXY kS OHAFIA2FYR
population dynamics in the Sicilian waters, with a special focus in the Gulf of Cggari@und. The most frequent
species in the area are bottlenose dolphin (decreasing) and striped dolphin (staiptejton dolphin and sperm whale
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are sighted too. Less frequently we observed fin whale and rotagithed dolphin. We have no reports on the
LINS&ASyOS 2F wAhiaazQa R2fLKAY FTNRBY n &SIFNRO®

Surveys were dedicated also to collect data on human threats like miaaiffie and marine litter that are very strong
in our study area.

We supported internships and university thesis about the distribution of cetaceans in Sicily;IBhbioacoustics,
interaction cetaceandisheries.

LG Aa 2y32Ay3 (K& ondnevsrillgBichistiatedley to depredafidPedents, testing an innovative
alert system on sma#icale fishing gears.

We participate in sharing data on EmodNet, InterMed, and for the annual reports of the International Whaling
Commission.

Last yeamwe have taken part to the FLT network managed by ISPRA carrying out marine surveys along the Catar
Malta, Porto Empedockeampedusa, and TrapaRantelleria routes, crossing the Strait of Sicily.

Other:

The pandemic event slowed down ati@maged many activities of the association which had to survive in recent years.
However, we have done our best to keep basic research and outreach activities alive.

Marecamp still is a small entity, however, effort of the volunteers is very high as sviiledevel of its projects and
achieved results.

2SS O2yGAydzsS (2 0SS 62NNASR Fo2dzi GKS adlasS 2% GKS O
that dedicated monitoring could clarify the situation, so we continue to search for good nasowhich can permit

to the association the increasing of the observation activities and the recruitment of specialized personsuithin
these issues.

Northeastern Sicily is not well considered in the last maps of ACCOBAMS concerning CCH andtiiiMaame
GAYSET GKS LI NIOAOdzZ I NJ OSiGF OSFy | odanpdigyyOS Ay GKS | NBI

So, we sincerely renew our recommendation to include the Gulf of Catania and nearby waters in these protecte
categories, considering the presence of suamerable species in such a threatened environment
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MARE NOSTRUM NGO

Name of the RepresentativeMarian PAIU I

NS estrum
—

Capacity building activities

In 2021, with the help of Romanian Ministry of Environment, Waters and Forests we organized arwonksieop
Gw2l RYI EX 2d1loMR GKS 3I22R adlFrdsS 2F OSiGlI OSIFyaé ¢KSNB
establish a better workflow and collaboration between all the actors involved in the process of marine mamma
conservation.

2 A (i KA Y ingthe &uinérabaity of the Black Sea marine ecosystem to human press(ABEMONE) projeetnd
dYGSNI OlA2y 0S0G6SSy YIFNRYS £ AddGSNTdMaprojecStive lideSrangatt A y
and distance sampling training sessi¢2&@0¢ ANEMOMNE and 20Z]1CetMal)were conducted, where 1&ainees
participated.

Under the Memorandum of Understanding between Mare Nostrum NGO, National Institute for Marine Research an
5S@St2LIYSYydi oDNRI2NBE ! yiALl ¢ dnomi@ickRiceziand |Vetdrigad Nidicine ot
Bucharest and Cluj, University of Veterinary and Pharmaceutical Sciences Brno, was developed a scientific framew
to identify the natural causes of death among cetaceans, in which four necropsies were perforrigsl matter. And

in the frame of CeNoBS project two participants were attending the online necropsy workshop of Liege University.
In the last 12 years Mare Nostrum NGO coordinates the Stranding Monitoring Network which involves students
teachears, other parties such economic agents from the entire Black Sea coast, institutes and the Basin
Administration. The purpose of this netwois to identify all the cases of stranded cetaceans which occur on Romanian
coast. In the past 2 years, over 1 500 people have participated on trainings dedicated for this network.

Public awareness activities

Yearly Mare Nostrum NGO is conducting sessions to inform people aboah#i®nmentalproblems in the Black

Sea, especially regarding cetaceansth around 100 media apparitions, around 6 million people were informed via
different channels such as natial and local mass media, face to face informing sessions, training sessions, anc
conferencesAmong the media apparitions, Mare Nostrum is organizing public events such as Earth Hour, Green Wee
Dolphin Day ACCOBAMS Daynd Black Sea Day, which are udohg topics concerning the Black Sea cetaceans
problems.Due to the pandemic situation caused by the CGMDpart of these public events was held online, such
as on social media platforms

Not least, in the autumn of 2021, took place the enrolling mes®r the new observers in the Strandings monitoring
network. Approximately, 600 students and teachers were trained with the purpose of cetacean monitoring at the
Romanian seashore.

t NEY2GAy3a GKS a/ AGAT Sy aOASyOS éna6oigh Rafdrdi khera pedje whozr@ G N
sailing in the territorial waters of Romania can join and share their encounters with dolphins. The group was create
in 2020 on the occasion of the Dolphin Day celebration where 110 people have joined. Betweeand(®2I21, 56
sightings were recorded from this group, contributing to OBMsgaDataBasend MEDACES.

Research activities
Coordination of Stranding Monitoring Network and task force in collecting data on 164 stranded cases along th
Romanian coast.
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Even though it is a good source of information, the network only identifies the cases of dead cetaceans, therefore it
neededperiodical sea surveys to estimate the abundance of the cetacean in the Romanian Black Sea waters. In tl
light, two sea surveys within the territorial waters were conducted, one in 2020 undei & Stie &ulngrability of

the Black Sea marine ecosystémmhuman pressurags(ANEMONE) project and the second under thr@eraction
0SG6SSY YIFINARYS tAGGSNI I yR OS@GetMa)piojgca In tbtgl 15@Hektisieidays at geh § S
and 140 sightings, summing 415 cetaceans were recorded.

In addition, another type of survey was done during the fishing season in 2020, WefdoBS Support MSFD
implementation in the Black Sea through establishing a regional monitoring system of cetaceans (D1) and noi
monitoring (D11) for achieving GB®ject. Five onboard on fishing vessels surveys were conducted, carried out to
establish the bycatch rate in the Black Sea

In the summer of 202@ninitiative monitoring cetaceaimn the Black Sethroughpassive acoustic monitorirggarted.
BlackCeTrends pject is developed in partnership with 6 partners, 5 from Black Sea riparian countries (Romania
Ukraine, Bulgaria, Turkey, and Georgia) and 1 from the United Kingdom, tR{D Bevices developed by Chelonia
Limited. During that period wagoordinated bythe NGO Mare Nostrumlhe monitoring aims tadentify out the
dynamics of cetacean populations, the interaction between species, but also ethological data, being a premiere on tt
Black Sea.

Other:
The main projects in which the acti8tda & SNB LISNF2NXYSRS>Z dzyRSNJ G4KS al NB
/| 2yaSNBIGA2Yy 2F . f1 01 {SI /SGlFrOStrya¢ sSNBY
Project Financing
Assessing the vulnerability of the Black Sea ma CBC JOP Black Sea Ba8i#2020
ecosystem to human pressures (ANEMONE).
Interaction between marine litter and cetaceans| Sustainable Ocean Alliance (SOA)
coastal waters of Romania
CeNoBSSupport MSFD implementation in the Blg MSFD Second Cycle: Implementation of the new
Sea through establishing a regional monitorj decision and programmes of measures,
system of cetaceans (D1) andise monitoring (D11| Environment
for achieving GES
BlackCeTrends Own funds
Adopt a dolphin campaign Public campaign
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MADEIRA WHALE MUSEUM
Note: TheMadeira Whale Museum officially joined as partner in 2022.

Name of the RepresentativeLuis FREITAS
museudabaleia

Capacity building activities
- Will coorganise a workshop on cetacean genetics in the ACCOBAMS area in September 2022
- Participation in the WGW\Wheetings (including Revision of the Guidelines for commercial cetagatahing
in the ACCOBAMS Ajea

Public awareness activities

Research activities

Other:
- Contribution to the CCH meeting in March 2022
- Participation to the Scientifi€ommittee meeting in November 2021
- Contribution to the ASI meeting in September 2021
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MARINE MAMMALS RESEARCH ASSOCIATIONDBADA T aSYSt At SNA | NI 860G P

Capacity building activities

T

Online training tools undeéRemote Internship with DMAB was releasedo the local studentgwith no cost
attached)where anylocalstudentcan sign up and gain key skills on dadHiection, analysis and report writing.
Geographic InformatiorSystem tutorialwas broadcasted in youtube which hdveen viewed more than 60,000
viewers.

Eight differentworkshopswere organized on visual and acoustic survey techniques prior to our dedicated survey
effort within the Eastern Mediterranean Sea. The lgirop was attended by 50 students

The workshop attendances later invited to participate to theearch survepf(i KS G DA I y i DdzZl NRA
{ SIF &¢ LINPpeaftiCaliskills.2 I Ay

Public awareness activities

1

An art exhibitionwas organiseih ICCesme Marina in September 2021 and reached over 200 people through the
FNIGg2N] a/ SiFOStya 2F ¢dz2NJ S@é AY HAHM

Information posters were created with cetaceans of Turkey. The posters were distributed to schools, public hall:
fishery cooperatives and govermmtal bodies.

GLG A& G22 [ 2dzR b 2 ¢ HéTheNBpoi2 duiimaificesihe avitiénye ol ddiset pallatiknSoR
different species of cetaceans, proposes solutions and ACCOBAMS Resolutions to beéhasmdigation guide.

The IstanbulMunicipality prepared a short documentary in October 2021 about Istanbul Strait dolphins to draw
attention to the marine biodiversity of this cosmopolitan city and asked DMAD to contribute to this. The videos
can be found on YouTube and can also be seearabevery ferry in Istanbul.

A preliminarycetaceansighting network is started in Turkey. Overall, 67 sightings were reported, of which 37%
had location references or coordinates to be mappEdht cetacean speciesere reported The majority of the
sichtings were reported from Gokceada in the North Aegean Sea (an area where DMAD does not currently ha
active operations).

A collaboration was made with Setur Marinas in September 2021. Setur Marinas is a corporation that has the mo
established and widgpread marinas in Turkey, with a total of 10 marinas along the coastline of Turkey and one ir
Greece. Currently, the marinas display DMAD stickers and posters emphasising the presence of whales in Turl
and the heavy human pressures they are under.

Resarch activities

1

Istanbul Strait: 11 different boat surveysemploying only visual techniques and phadentification, were
conducted with WWH urkey since 2020. Each surveyed revealed the presence of bottlenose dolphins, commor
dolphins and harbour poises in the Strait.

Dilek Peninsula National Pari8easonal survey effort through visual and acoustic survey effort was conducted in
the Dilek Peninsula National Patogether with WWHFurkey While summer, autumn, winter seasons were
covered in 2020 sueys, survey effort was limited to a single summer survey in 2021 due to the restrictions of the
COVIEL9 pandemic. Common dolphins were the only sighted species, with a group size ranging from two to 1.
individuals and subadults were always present withie group.
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1 Antalya Bay:Three days of survey in 2020 and 47 days of survey in 2021 was conducted in Antalya Bay. The I
number of survey effort in 2020 is the reflection of the Cel@dpandemic. Sighting rate showed a steady decline
in the Antalya Bay since 2019 with only 16¥sighting chance in 2021 while it was 70% in 2017. Bottlenose
dolphins was the most frequently sighted species

1 Eastern Mediterranean Sea of TurkeyBix seasons were coveredhrough visual and acoustic survey
methodologieshbetween 2020 and 2022, extending the entire territorial waters of Eastern Mediterranean Sea of
Turkey and Finike Seamounths High Sea Marine Protected . LKA Y AR &aLISOASas aLls
beaked whales were encountered during the surveys.
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ASSOCIATION MENKAB, IL RESPIRO DEL MARE

Name of the RepresentativeBiagio Violi, PhD ir

MENKAB

Capacity building activities

In the biennium 2022022, the researcher of Menkab, il respiro del mare association have been involved in the
monitoringactivities of several species from the Atlantic Ocean. During such events, the team was involved in sever
meetings with other partners and researchers in order to monitor efficiently these sightings and manage some
unexpected events (e.qg., killer whalesGenoa harbour).

{2YS YSYOSNE 2F (GKS GSIY KIFE@S FGGSYyRSR F RSRAOIGS
YIEYylF3SYSyid 2NHFYAT SR o6& !lljdad N2 2F [AG2Ny2d {2YS Y
(minke whales, humpbackhales, killer whales) and population of the North Atlantic. Some members have got the
Bosiet (Basic Offshore Safety Induction and Emergency Training) certificate for a safe management of emergencie:
sea while offshore. Such certificate has been takeroiider to participate in future expeditions within the
Mediterranean Sea as MMO or PAM operator. Menkab member are ACCOBAMS MMpdtAldrs.

Furthermore, biologists and researchers regularly meet to improve Menkab plans and research activities.

Publicawareness activities

Keeping the main objective of (1) rising people awarene<d 8nii I (p&seylca @ithin our Sea and (2) teaching new
generations (from children to adult) aboanthropicpressures that threat whales and dolphins, several activitie#g ha
been performed during 2020022 biennium. Today, many people still ignore the presence of great whales in the
Mediterranean Sea. Menkab with several municipalities (belonging to Pelagos partenary), with other association:
foundations schools, universes and marine protected areas (Bergeggi and Portofino) has plan different activities:

- Photos and videexhibitions

- lectures with sailors, focused on how to avoid stress cetaceans during navigation andbehave

- beach cleaning with students s€hools

- lectures with students of high school focused on how to distinguishes the different cetaceans species of thi
Mediterranean Sea and what are the physical parameters to study and how to collect those data.

- Dedicated courses t® S i I Co®lbgyandecology, open tainiversitystudents

- LI NI A OACBAGRY! & GR&E f I Fo@yan&seliiniGeneay Italy) withye&uras oniine r high
schools (in 2020) and exhibition of photos and a multidisciplinary laboratory on how cetaceans usi acdntsract

in the underwatemworld;

- I aK2NI ¢6S6 aSNASa OFffSR a/®2&EISOB. I THeESies Sims tdsBows O |
how close are whalesdolphinto our shoreline of the Ligurian Sea. To date, this series count 6atiffepisodes. It

is open source and can be visualized by everyone. Menkab team use it during several eduactiidgtias.

Research activities

During 20262022 biennium, the association Menkab run two research projectsCAREODOMNd the

VISITOR@&oject. The first one is dedicated to the sperm whale and has three objectives:

- increasing the photo id catalogue (counting 100 individuals to daftéhe individuals that cross the study
area between Savona and Genoa (the northern side of the Pelagos Sanctuary), and identify individuals sighted wit!
social units, that are rare sighting in thiea;

- assessing the presence of SW in wintertime thioagoustic, the association is indeed keep going research
activities during the wintertime in order to increase the data on sw wiot&urrence.
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- assessing the population structure of SW within the Mediterranean through genetic analyses. The geneti
assessment results have been drafted in a manuscript yet submitted.

¢tKS {SO2yR LINR2SOG Aa RSRAOIGSR G2 GKS @grairidz2Nna al
whales and false killer whales sighting have been analysed and thidiegiions have been done:

+A2fAZ . X +£+SNAIZ ! o3 X3 2S8Sy1 Stz ChP2d OSHAHMOD | G|
(Megaptera  novaeanglige from the  West Indies. Agquatic Mammals  47(6), 59%11.
https://doi.org/10.1578/AM.47.6.2021.599

aNdza Ol 212X ad® ¢dT +A2fAT . dZ Xg 2NNIT I ad 6HAGeNIsP |
orca) fromlceland via Spain and Italy to Lebanblarine Mammal Science;10. https://doi.org/10.1111/mms.12866

/ FEt23SNRB> D®PI . AlaAiaarsz 9 daesPX¥eadornascrassidepsd i EheZNGuitay S8 ang T
review of Mediterranean records$iystrix32(2), 0.https://doi.org/10.4404/hystrix00428 2021

These two projects will be continued in the biennium 22224
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MIRACETI

Name of the RepresentativeHélene Labach

MIRACET
-

Capacity building activities: = =

1 CA2 Whale Watching

Annual animation of the HigQuality WhaleWatching® brand, supported by the Ministry of Ecological Transition and
the ACCOBAMS:

- Coordination of the animation

- Training sessions

- Assessments

- Creation and dissemination of communication materials;

- Development of a longerm economic strategy to improve the added value of the brand;

- Expertise on whalevatching and the implementation of the High Quality Whdlatching® brand;

- Writing articles in mgazines, expert journals or general public.

1 CA2 Ship strikes

Annual animation of a program "Commercial navigation and cetaceans" to limit collisions in the Mediterranean

supported by the Ministry of Ecological Transition:

- Scientific andducational coordination of the REPCET® network;

- Implementation of a development strategy to improve the performance of REPCET®

- Participation in workshops on the project of Particularly Vulnerable Maritime Zone in the Mediterranean;

- Regular exchanges withipping companies on the subject of collisions;

- Training of sailors and students (ENSM of Marseille);

- Educational engineering to deploy the theme "Commercial shipping and cetaceans" in maritime training centers
Creation and dissemination of tools to pnote REPCET® and to raise awareness of collisions;

- Publication of an annual (and tgrear 20162020) assessment of the reports published on REPCET®.

- Intervention with the students at the National Maritime School

- Organization and participation in various timaal, international and local institutional meetings related to
collisions

Public awareness activities

1 Writing of a press release in 2020 "Deconfinement: what impacts on cetaceans?" and organization of a pre:
conference to present the good approaches to cetacean observation (27 media coverage).

1 Joint writing with CIMA Research Foundation of a short artarithe FINS 2020 Newsletter on the missions carried
out in France and ltaly in the framework of the HQWW® brand.

1 Organization of about ten conferences and debates on different topics (waste, whadhing, collisions, etc.)

1 Animation of numerous infonation stands, notably at the Generation Nature Spaces of the IUCN World
Conservation Congress (2021). These events gatiee opportunity to introduce the interactive game "Odycet:
discovering the world of cetaceans" to different audiences (https://briest.eu/whale-watching/index.html).

1 Organization of pedagogical animations in an elementary school of Martigues (2021);

9 Participation in the operation "Martigues Propre" (2020) and in the "Féte de la Science": realization of cetacea
cards for the "Stret Science" course (2020) and organization of the "Céta'Science" festival in Carro (2021);
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1 Creation of an educational exhibition (6 kakemonos) presenting the place of humans and cetaceans in th
ecosystem.

1 Joint accompaniment with the artist Anne Defré&vibf a mural project on the theme of cetaceans in the
neighborhood houses of Martigues (2021);

9 Distribution of annual newsletters on the High Quality WRHalatching® label;

1 Animation of social networks (Facebook and Instagram) dedicated to raising pwlaieness, including the
HQWW® brand Facebook page.

Research activities:
1 CAL:Improve knowledge otihe conservation status of cetaceans

Development of a cetacean monitoring strategy and support for the implementation of a bottlenose dolphin

monitoring program within 5 Marine Protected Areas:

- Cap Corse and Agriate Marine Natural Park (Z8020), supported by the French Office of Biodiversity (OFB).

- Calanques National Park (262022), funded by the park.

- Camargue Regional Nature P§2k202022), Corniche Varoise Natura 2000 site (22@23), Cap Ferrat Natura
2000 site (2022023), supported by the Proven#dpesCéte d'Azur (PACA) Regional Directorate for the
Environment, Planning and Housing (DREAL).

MARKER Project (202D22)- Ealuation of the pressure of whal@atching activities on cetaceans and the ecological
and socieeconomic effectiveness of the "High Quality Whdatching® " distinction mark in the French
Mediterranean. Carried out in partnership with Vertigo Lab and sujggl by the Direction Interrégionale de la mer
Méditerranée within the framework of the measures and monitoring programs of the Marine Strategy Framework
Directive (MSFD).

TURSMED (204820) and TURSMED Il (2€223) programs carried out in partnerphvith the OFB and aiming to
promote the implementation of an integrated and sustainable management of the bottlenose dolphin on the French
Mediterranean coast through the development of the network of marine protected areas. The objectives are:
1. Characteize and monitor the bottlenose dolphin population in the French Mediterranean continental shelf
U Implementation of a harmonized monitoring at the scale of the facade
U Training of managers
i Monitoring campaigns of the species
i Data analysis
2. Toinitiate new actions, in order to contribute to the evaluation, characterization and achievement of the good
ecological status concerning cetaceans and in particular the bottlenose dolphin within the framework of the
implementation of the MSFD in the Frdnklediterranean.
U Creation of an issue assessment tool

Coordination and monitoring of strandings on the French Mediterranean coast
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MORIGENOSSLOVENIAN MARINE MAMMAL SOCIETY

Name of the RepresentativeTilen Genov Y.

Capacity buildingctivities:

Morigenos provides regular support to other researchers from the ACCOBAMS region and elsewhere whenev
requested. This consists of advice, practical training and exchange of protocols anéhdwwoduring the past
triennium, Morigenos has traed several students from Slovenia and other countries of the ACCOBAMS area, througl|
the implementation of undergraduate and postgraduate research theses, Erasmus exchange programme or othg
types of internships. A PhD thesis on the population ecologyawietir and conservation status of bottlenose dolphins

in the Gulf of Trieste was produced. Collaborative work with the local MPA resulted in guidelines for monitoring an
conservation of mobile species within local MPAs.

Public awareness activities

Morigenos carried out a range of public awareness activities, including annual summer Dolphin Day in Piran, annt
GAYGSNI 52f LIKAY bAIKG Ay [2dzofatyls Fyyddt 52fLKAY
morigenos.org website, social media ¢Ebook, Twitter, Instagram), mainstream media, popular articles and
interviews, and various events and lectures. Morigenos regularly attends various types of events, presenting lecture
on the conservation of cetaceans in the northern Adriatic and the Madinean, working with universities, secondary
and primary schools, kindergartens, other NGOs, MPA managers, divers, etc.

In relation to recreational boat traffic and the associated underwater noise, Morigenos actively promotes a code 0
conduct for respnsible behaviour at sea and around cetaceans, in order to minimise the effects of noise disturbance
For this reason, Morigenos produced and regularly distributes dedicated leaflets for boat owners.

Space and funding for a new education centre in Piras wrocured during 2022022. The education centre is
scheduled to be open for public in early 2023.

Research activities

Morigenos carries out yeaound research and monitoring programme on common bottlenose dolphins in the
northern Adriatic Sea (and occasionally other species occurring in the area). This includes studies of populati
abundance, survival and reproductiveeadogy via photedentification and markecapture techniques, social
structure, interactions withfisheries, habitat use, acoustic behaviour and underwater noise via passive acoustic
monitoring, genetic population structure, the effects of chemical palhis and feeding ecology via biopsy sampling,
and behaviour and body condition via the use of unmanned aircraft. Investigations of stranded cetaceans are al
carried out.

During the last triennium, annual abundance and survival estimates were produce feeriod of 20122020, using
mark-recapture techniques. A pilot project investigating the spatial and temporal variability of underwater noise in
the Gulf of Trieste was carried out. A study utilizing stable isotopes assessed thgoptriation varialdity in diet of
dolphins in the area. Collaborative work with a local MPA provided an assessment of the role of the MPA for th
conservation of bottlenose dolphins.
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Other:

Dialogue and communication with national and local stakeholden® developed ad/or maintained. This includes

the Ministry of Environment and Spatial Planniinistry of Agriculture, Forestry and Food, Institute for Water of
the Republic of Slovenia, Institute of Nature Conservation of the Republic of Slovenia, municipalitgeshelon
Slovenian coast, variousiiversitiesand research institutes, local museums, local fishermen and the local community.

Morigenos actively participated at various key activities of ACCOBAMS, including the meetings of the Scienti

Committee, the deglopment of species Conservation and Management Plans for bottlenose and common dolphins
workshops on Cetacean Critical Habitat and genetics, etc.
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OCEANCARE
/
Name of the RepresentativeNicolas Entrup, Director International Relations oceaiare

Thereport A& | OO02YLI yASR o0& (62 |RRAGAZ2YLIE FAESad MmO |
programme of collaboration with the permanent Secretariat during the 20@22 triennium, providing information

about the support provided toward$e involvement in the implementation of ACCOBAMS Programme of work, as
well as activities on communication and awareness. 2) an overview about research and conservation projects funded
and/or cofunded by OceanCare within the triennium to support researshend partners towards the joint
objectives. With an overall project support of close8@0.000,- CHF (785.000EUR), excluding expenditure by
OceanCare staff itself, conservation efforts within the Agreement area mark a priority for the organiZéugon.
information provided within this template is a brief general summary about the more detailed information provided
within the two documents referenced.

Capacity building activities

By providing significant support towards researchers and conservatiganisations, institutions and individuals in
numerous Range States (incl. Bulgaria, Greece, Italy, Slovenia, Spain) OceanCare contributes significantly also
capacity building initiatives. The activities by supported partners, as well as Oceas€léreainge from facilitating

and supporting workshops addressing the impacts of ocean noise and plastic pollution and interaction of dolphins
with fisheries, supporting stakeholder participation in conservation processes, including the involvement in the
development of conservation management plans by established MPAs, exposing implementation deficits, as well
as providing sound scierdmased information to stakeholders, decisiorakers and the private sector. Most
recently work streams have been intensd together with other partner organisations, such as IFAW, Pelagos
Cetacean Research Institute and WWF Greece in facilitating a dialogue with the shipping sector promoting measure:s
to reduce the risk of collisions between vessels and large cetaspesnies.

Public awareness activities

OceanCare is regularly communicating via all its existing communication tools, including its bilingual website, social
media channels, media communication, briefings towards stakeholders and decision makers a&bsiattis of
cetaceans in the Mediterranean and Black Seas, the threats they face, as well as initiatives and solutions.
Furthermore, numerous publications, including peer reviewed papers, reports and articles (incl. for FINS) have been
released by the orgdsation, as well as partner organisatons funded anducaed by OceanCare. To mention a

few: OceanCare (2021D)nder Pressure: The need to protewhales anddolphins in Europeanwaters; and
OceanCarg¢2021).Quiet Watersfor Whalesand Dolphins:the one-

time opportunity to avoid,reduceand mitigate noisegeneratingactivitiesin the MediterraneanCetacean

Migration Corridofin English & Spanish]. Another report in collaboration with SINAY and the ACCOBAMS Secretariat
isAy LINRPINBaa FyR akKltf 0SS FTAYFfA&ASR LINA2NI (2 (GKS ah
focus on promoting the provisions adopted ACCOBAMS Resolutions, particular 7.12 Ship Strikes, 7.13
Anthropogenic Noise, 7.15 Marine Litter, as well as 4.15 Marine Protected Areas of Importance for Cetacean

Conservation
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Research activities

Field research funded and-¢onded byOceanCare included a.) investigating the status and distribution of dolphins

in the Adriatic Sea, b) the monitoring of cetaceans in the Inner lonian Sea Archipelago and the Gulf of Ambracia, ]
field work on sperm whales and beaked whales along the HellBr@nch, incl. sample and data analysis and d)
documenting the distribution and abundance of cetaceans in Bulgarian waters, including the establishment of a
database with population trends. It furthermore covers work studying the interaction of bottledokghins with

trawlers and consequently potential behavioral adaptations, as well as overlapping of dolphin habitat with specific
fisheries. An overview about the range of partners and work funded can be found in Attachment 2. Results from
such researchdivities did also contribute to the IUCN Red List assessment processes on several species.

OceanCare is proud to report the completion of a milestpitet-project which localizes sperm whales in réale

and make information available to ship captainsS i 6 SSy wnanmd YR Hnum G§KS RSO
(System for the Avoidance of sképrikes with Endangered Whales) led by Greek sperm whale eRpaitexandros
Frantzis (Pelagos Cetacean Research Institute) togetherQvitBmmanuel Skarsoulis frothe Foundation for
Research and Technology Hellas (FORTH), as well as Centro de Investigacdo Tecnoldgica do Algarve, Green2Sus
and Marine Traffic was completed. Sperm whales were detected and localized by SAVE Whales with high precisiol
and all testgduring the 3year pilot phase were successful. Results are going to be published in a scientific journal
undergoing peereview process in spring 2022. OceanCare is going to make the information and mitigation tool
available to the Greek authorities as wa$ other Range States for being employed in regions whereutg is

not an option and in complementary support to speed reduction measures to optimize the risk reduction of
collisions with endangered sperm whales.

Other:
The followingpublications have been authored,¢odzi K2 NBR 2NJ 6SSy Syl o6f SR (KN dz

Scientific Publications 2020

- Bearzi, G.Marine biology on a violated planet: from science to conscience. Ethics in Science and Environment
t 2f AGAQ&BDOH NI ™

- Bearzi, G., Bonizzoni, S., Riley, M. A., Santostasi, NBdittenose dolphins in the norttvestern Adriatic Sea:
Abundance and management implications. Aquatic Conservation: Marine and Freshwater Ecosystems, 2020.

- Bearzi,G.,BonizzoniS., & Santostasi, N. LDelphinus delphigulfof Corinth subpopulation)The IUCNRedListof
Threatened Specie2020.

- Bearzi, G., Genov, T., Natoli, A., Gonzalvo, J., Pierce, GCaltmon dolphinDelphinus delphiginner
Mediterraneansubpopulation). The IUCN Red List of Threatened Species, 2020.

- Bearzi, G., Bonizzoni, S., Santostasi, NStriped dolphirStenella coeruleoalb@Gulf of Corinth subpopulation).
The IUCN Red List of Threatened Species, 2020.

- Bonizzoni, S., Furey, N. B,Bearzi, G.Bottlenose dolphingTursiops35runcateg in the northwestern Adriatic
Sea: Spatial distribution and effects of trawling. Aquatic Conservation: Marine and Freshwater Ecosystems, 202

- Claro, B., Péredorge, S., & Frey, SSeafloor geomorphiteatures as an alternative approach into modelling the
RAAGNROdziAZ2zY 2F OSGFOStyad 902t 23A0Ff LYF2N¥VIGAOA

- Risch, D., Calderan, S., Leaper, R., Weilgart, L., & Wern€&€u8ent Knowledge Already Justifies Underwater
Noise Reduction.rénds in Ecology & Evolution, 2020.

- Santostasi, N. L., Ciucci, P., Bearzi, G., Bonizzoni, S., & Gimen&sséssing the dynamics of hybridization
GKNRdzAK | YFGNRE Y2RStfAy3a | LILRRE OKP 902t 23A0+HE a:
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Further Publications by partners and supported by OceanCare in 2020
Borrell, A., Vighi, M., Genov, T., Giovos, |., & Gonzalvo-deding ecology of the highly threatened common
bottlenose dolphin of the Gulf of Ambracia, Greece, through stable isotope andfgitmne Mammal Science,
2020.
Braulik, G. T., Jefferson, T. A.,Bearzi, Gommon dolphirDelphinus delphiglobal population). The IUCN Red
List of Threatened Species, 2020.
Foskolos, 1., Gkikopoulou, K. C., & Frantzis,Qurrent State of Knowledge afbnservation Perspectives on the
Cetaceans of the Aegean Sea. The Handbook of Environmental Chemistry, 2020.
Foskolos, I., Koutouzi, N., Polychronidis, L., Alexiadou, P., & Frantzigy faste for squid: the diet of sperm
whales stranded in Greece, EastMediterranean. Deep Sea Research Part I: Oceanographic Research Paper:
MppZ M2020. Mmcn Z
LaManna,G.,RakeD 2 a INNSaraG.,Gatti, F.,BonizzoniS., &CeccherelliG.:Whistle variation in Mediterranean
commonbottlenose dolphin: Theole of geographical, anthropogenic, social, and behavioral factors. Ecaludyy
evolution,10(4),1971¢1987, 2020.
Saavedra, C., Petitguyot, M., Bearzi, G., Pierce, @aimmon dolphinDelphinus delphif.innaeus 1758). In C. R.
Weir, P. G. H. Evans, M.EEAsmussen (eds.), Handbook of the Mammals of Europe: Cetacea. Springer, Heidelber
In Press, 2020.
Popov,D. V.,Meshkova,G.D., Hristova, P. DMiteva, A. N., llieva, T.A., & Dimitrov, H. A.:Line Transect Survegé
Abundanceand Density ofCetaceani the Marine Areaof the Bulgarian Natur2000BG0001001 Ropotamo Sié
Community Importance, Black S€820.
Popov, D. V., Meshkova, G. D., Hristova, P. D., Miteva, A. N., llieva, T. A., & DimitrovPHotALine transect
Surveys of CetaceansdrBulgarian Marine Protected Area: BG0001007 Strandzha Site of Community Importance
2020.

Scientific and other relevant Publications and Reports 2021:
Bearzi, G.Opinion Piece: On the Conservation of European Cetaceans and Life at Sea, in: Nedry,Under
pressure: the need to protect whales and dolphins in European waters. A report by OceanCare, 2021.
Bravo, C., Entrup, N., Sagarminaga, ®uiet waters for Whales and Dolphins: the etirae opportunity to avoid,
reduce and mitigate noisgenemting activities in the Mediterranean Cetacean Migration Corridor. An OceanCare
report, 2021.
Frey, S.Marine Plastic Pollutiog Sources, Sinks and Impacts on Cetaceans, in: Nunny, L. (ed.): Under pressure
the need to protect whales and dolphins in Epean waters. A report by OceanCare, 2021.
Genov, T.The Impacts of Chemical Pollutants on Cetaceans in Europe, in: Nunny, L. (ed.): Under pressure: t
need to protect whales and dolphins in European waters. A report by OceanCare, 2021.
DSy 2 @5 ¢ ik J3aFing fpod lorythe implementation of ecological monitoring of mobile species in
Landscape Park Strunjan, Slovenia. Report for the Landscape Park Strunjan in the framework of the Interreg proj
MPA Networks, 2021.
DSy2@s ¢ & oGuigelds Bi theArioitorivgdiyd management of mobile species in Landscape Park
Strunjan. Study for the Landscape Park Strunjan in the framework of the Interreg project MPA Networks, 2021.
DSy2@s ¢dxX ¢St ST yA{ = Findldréporttoh pilstrBarioringy td Aldldate the kffdcis>of b d
underwater noise from shipping and recreational boat traffic on marine mammals in Slovenian waters. Report tc
the Institute for Water of the Republic of Slovenia, 2021.
Notarbartolo di Sciara, G. & Nunny, lQverviewof Cetacean Species in European Waters (including Red List
Status), in: Nunny, L. (ed.): Under pressure: the need to protect whales and dolphins in European waters. A repc
by OceanCare, 2021.
Nunny, L. (ed.)Under Pressure: The need to protect whalesl aolphins in European waters. An OceanCare
report, 2021.
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Nunny, L. & Simmonds, M.FPClimate Change and Ocean Acidificatidn [ 22 YAy 3 / NAaAa F2N
in: Nunny, L. (ed.): Under pressure: the need to protect whales and dolphins in Eunopézns. A report by
OceanCare, 2021.

OceanCare & General Fisheries Commission for the Mediterranean (GF&MJ)y on the potential effects of
underwater noise on demersal fisheries in the fisheries restricted area of the Jabuka/Pomo Pit in the Adriatic Se
Study presented to the Contracting Parties of the GFCM, November 2021.

Popov, K., Mihaylov, K., Delov, V., Zaharieva, Z., Popov, D., DimaMaRonal Action Plan for the conservation

of cetaceans in Bulgaria. Action Plan submitted to the Ministirvironment and Water of Bulgaria, 2021.
Simmonds, M.P., Entrup, N., Weilgart, ..KS ¢ KNBXIF i t 2aSR o6& hOSIy b2Aas$s
Nunny, L. (ed.): Under pressure: the need to protect whales and dolphins in European waters. A report b
OceanCare, 2021.

Simmonds, M.P., McLellan, F., Entrup, N., NunnyWhaling in Europe: An Ongoing Welfare and Conservation
Concern, in: Nunny, L. (ed.): Under pressure: the need to protect whales and dolphins in European waters. A rep(
by OceanCare,(21.

Further Publications by partners and supported by OceanCare in 2021
Andres, C., Cardona, L., GonzalvoCammon bottlenose dolphifTursiops truncatusihteraction with fish farms
in the Gulf of Ambracia, western Greece. Aqua@imservation: Marine and Freshwater Ecosystems 31 (8)-2229
2240, 2021.
Bearzi, G.Marine Biology on a violated planet: from science to conscience, in: Bearzi, G., Stergiou, K.I., Macer,
(eds.): Marine Biology in a World of Wounds. Theme Section iosEthScience and Environmental Politics 20: 1
13, 2021.
Bearzi, G., Bonizzoni, S., Riley, M.A., Santostasi, Battlenose dolphins in the norttvestern Adriatic Sea:
Abundance and management implications. Aquatic Conservation: Marine and FreshwagstBims 31: 651
664, 2021.
Bearzi, G. & Genov, Timperilled common dolphins of the Mediterranean Sea, in: DellaSala, D., Goldstein, M.,
Costello, M.J. (eds.): Imperilled: The Encyclopaedia of Conservation. Elsevier, Amsterdam, 2021.
Bearzi, G. & ReeveR.R.: Food for Thoughghifting baselines of cetacean conservation in Europe. ICES Journal
of Marine Science, fsab137, 2021.
Bonizzoni, S., Furey, N.B., Bearzi, Bottlenose dolphingTursiops truncatush the northwestern Adriatic Sea:
Spatial distribution and effects of trawling. Aquatic Conservation: Marine and Freshwater Ecosystems6%D, 635
2021.
Borrell, A., Vighi, M., Genov, T., Giovos, |., GonzalvoFdeding ecology of the highly threatened common
bottlenose dolphin of the Gif of Ambracia, Greece, through stable isotope analysis. Marine Mammal Science 37:
98-110, 2021.
Charitou, A., Ag&pyridopoulou, R.N., Mylona, Z., Beck, R., McLellan, F., Addamo, AnMestigating the
knowledge and attitude of the Greek public toward®rine plastic pollution and the EU Singlse Plastics
Directive. Marine Pollution Bulletin 166: 112182, 2021.
Dombrovskaya A.A., Filatova O.A., Ivkovich TI¥emographic parameters of families of fisating killer whales
(Orcinus orcain Avacha Gulfbstract to the 11th International Conference on Marine mammals of the Holarctic,
virtual event, March 2021.
Entrup, N. & Muller, J.:Progressing prevention, mitigation and reduction of anthropogenic noise. Poster
presentation at the B Conference on th&€onservation of Cetaceans in South Mediterranean Countries, virtual
event, April 2021.
Frantzis, A.Nomadic giants off the Greek coasts: will we allow them to survive? Presentation at the Environmenta
Challenges: Pollution and Ecology Workshop organigeBORTH and the Stavros Niarchos Foundation, virtual
event, November 2021.
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Genov, T., Kotnjek, P., Centrih, Qccurrence of common dolphiriBelphinus delphish the Gulf of Trieste and
the northern Adriatic Sea. Aquatic Conservation: Marine and Frasmcosystems 31: 65, 2021.

Guzeev; .., Danishevskaigs .Y., Ivkovich, .V., Hoyt, E.Fisheating killer whalegOrcinus orcancrease vocal
activity after playback of biphonic discrete calls of their dialect. Abstract to the 11th Internationtdr€ace on
Marine mammals of the Holarctic, virtual event, March 2021.

Nelms, S., Easman, E., Anderson, N., Berg, M., Coates, S., Croshy, ATet adle of citizen science in addressing
plastic pollution: Challenges and opportunities. Environme&ta¢énce and Policy 128:-28, 2021.

Nunny, L.:A brief overview of solitargociable dolphins. Presentation at the Out of Habitat Workshop, virtual
event, September 2021.

Petitguyot, M.A.C., Bearzi, G., Pierce, GHistorical records reveal the magniticdf dolphin killings in the
Mediterranean and Northeast Atlantic. Abstract to the 24th Biennial Conference of the Society for Marine
Mammalogy, Palm Beach, USA, December 2021.

Saavedra, C., Petitguyot, M., Bearzi, G., Pierce, Gammon dolphinDelphirus delphigLinnaeus 1758), in: Weir,
C.R., Evans, P.G.H., Rasmussen, M.H. (eds.): Handbook of the Mammals of Europe:irCptass&pringer,
Heidelberg, 2021.

Annex I ACCOBAMS ProgrammeGfllaboration with the Secretariat 202022
Annex 2 Field Projects in ACCOBAMS Area supported by OceanCargZx20
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Annex ¥ ACCOBAMS Programme of Collaboration with the Secretariat Z0ZP

CONSERVATION ACTIONS (CA)

CAl

IMPROVE KNOWLEDGE ABOUT THE STATUS OF CETACEANS

CAla

Cetacean population estimates and distribution

Expected outcomes

Improved knowledge of cetacean populations in the ACCOBAMS Area
Global distribution and abundance of cetaceans in the Mediterranean Sea and Black Seas established, based on results of surveys

Action lead
. . by and in Means of Involvement in the implementation of ACCOBAMS s s -
Proposed Action(s) | Priority s . . Activities on communication and awareness
cooperation | implementation Programme of Work
with
e Organizing workshops
Scientific dedicated to AS| data
Interpret and Committee analysis/interpretation
disseminate results Secretariat (CB)
/ subsequent Parties, e Publishing a report on
recommendations Core Non-Party the ASl results
of the ASl in the Range e Disseminating the ASI
Mediterranean and States results and experience
Black Seas Partners, in relevant
SRCUs regional/international
fora
Secretariat, | e Organizing Field research co-funded by OceanCare included a.)
Support long-term , o 0 2 5 g, s R 1
S Parties, coordination meetings | investigating the status and distribution of dolphins
monitoring in the . X . e oy .
Non-Party at the sub-regional in the Adriatic Sea, b) the monitoring of cetaceans in
ACCOBAMS Area ’ . 4
Rk High Range level the Inner lonian Sea Archipelago and the Gulf of
using the ASI : . .
States, e Developing a strategy | Ambracia, c) field work on sperm whales and beaked
framework e ; :
Scientific to fund AS| on the whales along the Hellenic Trench, incl. sample and
{methodology, . ; ) e e
Committee long-term data analysis and d) documenting the distribution
network, funding Partners, e Supporting the and abundance of cetaceans in Bulgarian waters,
mechanism...} SRCUs development of including the establishment of a database with

specific collaborations
among scientific
entities

e Supporting
implementation of sub
regional surveys

population trends
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CAlc

Monitoring cetacean’s status

Expected outcomes

TUCN threat status of cetaceans in the ACCOBAMS area is assessed
ACCOBAMS Status report on the State of Conservation of Cetaceans is updated and made available on IUCN and ACCOBAMS websites
Regional conservation plan for cetaceans in the Black Sea is revised and implemented at the national level

Conservation management plans for cetacean species are developed and implemented
National Action Plans for cetaceans are developed and implemented

Action lead
4 5 by and in . . Involvement in the implementation of ACCOBAMS Activities on communication and
Proposed Action(s) Priority . Means of implementation
cooperation Programme of Work awareness
with
Scientific s Notarbartolo di Sciara, G. & Nunny, L.:
5 Co-funded research by OceanCare contributed to the : e ¥
Committee . . - Overview of Cetacean Species in
: 3 2 ; assessments in particular of the common dolphin in n 2 :
Contribute to IUCN threat Secretariat, |e Undertaking species i . European Waters (including Red List
. the Gulf of Corinth, the bottlenose dolphinin the :
status assessment of Parties, assessments ; = Status}, in: Nunny, L. (ed.}: Under
| 0 Gulf of Ambracia, sperm whales in the
cetaceans in the Core Non-Party s Organising joint Mediterranean Sea. cetaceans in the Black Sea. as pressure: the need to protect whales
ACCOBAMS area and Range ACCOBAMS--IUCN experts’ ’ : Lt and dolphins in European waters. A
: well as other cetacean species and populations
update it as relevant States, workshop bk report by OceanCare, 2021.
within the Agreement Area.
Partners,
SRCUs
Parties
Non-Part i isi
Bl n y ® Supporting the revision / ' '
20y Range development of two OceanCare envisages to work closely with the
Development/ revision/ . . :
- States, National Action Plans for government of Spain, as well as other Range States
p' : High Secretariat, cetaceans in collaboration to develop appropriate cetacean conservation and
National or Regional ? < . % :
¢ SRCUs with SRCUs and national protection measures, in particular for protected
Action Plans for S o ; :
Scientific authorities (Algeria already | areas but not exclusively.
cetaceans - : 2 s
Committee, identified)
Partners

40



ACCOBAMBIOP8/2022/Doé5Revl

CAld

Functional stranding networks and responses to emergency situation

Expected outcomes

Official National Stranding networks are established and operating
Information on stranding events regularly exchanged among national networks

Action lead
. . xi by and in Means of Involvement in the implementation of ACCOBAMS & sy _—
Proposed Action(s) | Priority : i 5 Activities on communication and awareness
cooperation implementation Programme of Work
with
e Preparing a study on Mazzariol, S.: Cetacean Strandings, Diseases and
legal/institutional Mortalities in European Waters, in: Nunny, L. (ed}:
status of National Under pressure: the need to protect whales and
stranding networks dolphins in European waters. A report by
in order to assist OceanCare, 2021
experts in the
establishment of
official national
stranding network
Set up /Reinforce when relevant
official national Parties Organizing trainings
stranding networks Scientif’ic on necropsies, live
{with all national Cafisiiss strandings and
institutions Secretariat’ response to
concerned) as Core P — 3 emergency situation
appropriate, and Range States in the ACCOBAMS
encourage Battriees ’ area following the
collaborations : best practices on
SRCUs

among national
networks of Parties

causes of death
including marine
litters, and on the
use of relevant
databases (CB})
Entering relevant
national data into
relevant databases,
such as MEDACES
Promoting the use of
a database of
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CA2 REDUCE HUMAN PRESSURES ON CETACEANS, IN PARTICULARLY THOSE RELATED TO BYCATCH, HABITAT LOSS AND DEGRADATION {POLLUTION})

CA2a Interactions with fisheries / aquaculture

Expected outcomes Impacts of cetaceans’ bycatch and depredation are assessed and mitigation measures are tested

Regional bycatch/depredation strategy is developed

Ecotourism activities {(whale watching and pescatourism) are promoted as an alternative income source to fishermen impacted by depredation

Action lead
. s by and in i " Involvement in the implementation of ACCOBAMS e —
Proposed Action(s) Priority . Means of implementation Activities on communication and awareness
cooperation Programme of Work
with
* Replicating projects on Oztiirk, A.A.: Bycatch: A Serious Threat for Cetaceans
interactions with in Europe, in: Nunny, L. {(ed}: Under pressure: the
fisheries need to protect whales and dolphins in European
Implementing on-board waters. A report by OceanCare, 2021
observers programme
Assess / Monitor . G prrt ’
. Parties questionnaires, and
the impacts of SR 4 s ,
. : d Scientific testing mitigation Research and conservation work funded by
interactions with o - : . v
. ) Committee, measures in the OceanCare was carried out in the Adriatic Sea
fisheries/ ; : : -
I through the countries supported by | assessing the potential threats to dolphins due to
(S e JBWG the MAVA funded fisheries-interactions, including with trawlers. Work
¥ ! Core Secretariat, projects co-funded addressed a} the risk of illegal,

depredation and

prey depletion) and Non-Party Assessing /updating the | unreported and unregulated (IUU} fishing in Spanish
propose alternative Range extent of interactions waters and b} the mapping of spatial overlap
best practices States, with fisheries/ between dolp'hir'w and bottom-set fishing gear in the
FESTTER AR Far Partners, aquaculture in other Northern Adriatic.

SRCUs countries, including

technics

through the use of
stranding data
Collaborating with
relevant entities, in
particular with GFCM
and IWC BMI
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CA2b

Anthropogenic underwater noise

Expected outcomes

Core anthropogenic activities generating underwater noise are monitored in the ACCOBAMS Area
Mitigation measures for anthropogenic activities generating underwater noise are used

Action lead
. Prio | byandin Means of Involvement in the implementation of ACCOBAMS — .
Proposed Action(s) " y 4 4 Activities on communication and awareness
rity | cooperation | implementation Programme of Work
with
. . Following the joint workshop between FAO/GFCM
™ Org'an|2| ng tre!mmgs for and OceanCare on “Anthropogenic Underwater Noise
na*FlonaI er?tltlfes an and impacts on fish, invertebrates and fish
'r10|se rnonltormg (CB), resources”, which was attended by 23 participants,
including analyses Of including experts and representatives from
Hld C_OHeCTe'd dat? |r'1 organisations and institutes of Mediterranean
some identified priority countries, including the Chairperson of the GFCM/SAC
areés . and representatives of the EU Commission/DG Mare,
Scientific * Taking into the FAO Secretariat and the GFCM Secretariat, a joint
Committee con_sideratl'on work GFCM/OceanCare study addressing the potential
including ECh"?Ved and advices socioeconomic impact of ocean noise on fisheries in
through the pr0\'/|fjed by the JNWG the Adriatic Sea was completed.
INWG * Revising/completing
Encourage the Secreratiat, impulsive noise e
mHalEethg m,c Cor | Parties hatspotsimaps ofthe OceanCare experts contribute to the work of the
antvhrc?pogemc : e Non-Party A_CCOBAMS area using | NWG in their role as individual experts.
activities gener'atlng Ratige Big Data Platform e
uPdEDwaTer eise States, * Suppordingmaniierng Contributing to the implementation of measures,
Partners, Prograrnmesvof . including monitoring activities, by the MSFD
SRCUs !mp'ulslve'nmse !mpact OceanCare experts co-authored the publication “
Qamz2 indicator |'n particular Risch, D., Belin, A., Entrup, N., Leaper, R., Panella, E.,
partners by managing the Taylor, B., Weilgart, L., Werner, S.,

regional impulsive
noise register,
proposing
methodology to
establish threshold
values and
implementing pilot
studies

Ziebarth, N., 2020. Underwater Noise — The neglected
threat to marine life. 14 pp”

++

Active participation in the work by the European
Union to implement the MSFD, contributing to TG
Noise, the Quiet Seas project and continued input and
review of Programmes of Measures by EU Member
States
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Disseminating
deliverables of the
QuietMed and
QuietMed?2 projects on
guidance for
underwater noise
monitoring and
assessment,
Supporting the
development of
projects to monitor
continuous noise’.
Revising and updating
the ACCOBAMS
Guidelines on
underwater noise
Developing
cooperation on
underwater noise issue
with other
international
Organizations

++
OceancCare in collaboration with SINAY and the
ACCOBAMS Secretariat prepared the draft for the
“Second Hotspots report: Updated overview of the
noise hotspots in the ACCOBAMS Agreement Area”
[the report is still in progress]

Encourage the use of
mitigation measures
for anthropogenic
activities generating
underwater noise

Cor

Scientific
Committee
including
through the
INWG
Secretariat,
Parties
Non-Party
Range
States,
Partners,
SRCUs

Promoting the
ACCOBAMS Highly
qualified MMO/PAM
operators’ certificate
Granting the status of
ACCOBAMS HQOMMO
Partners to entities for
the implementation of
the Highly qualified
MMO/PAM operators’
certificate

Revising and updating
the ACCOBAMS “Guide
for Parties to use
mitigation measures “
Developing
cooperation on
underwater noise

November 2021 OceanCare published the report
“Quiet Waters for whales and dolphins” [in English &
Spanish] providing a detailed proposal to avoid,
reduce and mitigate noise-generating activities in the
Mediterraean Ceatcean Migration Corridor in Spain.
++

OceanCare expert, Dr. Lindy Weilgart, prepared the
Draft Report “Best Available Technology (BAT) and
Best Environmental Practice (BEP) for Three Noise
Sources: Shipping, Seismic Airgun Surveys, and Pile
Driving” which has been subject to UNEP/CMS
Decision 13.59/60

++

Preparing and presenting the poster “Progressing
prevention, mitigation and reduction of
anthropogenic noise” at the 5" Conference on

OceanCare communicates regularly raising concerns
over impulsive and continuous noise impacts caused
to cetaceans in the Agreement Area urging
governments to implement and apply the ACCOBAMS
Noise Guidelines as well as CMS Noise EIA Guidelines.
++

Simmonds, M.P., Entrup, N., Weilgart, L.: The Threat
Posed by Ocean Noise Pollution to Europe’s
Cetaceans, in: Nunny, L. (ed.}: Under pressure: the
need to protect whales and dolphins in European
waters. A report by OceanCare, 2021.

issues with other
International
Organizations

Cetacean Conservation in South Mediterranean
Countries, April 2021

++

Close collaboration with ACCOBAMS Secretariat, as
well as programmes under the Barcelona Convention
& UNEP/MAP, the CMS and within the MSFD
implementation process to reduce ocean noise.

++
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CA2c

Ship strikes

Expected outcomes

Occurrence of ship strikes in high risk areas is reduced

Action lead
. o by and in Means of Involvement in the implementation of ACCOBAMS i1, iy e 2
Proposed Action(s) Priority . 3 N Activities on communication and awareness
cooperation | implementation Programme of Work
with
e Encouraging the
entry of ship strikes
data in relevant
databases
e Developing a
protocol for
|nvest|gat|r1g anc'i As part of our efforts to support on-the-ground
documenting ship : : s
S research projects, OceanCare is funding the efforts
strikes injuries and .
- i by Dr. Alexandros Frantzis from the Pelagos
Scientific mortalities : :
; s vy Cetacean Research Institute to monitor and assess
Committee e Identifying high risk G ; _—
R forshi the high-risk areas for ship strikes in the eastern
Monitor / assess high- ; . argas e i Mediterranean (Hellenic Trench). This research
. . ; Parties, strikes (CCH}) . L :
risk areas for ship strikes High PO Develobi informs efforts to reducing risk of ship
- L]
(CCH} in the g ¥ e oplrng strikes/cumulative impacts to cetaceans in the
] Range cooperation on .
Mediterranean Sea ) S Hellenic Trench.
States, ships strike issue -
Part i
S;ES?S’ :N'th oth'er | OceanCare is actively promoting the collaboration
cr;tern'atlo'na b between IGOs, including promaoting the IUCN-IWC-
FRaRLzaNiEn S, SUE ACCOBAMS Guidelines to reduce ship strikes in
IWC, EMSA (EU) / ;
various for a and towards governments.
REMPEC / IMO and
contributing in any
other relevant
initiatives, projects
and workshops in
the ACCOBAMS
Area
Secretariat, |e Following upon OceanCare works within a Coalition together with To raise awareness and support for the sperm
Promote the use of ; N G o ; g :
o High Scientific mitigation measures | IFAW, Pelagos Cetacean Research Institute and whale localization system, OceanCare is
mitigation measures ; : ; ; o : ;
Committee implemented WWTF Greece to promote re-routing of vessel traffic | communicating on a. what is at risk (sperm whale
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Parties,
Non-Party
Range
States,
Partners,
SRCUs

s Promoting the use
of relevant
mitigation
tools/measures (CB)

e Pursue the
development of a
“whale safe”
certificate

out of core habitats from sperm whales off Crete
and the western Peloponnes; In 2022 some
shipping companies confirmed to follow the re-
routing proposal, including the world’s largest
shipping company MSC;

++

A pilot project developing a real-time localization
system alerting ships about the presence of sperm
whales has been completed between 2019 and
2021. The successful system is now going to be
offered to the Greek government for
implementation. The system is a complementary
tool to avoid ship collisions with sperm whales in
areas where re-routing is not possible

++

OceanCare encourages Parties to ACCOBAMS and
the private sector to promote and engage in the
reduction of vessel speed which would reduce
ocean noise emissions as well as the risk of
collisions with whales. Specific attention is given to
the northwestern Mediterranean, including the
Pelagos Sanctuary and the Whale Migration
Corridor. Support has been provided to facilitate
workshops on this matter.

extinction in the eastern Mediterranean} b. the
general problem relating to ship collisions and c.
promoting the high-tech innovative solution-based
approach as complementary measure to avoid
collisions.

++
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CA2d Cetacean watching
Expected outcomes Cetacean watching activities are properly conducted in the ACCOBAMS Area
Action lead
. o byandin Means of Involvement in the implementation of ACCOBAMS 5 5y o
Proposed Action(s) Priority : 3 5 Activities on communication and awareness
cooperation implementation Programme of Work
with
e Gathering Hovyt, E.: Whale and Dolphin Watching in Europe, in:
information on Nunny, L. (ed}: Under pressure: the need to protect
cetacean watching whales and dolphins in European waters. A report by
activities and OceanCare, 2021
identifying

potential issues in
order to identify
the hotspots of
WW activities in

Scientific the ACCOBAMS
Committee area
throughthe |e Testin
Maximize the chance of 8 EERIE e
: 3 WWWG proposed common
detecting potential .
% Secretariat, procedure (data
adverse impacts of . :
e . Parties collection system)
whale watching High
gl R Non-Party for whale
activities on individual R
Range States, watching vessels
cetaceans and on o
. Partners, in pilot areas and a
P SRCUs variety of

operation types
{e.g. the Liguro-
Provengal Basin,
Gibraltar Strait,
and south
Portugal}, in
collaboration with
relevant projects
such as EcoStrim
e Revising the
Guidelines for
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CA2e

Marine litter

Expected outcomes

| The monitoring of marine litter in relation with cetaceans is improved

Proposed Action(s)

Priority

Action lead
by and in
cooperation
with

Means of implementation

Involvement in the implementation of
ACCOBAMS Programme of Work

Activities on communication and awareness

Monitor the impacts
of marine litter
(ingested marine litter
/ microplastics /
entanglements in
ghost nets) on
cetaceans

Core

Scientific
Committee
Secretariat,
Parties
Non-Party
Range States,
Partners,
SRCUs

s Supporting the

implementation of the
standardized necropsy
protocol including the
assessment of ingested
marine litter and
entanglement in ghost
nets

Supporting pilot
monitoring activities at
the sub regional level
through the
implementation of the
standardized necropsy
protocol including the
assessment of ingested
marine litter and
entanglement in ghost
nets

Encouraging the report
in stranding databases
of marine litters data
collected during
necropsies

Identifying potential
hotspot areas for
cetacean entanglement
and ingestion of marine
litter, including through
the assessment of

OceanCare is monitoring the progress made
within discussions on MSFD Descriptor 10 on
Marine Litter and has provided input as to the
progress made during the Review consultation in
2021. Our main concern overall remains the issue
of implementation of existing obligations.

In this respect, OceanCare is also supporting and
collaborating with Seas at Risk in their efforts to
ensure that EU Member States implement the EU
Single-Use Plastics Directive (SUP).

In 2021, OceanCare alsc contributed to the
consultation by the EU Commission on
“Microplastics pollution — measures to reduce its
impact on the environment” in line with the
European Green Deal and the new Circular
Economy Action Plan which is committing to
tackling microplastic pollution from both
intentional and unintentional origins and to take
EU wide legal action and develop a
comprehensive approach in this regard.

OceanCare was involved in the Ad Hoc Open-
Ended Expert Group within the process of the
United Nations Environment Assembly of UNEP
since 2018, promoting a global, legally binding
plastics treaty where ACCOBAMS could engage as
stakeholder within the intergovernmental

OceanCare is convinced that we need to rethink
our approach to plastic. It is not enough to find
solutions to the removal of plastics from the
ocean. OceanCare therefore engages in
environmental education to increase people’s
awareness about the impact of every day plastic
pollution, advocating for behavioural change.

By giving lectures in schools and auditoriums both
domestically and abroad, OceanCare wants to
create awareness among the young for the
fascinating ocean life and for the need to act
responsibly in dealing with the colourful world of
plastics. Information materials such as flyers,
factsheets and infographics are designed to assist
teachers in integrating the plastic issue into schoaol
education.

On a more individual basis, OceanCare has started
an | Care movement where people can speak up
about plastic pollution and can make an individual
pledge to consume less single-use plastic.

In respect to education and beach cleanings,
OceanCare also supports iSEA in their zeraplastic
campaign to raise awareness against plastic debris
and microplastics in Greek waters.

OceanCare co-funded work in the Balearic Island
to raise awareness in schools by education,
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entanglements/ingested

marine litters during
necropsies

* Promoting/ supporting/

liaising with projects,
research activities in
order to evaluate and
assess impact of
microplastic on

cetaceans using big data

platform

e (Collaborating with

relevant Organizations
(MEDPOL} and projects,
in particular Plastic
Busters MPAs, Healthy
Seas and Black Sea
projects

negotiating committee process and play an
advisory role as premium authority on cetacean
conservation to protect cetaceans from marine
plastic pollution and other anthropogenic impacts.

science-based action, innovative solutions and
involve the local community to reduce plastic
waste.

o

Frey, S.: Marine Plastic Pollution — Scurces, Sinks
and Impacts on Cetaceans, in: Nunny, L. (ed.}):
Under pressure: the need to protect whales and
dolphins in European waters. A report by
OceanCare, 2021.

Charitou, A., Aga-Spyridopoulou, R.N., Mylona, Z.,
Beck, R., McLellan, F., Addamo, A.M.: Investigating
the knowledge and attitude of the Greek public
towards marine plastic pollution and the EU Single-
Use Plastics Directive. Marine Pollution Bulletin
166: 112182, 2021.

CA2f

Chemical & biological pollution

Expected outcomes

| ACCOBAMS collaborates with relevant Organizations on this issue

Action lead

5 _r by and in Means of Involvement in the implementation of ACCOBAMS . -
Proposed Action{s) Priority ; , . Activities on communication and awareness
cooperation | implementation Programme of Work
with
e Developing a Genov, T.: The Impacts of Chemical Pollutants on
bibliographic review Cetaceans in Europe, in: Nunny, L. (ed.}: Under
on the impact of pressure: the need to protect whales and dolphins
chemical pollution in European waters. A report by OceanCare, 2021.
o on cetaceans
. . Scientific .
Liaise with relevant . e Developing
. Committee L
other Organizations, ) Guidelines on the
Secretariat, <
such as IWC, to assess " best practices to
¥ ’ Parties 5
the impact of chemical < assess the impact of
. . . Medium | Non-Party K .
& biological pollution Rtibe chemical pollution
(such as pathogens, Statges on cetaceans with a
invasive species) on & focus on emergin
cetaceansp ) PaKTeTS; contaminants B
SRCUs

e Developing specific
collaboration

e Participating in
relevant Meetings
and Side events
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CA2g

Climate change

Expected outcomes

ACCOBAMS cooperates with regional initiatives on climate change, taking into account cetacean conservation

Action lead
’ i3 by and in Means of Involvement in the implementation of ACCOBAMS 5 s -
Proposed Action(s) Priority i 3 4 Activities on communication and awareness
cooperation | implementation Programme of Work
with
OceanCare engages in communication initiatives to
Scientific OceanCare is increasing its efforts within the IMO’s | establish the link between fossil fuels — exploration
Committee o ; Marine Environment Protection Committee (MEPC) | and exploitation — as well as shipping and its
. e Lliaising with ; > ; ; o ;
Secretariat, el R to raise awareness of the linkages between impacts on the climate, as well as how to mitigate it.
Contribute to regional Parties Wkne Erod commercial shipping, fossil fuel consumption and ++
initiatives on climate Medium | Non-Party § T gt' ‘p underwater noise. In this respect, we have Nunny, L. & Simmonds, M.P.: Climate Change and
change Range njr |f|pa Ingdln‘d highlighted that a reduction in speed reduces Ocean Acidification — A Looming Crisis for Europe’s
States, eetlngs ANAiIIE greenhouse gas emissions, underwater noise and Cetaceans, in: Nunny, L. {ed.}: Under pressure: the
events . e ; e
Partners, also reduces the risk of callisions with large whale need to protect whales and dolphins in European
SRCUs species. waters. A report by OceanCare, 2021.

50



ACCOBAMBIOP8/2022/Doé5Revl

51












