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Introduction

1.  The Fifth Meeting of the Parties to the Agreement on the Conservation of Cetaceans in the
Black Sea, the Mediterranean Sea and the Contiguous Atlantic Area (ACCOBAMS) was held in
Tangier, Morocco at the Mévenpick Hotel & Casinom 5 to8 November 2013This Meeting
followedthe entry into force of the Agreement on 1 June 2001, the First Meeting of the Parties
held in Monaco in 2002, the Second Meeting of the Parties held in Palma de Mallorca, Spain in
2004, the Third Meeting of the Parties in Dubroviikpatia in 2007, and the Fourth Meeting
of the Parties in Monaco in 2010

Participants

2. Representatives of the following States Party to the Agreement took part in the Meeting:
Albania, Croatia, Cyprus, Egypt, France, Georgia, Greece, Lebanon, Libya,Mdaheo,
Morocco, Portugal, Romania, Slovenia, Spain, Tunisia and Ukraine.

3.  Anon-Party Statelsraelwasrepresented byanobserver.

4. The following intergovernmental organizations were representatle International Whaling
Commission (IWC), the Mediterranean Science Commission (CIESM), the Black Sea
Commission, the Convention on the conservation of Migratory Species of Wild Animals (UNEP
| CMS), the Agreement on the Conservation of small CetacearibeoBaltic, NorthEast
Atlantic, Irishand North SeaJUNEP / CMS / ASCOBANS), the Barcelona Convention (UNEP /
MAP), theRegionalActivity Centre for SpecialjrotectedAreas (UNERAP RAC / SPA) and
the Pelagos Sanctuary.

5. The following Partners wereepresented: European Cetacean Society (ECS), Israel Marine
Mammal Research and Assistance Center (IMMRAC), OceanCare, Tethys Research Institute,
International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUHd) and Whale and Dolphin
Conservation (WDC).

6. Other intergovernmental and nowgovernmental organizations and institutions were
represented: Association de Gestion Intégrée des Ressources (AGIR), Chambre des Péches
Maritimes de la Méditerranée, Groupement d'Intérét Scientifique pour les Mammiféres Marins
de Médterranée et leur environnement (GIS3M), Humane Society International (HSI), Natural
Resources Defense Council (NRDC), International Association of Oil & Gas producers (OGP) and
SINAY.

7.  The Secretariat of ACCOBAMS acted as Secretariat for the Meeting.

8.  The 1l list of participants appears @snex Ito this Report.
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Agenda Item I Welcome addresses

9.  The Chair of the Bureawr. Cyril Gomez (Monacpppened the Meeting by thanking the
Kingdom of Morocco for hosting the Fifth Meetingtbé Parties to ACCOBAMS and welcomed
the participants. He stressed the importance of the instruments that would be submitted to
the Meeting for consideration, namely/A h . ! a { @&m sfraegyFor the period 2014
2025 the procedure as regards respect for commitments and the revised rules for the
Scientific Committee of the Agreement. Lastly, he thanked His Serene Highness Prince Albert Il
of Monacoas well as His gliness Mr. Aziz Akhannouch, Moroccan Minister of Agriculture and
Maritime Fisheries, whattendedthe openingceremonyof the Meeting.

10. Mr. Stanley Johnson, Honorary Ambassador for CMS, speaking on behalf of both CMS and
ASCOBANSaid that ACCOBAMS, CM8 &8COBANS are dealing with common issues such as
underwater noise, bycatch, marine debris, chemical pollution and climate change, and called
for increased cooperation between the Secretariats of and the Parties to the different
instruments. He informegarticipantsof the proposal, forwarded by the ACCOBAMS Scientific
I 2YYAGGSSSE GKFG / dz@A S Mppendigl 8fICMS Re igviket! heéSPardieS A &
to sponsor this proposal, which would be submitted to the CMS Conference of Parties in
November 204. Lastly he praised the ACCOBAMS Executive Secretary for her asidll
dedication in managing the Secretariat and hoped that whenvsbeld retire later this year
her successor and the team at the Secretariat would continue to keep the flag flying.

11. Mrs. MarieChristine GrillecCompulsione, theACCOBAMS Executive Secretarypressed
gratitude to the Moroccan Government for its hospitality and the welcome it had extended in
the symbolic town of Tangier, His Serene Highness Prince Albert Il of Momadie fmesence
and support, andHis Highness MAziz Akhannouch, the Moroccan MinistdrAgriculture and
al NAGAYS CA&AGKSNASaz F2N GGSYyRAYy3 FTyYyR K2alAy
presence on the international biodiversity conservation sceBige ended by saying that the
Meeting had a heavy agenda that reflected the challenges to be faced regarding cetacean
conservation, and hoped that the coming three years would see the commitments made at
this Tangier Meeting bear fruit.

12. His Highness Mr. fzAkhannouchMoroccan Minister of Agriculture and Maritime Fisheries
expressed his pleasure that His Serene Highness Prince Albert Il of Monaco had been able to
attend the present session of ACCOBAMS, thus giving it fresh momentum. He stressed the
needfor all the member States to work toward the common objectives of cetacean protection
and conservation. He declared that Morocdike other Mediterranean countries, has always
supported positions and commitments taken within the framework of international
organizations andwill continue strengthening regional cooperation at technical, legal,
institutional and scientific level The protectionof resourcess at the heart of the national
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strategyto developthe Moroccan fisheries sector. Moroctasbannedthe use of drift nets,

thus satisfactorily reducing dolphin anghale bycatch He hailedH.S.HPrince Albert IQ a
initiative to set up a Trust Fund for Mediterranean marine protected areas. LasHyMthe
aAyAaidSNI SELINB&EASR KAAgreeenhdzyoilldNBa® & fulk gattith théd K I G
conservation of cetaceans in the region and wished the Meeajnegt success

His Serene Highness Prince Albert Il of Monaco, after thanking the Kingdom of Morocco for
hosting the Meeting, hailed the usefulness and pertinence ACCOBAMS had displayed since it
was set up. He reaffirmed the constant involvement of the Principality ohado in
supporting ACCOBAMS and launched an appeal to the world community to step up its support
for correct knowledge of the state of biodiversity in the Mediterranean and the BlackaBda,
especiallyof the cetacean populations living therein. He haildte outgoing Executive
Secretary for her skidland dedication and announced the choice of Florence Descroix
Comanducci, aop-level marine biologist, as her successor at the head of the Agreement
startingin the coming yearLastly,he wished the Meetindull success in its work amitomised

he would supporthe decisions that would bmade

All of the welcome addresses appearAmnex |l

The participants were invited to watch a short video document recently prepared by the
Secretariat of ACCOBAMS.

The Chair informed the Meeting that the Rules of Procedoreéhe Meeting of Parties applied
to the present Meeting, except for the Articles concerning:
- the rules on the Scientific Committee, which would be examined in Agenda item
11c)
- the rules on the Credentials Committee, submitted for adoptioDiaft Resolution
5.4 in Agenda item 11d)

Agenda item Z; Granting the right to vote

The Chaistated tha the issue of granting the right to vote to countries that are not yet Parties
to ACCOBAMBasnot necessary for the present Meeting.
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Agenda item 3, Admission of observers

17.

18.

Ly FOO02NRIYyOS gAdK ! NI A OREes bflPlocedute Nie Sdddetadit n
presented to the Parties the list of organizations that weidto take part in the Meeting as
observers (MOP5/2013/Doc05Rev2).

The Meeting allowed all the observers listed to be present.

Agenda item 4 Election of the Brreau

19.

20.

21.

22.

The Chair of the Bureau informed the Meeting thdtiring their pre-Meeting consultations
the heads of delegationdad proposed thatthe new Bureau should be made up of
representativesrom the following countriesCroatia, France, Georgia, Monaaed Morocco.

The Meeting approved the suggestion of the heads of delegations and elected the following
members of the Bureau:

- Chaiperson Mrs. Zakia Drioich (Morocco)

- ViceChairpersonMrs. Ana~trbenac (Croatia)

- ViceChairpersonMrs. Martine Bigan represented byirs. Muriel Soret (France)
- ViceChairpersor Rapporteur Mrs. IrinaLomashvili (Georgia)

- ViceChairpersonMr. Patrick Van Klaveren (Mondco

Zakia Drioich, the new Chaiof the Bureau thanked the Meeting for electing her aisdid she
was certain that the discussions would be fruitful.

The Executive Secretary congratulated the Chair and all the members of the outgoing Bureau
for their efficiencyover the past three years.

Agenda item 5 Adoption of the Agenda

23.

24,

The Executive e8retary presented the draft Agenda (MOP5/2013/Doc01) and timetable
(MOP5/2013/Doc 02that had been proposed.

The Meeting adopted the proposed Agenda and timetable. The Agenda appeearséan |lito
this Report.

Agenda item6 ¢ Establishment of the Credentials Committee

25.

In accordance with ArticléV of the Rules of Procedurtor the Meeting of the Partiesa
Credentials Committee was set up. Lebarabiired this Committee,with Georgia, Monaco
and Tunisia as members.

2 ¥



ACCOBAMBIOP5/2013/Doc 31

Agendaitem 7 ¢ Opening statements

26.

27.

28.

29.

30.

The Executive Secretary inviteshy Parties or organizations who wished to speak to do so
under this Agenda item anihvited those who wanted their opening statement to appear in
the Appendixto the Report to provide the Secmatat with a copy of that text, in written or
electronic form, in English or in Frendinfex 1Y.

Maria Luisa Silva Mejiasoordinator of the Barcelona Convention (UNEP/MAdHerated the
relevance of the Barcelona Convention and its Protocols, especially as regards specially
protected areas and biological diversity, to the issumddressedby ACCOBAMS. She
emphasizedhe longstandingcooperation between RAC/SPA and ACCOBAMS and informed
the Meetingof the Memorandum of Understanding now being finalized between UNEP/MAP
and ACCOBAMS. This Memoranduiti enhance existing synergiesand especially those
integrated within the Ecosystem Approach process developed in the MAP contexill It
enable datato be collected on Mediterranean cetaceans and their ecosystems and also allow
issues of marine litter and underwater noise to be dealt with.

Heidrun Frischrepresentative of the ASCOBANS AgreenfeiMEP/ASCOBANS)ferred to

the speech given by CMS Angbador Stanley Johnson on behalf of the Executive Secretary of
CMSMr. Bradnee Chambers, who alaotsas Executive Secretary to ASCOBANS and therefore
represented both organizations. To add a few additional notes, gbmted out that
ASCOBANS had celeted its 20" anniversaryin 2012 andsaidthe Secretariat was pleased
that the two Agreements have been cooperating closshce the inception of ACCOBAMS
Especially in recent years, this collaboratioas intensified, and two joint working groups
between ASCOBANS and ACCOBa#dS8ow in operationjncludingone on underwater noise

I f NBIFI R& YSYGA2ySR Ay (GKS [ af Yol aal R2NDa
Framework Directive. The joint CMS/ASCOBANS Secretariat very much welcomed this spirit of
cooperation and was looking forward to continuing to work together with ACCOBAMS in the
years to come.

Mrs. Fannie Dubois, Executive Secretary of Pelagos Sanctuary, declared she was glad to
participate in ACCOBAMS activities in an official and maftéact way since the Permanent
Secretariat of the Pelagos Sanctudrgd beenreactivated in January 2013. The Sanctuary
intends to be an ACCOBAMS pilot zone for the implementatiomradvative initiatives in
accordance with the objectives of the Agreement. this respect, threemajor areas of
cooperation have already bednitiated: i) the struggle against ship strikes tli¢ supervision

of whalewatching activities in their natural environment, and iiarine protected areas
However, other cooperation ssiesare being examined.

Mr. Alain Jeudy de Grissac, speaking for the IUCN headquarters in Switzerland and the IUCN
Centre for Mediterranean Cooperation, thanked the ACCOBAMS Secretaitatifioitation to

a L.
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participate in the Fifth Meeting ahe Parties andthankedMorocco for hosting it. He said that
IUCNis always ready to take part in nature conservation activities trad he personally, as
head of the Mediterranean marine programme for the conservation of the marine
environment witha particular facus on cetaceans, felt a special interest. In the IUCN Red List of
Speciesthe status of Mediterranean marine mammals and marine turtles was reviewed in
2012 and the status of Mediterranean marine fishsstudied in 2011, bothaisingawareness

of the state of the Mediterranean environment. A Red List of Ecosystismew being studied

by experts, with special concern for the marine environment; such a List vwooldde better
protection for therangesof some species, in particular cetaceans.

Mrs. Lobna Ben Nakhla, representing RAC/SPA and HonoranCNaie of theNetwork of

Marine Protected AredManagersin the Mediterranean(MedPAN), read a statement in the
name of MedPAN. MedPAN and ACCOBAMS established a Memorandum of Collaboration in
2012 aml have worked together on several activities of mutual interest: organizing the
Mediterranean Marine Protected Areas Forum (Antalya, November 2012), preparing a
Mediterranean MPA Status report and a road map for 2020 for a network of ecologically
representitive Marine Protected Areas that would be well connected and efficiently managed,
anddevelopinga Manual for managing cetaceans in MPAs.

Mr. Greg Donovan, representing the International Whaling Commis@iai€C) thanked the
Government of Morocco for hostg the Meeting. He stated that the IWE€pleasedwith the
continuous cooperation between ACCOBAMS and theiiW@ny areas of common scientific
intereste.g. ship strikes, climate change, marine debris, sustainable whale watching and the
ACCOBAMS basin wiflgrvey nitiative.

Mr. Simone Panigada, representing the European Cetacean Society (ECS), expressed his
gratitude to the Kingdom of Morocco foits great hospitality and for the wonderful
organization and perfect location of the meeting. He underlined the fruitful collaboration
between ECS and ACCOBAIIS] particularlythe joint organization of various workshops

with ASCOBANSIe said these effortshoud be pursued, especially in view of the forthcoming
Conference to be held in 2014 Liege, Belgium.

The representative of the Chambre des Péches Maritimes (Tangier) reiterated the desire of the
fishing industry innorthern Morocco to conduct joint work with ACCOBAMS in order to
achieve an approachhat would both protectcetaceans and safegudhrthe interests of
fishermen.

The observer representing Israel affirmed that his country has been a Party to CMS since
1983 and thagll marine mammals are fully protected under Israeli law. Activities
implemented by Israel are presented under Agenda item 10b.
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Agenda Item & Progress reports

36.

37.

38.

39.

40.

a) Reports of the SuliRegional Coordination Units

Mrs. Valéria Abaza, epresenting the Black Se@ommission, presented the report of the
ACCOBAMS Black SgabRegional Coordination Un{iAnnex Y. She presented the main
actions carried out in the Black Sea which, in terms of research and conservatiolne the
following topics population structure, species conservation plans, the Survey Initiative, by
catch, interaction with fisheries, anthropogenic noise, emergency situations, protected areas,
chemical pollution and climate change. She also presented aatimmserning communication

and awarenessand capacitybuilding.

Mrs. Lobna Ben Nakhla, representative of RAC/SPrgsented the report of the
Mediterranean SulRegional Coordination UnfAnnex V). The main activities werassisting
researchcarried out innortheast Sardiniand collaborating with theéesearchinstitute Tethys
to monitor cetaceans in thePelagosarea and the lonianSea (Greecd. RAC/SPA is
implementing the regional project for developirgMediterraneannetwork of Marine and
coastal areas (MedMPAnet) and the third phase of the MedOpenSegect. RAC/SPA is also
collaborating with the permanent secretariat of ACCOBAMSrg¢anizea workshop on the
impact of climate change on cetaceans and marine tudiesng the firsthalf of 2014.

b) Report of the Depositary

Therepresentativeof the Depositary of the Agreemefithe Principality of Monaco)geferring

to the report presented inAnnex Vilinformed the Meetingpf keypoints onhow new Parties
could join the Agreement anon the ratification of amendments during the thregear period
2011-2013. By 15 July 2013, he said, thesere 23 Parties to ACCOBAMS and since the Fourth
Meeting of the Parties, held in Monaco from ® 12 November 2010, no neWartieshad
joined the Agreement.

As to the amendments to the Agreement decided by the Parties in 2010, related to the
extending of the ACCOBAMS geographical area, four approval instruments had been received
by the Depositary, aming from Monaco, Bulgaria, Ukraine, and Spain. The Depositary had
informed the Parties, the EuropeaBommissionand the ACCOBAM@nd Convention on
Migratory Species (UNEP/CMErmanent Secretariatibout this by diplomatic route.

He also said thatluring the 20112013 period, the Depositarythrough various diplomatic
agentsin 1 KS t NAYOALIfAGE 2F az2yl 02z KIR o0l O01SR
encouraging the other border states and the European Commission to join the Agreement.
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to come into force.

c) Report of the Secretariat
42. The Executive Secretary, referringthe report presented inAnnex Vlllinformed the Meeting
about the state of ratifications and institutional arrangements set in place between the
Secretariat and the Parties. She said in this respect that all the Partieptewo (Algeria and
Montenegro) had appointed Focal Points, and pointed out that, having no Focal Point for
either of these countries, the Secretariat hdifficultiescommunicating with these Parties.

43. She stated that the ACCOBAMS regional workshopsoheed agairmproven extremely useful
F2NJ 3dzA RA Yy 3 (0 K Sin {h& dmmBies [difglthe @iannidmCandif@ ylentifying
O2dzy GNASAaQ NBIldZANBYSyida F2NJ AYLX SYSydAay3a GKS
main activities carried out sindbe last Meeting of the Parties

44, LYy GKSAN) alLISSOKSa YIRS FFGSNI GKS LINBaSydalaaz
delegations congratulated the Secretariat on the work done and the quality of the documents
provided. It was proposed that the imimation database set up by the Secretariat be enriched
with links to relevant databases such as MEDACES. Moreover, the Coordinator for the
UNEP/MARNdicated that the issue of data exchangean important one for the process of
implementing the Mediterrapan Ecosystem Approach and that nasvthe time to work
together to define and introduce the most appropriate means of exchanging information.

d) Report of the Chair of the Scientific Committee

45. Since theChair of the Scientific Committeklr. Alexei Birkupwasunable for reasons of health
to attend the Meeting, the Vic€hair of the CommitteeMr. Vincent Ridoux, presented the
NELER2NI 2y GKS {OASYGAFTAO [/ tohowidgliopi&ariex Ik OG A GA i
population structure, species conservation plans, the Survey Initiativeatoh, interaction
with fisheries, ship strikes, anthropogenic noise, emergency situations, protected areas,
chemical pollutionclimate change and databases. He said that thenfitie Committee had
met twice since the last MOP and that its last meetingit had made the following
recommendations for the Parties:

e Recommendation 8.1.: Recommendatiorabout comprehensive estimates of cetacean
L2 Lddzf F GA2ya oa! // h.! a{ {d2NIBBSe&to
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e Recomnendation 8.2.: Recommendation about live removals of bottlenose dolphins in the
Black Sea

e Recommendation 8.3.: Recommendation about elabiogata Conservation Plan for fin
whales in the Mediterranean

e Recommendation 8.4.: Recommendation about ship strikesetaceans

e Recommendation 8.5.: Recommendation about cetacean watching

e WSO2YYSYRIFI(GA2Y ydcdY wSO2YYSYyRIFGAZ2Y Fo62dzi K
in the Mediterranean.

46. The representativefrom Greece noted that as regards seismic surveyshe lonian Sea,
Greece hadeplied officially to the request ofthe ACCOBAMS Secretariat to provide relevant
information on mitigation measures applied and that no unusual stranding events were
reported during the surveyHe alsonoted that during the mass sinding evers of Cuvie®@
beaked whalesn NovembetDecember 2011, no seismic surveys or naval exercises were
conducted by Greece.

e) Report of the Bureau

47. Mr. Cyril Gomez, Chair of the Bureau during the period 20013 presented the Bureau
report (Annex X He reported that the Bureau met three times during the period mentioned
above and that the conclusions and recommendations of each of these meetings were
recorded in reports. Thereafter, he reviewed the major itetims Bureau had to deal with. In
this respect, he pointed out that the Bureau examined the state of progress of the
implementation of the Headquarters Agreement with the host country and asked the
Secretariat to remain in contact with the competent authig$ of the Principality of Monaco
to provide the necessary modifications needed to be more in accordance with the regulations
in force in the Principality and to present a finalized version duttiegSixth Meeting of the
Parties The Bureayrepareda proposalaimedat modifyingthe composition of the Scientific
Committee. This proposal was presentedtla¢ Fifth Meeting of the Partiesvith a view to
introducing, on the one hand, more transparency in the appointment profess$cientific
Committee members and, on the other, to open up the Scien@f@mmmitteeto a larger
AyOfdzaAizy 2F &a0ASydAada 7T NPavnerbrgaBizatohsNHeralSaa | y R
pointed out that the Bureadnad examined a new form for thpresenttion of projects within
the Supplementary Conservatidfund. The new formvas submitted for the opinion of the
Fifth Meeting of the PartiesThe Bureau also examined thprocess for developing
'/ /] h. ! a{-ted stat@gy anhd reported its recommendatiotsthe expert in charge of
this development It also asked the Secretariat to prepare a draft credentials procedure within
ACCOBAMS to be submitted to the Parties duting Fifth Meeting of the PartiesThis

11
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proposal is based namely on an analysis by RPeemanent Secretariat of similar provisions
used withinthe Bern Convention.

Agenda Item I Report by the Credentials Committee

48.

49.

The representativdrom Lebanon reported that Credential Letters received from seventeen

Parties (Albania, Cyprus, Croatia, Egypt, France, Georgia, Greece, Lebanon, Malta, Monaco,

Morocco, Portugal, Romania, Slovengpain Tunisia and Ukraine) haubet the criteria of
Article Vlof the Rules of Procedurdsr the Meeting of the Parties.

The Committee mentioned that the Credential Letter submitted by Libya was in Arabic.
Considering that the Committee was made of, among others, two Parties from Arabic
Countries,which wereLebanon and Tunisia, and that these Parties examined the content of
the letter and certified its conformity with Article VI of the Rules of Procedimethe Meeting

of the Parties, the Committee recommended accepting the document presented by the Libyan
Delegate.

Agenda Item 1@ National reports

a) Synthesis of the National Reports of the Parties

50.

51.

52.

53.

The Secretariagffirmed that National Reportshad beensubmitted online bythe Parties
following the format adopted within Resolution 4.6, and thataiccordarce with a decision
made by the Parties, National Reportswere completed by the Secretariat according to
information collected during Regional Workshops orNational Reportssubmitted bythe
Parties in the frameork of other Organizationmeetings Focal Points verified and completed
the informationin these reports

With the aim of improving the online reporting system, it was asked to give more space for the
entry of information within particular items.

The Secretariat introduced the synthesis thie implementation of ACCOBAMS thyg Parties
in document MOPR013/Docl3and underlined a lack of information on the implementation
of Resolutions.

Greece and Ukraine asked the Secretariat to integrate informaticludedin their respective
National Reortsin the synthesis oational Reports

12
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b) Range States activities
54. The representativdrom L &a NI St LI Ay G SR 2 dzi joifing ACCORAMSE. HNE Q&
made it clear that, even though Israel is not a Party to ACCOBAMS Yywis dlready
contributed to the conservation of these species through its institutions, scientists and non
governmental organizationsHe said that ame Israeli scientists areell known within the
community of scientistivolved inthe conservation of cetaces.

Agenda Item 1X Institutional dispositions

a) ACCOBAMBNgterm strategy 20142023
55. The Coordinator of the Working Group in charge of strategy development, Mrs: AndXD,Sy I O
underlined the decision of the last Meeting of the Parties, reflected in R#ésol4.24, to
prepare the ACCOBAMS Strategy and introduced the process used for the analysis of the
Agreement's effectiveness and for the development of the Strategy. She stressed that the
Strategy proposal was prepared with a participatory approachydict:
- representatives of the ACCOBAMS Bureau, Parties, Partners, Consultants and the
Secretariat of the Bonn Convention forming the Strategy Working Group,
- participantsin the ACCOBAMS regional workshops, representing the Parties and
relevant regional agreements.

In addition, the Strategy proposal was a subject of public consultations.

56. The Coordinator presented the following main elements of the Strategy referrindhéo t
Appendixto Document MOP5/2013/Res5.1: Analysis of the present state of ACCOBAMS
affairs; ACCOBAMS Mission; Vision; Objectives; Action plan; Implementation and financing;
Monitoring and revision of the Strategy.

57. She added that the implementation of th8trategy will be based on operational work
programmes for threg/ear periods, with a more detailed action plan for the strategy.
Agreement funds (trust fund, voluntary contributions) will remain the primary source of
funding, but more emphasis should bevegn to external funding. The monitoring of the
strategy will include the regular monitoring of the operational work programmes and the
implementation of resolutions. Overall effectiveness will be evaluated after 5 years of
implementation and at the end dhe Strategy period.

58. Following the presentation of the strategy by the Coordinator, the Chair once again stressed

A

(KS AYLR2NIFIYyOS 2F F20rt LRAYyGa FYyR GKSANI NI

implementation. She then invited the participants to expréssir views and comments about
the Strategy proposal.
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60.

61.

62.
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Many patrticipants congratulated the consultant on the quality of the work achieved, pointing
out that the Strategy suggested is in accordance with the objectives of the Agreement and in
line with the nternational orientations for the conservation of biodiversity and the marine
environment. They stressed that the Strategy will be extremely useful in guiding the Parties
FYR !/ /h.!a{Qa @FINAR2dza 02RASa Ay (KSxyme g2 NJ
CDB Aichi targets.

The representative from the CMS Secretariat informed the meeting that CMS was undertaking
a similar exercise, during which an overarching Strategic Plan for Migratory Species was being
developed for the period 2013023. Like anylpn for migratory species, it is meant to serve as

a guiding framework for all work supporting the conservation of migratory species. This
approach and the opportunities for ACCOBAMS Patrties to be involved had been explained in a
CMS statement at the™meeting of the ACCOBAMS Bureau in December 2012. ACCOBAMS
Parties were highly encouraged to engage in this important exercise by commenting on the
second Draft Plan when it would be available in January 2014. This would help ensure the
development of a strog, realistic plan in support of the conservation of migratory species. In
order to highlight this importanprocess, she offered to provide additions to draft Resolution

5.1 prepared by the CMS Secretariat.

Stressing the significance of climate changee tkpresentative from the Humane Society
International (HSI) asked the Secretariat if the ACCOBAMS climate change workshop would be
held in a near future. In this context, the Executive Secretary emphasized that the workshop
had been postponed for logistit reasons but will take place in 2014ither before or after

the Scientific Committee meeting in April.

The Coordinator was invited to prepare a final version of the strategy taking into account the
amendments proposed by the participants, with a viel amopting it as anAnnexto

Resolution 5.14nnex Xl

b) Work Programme 2012016

63.

The Secretariat presented the Work Programme suggested for the -201@ period
contained in Document MOP5/2013/Res 5.2. In so doihg, Secretariat referred to the
following documents:

ACCOBAMS contribution to the Ecosystem Approach process in the Mediterranean
MOP5/2013/Doc10

Population structure: next steps in the ACCOBAMS -avaP5/2013/Doc 21
ACCOBAM®/orking Groups and relevant Terms of Referengd©P5/2013/Doc 29

Concept note on project proposal on cetaceanschich and depredation reduction in the
Mediterranean and Black Seas fisher®&$0P5/2013/Inf 04

14
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65.

66.
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Development of a project for assesgiand reducing the impact of ghost fishing on marine
biodiversity, in particular fishery resources, cetaceans and sea turtles, in the Mediterranean

and the Black SeavOP5/2013/Inf 05

Resolutions of relevance for ACCOBAMS adopted by other Organisa®@B5/2013/Inf 35

Presentation of the Provisions of the Council Regulation (EC) no 812/2004 relevant for the
ACCOBAMS area and proposal for a Regulation of the European Parliament and of the
Council amending this RegulationMOP5/2013/Inf 45

wS L2 NI 2sternived8ert 2SS y¢ NBIA2y L g2N] akKz2L) 2y | [/
Ref Documen®RWwm02/2012/Doc09

Report of Central Mediterranean workshop on ACCOBAMS implementagbiocument:
RWcm02/2012/Doc10

WSLE2 NI 2F (GKS a{ 2dzi KSNY a SIRECOBAMSlinpBheyitationNS I A 2
Ref DocumenfRWsm02/2012/Doc10

Report of Eastern Mediterranean workshop on ACCOBAMS implemeni¢ibDocument:
RWem02/2012/Doc10

Report of Black Sea workshop on ACCOBAMS implementaleh Document:
RWbs02/2012/Doc10

The Secretariat indicated that the Work Programme had béewvelopedon the basis of
proposed strategy foACCOBAMS, bearing in mind both the recommendations made by the
ACCOBAMS Scientific Committee aptbvant programmes and initiatives developed by
other organizations, in order tensurea good degree of synergy and dovetailing with these
programmes and initiatives. It then reviewed the actions proposed in the Work Programme
as well as their respective objectives.

Several participants stressed their Wiso see ACCOBAMS become increasingly integrated

into work related toli KS 9 dzZNR2 LIS y ! v A EinedvorkaDiredfveng wdrkii NI G S 3 ¢
related tothe Habitats DirectiveDuringdiscussions on means to achieve this integration, it

was suggested both thathe Parties to ACCOBAMS which are members of the European

Union informthe | Y A ZrgleGeatbodies about the programmes and initiatives undertaken

by ACCOBAMS, and that after this MOP the ACCOBAMS Secretariat contact the European
Commission, expressing itesire to participate in working groups and other meetings
organized within the context of the Marine Strategy and the Habitats Directive.

The representative from CMS proposed that the ACCOBAMS Secretariat jointly with the
ASCOBANS Secretariat examineh wWie CMS Executive Secretary, possible joint approaches

G2 ONARyYy3A | 062dzi INBFGSNI fAYy1F3aAS FyR O2ffl 62NI
Marine Strategy.
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68.

69.

70.
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The Meeting reviewedthe "ACCOBAMS Working Groups and relevant Terms of Reférence
documert (MOP5/2013Doc29) and approved its content. Concerning the joint ACCOBAMS
and ASCOBAN&orking groupon the 9 | Marine StrategyFramework Directive and in
particular the designation of the working group coordinator, the Meeting invitesl two
Secretariatdo consult togetheras soon as possible to define the worklag#dhe coordinator

and, if necessary, entrust this task to a consultant who would work with the help of the Focal
Points.

Following the presentatiofy the Secretariat obocumentMOP5/2013/Doc10 intended to
provide information on how cetaceans are considered in the determinationthef
MediterranearQ &ood Environmental Status and targdty the implementation of the
Ecosystem Approach process in the Mediterranean by the BarcelGoavention
(UNEP/MAP), thiMeetingcommended this initiative and encouraged the Secretariat to liaise
with the Barcelona Conventiofor the determination ¢ the Good Environmental Status
(GES).

The modifications proposed by the participants and approvgdihie Meetinghave been
reflected in the Work Programme appenderResolution 5.ZAnnexX|).

The Meeting instructed the Secretariat to contact the Parties in order to set an exact date for
the annual celebration ofthe ! / / h. 1 a{ 5F& ¥F¥2NJ /Sl OSIya

0 {

AwarenesRaising 2F GKS 22NJ] tNBINIYYSOP ¢Krhisd RFGS

the dates of knownelevantevents.

c) Scientific Committee

71.

72.

The Secretariat recalled that in Resolution 4.4, the Parties had asked the Scientific Committee
and the Bureau, in collaboration with the Secretariat, to present to the Parties and Partners a
proposal concerning issues linked to the maige of the Scientific Committee, six months
before the Fifth Meeting of the Parties. It also indicated that the Bureau had instructed the
Secretariat to prepare a document based on the elements approved by tedinMgs of the
Bureau and to circulate it to the Bureau and Scientific Commeenbersin order todraft

a proposal concerning the new structure and work procedures of the Scientific Committee. It
described the process that had been used and the diffesiencountered, andeviewedthe

main elements of the proposal for Rules on the Scientific Committee that had been sent to
the Focal Points six months before the Meeting (Annex to Document MOP5/2013/Res5.3).

Participants asked for clarification on the mber of experts proposed by CIESM, for the list
provided by the Secretariat only contained 5 experts instead of the 10 requested by the
Parties.
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74.

75.

76.

77.

78.

79.
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Invited to speak on the issue by the Chair, the General Director of CIESM indicated that his
organization did ot agree to provide a list of ten experts out of whom the Parties to

'/ /h.!la{ @¢g2ddZ R OK22aS p (G2 060S YSYOSNmR 2F (KS
stated that his organization would withdraw from its collaboration with ACCOBAMS in
appointing the nembers of the Scientific Committee if the Parties to ACCOBAMS did not
accept the conditions set by CIESM. The General Director of CIESM stressed the importance

of the Parties not interfering in selecting the experts proposed by his organization.

The Chaithen decided to form aVorking Groupopen to the delegations of the Parties,
chaired by Morocco, to find a solution as to the composition of the Scientific Committee.

The Working Group met twice anids Chairreported about the compromise reached,
especidly regardingthe leadership and coordination of thei€ntific Committee which shall
be entrusted by the Meeting of the Parties @ESMr IUCNin rotation from one triennium
to the next.

The Meeting tasked the Secretariat to submit the elements abov€tiaSM and IUCN before
being submitted for adoption toMOP 5. If one of the two organizatiorisforms the
Secretariat that it cannot take on the role of leadership and coordinatimrthe Scientific
Committee according to the above terms, the Meeting of Parties shall choose the other
organization, whichwould then be invited to appoint 6 members in consultation with the
Secretariat of the Agreement.

The two organizations viewed the sugtions of the Partiefavourablyand confirmed their
agreement to appoint the experts representing them in accordance with the elements
decided on by the Parties.

The Rulesregarding the Scientific Committee were thus modifiéaking into accounthe
new elements decided on by the Parties on the subject, and appear in the Annex to
Resolution 5.3.

Following on the consultations between the Parties and Partner organizations, the Meeting
decided to entrust, for the period 2012016, the leadership and coordition of the
Scientific Committee to CIESM and to appoint the members of the Scientific Committee as
follows:
Members representing CIESM: 3 members shall be selected by CIESM in close consultation
with the ACCOBAMS Executive Secretary
Members representingJCN: Renaud dgtefanis Ibrahim Ben Amet,éaDavid
Regional representatives:

- Western region: Marina Sequeira (Alternate member Sadia Belcaid)

- Central region: Mehdi Aissi (Alternate member Drasco Holcer)
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- Eastern regionVasileoisPetropoulos (Alternatanember Mohamed Abdelwarith)
During theappointmentof members, therepresentative from Lebanon withdrew its
two applicationghat had beermproposed
- Black Sea regioonstantin Mihailov (Alternate: Dimitar Popov)
e Representative for ECS: Tilen Genov
e Representative for IWC: Greg Donovan
¢ Representative for CMS: Bill Perrin

80. The draft Resolution was adopted laterRssolution 5.34nnex XL

d) Status of ACCOBAMS Partners
81. The Secretariat introduce®ocumentMOP32013/Docl6 presenting two new partnership
requests.

82. After examining the two requests, and taking into account their conformity with Resolution
4.20,the Parties granted Partner Status to:
- the NonGovernmentaDrganizatiors a I NB b 2 & ( NHzY ¢
- GKS 2NBI NRUABXY¥SY i aBRQLYGSNEG {OASYdGATAIdzS LI
SYGANRYYSYSyi(lé¢ oDL{oa0®

e) ACCOBAMS Compliance Procedure
83. The Secretariat informed the Meeting of the Parties that, on the basis of various cases of
non-compliancewith obligations communicated to the Secretariat, the Bureau had entrusted
the Secretariat with the preparation of a draft procedure of compliance with the ACCOBAMS
obligations in order to submit it to the Meeting of the Parties.

84. The legal expert of the Seceetat, Mr. Tullio Scovazzi, informed the Meeting of the Parties
that the draft in question took into account nesonfrontational procedures for the
prevention of disputes that had been established or were being established within other
treaties on the progction of the environment (see doc. MOP5/2013/Inf. 34). These
procedures presented

- some common aspectsuch as the nowronfrontational character of the procedure that
ended with a recommendation, the objective &dcilitating the implementation of the
obligations arising from the treaty, the establishment of an ad hoc body (Comrjittee

- as wellsomedifferences, in particular as regards the compositaithe Committee and
the right to present a submission.
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86.

87.

88.

89.

90.

91.

92.

93.

94.
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The draft proposed to the Meeting of the Parties had been discussed and approved with some
modifications by the Bureau. It was based on the principles of openness to civil society (in this
case represented by the organizations having the status of ACCOB&m8rs), transparency

and effectiveness.

In the discussion, some Parties expressed their support for the draft. Other Parties raised

R2dzoda 2y a2Y$S LRAyidaz Ay LI NIGAOdzZ NI Fa NBIL

20f A3 GA 2y aiéndf the CKE&nmiltee vndzha dodfidentiality of the procedure.

The Chairperson asked the legal expert to meih the Partieswho had manifested doubts

in order to find generally acceptable solutions. Following the meeting, some modifications
were propo®d which, without changing the substance of the draft, entailed a revision of the
terminology follow-up procedure instead of complianggocedure) and of the provision on
confidentiality. The revised text was acceptegthe Parties as a whole.

The draftResolution was adopted later as Resolution 3udnex XL

The Chairperson invited the Meeting of the Parties to approve the amendments to the Rules
of Procedure for the Meeting of the Parties (new Art. 18 on the election of members of the
Followup Committee), in order to proceed to the electioof the members ofthe
Committee.

The amendmentso the Rules of Procedure for the Meeting of the Parties were approved.

The representativegrom Croatia and Lebanon declared that their States withdrew the
applicationghey had proposed.

The representativefrom Tethys delared that their organization withdrew thapplicationst
had proposed.

The Chairperson asked the representatives of Cyprus and of Slovenia to act as tellers. They
did accept. The election of the members of the Committee took place according to the
procedure set forth in Art. 18 of the Rules of Procedure for the Meeting of the Parties.

The following candidates nominated lilge Parties were electedMr. Victor Escobar, M.
MohamedHamaniand Mrs.Marie-AnneMortelette.

The following candidates nominated bye ACCOBAMS Partners were consequegitigted:
Mr. Drasko Holcer (Blue World) and Mr. Dan Kerem (IMMR®&@) Mr. Aviad Schenin as
alternate.
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95. The following members were drawn by lot as members whose term is reduced:

- Mr. MohamedHamani and Mrs. Marie-Anne Mortelette among the members nominated
by the Parties;

- Mr. DanKerem (with Mr.AviadSchenin as alternate) among the members nominated by
the ACCOBAMS Partners.

f) Procedure for the ACCOBAMS c#dir proposals for projects to be funded under the
Supplementary Conservation Fund
96. The Secretariat presented Draft Resolutiorb §Procedure for the ACCOBAMSEIl for
proposals for projects funded by the Supplement&@gnservationFund), explaininghat
improvements had beemade to the procedure and documentsr the call for project
proposals following on the lessons learned from the first two calls for project proposals
launched in 2011 and 2012 by the Secretariat.

97. Some representatives welcomed the possibility of subngtimoject proposals in French.

98. The Meeting reviewed andmended the call for proposals documents, bearing in mind the
remarks and suggestions made by the delegates.

99. Thedraft Resolution was later adopted as Resolution(®BnexX]).

g) Staff Regulations
100. The representative of the Principality of Monaco presenfgrdft Resolution 5.6 on staff

regulations

101. He pointed out that the first draftegulationshad been prepared by the Secretariat jointly
with the Monaco Government and thathey needed to be refined. At present, the
Principality of Monaco provides the Executive Secretary and some secretarial work by
another person. His Highnedsad declared in s Statement that while regretting the
departure of the present Executive Secretary, he maintained his commitment to and his
support for the Secretariat. After examining several applications, Florence Descroix
/ 2YF yRdzZOOA QA | LIX AOFGA2Y 41 & | OOSLIISR®

102. The firalization of the draft staffegulatiors should present, then, all the possible hypotheses
to be consideredor the recruitment of Permanent Secretariat staff

103. The Meeting receivedavourablythe proposal of the Principality of Monaco attie Draft
Resoltion was lateradoptedasResolution 5.§Annex Xl
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h) Rules of Procedure for the Bureau
104. Following requests received by the Secretariat, the last meeting of the Extended Buagau
mandated the Secretariat to prepare a revised version of its procedures.

105. The amendments addressed Article 3 and concerned:

- the opening up of the Meeting of thExtendedBureau to Susegional Units of Coordination,
the Parties and the host Countf the next Meetingin order to bring assistance to the
preparation of the Meeting of the Parties. The Secretariat pointed out that this opening up to
participation had no financial implicatisn

- the elimination of the Focal Poirgpplication forappointment of social economic experts.
LYRSSR>Y GKS {SONBGFNARFG YIRS AdG Of SFNJ GKFG 0
of neutralityand so the intervention of the Focal Point was of no avail.

106. For these amendment proposals, the Meetingquestedthe elimination of the notion of
geographical representation.

107. ¢ KS aSSiAy3a FR2LIWGSR (G4KS | YSYRYSyida IyR gAa&aKS|
in collaboration with the Bureau be based on their curriculum vitae.

108. The draft Resolution wasdopted later as Resolution 5.&r{nex Xl

i) Rio + 20: perspectives for ACCOBAMS

109. ¢l 1Ay3 Ayid2 O2yaARSNI A2y ( KaSsinRiodtieyBiged a¢KS
Nations Conference on Sustainable Development, (Rdi2) and in accordancewith the
decision made by the Bureau, the Secretariat introducdtle draft Resolutiond WA 2 bH nY
outlook ¥F2NJ ! / / h.!'a{é¢ oO6ahtpkuHnmokwSa podyoz Ay 21|
ACCOBAMS implementation actions on the spirit anéaiijes of this document. The legal
expert of the Secretariat, Mr. Tullio Scovazzi, informed the Meeting of the Parties that the
draft resolutionincludedi KS | 41LJSO0da 2F a¢KS CdzidzNBE 2SS 2|y
ACCOBAMEZa@Dbjectives.

110. The representativérom! DLw &dz23548GSR SEG Sy R Aintlddesugpérth . | a { Q:
for capacitybuilding activities that particularly targgilayers involved irfishery activities,
paying special attention to traditional fishing cooperatives. Thisukh@give them more
autonomouseconomic management and reward their efforts to protect marine resources,
especially as regards marine protected areas and their surrounding areas.
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114.
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During the discussion, two proposats improve the wording of the draftResdution, one
relating to the preamble and the other to paragraph m, were submitted and approved.

The draft Resolution was adopted laterRssolution 5.84nnex XL

Rules of Procedure for the Meeting of the Partigsvised version

The rules of procedurdor the Meeting of the Partiesvere revised with regard to the
Regulations relating to the Scientific Committee adopted by the Parties in Resolution 5.3 and
with regard to the Regulations relating to tR®llowup Canmittee adopted by the Parties in
Resolution 5.4.

The rules of proceduréor the Meeting of the Parties athey wereadopted by the Meeting
are included imAnnexxXIl

Agenda Item 12; Implementation of the Agreement: tekanical and scientific issues

a) Comprehensive cetacean population estimate and distribution in the ACCOBAMS area

115.

116.

117.

118.

1109.

Mr. Simone Panigada introducédaft Resolution 5.9 relating to the comprehensive estimate
of cetacean populations and their distribution in the ACCOBAM8&while pointing out the
necessity for recruiting a coordinator for survey implementation.

The Executive Secretary informed the Mag of the delay in the implementation of a
convention established between the French Agency of MPAs and the IUCN Cooperation
Centre for the Mediterranean whichrovides forfinancing bythe ACCOBAMS Secretariat for

the recruitment of afund-raiser in chage of mobilizing necessary funds to implement the
survey project. She also stressed the fact that the amount foreseen initially by the
Convention had been reduced.

Concerning the delay in the implementation of this convention, the Executive Secretary
pointed out that shehadreceived recently a mail from thelPAAgency informing her of its
commitment to solve the problem in the near future.

Concerning the reductionfdinancing, the representativiFom the IUCN Cooperation Centre
for the Mediterranean confirmed that the available funds would be allocated first and
foremost to the setting up of the survey project.

/| 2y OSNYyAy3a GKS 02 2 iduasted hy 2HeIBgientifdS CoMititted, Y&y (
Meeting pointed out that this coordinator could only be recruited once the funds necessary

22



ACCOBAMBIOP5/2013/Doc 31

for the implementation of the survey projeatould be available. Moreover, the Meeting

pointed out the importance for théund-raiser to work jointly with the & { dzNI@S& Ly A G Al
Work Group established by the Scientific Commitie@rder © facilitate the setting up and

the search for funds necessary for the implementation of this project.

120. The representativdrom Malta suggested thathe information and study findings on the
estimate of cetacean populations be made availablerenACCOBAMBebste.

121. The representativédrom Portugal asked the Secretariat to send totld Parties, for the sake
2F AYTF2NNI GA2y 3 diaKd®cuhmdndeiddcsnipleted/ A G A G A OS¢

122. The representative from Greece informed the Meeting that available data could be provided
to EMODnet and that this could bring potential funding to the Secretariat

123. After minor correctionsthe draft Resolution was adopteldter as Resolution 5.@\nnex X).

b) Commerciaketacean watchingn the ACCOBAMS Area
124. The Secretariat presented feasibility studies for the development of pilot projects on whale
watching carried out in Morocco antunisia in 2012 (MOP5/2013/Inf41 and Inf42) as well as
the resultsof whale-watching operators present in the Agreement area.

125. Morocco and Tunisia thanked the Secretariat for the studies undertaken in ¢baintries
and said they wishto continue collabording closelyfor the operational implementation of
these pilot projects.

126. TheHSiIrepresentative welcomedhe feasibility studies and notetthat worldwide scientific
evidence of a negative impact of whale watching has accrued. Hence, in those bodies where
the technical development of whale watching is being discussedich as the Scientific
Committee of the International Whaling Committees S A Yy ONB I aAy 3t & aLiSt |
2 KFES 2FGO0KAY3IQTZ gKAOK A& ¢ KIBAMSliKasoyngtot S 2 |
address.He added that dirther advice on how this may be achieved can be obtained from
ALISOALFEAAG 02RASa AyOfdzRAY3I 2 KIS -dayidihg 52 f LIK 7
whale watching subcommittee.

127. The Executive Secretary presentBdaft Resolution 5.10 regarding commercial cetacean
watching in the ACCOBAMS area.

128. The Representativifom the Pelagos Sanctuargmindedthe Meeting that Resolution 4.6 of
the 4th Conferenceof Parties to thePelagosAgreementprovidedfor the establishment o&
joint PelagosACCOBAM$&bel whose draftwas presented during the 5th Conference of
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Parties (Rome, June 2013 addition, following the6™ Meeting of the Scientific and
Technical Committee (October 2013), it wamsideredthat the implementation of ational

legal tools necessaryo prevent theintentional disturbance of marine mammals was a
LINENBIljdzAaAGS (2 G§KS A YLI SYwhaleivatdhirgagtivitesihel y @
Working Group on whale watching wagsut in charge of identifying the rpblems
encountered bythe Parties for the implementation of the label and had to consider all the
possible solutions to frame this activity in an effective and efficient way. Results of these
investigations shall be presented during the next Scientifit Bechnical Committee Meeting

of the Pelagos Sanctuary planned in October 2(Mdreover, the PelagosScientific and
Technical Committee recommended maintaining jbimt PelagosACCOBAMSBature of the
frameworkprojectfor whalewatching activities.

After minor corrections, the draft Resolution was adopted later as Resolution Brirek X

Ship Strikes oretaceandn the Mediterranean Sea
TheChairpersonnvited Simone Panigada to presddraft Resolutions.11 a ship striks.

Mr. Panigada explained that cetaceans and in particular large spa@dlreatened by ship
strikes. He stressed the importanad taking into account this issue based axisting
recommendationsand particularlythose provided by the joint ACCOBAMS/IW@rkshop
and pursuingcollaboration with relevanbrganizations

He explainedhat the REPCET system alldesthe reakttime spotting of cetaceanand its
cost isestimated ate o i month pervessel equippedAddtional information on this system
would be provided to participants upon request.

After minor corrections, the draft Resolution was adopted later as Resolution Atitiex XL

Work towards aconservation plarfor fin whalesin the Mediterranean Sea
The Chaperson asked Simone Panigada to presddraft Resolution 5.12 relating to the
conservation plarfor fin whales in the Mediterranean.

He explained that fin whales in the ACCOBAIS areunder severahnthropogenic threats,
namely ship strikes.

Therefore, appropriate research should be conducted on the use and distribution of habitats

Ay 2NRSNJ 2 RSEONARGS TAY gskrdex@mime theiwbian&nB y OS &
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critical habitats for tts species. This would facilitate the implementation of management
measures to regulate maritime traffic, fishing and whaktgching.

The draft Resolution was adopted later as Resolution 5&t21éx X

2y aSNDI (A Dbeaked Whalesda@e\MeditEranean

The Scientific Committee informed the participants that the last CMS Conference of Parties
(Bergen, Norway 201hadasked the ACCOBAMS Scientific Committee to prepare a proposal

to include the M&RA G SNNI y Sty / dz@ KighN&cavirastgsin JABpRndid Kdof f S 6
CMS (granting to this species the endangered status) to be presented to the CMS COP 11 in
2014.

The Representativdom Spainoffered to support this proposain the nextCMS Meetingf
Parties aninitiative welcomed by NRDC and OceanCare.

The Partiesunderlined thesignificance of thevork undertakenby the Scientific Committee
on the mapmodelling the habitat®f Ziphius.

Theyinvited the Scientific Committee to continue its wahkd asked itto give explanations

on the data, modeling methodology and scientific protocols used to create this kind of map.
Suchexplanations would give the Parties a betterderstandingof this kind of map andts
relatedissues.

NRDC and OceanCaremmended the work of the Scientific Committee in developing a very
sound recommendation to improve the protection of Cuvier's beaked whales from intense
noise sources. They emphasised that this Recommendation had been prepared in accordance
with the 20132013 Work Programme.

They informed the Meeting abowtorrying scientific informatiorabout the level of impacts
by anthropogenic noise, including impacts at the population leaet said that in many
regions in the worldthe practice and transparency efivironmental impact assessments, as
well as proactive engagement in best environmental pracéce much more advanced than
in the Agreement area.

TheFrench Delegation advised that future Resolusitinked tounderwaternoise should be
send at early stage to thaASCOBANSCCOBAMGEMS Noise working grougpo it may issue
an opinionand propose improvemestto:

- obtainan overviewof the propose resolutions,
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- issue recommendationsn order to facilitate the application of theproposed
resolutions consideringnvironmenta) technical and economimnstraints
- facilitate adoption bythe Parties.

The representativdrom Greececalled for further collaboration witlexpertsand relevant
international instruments, statinghat ACCOBAMS Resolution 4.17Gudelines to address
the impact of anthropogenic noise is a good instrument and that its implementationld
be tested to give feedbackon relevant work forthe identification of supplementary
mitigation measures.

Upon the request of participants, a drafting group on Cuvier's beaked whale conservation
was created taevisethe draft Resolution. This drafting group, open to all participants, was
chaired byFrance

Some members of the drafting group considered that the "areas of special concern for
/| dz@A SN A 0 Srlagc@uid nab &ppebir R ibstands aride Parties agreed thathis

map would appearin Recommendation 8.6 of the Scientific Committe®nriex 1X¢
Recommendation 8)6

Therepresentativefrom Greece stated that this mapadbeen createcbased ontwo models

with huge differences between them and the final modekisamalgamatiorof the two. The

data used for the creation of the final map go back to 1991. As a map is a strong element to
use, Greece believes that the model should be tested before being published. Greece
believes that the work of the Scientific Committeeaor the iight track and should be
developed.

For the future use of this kind of map, the French Delegation undeklthat in no case
should suchmaps be used tgrohibit, limit or drastically restrict economic and military
activities indareas of special concernof beaked whala £If such werethe casejt would not
be acceptabldor the Parties.On theother hand,these maps could be used aviceand
management tod to better plan economic and military activities in those ar@aorder to
reduce, limit or canel impacs on Ziphius. This kind of tod$ necessary and very useful for
the conservation of Ziphius.

The French representativatated that the English version othe Resolution onthe
conservation ofcuvier's beakedhalesin the Mediterranearis the reference version

The draft Resolution was adopted later Resolution 5.13Annex XL
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f) Identification of cetaceans population structure
152. The representative from Ukraine introducedraft Resolution 5.14 relevant tohe live
removal of Bottlenose dolphins in the Black Sea underlining that this draft Resolution was
consequent to the Recommendations of the Scientific Committiekanned the importing
exporting and reexportingof specmen from thisBlack Sea speciesd provided fothe use
of genetic, morphological and phofdentification methodsto inventory all specimenkept
in captivity.

153. The Chapersonunderlined that theissueof deliberate taking was not only referring Black
Sea Bottlenose dolphins and that a broader resolution could be presemtgéde next
ACCOBAMS Meeting of the Parties.

154. The representative from Malta informed the Meeting of CITES provisions regarding the
marking of captive individuals. She informed thetm#pants that genetic markers are not
efficient for enforcement matters when compared to other marking methods such as
microchips which can be read in the field there and then. Genetic markers need appropriate
testing facilities which are not available att ACCOBAMS Countries, since such laboratories
must also be accredited to perform genetic analysis on the particular species (not genus).
This means that the result is not instant and most of the time requires days or even weeks to
be available. Thus tlyeare definitely not useful if a live animal is being withheld or if samples
degrade with time

155. The Secretariat underlined thegnificanceof genetic analysis to identify the origin of the
specimen and reduce the danger of fraud linked to the use of chips

156. The representativefrom OceanCare did welcom®raft Resolution 5.14 andocument
ACCOBAMBIOP5/2013/Doc2® Y (1 KS ARSYUGAFTFAOFI A2y 2a8aOSil OS
proactive and solutionroriented way forward to impose the implementation of the
Agreement@ objectives; the banon live removalg; as well as to prevent the continuation of
illegal trade with captive bottlenose dolphins originating from the Black Sea. It is furthermore
another step forward towards close cooperatibatweenACCOBAMS and CETn response
to questions raised during the discussion the recommended inventory, OceanCare did
provide additional background on the issue. Live removals in the Agreement area have
continued, ashavetrade activities. Dolphins involved in internatidrieade have often been
classified asaptivebred while such animals are replacedth wild-caught animals. The
proposed inventory will be an efficient tool to help authoritregigate this trend

157. Under this item, Mr. Simone Panigada also introdudamtument MOP5/2013/Doc 21
presenting the results of the workshop on cetacean population structure jointly organized by

27



158.

159.

160.

161.

162.

9)

163.

164.

165.

ACCOBAMBIOP5/2013/Doc 31

ECS/ASCOBANS/ACCOBAMS on the occasion oftHeC%7 Annual Conference (Setubal,
Portugal 810 April 2013).

After a few minor corrections,the draft Resolution was adopted later as Resolution 5.14

(Annex X

The Parties asked the Secretariat to contabe Parties to identify a Country thatould
submitthe draft Recommendatiorn the next CITES meetin

The Chairperson gave the floor to the legal expert, Mr. Tullio Scovazzi, in order to introduce
Documenta ht pk HAMOKLY T o173 ac¢k{Ay3a 2F OSil OStya |
GKS '/ /h.!v'a{ FTNIXYSG2N]£¢D

The expert pointed out that, on the basis of a detailed analysis of the ACCOBAMS provisions,

he reached the conclusion that dolphinaria, as they involve the capture, trade and captivity

of cetaceans, are in conflict with a certain number of legal obligatlsindingthe Parties, in

LI NI AOdzf F NJ g AGK GKS LINBPKAOAGAZ2Y 2F adGl({Ay3eo
from other relevant legal instruments bindiradl or some of theACCOBAMS Parties, such as

other international treaties and three dictives of the European Union.

In the discussion that followed;yprusand OceanCaraleclared that they appreciated the
conclusions of the studywhich could prove to be useful in the case of applicatidn
national authorities for the opening of new dolphinaria. The Executive Secretary remarked
that she was aware that the authorities of some States Parties to ACCO&ARtfronted

with this kind of application and that they should be provided with kbgal analysis needed

to providea correct answer.

Impact ofanthropogenic noise
The Executive Secretainformedi KS aSSiAy3a GKFG GKS 1 a4 aSSaaA
Committee (Warsaw, Poland, 2P August 2013) had suggested extending the Jbioiking
Group to the Convention on the conservation of migratory species of wild animals
(UNEP/CMS), having appropriately amended the TORs (MOP5/2013/Doc29).

The Meeting agreed to include the CMS in the Joint Working Group on noise.

The CeChair of the Joit Working Group on noise, Yanis Souami, introduced Documents
MOP5/2013/Doc22ReyDoc23Revand Doc 24. He explained that a consultation had been
held by the French Maritime Clustewith representatives from various sectors (marine
renewable energies, figries, maritime transport, Navy, oil prospection, marine protected
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areas etc.) to assess the guidelines adopted by ACCOBAMS in Resolution 4.17 and identify
technical and economic constraints encountered when implementing the recommendations.
Some of the enclusions of this consultation work were included by the Joint Working Group

on noise in Document MOP5/2013/Doc23Rev1.

166. A letter fromthe French Maritime Clustewas distributed to alparticipants inEnglish and
French indicating thatthe report of the French Maritime Clustefbruit sousmarin: enjeux
économiques et environnementaux en milieu mdriftUnderwater noise: economic and
environmental challenges in the marine environmentuld betransmitted to theEuropean
Network ofMaritime Clusters

167. The Chair warmly welcomed this partnership witike French Maritime Clusteand the
results it had produced and highlighted the need for the Joint Working Group on noise to
continue its work, bringing together all the concerrgtdkeholders

168. The same draiihg group thathad amended Resolution 5.13 regarditige conservation of
| dz@ Abeakd avhalesn the Mediterraneanalso amendedDraft Resolution 5.1%n the
impact of anthropogenic noise.

169. With respect to paragraph 2 of Resolution 5.1be trepresentativefor France stated that
consultatiors and work on thesdopicswere already underway dnad been undertakerat
international and national leveb C2 NJ SEIl YLX S Ay G(KS O2yGSEG 2
alk NAYyS {dN}XidS3& CNIYSg2N] 5ANBOGAGDSQE 5SaONR
defined.

170. Therefore the Meeting of thePartiesinvited ACCOBAMS to approach these bodies in order
to lodge ts work within their schedule and stressed the need for overall consistency.

171. After a few minor corrections, the draft Resolution prepared by the drafting group was
adopted lateras Resolution 5.15\anex X\

Agendaltem 13¢ Budgetary issues

a) Report on incomes and expenditures relevant to the Trust Fund and external contributions
and to the Supplementary Conservation Fund for 262013
172. The Executive Secretary presented the reportimcomes and expenditureelated to the
ACCOBAMS Trust Fund for 2@D1L.3 MOP5/2013/Doc2band explained that the figures for
2013 covered the period up to 31 August. However, since that date no other contribution
had been received by the Secretariat. Presenting the state ofribaitions, she indicated
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that the total sum of unpaid contributions was100,826.25 and that several contributions
are not received at the start of the year, often making it necessary for the Secretariat to use
the reserve established on the basis of &ason 4.2. Here, to remedy such situatigrehe
advisedthe Parties to pay their contributions at the starttbe year.

173. The representative for Libya indicated that his country had started proceedings to pay its
unpaid contributions to ACCOBAMS; he siré&sR [ A o0&l Qa4 vAaK (2 K2y
commitments to ACCOBAMS and the other environmental Conventions to which it is Party.

174. The representativdrom Spain informed the Meeting about the current situation of the
Mediterranean Database of Cetace@trandings (MEDACE®hich has not beenperational
since June 2012. Despite economic constraints, Spaiilisg to contribute withe Q@D in
order to continue the maintenance of MEDACES by the University of Valenmeg that the
rest of the necessg budget will be provided by both the ACCOBAMS Secretariat and the
RAC/SPA.

175. The Executive Secretary then reviewed the state of voluntary contributions and indicated
that the total sum of voluntary contributions received in the period 2@013 (up to 31
August 2013yvase397,800 and that these contributions came from Monaco and France. The
Secretariat had also received-funding, the total sum of this being34,00Q coming from
RAC/SPARelagosMonaco, [UCN Med, OceanCare, and thssociationWhalesWhat Else
Taking into account the remainder from the voluntary contributions received before the
triennium, the balance of voluntary contributions on 31 August 20@43€402,075,£300,000
of which came from the voluntary contribution received from Spain, Wwhias been
earmarked for the ACCOBAMS Survey Initiative project. The Executive Secretary expressed
her gratitude to the Parties which had made voluntary contribogioand the partner
organizations which had helped with-fonding.

176. Regarding the SupplememaConservation Fund (SCF), the Executive Secretary reported that
this Fund had been replenished twice during the period 2PQ13, using the unpaid
contributions from the 2008010 triennium that had been received in 2011 plus the
voluntary contributionsmade by France and Monac®hanks tothe SCHmechanism,two
calls forproposalswere launchedduring the triennium 2012013 and six projectseceived
funding On 31 August 2013, the balance available for commitment from the SCF was
€20,226.11 .

177. Then the Executive Secretary presented the stateawedilable cashin the ACCOBAMS
Secretaria @ccounts; on 31 August 2013 this vy 0,957.
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b) Adoption ofthe budget for 20142016

178.

179.

180.

181.

182.

The Executive Secretamyresented the three options proposed for th@ecomesin the
ACCOBAMSrust Fundfor 2014, 2015 and 2016 and the impacts these would have on the
t FNIASEQ 2NRAYIFNE O2yiNAROdziA2yaod

In their statements made after these presentations by the Executive Secretary, the
participants congratulated the Secretarian the clarity of the information provided on
incomes and expendituresnd on its efforts to mobilize voluntary contributions. They were
delighted to see that in the ACCOBAMS budget the percentage of funds devoted to
conservation actions was relativelyargje compared to other conventions and other
Agreements under the CMS.

In their discussion®n thisagendaitem, some PartiegCyprus Malta, Tunisiawere infavour
of option 1 However, thediscussions led ta consensuso chooseoption 2, while notingthe
possibility ofinstalmentsover the period20142016 for minimum contributions. A review
considered fair linked to decreasein the UN key,to the amount of the three capped
contributionswasapproved.

The draft Resolution regarding financial and adstnative matters for 204-2016, amended
onthe basisofi KS a S &disiofsawasiadopted later as Resolution 54nex X

The ACCOBAMS budget for the period 20046, and thetable of thet  NIA SE3Q 2 NRA "
contributions, as approved by the Meeting, are appended to Resolution 5.16.

Agenda Item 14 Confirmation of previous Resolutions

183.

184.

The Secretariat introduceBraftwS &4 2 € dzi A2y poemMT X a[ Aadld 2F NBaz2t
Parties that it would be useful, for the sake of clarity, to be able to distingogttveen

applicable instrumentg&nd those that have been replaced by subsequent instruments. This

was the purpse of the draft resolution and the annexed list.

The draftResolutionwas approved without discussicand wasadoptedlater as Resolution

5.17 @AnnexX)).

Agenda Item 15 Adoption of Resolutions

185.

Further to the work of the meetinghe Parties adopted the following Resolutions:
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Resolution 5.1 | ACCOBAMS Strategy (period 2Q0D25)

Resolution 5.2 | Work programme 2012016

Resolution 5.3 | Scientific Committee

Resolution 5.4 | ACCOBAMS follow ygpocedure

Procedure for the ACCOBAINSI forproposals for projects to be
funded under the Supplementary Conservation Fund

Resolution 5.5

Resolution 5.6 | Staff Regulations

Resolution 5.7 | Rules of Procedure for the Bureau

Resolutiorb.8 | Rio + 20: perspectives for ACCOBAMS
Comprehensiveetacean populatiorstimates andlistribution in
the ACCOBAMS area (ACCOBAMS Survey Initiative)
Resolution 5.10 | Commerciatetacean watchinin the ACCOBAMS®Bea

Resolution 5.9

Resolution 5.11 | Ship Stikes oncetaceansn the Mediterranean Sea

_ Work towards aconservation plarffior fin whalesin the
Resolution 5.12 )
Mediterranean Sea

Resolution 5.13|/ 2 Y & SN (i A Pehke@ \Fhaldadit@ M&diidNanean

Live removals dbottlenose dolphins in the Black S&aifsiops

Resolution 5.14
truncatug

Resolution 5.15 | Addressing the impact @nthropogenic noise

Resolution 5.16 | Financial and administrative matters for 202816

Resolution 5.17 | List of Resolutions in force

186. The participants wated to pay tribute to the organizers of the Fifth Meeting of the Parties to
ACCOBAMS. For this purpose they adofiedolution 5.18XnnexX]).

187. The participants also wished to adopt a resolution of tribute tos.NWarie-ChristineGrillo-
Compulsione as first Executive Secretary of ACCOBAMSrathResolutiorwas adopted as
Resolutiorb.19 (AnnexxX)).

188. After a speech in whictshe thankedall ACCOBAMStakeholderssince itsinception the
Executive Secretasyasmuchapplauded by thearticipants.

Agenda Item 1@; Other business
189. There were no additional issues raised by the participants under this agenda item. However,

the participants asked the Secretariat to include al¢éabf contents with page numbering in
GKS YSSiAyaQa NBLRNI YR G2 YI ] &aildblkod theINB &Sy i
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ACCOBAMS websitearticipants alsagequested the Secretariat tmmake effors to reduce
the environmentaimpact(by recyclingpapen of the Meeting of the Parties

Agenda Item 1% Date and venue of the Sixth Meeting of the Parties

190. The Chaperson indicated that it customary for the Parties to offer or announce their
intention to study the possibility of hosting the next MOReTSecretariat indicated that it
has contacted the countries on this subject, particularly the Black Sea couffidri¢lsere had
never been a Meeting of the Parti@s this part of the ACCOBAMS area. So far, no response
has reached the Secretariat on thmint. The Meeting requested that the Secretariat
continue its contacts with the countries to define, in consultation with the Bureau, the place
and date of the next MO#hat shouldbe held in 2016

Agenda Item 1& Adoption of the Report of the Meeting

191. TheMeeting reviewed the draft report prepared by the Secretariat and adopted it as orally
amended.

Agenda Item 19; Closure of the Meeting

192. After exchangingof the usual civilities, the Chairperson closed the Meeting at 8.30 pm on
Friday  November D13.
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WELCOME ADDRESS FROM Mr. CYRIL GOMEZ, CHAIR OF ACCOBAMS DURING THE TRIENNIUM
20112013

Monseigneur,

Monsieur le Ministre,

Excellences,

Mesdames et Messieurs les Délégués,

Mesdames et Messieurs les représentants des organisations et institutions Partenaires,

Chers amis,

En tout premier lieu, je souhaiterais remercier le Gouvernement du Royaume du Maroc pour

f Q2NHI yAal A2y RS OSGGS psYS /2yFSNByOS RSa LI NI
L2NIS RQSYGNBS SyidNB Q! Gt ydAaljdzS SG tF aSRAGSNN

Dans ce lie de navigation important, les turbulences générées par les courants font remonter une
partie des eaux de fond, riches en nutriments. Un phénomeéne qui structure une chaine alimentaire
aGlotS LSYyRIylG G2dziS t QlF yySS S Edahsicéttdziégion. f I LINBS &S

[ Q! 00206l Ya SadG dzy 2dziAf LI NIGAOdZ ASNBYSy(d FRIFLIWGS
naturels soumis a une pression anthropique. En effet, il combine la capacité de dialogue inhérente a
G2dzi Ay aid NHzYy Sy (ptitudg di &dddigaghdr 216 IprbjetsEancrétsQdans un cadre a la

fois souple, rigoureux et transparent.

- A 4L LA

/ QS&al LRdz2NJ OSiGS NIXAazy ljdzS t€Sa GNRBAa FyysSSa Lk
Secrétariat Exécutif et du Comité Scientifique, ont &érpmoi passionnantes.

- A L LA

2y L}2dz2NJ NBY RNB Koanstvie 35 | dz
S RAALRYAOGATAGS SG t &2y LINZ

Durant ces trois annéed, était important de présenter de nouveaux outils a cette conférence des

tF NIASEd WS yQSy OAGSNI A |jdzS RSdzE®

¢2dzi RQFO62NRX dzyS ai0GNXdS3aAS RS f2y3a GSN¥S | sSi
fournie, pour la premiere fois dans un document urégquune vision et une déclinaison
2LISNI GA2yySttS RSa 20602S00AFa RQ!//h.!a{®
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Ce travail, coordonné par Madame Anna Strebnac, a fait une trés large part a la concertation. A ce
titre, la contribution des organisations et institutions partenaires partigiginement a la richesse
RSa RSolda |dz aSAy RS Q! O0O2NR Si YSNARGS RQs (iNB

9y a4S0O2yR fASdz 2SS &a2dzKFAGSNIAA S@21dzSNI £ LINRL
«LIN2POSRdzZNE RS NBaLISOG RSa 203 ACettelpro®dle reposeysar £ S O
une approche noftonflictuelle et tient compte des situations particulieres de chaque Partie.

9t tS FYOAUA2YYS RS FIOAfAGSNE y2i0l YYSyd LI N €S
RA&LIRaAGAZ2Y A RS3e simpe, deRiBld\FapidR, Sustel krafigpdrente et effective par

rapport au co(t.

Les mammiféres marins jouent un rdle déterminant dans la production primaire de la chaine
alimentaire. Par exemple, les carcasses de ces animaux offrent des ressourcee paumnbreuses
espéces marinesmollusques, poissons, crustaces.

[ Sa OKIFy3aSySyida OftAYFGAljdzSAa a2yd | dz OdzdzNJ RS& LINJ
nombreuses études ont montré les capacités de fixation de carbone des grands cétacés.,Ee2010
scientifigues Américains et Canadiens ont estimé que la reconstitution des stocks de baleines, au
YADSlIdz RS OSdzE 20aSNWSa | dz RSodzi Rdz - - S &aA80fSs
tonnes de carbone supplémentair¥s I dzii I y (i dp d40.000 BectFes NI

Monseigneur, Monsieur le Ministre,

a2dzKF AGSNI Aa O2yOf dzZNB Sy @2dza NBYSNDALIyYylG RQl

(WIS
aSaarzy RQ2dzOSNIdz2NE RS 1 psYS /2yFSNByOS RSa L

(s}

{ SdzAtf § f QA YL Mfil2NRAYS aF AT S GRFAzS1a Sad £ YsYS RQF LI
LINPOf SYIF GAljdzSa ljdzA NBadzZ 6Syd Sy 3IANFYRS LI NGAS RS
Les effets globaux du réchauffement climatique et les impacts régionaux en témoignent.

Ny 2dza F LI NGASYyG G2dza SyaSyofSz RQSYy fAYAGSNI fSa
vie sur terre et dans nos océans.

Je vous remercie.
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OPENING STATEMENT
To be delivered by Stanley Johnson on behalf of Bradnee Chambers,
Executive Secretary of UNEP/CMS

Your Serene Highness, distinguished delegates and participants of"theéting of the
Parties to ACCOBAMS, dear ACCOBAMS Secretariat,

It is my pleasure to address you all on behalf of the Executive Secretary joirithe
Secretariat of the Convention on Migratory Species and the northern European small
cetacean Agreement, ASCOBANS. The Executive Secretary, Bradnee Chambers, regrets that
he is unable to be present personally due to other commitments, and he has aske
Honorary Ambassador for CMS, to speak on his behalf. As cetaceans are species close to my

heart, | am delighted to be able to participate in this important meeting.

Many of the species covered by ACCOBAMS are also listed on the CMS Appendices,
thus making them of immediate concern to the mother convention of the Agreement. One
proposal for the listing of a new species on CMS Appendix |, namely the Mediterranean
LJ2 Lddzft F GA2Yy 2F [/ dz@ASNDa o0SIF{SR ¢KIfSY KIF-a 06SS
The draft is now under consultation with the CMS Scientific Council, and the final version will
need to be submitted by a Party to CMS to the Conference of the Parties in November 2014.

We invite Parties to consider whether they are in a position to spoithis proposag the

CMS Secretariat will be pleased to assist you and answer any queries you may have.

There are also many common threats and issues that ACCOBAMS, CMS and
ASCOBANS deal with, such as underwater noise, bycatch, marine debris, cheltiitahp
the effects of climate change, to name but a few. The increasing collaboration on these is
testimony to the good spirit of cooperation between the Secretariats and the Parties to the

different instruments.

As | have just mentioned, one such isbas emerged as one of the biggest threats to
cetaceans: underwater noise. It is heartening to see how over the last years, this issue has
gained global recognition and is now being addressed at all levels. Whales, dolphins and
porpoises are undoubtedly amng the most vulnerable species when it comes to noise

58



pollution. It is therefore fitting that ACCOBAMS is taking such a leading role in addressing
this problem. The collaboration with your sister Agreement, ASCOBANS, through the Joint
Noise Working Grou now well established, and before you is a proposal to include CMS in

this initiative, too, which we encourage you to view favourably.

Distinguished delegates, there are many other issues that require our joint efforts in
order to achieve an improvemerior cetaceans. An effective approach requires planning,
and the exercise you have undertaken in order to arrive at the draft-teng strategy now
before you for adoption is an excellent example. The strategy also foresees even closer
collaboration with S and ASCOBANS, and we could not agree more. As you may be aware,
/la{ Aad OdNNByGfteée dzyRSNIF1AYy3I I &AYAfI NI LINRO!
{LISOAS&a¢ A& o0SAy3d RSOSt2LISRd wStlraAayda (GkKS 3
this Strategic Plan is foreseen to be the guiding framework for all our efforts to conserve
migratory species, in the framework of all instruments of the CMS Family. It does not replace
the ones more specific to particular species groups such as yowtdomgstrategy, but will
help to set the context and framework for these in the wide and varied field of

environmental policy.

Distinguished delegates, you have a full agenda ahead of you and many important
decisions to make. For example, the draft work progmampresented for adoption, when
approved and implemented, will make a real difference to the conservation status of
cetaceans in the Mediterranean and Black Sea. CMS is looking forward to working with
ACCOBAMS, both at Secretariat level and through ouitutisnal bodies, in order to
support the full implementation of this work plan. In all these endeavours, let us bear in
mind the importance of synergies in order to reach our goals in as effective a manner as
possible. Also, we urge Parties to comnhié thecessary resources to its implementation,

both through the Agreement and at national level.

Distinguished delegates, ACCOBAMS is now a mature Agreement and a strong voice
for the conservation of cetaceans in your region. In no small part is this dudne
exceptional efforts of the Secretariat. | therefore cannot close before having expressed
[ a{ Q& 3IANI (i A-Chizfi® Gill&ompuisidde Syour Executive Secretary, for the
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dedication and skill with which she has managed the Secretariat andgedpthe work of

GKS ! ANBSYSyiQa o02RASad 2KSy akKS NBGANBa I
but we trust that her successor, Mme Florence DeseBmrmanducci, and the team in the

offices in Monaco will keep carrying the flag with zeatl success. The CMS Executive

Secretary stands ready to support them as and when needed!

ld GKAA LRAYGS L akKz2dZ R |faz2z O2y@gSe [ a{ Q:
of support the government of Monaco is giving to ACCOBAMS and Your presence here
today, Your Highness, is ample proof of that. It is only through such engagement from

Parties that many of the achievements become possible.

Distinguished delegates, you have an agenda full of important and interesting
matters to go through in these comirdays, so | will not take any more of your time now.
Before closing, though, | would like to express my gratitude to all who have contributed to
the preparation of this meeting, including the host government Morocco, which has
provided these excellent fdities. May we all bear in mind why we are here: to improve the
conservation status of cetaceans in the region, and this simple idea should guide all of us in

our deliberations.

Now | wish us all a pleasant and successful meeting and an enjoyable timenhere

Tangier!
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WELCOME ADDRESS FRONGRELECOMPULSIONE, ACCOBAMS EXECUTIVE SECRETARY

Monseigneur, Excellence, chers participants,

/ QS&al dzy 3INI YR K2yySdzNJ LI2dzNJ £ S { SONBOFNAIFG RQs (N
ville située aux portes de la Méditerranée, dans cette ville carrefour du monde et bordant le détroit

de Gibraltar, si vital pour notre Méditerranée et tellement emblématique pour les cétacés.

a2ya8SAIYSdNE O0QS&i dzy 3INI YR K otssAededlpreddre pdzya A YY Sy
OSGGS NByO2yGNB ljdzA NBdzyA fSa 32 dzasemy, StYobtyled & ) dzA
{SONBGINAIG RS tQ! O0O2NRZ y2ds& a2YyvySa (2da GNBA

accorde.

Aussi, nous sommesravisqaeNJ ! T AT 'Yl I bh! /13 aAyAadNB RS Q! 3
a2A0 | SO y2dza | dz22 dZNRQKdzA S lexpdirfer t@ufeduRrblgratitide & I A & A N
aux autorités marocaines pour avoir bien voulu héberger cette Réunion des RartiesQ S a i dzy Yy 2 dz
GSY2A3yl3S RS tQSy3I3SYSyid Rdz al NPO RlIya fI O2ya

Le Maroc, qui est toujours trés présent sur la, scéne internationale de la conservation de la
biodiversité, a toujours su défendre les caractéristigule notre Méditerranée notamment dans ces
grandes instances internationales ou nos valeurs, notre diversité, notre biodiversité ne sont pas

toujours bien connues ou évaluées.

Je voudrai vous remercier pour le role que vous avez joué dans ce domairseuiement dans le

domaine marin mais aussi dans le domaine terrestre.

Lf YQSad LI NOAOdz ASNBYSYd FaANBFotES RS y23G§SNJ |jdzS
Noire ont répondu présents et sont représentés a cette réunion. Il est de méme lpsur
organisations régionales et internationales et les ONG avec lesquelles nous avons tissé de fructueux

liens de collaboration. Je voudrais vous remercier tous, représentants des pays et des organisations
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multilatérales et des ONG, vous remercier poutre@résence ici. Cette présence me laisse fonder

un grand espoir quant aux issues de cette réunion, ses conclusions et les actions qui en découleront.

Notre agenda pour les 4 jours de cette réunion est particulierement chargé, il est a la hauteur des

déFAa jdzS y2dza | @g2ya t NBfSOSNI Sy YIGASNBE RS 02y
LINE OKFAY GNRSYYyAdzZY y2dza LISNXYSGGNI RS NBO2f GSNJ £ S
wSdzy A2y RS ¢l yISNI O2y & Al dzSapsldansy rédidatorydel ddjec®Q Sy I | -

RS

OSi ! O02NR jdzS y2dza y2da RSP2ya RQK2y2NBND
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WELCOME ADDRESS FROM MR. AZIZ AKHANNOUCH, MOROCCAN MINISTER OF
AGRICULTURE AND MARITIME FISHERIES

Votre Altesse Sérénissime Le Prince deriacipauté de Monaco,
Mesdames et Messieurs les délégués des pays membres,
Mesdames et Messieurs,

/ QSal LRdzNJ Y2 A dAréNdps de I'Actold sull I8 Nondpmizfion Hids Cétapés de la
Mer Noire, de la Méditerranée et de la zone Atlantique adjacente (ACCOBAMS) se tienne pour la
premiére fois dans la rive sud de la Méditerranée et précisément au Royaume du Maroc.

Nous nous réjosisons de la présence a cet événement de Son Altesse Le Prince de la Principauté de
az2zyl 02z ljdzA | @2dzt dz LI NJ OS 3SaidS R2YYSNI dzyS vy 2 dz0

Permettezmoi, Votre Altesse, de vous souhaiter la bienvenue a Tanger. Voésence a cette
aSaaArzy OGN} RdzA (G dzy aA3dyS F2NI RS @20NB AYLX AOFGA

Altesse, Excellences, Mesdames et Messieurs.

Ce qui nous réunit aujourd'hui est la nécessité de renforcer les capacités institutionnelles et
sdentifigues de notre organisation qui fait désormais partie intégrante de notre patrimoine régional

St NBFEs8GS y20NB SGUNRAGS O22LISNr A2y RlIya dzy R2
sensibilité.

b2 NB LINBASYOS | dz22 ENFSEHMNAY SA IR I WSY R S A NI RI ST NX
réalisation des objectifs qui sont assignés a notre organisation pour la conservation et la protection

des Cétacés de la Méditerranée et de la mer Noire, dans le but de réduire les menaces qui pésent su

ces especes

9y STTSGs 02YYS @2dza €S al @981 3 y2da TFhAiazya Tl OS
Si t tQIOARATFAOIGAZY RS& 20Slya ljdA AYLFI OGSyl ysS

/'S O2yadli aS@sSNBE y2diQlAR2LENIST (R dpy2SdzN0 2 ddzdd NISNJ Gt
Sy O2yadzaAdza yi y2a SFF2NIla YdzidzSta +FFAy RS YSdaan
développement durable des ressources de la terre.

PermettezY 2 A RUAYAaAAGSNI adzNJ f I toysSIEsS Btatsh megnbreR $ourf QF RK
l'aboutissement de ce projet qui par sa structure intégrera toutes les synergies, compétences et
expertises dont dispose notre région.

[ S alNRPO t fQAyaillN RSa FdziNBa LI && Y DRppiaiSNNI yS

aux positions prises au sein des instances internationales et ce, dans le respect total des principes de
la gestion durable et rationnelle des ressources.
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AYLISNY GAF JjdA 3JdARS y20iNB OArakty RS

I Q 0Si
t Q RSa AffdzaGNIdGA2YyaED
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m <
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[ S alFNPO SYiGSyR O2yUAydzSNI £ dzdz&NBENJ RFya S aSya
les plans technique, juridique, institutionnel et scientifigue, mais aussi par la conception et la
réalisation de projets visdita conservation et la protection des cétacés.

/| SGGS RSUSNNYAYIFGAZ2Y LRdzNJ £ LINBaAaSNBIFGAZ2Y RS f1
nationale du développement du secteur de la péche marocain Halieutis, lancée en 2009 sous la
Haute ImpulsioRS { I al 2SaGS fS w2A a2KI YddrBbilittrseljode® 5 A S dz
' dz OdzdzZNJ RS tF &0GNI GS3IAS 1 ftASdziaAad tFN¥YA fSa LINE
f QdziAf A&l GA2Y RS& TAfSGa Yésdlutidh de/lal E® seRspiNdedorg (184 O2
organisation, et par la méme occasion a réduit de maniére satisfaisante la prise accidentelle des
dauphins et baleines dans les filets de péche de sa flotte. Deux options de retrait ont été retenues, le

NEB & NI Angin ok & ddp@tSsolontaire et définitif de lgéche. A ce jour, 245 navires ont été
AYRSYyAasSa LIRdzNJ dzy Y2yialyd F@2AaAylyd £Sa wmop a
complété par un plan de formation pour la reconversion vers de nouviikz®es de péche de 1.857

marins pécheurs qui étaient actifs a bord des navires utilisant ces engins. Le budget alloué a cette
F2NXYFGA2Yy FOGGSAY(d oXZp aAffAzya RQed

5QF dziNB&d RA&ALRAAGAZ2YE 2y SOGS LINA&aSa Lkétzés S al NI
et la réduction des interactions entre la péche pélagique et les cétacés le long des cbtes
méditerranéennes marocaines.

De méme,un module de cétologie est dispensé dans les universités Abdelmalek Saadi a Tanger et
Chouaib Doukkali a El Jadidae O2f f 62N} GA2Yy | @SO Q! // h.!a{®

Altesse, Excellences, Mesdames et Messieurs

Le Royaume du Maroc salue avec intérét l'initiative du Prince Albeisdht a la création d'un Fonds
fiduciaire pour les aires marines protégées de Méditerranée qui permdtenaéliorer la qualité de
la gestion de nos richesses naturelles méditerranéennes.

Dans le méme esprit, le Royaume du Maroc souhaite que cette organisation joue pleinement et
STFFAOFIOSYSyl a2y NrxftS RQ2NEHIYS Ay Hésdgdtycés alla? dzNJ € |
f dZYASNB RS f QSELISNIA&AS aO0ASYdGATAILdzS | OOdzydz SS LI

Je vous remercie encore une fois pour votre précieuse contribution et souhaite plein succés a vos
travaux.
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ADDRESS FROM HIS SERENE HIGHNESS PRINCE ALBERT Il OF MONACO
5A402dz2NE RQ2dzOS NI dzZNB RS

PS8YS NBdzyA2y RS& t I NIAS:
(5-8 novembre 2013, Tanger, Maroc)

Monsieur le Ministre,
Madame le Secrétaire Général,
Mesdames, Messieurs,

Chers amis,

5SLJzAa &l O2yOSLIiA2ys Q! OO2NR !/ /h.!la{x 0!
RFya y2ad YSNEX RSY2yGNB az2y dziAfAGS S al LISNIAYy
j dzS 2S5 YS ( Nipaind $ousletEereénmiadiiddledreusement le Royaume du Maroc pour
22y FYAOFES Ay@AGlIGAZY | dzA y2dza R2yyS Q200 a4

Tanger.

[ S w2@ldzyYS Rdz alNRO LI NILF3IS @3S0 I ¢ dzNJj
g2 INI LIKAljdz§ RS O2dz@NAN) RSdzE RS3& GNRBA&A YSNBE RS f

WS YS FSEAOAGS 1jdzS €S w2eél dzYS Rdz al NBO A
depuis lors, contribué activement aux travaux des différentes instances en héberggamment
RAGSNESAa FOGA@AGSAE GStfSa l[dzS RSa FiStASNAR RS
nécropsie des cétacés, une session du Comité scientifique ainsi que la deuxieme Conférence biennale
sur la conservation des cétacés dans lespaygsd dzZR RS f I aSRAGSNNI ySS | dzA
octobre 2011.

Par ailleurs, le Maroc, au travers du Département des Péches, collabore depuis deux ans,
 dzE Ot (G S& Rdz { SONBGUFNRAIFG RS f Q! OO0O2NREZ dctivités LINE Y 2
qui permettront de créer des nouvelles sources de revenus tout en assurant la conservation des

cétaceés.

Dans un monde en crise, il est souvent difficile de préner la conservation de la nature,
@20l o0dzZE F ANB | yOASY |jdd A2 Q&@aNt 0O2Y LBBKBWEIA D NSY Ryiilzy
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ALISOAL fA8G843 2QSP21dz8NI A 1 O2yaSNBIGA2y RS €1

durable des ressources naturelles.

Ce sont trois vocabulaires qui se complétent, troisrappes illustrant des progrés de
f QOAYaSNIAZ2Yy LINRINBaaAgdS RSa LINROS&&dza OGAdl dzE v

économique durable.

[ QAYLX AOFGA2Y RS Y2y Ll eé&a Rlya fI YAasS Sy |
depuis son adoptioret sa signature en 1996 par de nombreux pays, dont Monaco. Protéger les
Osil 0saz O0QSad F3IANI Idz a2YYSi RSa&a NBASI dzE (NRLIKA

+2dza al @ST t 1jdzSt LRAyG 2QFA Sy3ar3assz Gryd Y
actions concrétes de conservation des esggmarines afin de préserver la biodiversité, clé de voute
RQdzyS 3S&aiA2y RdzNI 6fS RSa YSNA Si RSa 20Styao

5ya OS O2yGSEGSST a2yl LINAGAf SIASE fS& LINRI
dans le cadre des Conventions intergouvernementalesimamtes comme la CITES et surtout la CMS
b fF1jdzSttS 2SS NBYRa dzy K2YYIlF3S G2dzi LI NI A OdzZ A SNJ

t NPGSAIASNI £Sa OSialrOsaz 0O0QSad ldzaaia fS&a LINB

préserver leur environnement.

[ S& ONHzAG&a RQ2NAIAYS | YOIKNRLAILdzZS Si f SdzNJ RA
sont de plus en plus reconnus comme une menace qui dépasse largement le cadre des cétacés.
/| 2YAARSNBA KASNJ O2YYS dzyS FI G f A leg desbluionsT 2y G |
RQFGGSydz GA2Y @
S@lItdad GA2ya R YSTI A
fS

I QSai ddzNJ £+ ol &as Sa {
RSS O2W DY Rlydadd® RS& i

RQ
YSGK2RSE ljdzQAf ASNI LI2AAAO

les ressources humaines et fimaeres nécessaires.

5QF dzi NBa& LISNAfa LBaSyid &adzNJ £Sa OSil 0Ssaod = 2d

des gestes de la vie quotidienne sur notre environnement. Macro et rdigcbets, polluants,
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émanant directement de notre vie domestique abituent des agressions pernicieuses. La
sensibilisation, de nous tous, consommateurs, quant a leurs effets, est cruciale.

5QF dziil yi LI dz&d 1j dzQlF OKSGSdzNB S O2yaz2vYyYl GSdz2Na
b £ SdzN) SEAYAYI A2y 2lzdz86A NS4 @ AQFEG Of | DRBEIIYINSE ]
décisions et recommandations basées sur une science consciente de son role et de ses

responsabilités.

asYS aix S LINAYyOALS R FdziA2y y2dza AY]
connaissanceRS I aAlddzr GA2y LISNX¥YSG RS OAof SN O0Sa Y

(p))
—
(&)
2
k)
O
w»

ac

crédibilité.

Pourtant, vos travaux vont le souligner, des programmes bien élaborés destinés a fournir
dzy SaGlFd NBSEt RS tF araddz A2y moeeasyinancieds suffis@s¥t § G S
YIf ANB f QF LILJdzA RS ol Aff SdzNB RS T2y Ra [[dz§ 28 NBY
aSRAGSNNI YySS SiG fI aSNIb2ANB azyd a2dzdSyi f Q2o¢
02NRSY(G f Q9dzNR LIS ®

Poutant ce sont les seules qui baignent trois continents, qui relient des entités

géopolitiques tres différentes.

Je lance donc un appel a la communauté internationale pour accentuer son appui a la
02yyS O2yylAaalyOS RS  QmérsétpaRiGkererdentdés papdaidnd G Sa R

de cétacés qui y vivent.

WQSaLIsNBE ljdzS OSi4 LSt asSNI SydSyRdz Si 2QS)

avec celui de la CMS, a agir activement auprés de ces instances.

[ QU / / h. ! a{ &8s rIR&§verkiy gébgrabhigiei géopadliique et thématique
RS a2y R2YFAYS ROQAYASNDSYGAZYy® t I NI OSdsonth y & § NHZY
O2y OSNysSa GNBRA&A YSNBES RSa yA@SlIdzE RS RS@St 2 LILISY

mosaique de ctires, de civilisations et de langues.

AAAAA

bl @A3dzSNI | dz OdzdzNJ RS OSiGS RAGSNEAGS Said OS

complexe. Je tiens ici a remercier tout particulierement votre Secrétaire exécutif Madame- Marie
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Christine GrillecCompulsione qui,8LJdzA & LJ dz2& RS wmy I|yasx aQSad O2vyal
compétence et diplomatie.

9fttS | ddz FFANB RS Q! //h.!a{ y2y aSdzZ SYSy
Y2R8tS LJ2dzNJ RQlI dziNS& NB3IA2ya Rdz Y2YRS® +x2a I O0A

YQ2yid SyO02dNJ IS bt YIAYGSYAN f QAFTUND EBD N AW OLI{ & a
vous accédez a la requéte de votre Secrétaire Exécutif de se retirer a la fin de cette année, apres
examen de plusieurs candidatures, le profil de Madame Florence DeSwwiganducci, apparait

parfaitement adapté aux missiomgli lui seront dévolues.

/| 2YYS &2y LINBRSOSaaSdsaNE o0A2t23Aa0S YINARY R
expérience de gestion de projets de collaboration internationale dans le cadre des laboratoires
RQSYGANRYYSYSy(d RS fe@h o8 dotds la8labarhtibrénéchsda®es f £ S G NP dz@

Je voudrais enfin rappeler la nécessité de mettre en commun nos compétences afin de
travailler ensemble a davantage renforcer la coopération entre les diverses entités internationales
j dzA  dzdz@NB y G SSyo 2H1Y@BS dANS aRIQdRY RS f QSYBANRBYYSYSy il

RQdzyS SO2y2YAS RdNI 6t So

Mon pays y veille tant au niveau régional que mondial et porte une attention particuliére

aux travaux onusiens dédiés a la biodiversité en haute mer.

JesuisenBT S O2y @I AyOdz ljdzQdzyS @2t 2y iS AYyOGdSNBULI

s(rs pour préserver ces especes.

Mesdames, Messieurs, je souhaite plein succés dans vos travaux et vous assure de mon
a2dziASy RFEya fl YAaS Sy dzzoaNBE RS& RSOA&aA2ya |jdzS

Je vous remercie.
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ANNEX Il Agenda
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10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

AGENDA

Welcome addresses

Granting the right to vote

Admission of Observers

Election of the Bureau

Adoption of the Agenda

Establishment of the Credentials Committee

Opening Statements

Progress reports

Report by the Credentials Committee

National reports

Institutionalarrangements

Implementation of the Agreement : technical and scientific issues

Budgetary issues

Confirmation of previous Resolutions
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ANNEX [VOpening statements

Statements are shown in chronological order.
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STATEMENT FROM THE PERMANENT SECRETARIAT OF PELAGOS SANCTUARY

Monseigneur, Excellences, Madame la Présidente, Mesdames et Messieurs les chefs de délégation,
chers collegues,

[ S {lyOQldzad ANS tStlFr32a GASYyd £ NBYSNODASNI fQ!//nh
Permanent et la délégation marocaine pour leur eabux accueil. Le Secrétariat Permanent du
{FyOhdz ANB S&ai KSdzNBdzE RS LI NIAOALISNI £ y2dz0S| dz
effective.

9y STFSGzZ tS {SONBUOGINRIG tSNXYIYySYyd Rdz {I yOGdz A NI
déja 2 Comités Scientifiques et Techniques et 1 Conférence des Parties du Sanctuaire ont été
organisés afin de relancer la coordination des activités des pays parties.

9y Gl yd 1jdzQlF OO2NR AYUSNYyIFGA2yltf SydNBdégdla CNI yOf
conciliation entre le développement des activités sedomnomiques et la protection des
mammiféres marins et de leurs habitats, le Sanctuaire Pelagos, également inscrit sur la liste des Aires
{LISOAI £ SYSyi t NPGS3SSa RQé YduR &t IuyfeO fone gpipie Adé S NNI y
fQl//h.!ta{ LRdNIfl YAaS Sy dzzdNBE RQAYAGAI GAGBSE A

En ce sens, 3 axes de coopération majeure ont déja été initiés :
- fl fdzidS O2yGNB fSa 02ff Akedofdaridts@&OandntQ@@eblH | Y A 2
H | O0O2NRazI RQdzyS NByO2yiNB 2NHIYyAaSS Sy aSLI!
Yacht Show, dédiée a fédérer les armateurs, les compagnies de navigation de grande
plaisance autour de cette problématique et & présare systeme REPCET,
- £ QSYOFI RNBYSyid RSa OGAQOAGSEAE RQ20aASNBIGAZ2Yy RS2
YAaS Sy dzdz@NBE Rdz {-ACESEAMSO dowtYildzgra quésfion Hahsi les
LINE OKF Aya LRAyida RS f Q2NRNB Rdz 22 dzNJ
- les Aires Marines Ptégées, avec notamment la présidence par les Secrétariats Permanents
RSa W I O0O02NRA& RQdzy mandgénieit Sldd e outydtirig Spedesds YS
f Q2001 aA2y RS fQLat! /o Sy 200G206NB Hnmo t al NE

o w

.ASY SyidSyRdzZ RQIdzZiNBad 33 &z8YBy § RSy O 02 IdA\NMI (R@ YU d&F
Scientifigue et Technique a déja chargé le Secrétariat Permanent de réviser les résolutions du
{FyOldz ANBS tSftl 328 Sy O2yF2NX¥YAGS | oSO OSttSa RS
pour la 6™ Conférencales Parties prévue en France en 2015.

Fannie Dubois

Sanctuaire PelagoesSecrétaire Exécutif

Tel: +33 (0)6 50 27 99 33

Email: fanniedubois@sanctuairpelagos.org
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IUCN STATEMENT

On behalf of IUCN headquarters in Switzerland and of IUCN Centre for Mediterranean Cooperation, |
would like to thanks the Secretariat of ACCOBAMS for the invitation to participate td' thieéting

of Parties and Morocco for hosting it. IUCN remains always available for activities concerning the
conservation of nature and | personally am interested as the responsible of the Mediterranean
marine programme in the conservation of the marine ieorment with a particular attention to
cetaceans. As you know, one of the specificities of IUCN is the development of the Red List of
Species, and the status of Mediterranean marine mammals and marine turtles have been reviewed in
2012 and the status of BHiterranean marine fishes status studied in 2011, both allowing more
awareness on the status of the Mediterranean environment. In the future, the preparation of a Red
List of Ecosystems is studied by the experts with a special concern for the marireneremt. Such

a red list of ecosystems could allow protecting better the area of repartition of some species, and in
particular the cetaceans.
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STATEMENT OF MEDPAN

Le réseau MedPAN fédere les gestionnaires d'Aires Marines Protégées eterMédie et les
a2dziASyid RlIya fSdNB FOGA@AGSAE RS 3ISadAzy RSLMz a
indépendante depuis 2008, MedPAN collabore avec ACCOBAMS depuis plusieurs etnnées
Mémorandum de Collaboration a été établi entre les detganisations en 2012.

[ 4 RSdzE 2NHIyAaldA2ya 2yid Sy LI NIGAOdz ASNI O2f f |
t NPGS3ISSa 8y aSRAGSNNI YSS ljdA 50Q8ad dG8ydz 8y y20
forte contribution a la préparation du Stat des AMP de Méditerranée ainsi que de la feuille de
NRdzGS LJ2dzNJ I GGSAYRNB RQAOA HnaHn dzy NBaSlkdz RQ! at
efficacement géré et prenant notamment en compte la protection des cétacés.

ACCOBAMS a également appliy@ St | 0 2 NI G A 2y -BOE7 dfi éseau MAHPANSZhAs®e H 1 MO
cadre, les deux organisations ontpmduit un manuel de gestion des cétacés pour les AMP.
t SYFAY RAFFdzaS f

'b | Lldzo t AOF GA2ya Si fSa
3SadAz2yylANBa RQ! at

a
Yy aSRAUGSNNI ySSo

U
QD¢ ¢

S
S

Py

5lya S Fdzidz2NE Af Sad SaaSyidAaASt RS LINRf2y3aSNI OS
RQFANBA YINAYySa LINRPGSISSEa Sy aSRAGSNNIyYySS> Sy LI
la conservationdes cétacés. MedPAN pourra notamment mobiliser le réseau des AMP sur les
prochaines campagnes de suivis des cétacés menées par ACCOBAMS et contribuer a assurer une
gestion effective de ces futures AMP.
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OPENING STATEMENT OF THE INTERNATIONAL WHALING COMMISSION

The IWC would like to thank the ACCOBAMS Secretariat and the Government of Morocco for the
excellent facilities provided in this beautiful city of Tangier.

The IWC is pleased to participate in this meeting and to continue the excellesperation that
exists between ACCOBAMS and the IWC and the respective Secretariats.

In particular, the IWC is delighted to continue to participate in the work of the ACKISB&ientific

/| 2YYAGGSSY NBLINBaSyiSR o0& GKS L2/ Q& ISR 2F { OA:
interest between the ACCOBAMS and IWC Scientific Committees (e.g. bycatches, effects of noise,
chemical pollution, ship strikes, whalewatching, alance estimation, monitoring and population

modelling) and the work of these two bodies complement each other in many ways. The
conservation of cetaceans can only benefit from suctogeration and the translation of scientific

advice into practical conseation actions by intergovernmental organisations and national
authorities.

Although there are many areas of common interest, including conservation management plans, five
are highlighted here. The first concerns our joint and istanpding interest in lie issue of ship
strikes and assessing the impact such collisions may have on cetacean populations within and
outside the ACCOBAMS region. This issue is of importance to both the Scientific and Conservation
Committees of the IWC, the benefits of -operaton with ACCOBAMS have been formally
recognised and we have already held one important joint workshop. The IWC is extremely pleased to
continue this important caperation and to work together on future work.

The second concerns work on climate change. W€ Scientific Committee has held a number of
workshops on this matter including one held at the University of Siena, Italy in 2009. That and a
subsequent workshop focussing specifically on small cetaceans in December 2010 have guided our
work on this issa and we look forward to continued emperation with ACCOBAMS. It continues to
work on this issue, recognising the importance of regional as well as global approaches; in this
regard the IWC will be holding an Arctic workshop in early 2014 and informatilpe provided on

the IWC websitevfww.iwc.inf).

The third relates to the issue of marine debris. The Scientific Committee held a workshop on this
topic in May 2013 and its report will be discussed and actions degdl@ a second workshop
convened by a joint Conservation CommitiBeientific Committee steering group in 204 4gain
information will be provided on the IWC websitevfw.iwc.int).

The fourth relates to work on sustaible whalewatching. The IWC has developedya&r strategic

plan for whalewatching (2032106) with a number of key elements: research and assessment;
management; and capacity building and development. A key component of the work will be the
development & a webbased handbook. The plan can be foundvatw.iwc.int/whalewatching

The fifth relates to the importance to conservation of baseline data on the abundance and
distribution of cetaceans. The IWC ScigatCommittee has endorsed the ACCOBAMS basinwide
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survey initiative several years ago. The Committee has also supported and some members
participated in aerial surveys within the ACCOBAMS area to provide support for a synoptic basinwide
survey. The survelias been recommended strongly by the ACCOBAMS Scientific Committee for
many years. The undertaking of such a survey is a major exercise from both a scientific and logistical
standpoint. The IWC continues to support this important initiative.

The IWC wisteevery success to thd"®veeting of the Parties of ACCOBAMS in its work to ensure
the conservation of cetaceans in the region.
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OPENING STATEMENT OF ECS

Madame Chair, Madame Executive Secretary, dear colleagues, dear friends,

It is a great pleasure for the European Cetacean Society to be present at this 5th Meeting of Parties. We
would like to express our gratitude to the Kingdom of Morocco and to the ACCOBAMS Secretariat for the
wonderful organization so far, the perfect lo@at, the excellent logistics and the great hospitality.

The relationship between the European Cetacean Society and ACCOBAMS is long lasting and we have been
involved in several conservation issues over the last years. The participation of a represenftttiwd=CS

within the Scientific Committee of ACCOBAMS has been a great tool to share ideas, expertise, discuss
priorities and suggest conservation actions. The ECS is very concerned about the need to carry one
appropriate mitigation measure within the AOBAMS area and it is willing to help, whenever possible, in

the achievement of our common goals.

The organization of a series of workshops, in liaison also with ASCOBANS, have produced important
contributions in term of conservation recommendations; tleports of these workshop are presented and
discussed during the ACCOBAMS meetings and represent important documents to for the scientific
community at large. The European Cetacean Society is in full agreement with the thematic priorities for the
next trienium and different topics have been the subject of workshops and symposia organized over the
last few years. Currently, there is already some effort to decide how to organize joint workshops at the
upcoming ECS Conference, planned for next year in LiedgiuB). In particular, we are talking about a
workshop on the Pelagos Sanctuary, the largest Marine Protected Area which lies right in the middle of the
Mediterranean Sea.

| see we have a very long and articulated agenda and | wish not to take moreatithe work of the
Meeting of the Parties, therefore | wish all of you a very fruitful meeting and | thank you once more for the
organization.
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OPENING STATEMENT OF THE CHAMBRE DES PECHES MARITIMES DE TANGER

! f Q2001 aA2yf IRS/ Xyl daASSyYd8S wWRSSdzy A2y RS Q! //h.!la{zx f
wS3IA2Yy b2NR t OGN @SNE fF /taa NBAGSNBYG € SdzNJ a2 dzk
F SO f I LINEFS&aaArzy FFAY RQI 02dziAN t dedzg&acés IUANE OK ¢
préservation des intéréts des pécheurs.

Les pécheurs de la Région croient fermement en la nécessité de la conservation des Cétacés au regard des
enjeux de protection de la biodiversité marine et pour traduire notre volonté danfaless, la Chambre

RSa tsOKS&a al NAGAYSAa RS fI aSRAUSNNIYSS t LINRLRAS
RS 02y aidNHzOGA2Y RQdzy / SYyiNB tNRBFSaaraz2yySt al NRGAY

La profession espere que lgavaux de cette importante rencontre aboutiront a des recommandations et
propositions concretes qui aideront a atténuer les difficultés quotidiennes auxquelles sont confrontés les
LJs OKSdzNB Sy NI Ad2y RS ftQAYGISNIOGAZ2Y SyYyiNB QI OGAQD
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OPENING STATEMENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF SLOVENIA

Distinguished Chairperson,
Distinguished Delegates and Secretaries General
Ladies and Gentlemen,

Slovenia is pleased to participate at the Meeting of Parties to ACCOBAMS, and is grateful for the
hospitality extended by our hosts, the Kingdom of Morocco.

We would like to use this opportunity to thank the Secretariat for its devoted and engaged work on
conservation of cetaceans in the pasgennium. Further, Slovenia would like thank to the Scientific

I 2YYAGGSSS FYyR SalLlSOAlFfte AGQa / KFANI F2NJ AdGa
least we are grateful to the Agreement Chairperson for the lead in the period fronash&OP.

We look forward to a successful meeting and progress that can be achieved through constructive
deliberations on issues of importance to this Agreement.
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OPENING STATEMENT BY ISRAEL
Prepared by Dr. Simon Nemtzov
Wildlife Ecologist, and Coordinator for International Treaties and Agreements
The Israel Nature and Parks Authority,

3 Am Ve'Olamo Street, Jerusalem 95463, Israel.

Israel has been a Party to the Convention on Migratory Species since 1983, but Isvaal Fanty to
ACCOBAMS and | will report on this matter later in the meeting, under Agenda item 10b.

All marine mammals are fully protected under Israeli law, and they may not be captured or harmed,
or disturbed in any way.

In Israel there is a very aeé and professional Marine Mammal Rescue Center called IMMRAC, which

has been a Partner organization to ACCOBAMS for many years, and its President, Danny Kerem, is
familiar to many of you here.
A number of recent activities in Israel are important fogtacean conservation in the eastern

Mediterranean region, and | will now address four major issues briefly:

1. Fisheries reform:lsrael is in the process of conducting a new reform program to create a more
environmentallyfriendly fishing industry in its @stal waters, which includes a number of steps,
some of which will have a positive influence on cetaceans, too. Especially important will be
limiting or stopping the bottom trawlers which cause damage to the benthic environment, and

can also pose a risk tolphins as b¢atch.

I oA X2 4 A x

2. al NAYS tNRGSOGSR yNBI 8426 at0RQaAINR INI Y TF2NJ at! Q
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3. Desalination factories. Israel is undergoing a tremendous program to build five massive
desalination factories to supply freshwater. Three factories have already begun partial

operation and the other 2 are still undeonstruction. When completed within the next2l

ilofA&aK F &SNASE 2F yS¢ at! QEKAING: G2F5ALENT
SNNI ySty O2Fadt AyS iblyders(YarkldEngarz20122 F L & NI S

8SINEX GKSe gAtf LINPRdzOS Fo2dzi ym: 2F LaNI St

factories on cetaceans is mainly from the warm water output (or effluent), with its higher salt
content, near thes factories. This effluent which will be about 1.6 billion cubic meters per year,
could create local rich concentrations of marine life, and there is fear that it could attract

cetaceans, too.This is being closely monitored.

4. Lessepsian migration.Sirce the opening of the Suez Canal in 1869, there has been occasional

migration and establishment of Red Sea species into the eastern Mediterranean; a phenomenon
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called Lessepsian migration. The rate of Red Sea species coming into the Mediterranean has
increased dramatically over the past few years, to the point that the eastern Mediterranean
now has local populations of hundreds of exotic species of tropical fish and invertebrates. This
recent increase is thought to be a consequence of climate changetladrise in the
temperature of the Mediterranean Sea, making it more compatible for tropical species. Plans to
enlarge and deepen the Suez Canal are likely to exacerbate this problem. It is also possible that
Red Sea marine mammals could become estaddish the Mediterranean Sea (Kerem et al.,

2012).

Israel is a member of only one CMS Agreement, namely, the Adeiceasian Waterbirds Agreement
(AEWA) however, at this time, the Environment Ministry is considering joining four additional CMS
agreementsnpamely: ACCOBAMS, Eurobats, MRaptors and MOEharks. | am hopeful that some

if not all of these agreements will be signed in the near future.

Although Israel is not yet a Party to ACCOBAMS, and although Israel does not have large populations
of marine mammals in its small coastal area, we take seriously our role as protectors of the cetaceans
in the eastern Mediterranean, and we continue to ablbrate with ACCOBAMS and with all Parties

that are interested in working together to achieve our shared goals.

References cited:
Kerem, D., N. Hadar, O. Goffman, A. Scheinin, R. Kent, O. Boisseau & U. Schattner (2012).
Update on the Cetacean Fauna tife Mediterranean Levantine Basin The Open Marine

Biology Journal, 2012, 6;% .
Yahel, R. & N. Engart (2012)lature Conservation Policy for the Mediterranean Sea: Marine

Protected Areas as a Tool for Protecting the Environment and the Biodiversftyhe

Mediterranean Sea.lsrael Nature and Parks Authority (36 p.) [in Hebrew].
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ANNEX VReport of the Black Sea Sub
Regional Coordination Unit
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REPORT OF THE BLSEK SUREGIONAL COORDINAYIONIT
(Report prepared by the Commission on the Protection of the Black Sea Against Pol2@ibi
2013)

I. LINK WITH THE ACCOBAMS WORKING PROGRAMMEAELRD11

The MOP4 mandated the ACCOBAMS Secretariat to develop activities during th€02311
triennium, in collaboration with Sub Regional Coordination Units.

I1.1 - Main activities on Research and Conservation

RMTM1- The ACCOBAMS Survey Initiative

For the DG MARE Project MARE/2011/16Lot2 Black Sea Cetaceans Surveys (aerial an
based), the BSC PS contributed directly:

In inception meeting of the project organized in June 2012 in Istanbul, Turkey;

Provided letter of support to the project coordinatian order to facilitate the applicatior
process to obtain necessary permissions to carry out the aerial and vessel surveys in th
Sea;

Involved the members of the BSC Advisory Groups on Biodiversity Conservation (AG C
Environmentl Aspects of gfieries and Other Marine Living Resources (AG FOMLR) in pro
GKS NBdzSaiGSR AyTF2N¥IGA2y 2y GKS SEA&GA
conservation and the impact of fisheries on them, by filling in the provided questionnaire.
Bulgaran representative of the NGO Green Balkans participated as observer in the aerial
for cetaceans covering the NW Black Sea, EEZ of Bulgaria, Romania and Ukraine W from
Ly (GKS @SaasSt adzZNBSe FAYAYy3 |G I &ibufoa &nd
identification of hot spots and critical habitats, Bulgaria was represented by the Institu
Fisheries Varna.

Romanian experts from NIMRD Constanta and BREMA Laboratory, Ukraine are also inv
the abovementioned project.

RMTM2- Paopulation structure

Information on population structure will be available after the data collected during the v
survey will be processed.

In Turkey, genetic analysis over 100 harbour porpoise samples from western and easter
Sea, from the Sea dllarmara and Istanbul Strait is still ongoing.

RMTM3- RMTM9- Species Conservation Plans

The Conservation Plan for Black Sea Cetaceans, prepared by the experts from the BI
region in consultation with other experts was adopted by the ACCOBAMS Scientific Comm
November 2006. Although the document provides the framework for the oastion
conservation of cetaceans in the Black Sea, the Plan was not formally adopted by the Bl
Commission.
Nevertheless, the countries implement actions provided in the Conservation Plan for Ceta
Bulgaria implemented two projects correspongito:

- Action 14; Cetacean photdentification program

- Action 15:; Regional cetacean stranding network

- Action 16: Strategies for capacity building and raising awareness
Romania and Turkey also implemented projects related to these actions and they w
presented in the respective section.
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RMTM10- Bycatch and interaction with fisheries

Black Sea countries report to the BSC the number afdmght dolphins every year, althoug
GKS AYT2NXIGA2Y AayQl O2ftSOGSR 2y NB3IdzA

In Bulgaria studies on bgatch and interaction with fisheries were carried out under the proj
G5S8S@St2LIYSyd 2F ylraAaz2ylt ySig2N] F2N Y2

caught) in Bulgaria and identifying relevant measures rfotigation the adverse impact 0|
fisheries, 201011, financed by ACCOBAMS Permanent Secretéoiatcetacean bycatcl
assessment in the Bulgarian central Black Sea area during the perioe2@010 The bycatcl
index of P. phocoena was estimated at 22 per 100 kinseeand that of T. truncatus 2 per
100 km net set or overall 24 cetaceans per 100 km net set; high of P. phocoena was in Ji
porpoises and 1.0 bottlenose dolphin were taken per 1000 turbots.
In Romania fishing activities are implemented accordmghe Law of Fisheries and annu
prohibition Orders. By Law of Fisheries, the fishermen are obliged to report the cetaced
caught in their gears and take the necessary measures to release the individuals accic
caught. Based on this obligatioNGO Mare Nostrum collaborated with several operators
order to find and test methods to reduce 1optches. The observations showed that more th
30% of the stranded dolphins presented marks of entanglement in fishing gears.

RMTML11- Anthropogenic Nase

In Romania the institutions providing their expertise to the private or state companies inter
in offshore exploration of oil and gas resources, using seismic survey take into considerat
provision on anthropogenic noise in the studies Earvironmental Impact Assessment and ma
recommendations for mitigation of negative impact on cetacean populations.

On the other hand, pingers AQUAmark 200 were tested as a possible method to redcaie!n
of cetaceans in fishing gears.

RMTM12- Shp strikes

¢KSNBQa y2 aedaisSy Ay LXIFOS (2 Y2yAG2N) (K

RMTM13- Whale watching

C2NJ OSil Oflenyficeiion LIKstiags were organized by NGO Mare Nostrur
Romanian waters; only 40 were successful and out of these in only 10 cases more th
individual was observed (mostly harbor purpois@hocoena phocoena relictpand bottlenose
dolphin¢ Tursiops truncates ponticus

RMTM14- Responses to emergency situations

In Bulgaria, the Institute of Fishery Resources (IFR) responds to cetaceafisdind live
strandings along the Bulgarian Black Sea coastline through the cetacean stranding networl
IFR records and coordinates research activities on cetaceardstigm The Federation of Natu
/| 2y ASNWBIFGA2Yy bDhQa DNBSY .Ift{llya obDho I
coast after IFR has involved NGO in its last project related to such issues and mentig
RMTM10 The two organizations rely ondhassistance of a network of volunteers from t
general public. The telephone numbers of IFR and NGO, green telephone of the R
Inspectorates of Environment and Water (RIEW) in Varna and Burgas andudif@m
emergency telephone number receive thalls from the public and transfer the information
the CSN. Since 2012 funding for such activities in IFR is missing and the emergency s
response is not always effective and/or available. Therefore the basic problem for most C
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the BlackSea region related tonaintenanceof such activities on a regular basis and lbegn
scale remain unsolved after completion of respective research projects.

In Romania, the NGO Mare Nostrum developed in 2012 a network of cetacean mon
(strandings, lp-catches and sightings); in the same time a special team is ready for emer|
situations, which in 2012013 responded to more than 300 stranded cetaceans, among t
two being alive.

The members of the network are persons aware on the necessity ttegrahese animals
among them are students, teachers, fishermen, lifeguards, employees of National A
W2YlFYALFY 21 0SNBRZ bladA2ylf LyadAadadzisS 27F
Coast Guard, Sanitary Veterinary Directorate etc.

RMTM15- Marine Protected Areas

In the Black Sea region, in spite of many attempts to create a coherent network of M
Protected Areas, the best covered part is western and northwestern: grtlgaria, Romania an
PY{NFAYSD® Ly ! I{NFrAYS GKSNBE IINB aLISOALFE F NJ
Ly .dzt 3FNAF GKSNBE IINB y2 LINPGSOGSR I NBI 3
Bulgaria and Romania there are NATURA i3 designated along the coast. Although f{
SYGANB . t1F01 {SI 6IFa LNRLRaSR G2 o0S RSa

were taken so far.

In Romania the national network of marine protected area consist of only two sites:-¥ &faa
Veche Marine Reserve (5000 ha) and the marine part of Danube Delta Biosphere Reserve
zonec¢ about 103.000 ha).

In 2007, through Order no.1964/13 in December 2007, on instituting the natural protected
regime of European interest sites as parttbé European ecological Network Natura 2000
Romania, six marine sites were moved to a special conservation regime. All these sites &
listed as areas of Special Conservation Interest (SCI).

In 2011, through the Order of the Ministry of Environmeanid Forests no. 2387/2011, Romatr
approved the designation of two new sites, under the Habitats Directive.

The Marine Zone from Cape Tuzla: ROSCIOag3area for special conservation intere
(European, regional, national) was designated for the consiemvadf some marine specie
among them beind urpsiops truncatu§UCN, regionat BS TDA 2007) arRhocoena phocoen
(IUCN, regiona BS TDA 2007)

RMTM16- Chemical Pollution

Chemical pollution is monitored by all countries in their territorial wai@nsl reported to Blach
Sea Commission by its PMA Advisory Group every year. Also, the LBS Advisory Group r¢
the pollution stemming from the rivers and on the main hot spots, both municipal and indus
Every five year, a more comprehensive rapbiat assess not only the chemical pollution of t
Black Sea, but overall state of its environment is prepared. At present the third assessmen
state of environment of the Black Sea is under preparation

RMTML17- Climate Change

The climate chargyis recognized in the Black Sea Strategic Action Plan 2009 as -guttivgs
issue that should be addressed in order to successfully achieve its 65 management f{
lf 0K2dzZaAK AGQa y28 O2yaARSNBR | LINR 2 NAby the
BSC institutional network among their research targets and was included in the Blag
research agenda (BERANET).
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II.2 - Communication, awareness and capacity building

National Action Plans on cetaceans conservation

Bulgariag currently has no National Action Plan for the Conservation of Cetaceans. Neverth
there is an interest on conservation of cetaceans; proposals for two methodologie
monitoring of cetaceans along Bulgarian coast as part of Biodiversity Momjtdystem
coordinated by Environmental Executive Agency. Methodologies concern the collection g
on cetacean stranding and phetdentification.
Romaniahas a National Action Plan for the Conservation of Dolphins in the Romanian Bla
waters (appreed through the Gov. Order no. 374/2004). Currently there are several prg
implementing the provisions of the Plan focusing mainly on:
- a2yYyAUl2NRAY3 2F R2f-tdightyhdiingggdaksl Yy RAYy 3 | YR
- Experimenting of technical solutions to mitigatee mortalities caused by fishin
activities;
- Assessment of the current status of dolphin populations threatened by the indu
fishing;
- Using a new type of fishing gear following the environmental impact assessment sty
- Using turbot fishing netwith nesh size bigger than 200 mm, etc.
No information from the other countries was provided to the BSC PS.

Training

Bulgaria
National expert meeting was organized in Pomorie on 29.05.2012 with representativ
Ministry of Environment and WateRegional Environmental Inspectorates in Burgas and Vi
Basin Directoratg Varna, Institute of Fish Resources, etc.
National training on photadentification of cetaeans was organized in Pomorie on-28 June
2012 for Green Balkans team.
International photelD training was organised jointly with Mare Nostrum NGO in Const:
Romania in the period 225 July, 2012. Experts from Green Balkans NGO, Institute of
Resources and Institute of OceanolagBAS participated from Bulgaria. Twgperts of Greer
Balkans participated in Cetacean necropsy training organised by National Focal Poi
ACCOBAMS and hosted by-\Rna in the period 148.07.2012Trainer was Mr. Alvaro Garc
de los Rios from Spain.
Training workshop for municipal elogists was organised at Pomorie on 31 August 2
Representatives of 8 coastal municipalities (Shabla, Kavarna, Avren, Nessebar, Pomorie,
Primorsko and TsarevoRegional Environmental Inspectorates in Burgas and Varna, Fis
and Aguacultue Executive Agency attended the event. Topics presented and discussed ind
ACCOBAMS, Conservation Plan for Black Sea cetaceans, Biology and identification of c
international data bases MEDACES and OBIS SEAMAP and how to fill MEDACHES figlddial
attention was given to the coordination between institutions for solving the problem;
strandings that create a lot of negative publicity.
Romania
LY HnanmH dzy RS NJ -ideftBicatiaNg @BRING from th& Rain@nian Black Sea cos
g GSNAR¢é¢ (GKNBS (GNIAy3d aSaairzya oSNB 2NHIY
- For captains of vessels on28uneck 2 81 SR 6& blLaw5 WDNAI2
- For photographers on 289" Juneg hosted by Museum of Natural Sciences, Constan
- For scientists (22¢25"JulycK2 8 i SR 6& blLaw5 WDNA3I2NB
No additional information from the other countries.
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Database

Bulgaria

During the period 201-2013 the Green Balkans team continued collecting the data on stra
cetaceans along Southern Bla8ea coast. Fruitful collaboration is kept with experts fr
Regional Inspectorate of Environment and WaterBourgas. In 2011 were registered
strandings in the Southern region: D. delphis; Ph. Phocoena5; T. truncatug 6; unidentified
¢ 9. In 202 were registered 78 cases: Delphinidad; D. delphis; 5; Ph. Phocoeng 44; T.
truncatus ¢ 20; unidentified¢ 9. In 2013 about 40 strandings were recorded but data is
processed completely. Highest number of strandings was recorded in monthsggayighest
numbers of cases were registered along beaches of Bourgas and Pomorie municipalities.
Romania

Marine Mammals Database (MMDB) for the Romanian Black Sea with MEDACES inter
data transmission. Collection and transimission of data are ogg&lomania collects data on-b
caught dolphins in the frame of the National Program for Fisheries Data Collection.

A special database was organized by NGO Mare Nostrum after the implementation of the
on photoidentification, strandings and bgatches:

The output of the project activities after:

- 124 land survey and more than 200 interventions for stranded dolphins, identifin
stranded cetaceans in 2011, 177 in 2012 and 55 individuals in 2013 until 19 of A
total of 321 dead cetaceans;

- 71 sea survey for phottD, with a total of 74 days on sea from which resulted a Pt
Catalog with 25 individuals dlursiops truncatus ponticus

- ;1534 new volunteer observers enrolled in monitoring network;

- establish a working protocol for cetaceanonitoring between Mare Nostrum an
Administrations and private comapnies from costal area etc.

Resulted in three database, part of them allready shared true OBIS Seamap da
site:

- DB with strandings and sightings (bycatches where not recorded)

- DB with photaelD cetaceans (25 individualsTidrsiops truncatus ponticus

Public awareness and communication material

Bulgaria

Activities implemented binstitute of NGQ; Green Balkans

Black Sea Action Day celebrations in Pomorie and Burgasprnéentations on Black Se
cetaceans have been organized in 2011 and 2012. The events have been attended by
classes from Pomorie and Bourgas. Good cooperation in these events was achieved with
History Museum in Bourgas.

OEKAOAGA2YOSd OISOy &a¢ SI0O2yaradayd 2F p o2l
exhibition at Pomorie Lake visitor centre. The exhibition was displayed for 2 months i
Natural History Museum in Bourgas. Presentation on cetaceans and research methods wa
as dficial event for opening of the exhibition covered by local media at Bourgas. Withii
LINE 2FdD Getadeans Photo5 | OGAQGAGASE |t 2y3 {2dziKSN
with CD have been produce@®rochure presents project activities anddic information on
photoA RSYGATFTAOFIGA2y 2F OSGFOSlIya |ft2y3 . d
/1 ¢! [ hD!'9 HnmHé Aa GdFOKSR G2 G4KS oO0NRO
includes: text of ACCOBAMS and Black Sea Cetaceansrva@iosePlan; Instructions o
Cetacean Stranding surveys and phaentification of Cetaceans along Bulgarian coast plus
forms to be used.

In 2013 the topic on cetacean research attracted media attention and many interviews
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published by newspags and radios including national media: Trud, Dnevnik and Bulg
National Radio.

Special section dedicated to cetaceans in the Black Sea was developed on the Green
website:

http://greenbalkans.org/show.php?language=en EN&cat id=132&id=1933&

Activities implemented bynstitute of Fish Resources (IFRVarna:
Materials produced under projectDevelopment of national network for monitoring the Bld
Seacetaceans (stranded and {maught) in Bulgaria and identifying relevant measures
mitigation the adverse impact of fisheries", 202011, financed by ACCOBAMS Permar
Sec[etariat:

A Guide on Bulgarian network for cetaceans monitoring in Bulgaria, 2Q14p.

A Methodology used in Bulgaria to monitor cetacean strandings: ppt, 2011, 40 pp.

A Practical recommendations for sampling cetaceans from strandings and bycatch
pp.

A Posters: Bulgarian network for cetaceans monitoring and conservation in Engtls
Bulgarian

Interviews for National TV, participation in TV movie, Radio, newspapers, information for
Sea associations and organisations.
Romania
A total of 33 sessions of public awareness campaigns, made face to face in the reg
Constanta and Tulcea (just seaside cities), distributing leaflets, and 36 informative stands
beaches. Distributing over 20.000 materials (leafletsshifts, c@s, cups, penscalendars,
bandanas, badges, stickers, documentary movie etc.).
- Awareness campaigns for fishermen, a total of 61 fishermen informed.
- 78 presentations in schools, for students, with over 2500 students and teachers.
- Dedicated website www.delfini.ro and a facebook pag
https://www.facebook.com/delfinimn with over 10000 visitors.
- media appearencem both the print and audio visual media (more than 30fictes in
local and national media).
- /I StSONYGA2Yy 2F (KS a52fLKAYyQa 66SS7¢
National consultation workshop with the local stakeholders

Turkey
With the partnership of the Whale Workshop, inflatable models of marine mammals in &
size and color will bexhibited in two shopping centers in Istanbul and Eskisehir in Septe
and October 2013.

11.3 - Meetings

Romania

- 6 meetings organised by us for presenting the results of the Program and the future of it to

interested parties and collaborators.

- 2meetings with fishermen

- 1 meeting on fisheries from Romania and Bulgaria in Brusseles, 2013
BSC PS
BSC PS organized two meetings (Sep. 2011 and 2012) with its FOMLR Advisory Group and experts on
cetaceans from the Black Sea countries. RepresentativAGEOBAMS Secretariat attended the
YSSGAY3I AY HAMHEI oKSNBE GKS OGA@GAGASaAa 2y OSidl OS
discussed and priorities were established.
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Also, the ACCOBAMS Secretariat attended the regular meetings of BSC in 20112arid 2012 a
re-newed MoU between BSC and ACCOBAMS was signed in Istanbul by representatives of both
organizations.

11.4 - Projects
Bulgaria
Green Balkans:
Project: Pilot Cetaceans Phot® activities along Southern Bulgarian Black Sea coast
Beneficiary: Green Balkans NGO, Bulgaria
Budget: 1900 euro
Duration: 10 months (May 201@February 2013)

GOAL AND OBJECTIVES
¢ KS LINE 2 S 0 inasitoinraddalthe niethagl #h IBdligaria arsdart pilot photo-identification
activities along Sou#rn part of the Bulgarian Black Sea coast
Objectives of the project encompass:
- Raising capacities ofxperts from scientific institutions and NGO involved in cetacean
research and conservation in Bulgaria
- Starting pilotphoto-identificationsurveysandS a G 6 f AAKAY 3 G. dzf CAyaé Ol
Bulgarian Black Sea
- Developing a program for phoi® of Cetaceans along Bulgarian Black Sea coast and
proposal for its inclusion in the National Program for Monitoring of Biodiversity.
- Raising public awar@ss on cetaceanflconservation and provisions of ACCOBAMS
creatingan exhibition in Pomorie Lake Visitor Centre.

ACTIVITIES AND OUTCOMES

- National expert meeting and trainings on pheatentification of cetaceans have been held
with participants fromauthorities (Ministry of Environment and Water, RIOB@Urgas and
Varna), scientific institutions (Institute of Fish Resoug¥arna and Institute of Oceanology,
BA&; Varna) and Green Balkans NGO.

- In total 19 surveys have been made in the period Ju@xtober 2012 along Southern Black
Sea coast of Bulgaria in the two target areas: Cape Emine and Cape Maslen nos. Totally
1008,3 km have been cruised and 102 hours and 40 minutes were spent in the sea during
these surveys. In total 46 sightings have bearorded (4 of dead and 42 of alive cetaceans)
and in 10 of these cases phesessions have been made with moderate success. Most
numerous have been sightings of Harbour porpdiBbocoena phocoena religtq 20 cases
(including one dead). dtlenose dolphin(Tursiops tracatus ponticuswas observed in 19
cases andCommon dolphin Delphinus delphis ponticusas been observed only once. In six
OFasSa aLISOASa 2F 20aSNBSR OSil OSty glayQia AF
water).

- More than 200images of Cetaceansvere collected durind.9 surveysof the projectbut only
87 images ofthese wereselected for inclusion in the catalogoé identifiable cetaceansAll
three Black Sea species were represented in the catalogue: Harbour Po(pbiseoena
phocoena relictpg 5 images of two individual, Common Dolplidelphinus delphis ponticus
¢ 6 images of threendividualsand Bottlenose DolphiifTursiops tracatus ponticus¢ 76
images of twenty four individuals.

- 9EKAOAGAZ2Y a. f I Oktingobb panelS ivas @@ated drésentng yolowing
topics: Cetacean species found in the Black Sea; Biology and Ecology; Methods for research
of Cetaceans; Threats to Black Sea Cetaceans and information on ACCOBAMS.

- Brochure describing project activitiesné basic information on photalentification of
/| SGFOStya Ff2y3a .dZ IFNARFY . tF01 {Sk O2Faid ol
/1T ¢!l [hD!9 HnAnmMHE Aa FAdGFOKSR (G2 GKS 0NROKdzZNB®
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Project: Building capacities of Bulgarian Black Sea municipalitie€etaceans strandings

Beneficiary: Green Balkans NGO, Bulgaria

Partner: Ministry of Environment and Water, Bulgaria
Budget: 12700 euro

Duration: 8 months (July 20X3February 2014)

PROJECT SUMMARY

¢ KA& LINE 2SOl QBuildtapacifies 8f2tHeHulgafiad Blati2 Sea municipalities for
reaction in case of Cetacean strandings on their shdtas an effort to solve a problem arising

in recent years along Bulgarian coast related to increased number of stranded cetaceans and the
public reaction to that problemThe project aim to solve thatssue thus contributing to
implementation of ACCOBAM Work programme 2032013, action CB 2 Monitoring of
cetacean stranding. This action is with high priority. Additionally it will support impementation of
Actions 15 (Regional CSNs) and 16 (Strategies for Capacity building and raising awareness) of
CPBSe@nd will facilitate collection of data with better quality on strandings.

To achieve that a series of trainings are plangezhe joint theoretical and number of special
trainings onsite in cases of strandings. Theoretical training will include lectare$ollowing

topics: rational and international legal framework for protection of Black &aceansbiology

and anatomy ofcetaceans how to take biometric measurments of found dead stranded
cetaceans and filling of MEDACES hlatikcussion on how timprove interaction between
different authorities and needed initiatives and permits.-§ie training will put emphasis on
species identification, data to be recorded in MEDACES, safety precautions. Special toolkits will
be prepared and handed to each miaipality in the form of emergency tool box containing the
most important tools for collection of field data: field forms; gloves; masks; containers for
storage of teeth and parasites; cutter; pliers for extraction of teeth; measuring tape; scales; etc.
Protocol for action by municipalities in cases of stranded cetacean will be developed. Its main
aim will be to create working mechanism to solve the problem with decaying carcasses on
beaches during busy summer season and on the other hand to improve cufadityiected data

on strandings. All collected data will be submitted to international data bases MEDACES and
OBIS SEAMAP.

Institute of Fish Resources (IBR Varna:

A Development of national network for monitoring the Black Sea cetaceans (stranded
and bycaught) in Bulgaria and identifying relevant measures for mitigation the
adverse impact of fisheries, 2002011, financed by ACCOBAMS Permanent
SecretariatMoU ACCOBA®IN°01/2010: 70 pp.

A Adverse Fisheries Impacts on Cetacean Populations in the Black Se&02@]12
Implementing and management organizatidacAlister Elliott and Partners Ltd.,
Supporting and funding organizatioRirectorateGeneral for Maritime Affairs and
Fisheries othe European CommissioBuropean contract ref MARE/2011/16 Lot 2.

Romania
The following projects were implemented in Romania in 22013:
1.dmproving the conservation status of marine biodiversity in fRemanian coastal zone,
especially dolphirs ¥ dzy RS R ( NHzS { (4 NHzOG dzNI f FdzyRa 06SiG6SSy
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2Ga2yAU2NAYy 3T 27F . tihadckd by GV Péudm, IF€h&iary284R ovéntber
2012

3.4 t K-déngfication of dolphins from Romanian BlacR s O2a il f & §KRayk ¢ Wdzy
2013

4daz2yAG2NAYy3I 27F . ffihadrdd by 3B Schér&er, IDExEnmbgt 2ENDVOrRber
2013

50a2yAG2NAY3I 2F . fF O finarked byOGMVI RethomyMakch 203NY L L ¢
December 2013

6.6 9 02 SRdzOI & A-Bhghcetd bylDRB@IE duly 204 Blovember 2013

Turkey

1.Stranding cetacean surveys in the western Turkish Black Sea coast is continued on a monthly
basis. (Receiving financial support from TUDAV)

2.Passive acoustic monitoring study in the IstanBatait is continued. (Receiving financial
support from TUDAV and Japan Science and Technology Agency)

3.Behavior study of cetaceans in the Istanbul Strait is continued. (Receiving financial support
from Istanbul University Scientific Research Projects Unit)

4. Stranding cetacean surveys around the Marmara Sea coast is continued on a seasonal basis.
(Receiving financial support from Istanbul University Scientific Research Projects Unit)

5.Seasonal survey in the Istanbul Strait with towing hydrophdifteceiving fiancial support
from TUDAYV and Japan Science and Technology Agency)

In addition, at regional level the project coordinated and implemented BlacAlister Elliott &
t F NIYSNAR [OGR FyYyR FTdzyRSR 0& 5D al NAGAYS tingfaF I A NB |
/ 2YY2y CAAaKSNARSa t2fA0ASay bS3IIGABS AYLIOG 2y (K

[l - COLLABORATION WITH OTHER ORGANISATIONS ‘

At the regional level, BSC collaborates with ACCOBAMS (MoU signed in 2012) and GFCM (MoU signed
in 2011) orthe conservation of the Black Sea resources and BS environment in general. Also there is

a close cooperation between countries, and the best forums are CBD and FOMLR Advisory Groups,
NGOs that implement common projects (Green Balkans, BG, Mare Nostrumldat®)Sea AHloc

Working Group on Fisheries, governmental organizations such as ministries of environment from all
Black Sea countries and associated Environmental Protection Agencies, etc.
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REPORT OF THE MEDITERRANEAREBEIBNAL COORDINATION UNIT

Implementation of Actions by UNERAP RAC/SPA for the Conservation of Cetaceans in the
Mediterranean
(MARCH 2011AUGUST 2013)

I. LINK WITH THE ACCOBAMS WORKING PROGRAMMEAELD11

The MOP4 mandated the ACCOBAMS Secretariat to develop activities during th02311
triennium, in collaboration with Sub Regional Coordination Units.

I1.1 - Main activities on Resarch and Conservation

RMTM1- The ACCOBAMS Survey Initiative

An agreement was signed with ACCOBAMS, IUCN, French Agency for Marine Protected A
RAC/SPA to appoint a project manager to help in developing the survey project and fund raisin

RMTM2- Population structure

RAC/SPA supported the CIMA Foundation (ltaly) and the University of Sassari (Italy) to carry|
aidzRe Ga¢KS LIStF3IA0 OSihlFOSIya AWI2AIKS y2NIK

The main objectives of the project are :

a) Assess the richness and the abundance of cetaceans in the pelagic habitats in the N

Parc La Maddalena Archipel and the International Marin Parc of Bouches de Bonifacio.

b) Quantify the seasonal passage of cetaceans in the International Marin Panucheé® de
Bonifacio,

C) Assess if the water of the continental platform of International Marin Parc of Bouches df

Bonifacio, during winter brief period, are feeding areas for fin whales, as already obser\

the MPA of Tavolar&unta Coda Cavallo.

RMTM10- Bycatch and interaction with fisheries

RAC/SPA took part to the Coordinating meeting for developing Project on cetaceans, bird an
threatened species bycatch and depredation reduction in the ACCOBAMS area.
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RMTM15- Marine Protected Areas

New SPAMI proposal on LaFaxeftra Turtle Reserve, Cyprus was presented during tffeSHA
Focal Points Meeting (RABAT, Moroce® Ruly 2013).

RAC/SPA eorganised with the MedPAN Secretariat, UNDP Turkey and the Ministry of Enviro
of Turkey the 2012 Forum on Marine Protected Areas in the Mediterranean (Antalya, Nov
HAMHUO® ¢KS dawz2l RYFLI G261 NRa | O #ffediBlK @yhécted
FYR SFFAOASy(Hfe& YIylI3ISR ySGtéeg2N] 2F aSRAGS]
the Antalya Declaration were the main outputs of the Forum.

These documents were endorsed by"I9PA FPs meeting and regional partners.

Draft Guidelines to improve the implementation of the Mediterranean SPA network and conne
between SPAs have been finalized in May 2012 and presented during"#1&PKB FPs meeting.

A manual for MPA managers, including the identification and prasien of MPAs issues regardir
cetaceans and the role of managers in cetacean conservation at local, national and regional
being prepared under the auspice of ACCOBAMS secretariat, MedPAN and RAC/SPA.

Since 2008, RASPA under the framework oe Mediterranean Action Plan (MAP) of the Unit
bFriA2ya 9YGANRYYSYld tNBINI YYS MeddpdnSess KLINE g
identify and establish Marine Protected Areas (MPAS) in the open seas, including the deep s€
primary objectiveof this project is to promote the establishment of a representative ecolog
network of MPAs in the Mediterranean within the framework of SPA/BD Protocol on
establishment of Specially Protected Areas of Mediterranean Importance (SPAMIS). This ipr|
financially supported by the European Commission, and is now in its third phase.

The first phase of the project, completed in late 2009, led to the identification of twelve pri
conservation areas in the open seas, including the deep sease.Thesity areas could becom
candidates for SPAMI listing and/or be recommended for inclusion in other frameworks, st
Ecologically or Biologically Significant Areas (EBSAS) developed under the Convention on H
Diversity (CBD).

TheaimofK S LINP2SO0Qa aSO2yR LKIFAaASs: O02YLX SGSR
of the abovementioned priority areas in evaluating and potentially presenting these site
candidate(s) for inclusion in the SPAMI List, in accordance with thesjosi of the SPA/B
Protocol. RAC/SPA has been facilitating this preparatory work, including oceanographic surv
stakeholder negotiations. The programme of work of the second phase included the establishn
ad hocworking groups, composed of representatives from the countries bordering the Albora
(Algeria, Morocco and Spain) and Gulf of Lions (France, Spain) priority areas.

The current third phase activities started on December 2012 and focuses on the pfatisihg and
evaluation of three priority areas: Adriatic Sea, Alboran Sea and the Sicily Channel/Tunisian
areas.

The RAC/SPA is currently starting to prepare meetings with the representatives of the neighk
countries to these three sites, order to present the proposed process and to discuss the feasi
of setting up multilateral working groups. Meanwhile, work to obtaeimpilation reports and reviey
of the current understanding of the biodiversity for each of the three priority arkas been
launched.
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¢tKS w!/k{t! gla RSaA3IylrGdSR a GKS [SIR !
| 2YaSNBIFGA2y 2F . A2f23A0!I ¢ S5AQSNRAGE o6{!t
envisaged within SAP BIO, priorities relatedhe promotion and better management of protectg
areas are considered. Many valuable natural habitats on the coastal zone in the Mediterrane
not ecologically evaluated to be designated as Coastal or Marine Protected Areas. En
percentage/size oprotected areas is required in numerous documents adopted at national
international scale.

2 AO0KAY OGKFG FNFYSe2Nl X GKS awS3Aazylf t Neejd
Coastal Protected Areas (MPAs) Network through the boostirgtoft & / NBI G A2y |
0 0 KMedM&Anet Projed 0 6 & RSOStf21LISR Ay 2NRSNI G2 |

areas.

The MedMPAnet Project is part of the UNEP/MBEF MedPartnershipt N2 2 S O i

t F NIYSNARKALI F2NJ 0KS aSRAGSNNYI ySFy {SI [
implemented by the RAC/SPA (Tunis), with financial support of the European Union (EU), the
Agency for International Cooperation to Developm€AECID) and the French Global Environm
Facility (FFEM).

RMTM17- Climate Change

Indicators standardized for the monitoring of climate change in Mediterranean MPAs are
elaborated in collaboration with the IUCN. A second meeting of expeots place in Malaga ,Spa
(October 2012), organized by RAC/SPA with the IUCN Centre for Mediterranean Cooperatier
Med) to continue guiding the development of indicators for biodiversity impacts in marine prote
areas (MPASs) by the threats ofrghite change (CC)

In fact, marine protected areas in the Mediterranean can play an important role aswitoring
spots» where the effects of climate change can be studied and evaluated and where manag
strategies to adapt to, mitigate and, whenever possible, coursiech negative effects can K
developed.

A memorandum of understanding was signed between RAC/SPA and ACCOBAMS in order to
I g2NJ] aK2L) aLYLI} OG 2F OftAYFGS OKIFIy3aSa 2y O
- Establish a state of kndedge on the prediction of climate change and its impacts on the mg
environments in the Black and Mediterranean Seas
- Determine the consequences of climate change for migratory species, in particular cetace
the Black and Mediterranean Seas andles in the Mediterranean Sea

- ldentify gaps in knowledge and possible subject for further research.
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II.2 - Communication, awareness and capacity building

National Action Plans on cetaceans conservation

RAC/SPA supported thaNBS LJF N>} G A2y 2F GKS blradAazylt 1 OdGA
Egypt.

Training

RAC/SPA was partner in the organization of the to the following gatherings:

e The IX European Seminar on Marine Mammals: Biology and conservation, held foorh
September 2012 in Valencia.

e The 27 Annual conference of the European society for research on cetaceans (Setuk
Portugal, April 2013) .

e Cetology module for the Environment Master Courses (Tunis, Tunisia, March 2013).

Database

Unfortunately Yy R RdzS G2 0dzZRISG NBAGNROGAZ2YZ w! /[ ¢
MEDACES.

Public awareness and communication material

RAC/SPA published the Guidelines for the establishment and management of marine Protecte
for cetaceans.

11.3 - Meetings

RAC/SPA collaborated in the organisation of the following gatherings:

- Second Biennial Conference on Cetacean Conservation in South Mediterranean Countries, which

took place in El Jadida (Morocco)™-214" October 2011.

- SouthernMediterranean Workshop on ACCOBAMS Implementation, Hammamet, Tunf8ia, 15

16™ June 2012.

- The cetacean national stranding network: functioning and organisation, Salambé, Turfisia 23

May 2012.
- Forum on Marine Protected Areas in the Mediterranean (AntaN@ember 2012) organized in
collaboration with the MedPAN Secretariat, UNDiRkey and the Ministry of Environment and
Urbanization of Turkey (SPA/RAC).
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RAC/SPA took part to the following meetings:

- Coordinating meeting for developing Project cetaceans, bird and other threatened species
bycatch and depredation reduction in the ACCOBAMS area, (Tangiédpdl 2013).

- National workshop on the feasibility of pilot project for whale watching, Tunisia 28 May 2013.

11.4 - Projects

RAC/SPA supped the following projects:

- Pelagic cetaceans of the north oriental Sardaigne, implemented by CIMA Foundation and Sassari
University.

- The cetacean sanctuary Research Project, implemented by Tethys Research Institute.

- The lonian Dolphin Project, implementbyg Tethys Research Institute.

[l - COLLABORATION WITH OTHER ORGANISATIONS.

A Memorandum of Understanding between the Permanent Secretariat of the Agreement on the
Conservation of Cetaceans of the Black Sea, Mediterranean Sea and contiguous Atlkeentic
(ACCOBAMS) and the United Nations Environment Programme in its capacity as Secretariat of the
Mediterranean Action Plan (UNEP/MAP) is being signed.
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REPORT OF THE DEPOSITARY

¢KS 5SLI2aArAdrNeE 2F (GKS ! ANBSYSyidsx GKS da5SLI NILISYSYy
Monaco, has the honour of submitting this report to the State Parties to the Agreement on the
Conservation of €aceans of the Black Sea, Mediterranean Sea and contiguous Atlantic area
(ACCOBAMS).

Since the Fourth Meeting of the Parties held in Monaco from theothe 12" November 2010no
new accession to the Agreement has been recorded.

As of July 18 2013, there are 23 Parties to ACCOBA(iSble 1).

Following the adoption, during the last Meeting of the Parties in 2010, ofAtnendments to the
Agreement text and its annexesregarding the geographical extension of ACCOBAMS, the
Department has recorded the deposit foiur instruments of approval coming from: the Principality

of Monaco, the Republic of Bulgaria, Ukraine and the Kingdom of Spain (Table 2).

The Depositary lainformed, through diplomatic ways, the Parties, the European Community, the
ACCOBAMS Permanent Secretariat and the Secretariat on the Convention for Migratory Species
(CMS) of theses approvals.

Moreover, during the 201-2013 triennium the Depositary, through the various diplomatic officers

of the Principality of Monaco, has supported the action of the Permanent Secretariat to raise
awareness among other Riparian States and the European Commission with a view to their
accession.

100



Tablel

The following table presents the status of the Parties to the Agreement as of JUR018.

COUNTRY / PAYS

SIGNATURERATIFICATIONS

ENTRY
INTO

Deposit of the [FORCE

Dates L‘;‘t’: u/mem tool Dépot de [ENTREE E
f QA Yy a i NVIGUEUR

[ALBANIA / ALBANIE 24/11/1996 [25/05/2001  [03/07/2001  [01/10/2001

19/03/2007(AA
ALGERIA/ALGERIE 25/09/2007  [01/12/2007
BOSNIAIERZEGOVINA / BOSNIE HERZEGQ
[BULGARIA / BULGARIE 16/09/1999 [23/09/1999  [10/11/1999  [01/06/2001
[CROATIACROATIE 24/11/1996 [03/05/2000  [10/07/2000  [01/06/2001
lcYPRUS / CHYPRE 24/11/1996 [30/01/2006  [14/02/2006  [01/05/2006
[EGYPT / EGYPTE 04/03/2010  |19/04/2010  [01/07/2010
[EUROPEAN UNION /UNION EUROPEENNE

26/02/04
HFRANCE 24/11/1996 [(AA)*** 10/03/2004  [01/06/2004
IGEORGIA / GEORGIE 24/11/1996 [30/03/2001  [31/05/2001  [01/06/2001
IGREECE / GRECE 04/11/1996* [24/11/1996* [24/11/1996* [01/06/2001
lISRAEL
ITALY / ITALIE 24/11/1996 [10/02/2005  [24/06/05 01/09/2005

05/05/2004(A)Y
HLEBANON /LIBAN * 13/12/2004  [01/03/2005
[LIBYAN ARAB JAMAHIRIYA / LIBYE 12/05/2002  [18/06/2002  [01/09/2002
IMALTA / MALTE 23/03/2001* [23/03/2001* [23/03/2001* [01/06/2001
MONACO 24/11/1996 [25/04/1997  [30/04/1997  [01/06/2001
MONTENEGRO 17/02/2009

(AAA)** 18/05/2009  [01/08/2009
MOROCCO / MAROC 28/03/1997 [13/05/1999  [05/07/1999  [01/06/2001

30/09/2004(A)
HPORTUGAL 04/11/1996 | 15/10/2004  [[01/01/2005
[ROMANIA / ROUMANIE 28/09/1998 [13/06/2000  [17/07/2000  [01/06/2001
RUSSIA / RUSSIE
SLOVENIA / SLOVENIE 12/07/2006 | 25/09/2006  [01/12/2006
SPAIN / ESPAGNE 24/11/1996 [07/01/1999  [02/02/1999  [01/06/2001
SYRIA /SYRIE 07/02/02 (A)** [22/03/2002  [01/06/2002
TUNISIA / TUNISIE 24/11/1996 [31/12/2001  [15/01/2002  [01/04/2002
TURKEY / TURQUIE
UKRAINE 09/07/2003  [23/10/2003  [01/01/2004
[UNITED KINGDOM / ROYAUME UNI

* Signature valid for ratification / Signature vale

ratification

** A = Adherence / Adhésion

*** AA = Approval / Approbation
*xAAA= Accession / Accession

(1) Instituting the European Community since the entry into force of the Lisbon Treaty'thedember 2009
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Table 2

The following table presents the status of the Parties having approved the Amendments as of July
15th 2013.

COUNTRY / PAYS RATIFICATIONS ENTRY
INTO
. FORCE
Tool / Instrument SEp?j; Of theﬁtogol ENTREE EN
SLkd VIGUEUR

ALBANIA / ALBANIE
ALGERIA /| ALGERIE
BOSNIA{ERZEGOVINA / BOSNIE
HERZEGOVINE

[BULGARIA / BULGARIE 08/02/2012 (AC)*****  [14/03/2012
ICROATIA / CROATIE

ICYPRUS / CHYPRE

[EGYPT / EGYPTE

[EUROPEAN UNION / UNION EUROPEEN
[FRANCE/FRANCE

IGEORGIA / GEORGIE

IGREECE / GRECE

[ISRAEL/ISRAEL

ITALY / ITALIE

[LEBANON / LIBAN

[LIBYAN ARAB\MAHIRIYA / LIBYE
IMALTA / MALTE

[IMONACO/ MONACO 24/02/2011 (AA)*** 02/03/2011
IMONTENEGRO
IMOROCCO / MAROC
[PORTUGAL/PORTUGAL
[ROMANIA / ROUMANIE
RUSSIA / RUSSIE
SLOVENIA / SLOVENIE
SPAIN / ESPAGNE 26/11/2012 * 10/01/2013
SYRIA /SYRIE
TUNISIA / TUNISIE
TURKEY / TURQUIE
UKRAINE / UKRAINE 26/11/2012 (AC)***  |02/01/2013
[UNITED KINGDOM / ROYAUME UNI

* ratification / ratification

** A = Adherence / Adhésion

*** AA = Approval / Approbation
o AAA= Accession / Accession
*xxx AC= Acceptance / Acceptation

NB: 16 ratifications are needed for the entry into force of the amendments / 16 ratifications sont néces
L2 dzNJ £ QSY G NBS Sy ©@A3IdzSdzNJ RSa | YSYRSYSyida
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REPORT OF THE SECRETARIAT
(JANUARY 201dOCTOBER 2013)

|. ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS

|.1- Status of Ratifications

As of September 2013, therare 23 State Parties to the Agreement: Albania, Algeria, Bulgaria,
Croatia, Cyprus, Egypt, France, Georgia, Greece, ltaly, Lebanon, Libya, Malta, Monaco, Montenegro,
Morocco, Portugal, Romania, Slovenia, Spain, Syria, Tunisia and Ukraine.

The Permanent ®eetariat received, in November 2011 and in November 2012, information
respectively from the ACCOBAMS Contact Point and the CMS Focal Point in Israel stated that the
Ministry of Environmental Protection was exploring the possibility of Israel to join AAGSBAIsO

the Secretariat was informed that the Agreement was submitted to the Turkish Parliament for
adoption.

I.2 Focal Points
Focal Points have been nominated by the Parties as well as by certamember Countries (Table
.
Neverthelessnotwithstanding official letters by the Secretariat, 2 Countries have still no Focal points

(Algeria and Montenegro).

Table I: ACCOBAMS Focal Points as of September 2013

PARTIES NATIONAL FOCAL POINTS

Mrs. Elvana RAMAJ
Nature ProtectiorPolicies Directorate
Ministry of Environment, Forests and Water Administration
Tirana- ALBANIA
Tel. + 35%592121425- Fax. + 355 42270625
Mobile: +355672052118
eramaj@moe.gov.al

ALBANIA
ALBANIE

ALGERIA

ALGERIE To be appointed

Ms Tihomira SLAVEYKOVA
Ministry of Environment and Water
BULGARIA 67 William Gladstone St.
BULGARIE 1000 Sofia BULGARIA
Tel: +359 4892 226¢ Mob: +359884 26 54 67

tslaveykova@moew.government.bg

Ms. Ana STRBENAC
Head of the Expertise Division
State Institute for Nature Protection
¢NB al OdzNI y A OlcCRCATIM A A AN Yl
Tel: +385 1 5502 91Fax: + 385 1 5502 901
Mobile: +385 91 5288 68
ana.strbenac@dzzp.hr

CROATIA
CROATIE
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CYPRUS
CHYPRE

Ms. Marina ARGYROU
Senior Fisheries and Marine Research Officer
Marine Environment Unit
Department of Fisheries and Marine Research (DFMR)
Ministry of Agriculture, NaturaResources and Environment
101 Vithleem Street 1416, Nicogj& YPRUS
Tel: +357 22 80 78 58 Fax: +357 22 77 59 55
margyrou@dfmr.moa.gov.cy

EGYPT
EGYPTE

Prof. Dr. Mustafa FOUDA
Minister Advisor foBiodiversity
Nature Conservation Sector
Ministry of State for Environmental Affairs
30 Misr Helwan EZyrea Rd.
P.O. Box 11728, Al Maadi, Cajragypt
Tel: +202 2527 1394 Fax: +202 2528 0931
Mobile: 0122283890
foudamos@link.net

FRANCE

Mme Martine BIGAN
Chef de projet, especes marines
Ministére de I'Ecologie, du Développement durable et de la ¢Rirection
ISYSNIYfS RS fQFYSYlI3ISYSYy-G8ANRBRGeiA2ASK
la biodiversité-SousDirection du littoral et des milieux marins
La Grande Arche,1, Parvis de la Défen®2ds5¢
La défense CedeXrRANCE

Tel: +33 140 81 32 O%ax: +33 14081 71 87
martine.bigan@developgmentdurable.gouv.fr

GEORGIA
GEORGIE

Mrs. Irina LOMASHVILI
Main specialist of the Biodiversity Protection Service
Ministry of Environment Protection and Natural Resources of Georgia
6, Gulua st, Thilisi, 0114, Georgia
Tellfax: (+995 32) 272 72 31/32ob: +995 99 46 07 50
irinaloma@yahoo.com

GREECE
GRECE

Dr. Eleni TRYFON
Ministry for the Environment, Energy and Climate Change
Directorate General for the Environment
Natural Management Station
36, Trikalon, StIGR 11526 Athens, Greece
Tel: +3210 6918202 Fax: +3@10 6918487
e.tryfon@prv.ypeka.gr

ITALY
ITALIE

Dr. Oliviero MONTANARO
Direzione per la Protezione della Natura
aAyAaldSNe RSt f Q! Yorarniofiaielel SarcR St € |
Via Cristoforo Colombo, 44, 00147 Roma ITALIA
Tel: +39 06 5722 848 Fax: +3%6 5722 8424
montanaro.oliviero@minambiente.it

LEBANON
LIBAN

Mr. Gaby KHALAF
Directeur du Centre dRecherches Marines
Centre National des Sciences Marines
P.O. BOX 534, BatrognLIBAN
Tel: +961 6741580Fax : +961 6741584
bihar@cnrs.edu.lb
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LIBYA
LIBYE

Mr. Almokhtar SAIED
Head of Marina andlVild Life Conservation Section
Natural Conservation Department
Environment General Authority (EGA)
P.0O. BOX 13793, Tripoli
Algehran- Tripoli- LIBYA
Tel: + 21814873764- Fax: +21214872 160

mok405@yahoo.com

MALTA
MALTE

Ms. Carmen MIFSUD
Senior Environment Protection Officer
Environment Protection Directorate

Malta Environment & Planning Authority
St. Francis Ravellin, Floriana

PO Box 200 Marsa MRS 1000 MALTA

Tel.: +356 22.90. 71.63Fax: +356 21.22.84.38

accobams.malta@mepa.org.mt

MONACO

Mme Céline VAN KLAVERBWAGLIAZZO
Secrétaire des Relations Extérieures
Direction des Affaires Internationales

MINISTERE D'ETAT
Place de la Visitation
MC 98015 MONACGCCedex

Tel: +377 98.98.44.70 /Fax: +377 98.98.19.57

cevanklaveren@gouv.mc

MONTENEGR(

To be appointed

MOROCCO
MAROC

Mme Zahra ROCHDI
Directrice de la Coopération et des Affaires Juridiques
Ministere def Q! INRA Odzf G dzZNB>X Rdz 5S@Sf 2 LIISY
Nouvelle Cité j Agdal- B.P. 47 Rabat
Tel:+212 537 68 81 95/96
rochdi@mpm.gov.ma

PORTUGAL

Ms. Marina SEQUEIRA
Instituto da Conservacao déatureza e das Florestas, I.P.
Divisdo de Gestédo de Espécies da Fauna e da Flora

Rua de Santa Marta, 55

1150294 Lisboa

Tel: (+ 351) 21 350 79 00

Fax: (+351) 21 350 79 84

marina.sequeira@icnf.pt

ROMANIA
ROUMANIE

Mrs. Camelia DUMITRACHE
National Institute for Marine Research and Development "Grigore Antipa"
Blv. Mamaia, 300, Constanta, 870ROMANIA
Tel: +40 241543 288 / +40 241 540 870
Fax: +40 241 831 274
iulia@alpha.rmri.ro

SLOVENIA
SLOVENIE

Mr. Andrej BIBIC
Sector for Nature Conservation Poliepirectorate for the Environment
Ministry of the Environment and Spatial Planning
Dunajska 48
SHL000 Ljubljana SLOVENIA
Phone: +386 14787471
andre].bibic@gov.si
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Mr. Javier PANTOJA
Head of Marine Biodiversity Unit
Ministry of Agriculture, Food aninvironment
General Directorate for Sustainabilitythie Coast and the Sea
Division for the Protection of the Sea
Pl. San Juan de la Cruz, s/n

E2807XMadrid (Spain)
Phone: +34 91597682%ax: +34 915976902

jpantoja@magrama.es

SPAIN
ESPAGNE

M. Mhmmad MHMMAD
Ministry of State folEnvironment Affairs
P.O.Box:3773
SYRIA Damascug SYRIAN ARAB REPUBLIC
SYRIE Tel:+963 1231 8682 / 2386083
Fax: +963 1231 2120
Mobile: +963 956 702 264

Mhammad.a.a@hotmail.com

Mr. Mohamed HAMANI
Directeur de la Conservation des Ressources Halieutiques
aAyAadidsNBE RS Q! INRAROdzZ GdzNBE S
5ANBOUOA2Y DSYSNIXfS RS I tsO
30 Rue Alain Savagyl002 Belvédére Tunis¢ TUNISIE
Tel: + 216 7890784 ¢ Fax: +216 7799401
m.hmani09@yahoo.fr

TUNISIA
TUNISIE

Dr. Volodymyr DOMASHLINETS
Head of Fauna Conservation Division
Directorate of Protection of natural Resources and EcoNet
Ministry of Ecology and Natural ResourcésJkraine
Urytskogo str., 35, Kiev, 03038 KRAINE
Tel.: +380 44 206 31 2Fax: +380 44 206 31 34
vdomashlinets@yahoo.condomashlinets@menr.gov.ua
P. +380 662886229

UKRAINE

|.3- Amendment

The Resolution A/4.i ! YSYRYSy day 9EGSyarzy 2F GKS 1 //h. ! af

by the Fourth Meeting of the Contracting Parties to ACCOBAMS (Mona@d\8vember 2010).

In this context, according to Art. X, para. 4, of the Agreement, the amendment to the Annex 2
entered into force since 12April 2011, except for Parties that would have entered a reservation in
accordance with Art. X, para. 5.

Under Art. X, para. 3, of the Agreement, an amendment to the Agreement, after having been
adopted by the Meeting of thedrties, enters into force on the thirtieth day after the date on which
two thirds of the Parties to the Agreement at the date of the adoption of the amendment have
deposited their instruments of acceptance with the Depositary. Given that the Parties atdhent

of the adoption of the amendment were 23, this means that 16 instruments of acceptance are
required.

Currently the text of the Agreement and the Annex 1 still remain not yet in force.

On 20" September 2013 Bulgaria, Monaco, Spain and Ukraineosiegl their instrument of
acceptance with the Depositary.
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II. IMPLEMENTATION OF THE WORKING PROGRAMMID2?8HIY THE SECRETARIAT

The MOP4 mandated the Secretariat to develop activities during the-2013 triennium. The
implementation of this mandate is presented here below. Activities described hereafter illustrate
also cooperation between ACCOBAMS and International Governmental Organisations and Non
Governmental Organisations.

II.1 - Main activities on Research and Cservation (
t £ SFasS NIRepdmdfthef Chdlr ofiihd Scéentific Committee and recommendétions
(ACCOBAMBIOP5/2013/Doc1l

RMTM1- The ACCOBAMS Survey Initiative

e An agreement was signed with ACCOBAMS, IUCN, French Agency for Marine P
Areasand RAC/SPA to appoint a project manager to help in developing the s
project and fund raising. A workshop gathering the scientists involved in the projec
held in Rome (16#17h November 2011, under the request of those scientists to fing
the project in including aerial surveys for some areas.

e The Secretariat was informed by the ACCOBAMS Chair of the Scientific Committes
a Survey to be conducted in the Black Sea in the frame of a EC DG MARE ¢
Cetacean surveys will be implementé&d the western Black Sea, including Bulga
Romania and Ukraine (comprehensive aerial and boat surveys).

t £ SHasS u@view Nthé ACCOBAMS cetacean Survey in the Central and |
Black Sed AGCOBAMBIOP5/2013/Inf0§

RMTM2- Populationstructure

A joint ECS/ACCOBAMS/ASCOBANS workshop will be organised during the 2013 Meeti
ECS. The objective was to provide an overview of the existing studies and gap analysis co
population structureand the outline of a work programme tsupport population structure
studies in the ACCOBAMS area for the subsequent quinquennium.

ttSFHasS MBpE&ioN sttudture @ next steps in the ACCOBAMSE ak@COBAMS
MOP5/2013/Doc2)L

During the Seventh Meeting of the Bureau the Scientffammittee was asked to prepare
recommendation on the identification of origin of cetaceans bred or kept in captivity that ¢
be presented by a Party to CITES in the Scientific Committee section. As it was too late
forthcoming CITES Meeting tee held in March 2013, this draft Resolution would have to
presented at the next Meeting of the CITES in 2016.

tfSIFAaS NBFSNI G2 GLRSYUGAFAOIGAZY 2F  0OS
MOP5/2013/Doc20)

RMTM4- RMTM9- Species Conservation Plans

e Concerningthe Mediterranean common dolphinferms of reference for a ney
composition of a Steering Committee for the conservation of Mediterranean com
dolphins were proposed during the Eighth Meeting of the ACCOBAMS Sci
Committee.

Please refer{ 2 al // h.!a{ 22Ny Ay 3 D NR dzLJa Iy
(ACCOBAMBIOP5/2013/Doc29)

e Concerning theMediterranean bottlenose dolphinMr. Guido Gnone was designated

general coordinator (to replace Ms. Caterina Fortuna).
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e Forthe/ dz@A SNIDa & She{laStRCM$ OPt (Bergen, Norway 2011)askeq
Scientific Committee to prepare a proposal to include the Ziphius in the Appendi
the CMS to be presented to the CMS MOP 11 in 2014. The proposal was sent to tf
Secretariat on September 2013.
PESIFasS NBRERIAG2 @2 AyOfdzRS GKS / dzdA SN
(ACCOBAMBIOP5/2013/Doc19)

e AboutBlack Sea cetaceanthe Secretariat participated to the 98Vieeting of the Black
Sea Commission (28 November 2012, Istanbul, Turkey)n the occasion of thg
signature of a MoU between both Secretariats a list of concrete activities
established according to the decisions of the BSC Parties.

RMTM10- Bycatch and interaction with fisheries

On the occasion of the 86GFCM Commission (@49 May 2012, Marrakech, Morocco) a Mq
was signed between the GFCM and ACCOBAMS Secretandtgernational Workshopn By

Catch was organized -& December 2011, Antalya, Turkey) bythe GFCM in collaboration
the ACCOBAMS Sea@sét.

A project coordinated by the ACCOBAMS Secretariat and the Secretariat of the G
CAAKSNAS&a 6DC/auv 2y OSiGlI OSky o06&0OI GOK I yH
preparation. The Regional Activity Centre for Specially ProtectedsArethe Mediterranean
Action Plan is partner to the project.
As a first step, the project is implemented in the Western Mediterranean with a view tow
extending this experience to the rest of the area of competence of ACCOBAMS and
National partnes associated to this project are from Algeria, France, Morocco, Spair]
Tunisia. The total budgetis 622n n € 0 T MAVA Hobidation.

t I NIOAOdzZ  NJ SYLIKIF&aaa acKklkff 0S LI OSR 2y
information and awarenesand technology transfer.

RMTM11- Anthropogenic Noise

e Noise Working Groufuring the last Meeting of the Parties, the Resolution 4.17 (Guide
to address the impact of anthropogenic noise on Cetaceans in the ACCOBAMS ar
adopted with thetask for the Working Group to go ahead with this issue. The compositi
the Working Group was approved by the Seventh Meeting of the ACCOBAMS S¢
Committee and Yanis Souami was designated as coordinator.
The main role of the Working Group wasdinplify and clarify Guidelines to facilitate thg
implementation by the Parties and shipping operators, in particular by providing inform
about mitigation technologies and management measures as well as their effectivene
cost.

The year 2011 as dedicated to contact humerous Organisations and make them a
about the Guidelines.

A joint Working Group with ASCOBANS was created accordingly to the ACCOBAMS
Committee recommendation and on the occasion of th& ASCOBANS Advisory Caithee
Meeting (1923 March 2012).

After collecting opinion from different actors (industries, states, scientists, NGOs
others), a working platform was created in 2012 to exchange documents on noise wi
view of preparing a synthesis.

¢CKS o/ tdMAGENMISaCNI Yol Adaés g1 & FLILINRBI OKSH

e During the Eighth Meeting of the Scientific Committee, it was decided to appo
consultant for providing a bibliographic synthesiACCOBAMBIOP5/2013/Doc22
Anthropogenic noisand marine mammals: review of the effort in addressing the impa
anthropogenic underwater noise in the ACCOBAMS and ASCOBANSradteamsulting o
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noiseproducers ACCOBAMBIOP5/2013/Doc23: Implementation of underwater nois
mitigation measures by industries: Operational and economical consfraints

e According to the decision of the Parties HKlethodological guide (ACCOBAMS
MOP5/2013/Doc24:Methodological guide: Guidance on Underwater Noisdigsliion
Measure$ was preparedthanks to a Voluntary Contribution of the Principality of Mona]
by the coordinator of the Working Group. It aims to improve and facilitate the use o
Guidelines to Address the Impact of Anthropogenic Noise on Cetadeatne ACCOBAM
Area.

e Cuvier's beaked whaledn November 2011, a petroleum company and naval exercises
military fleet have deployed some exercises in the lonian Sea. As usual, national str
networks have been put in alert. In the same time, an atypical mass stranding of C
beaked whées, Ziphius cavirostrisoccurred on the western shores of the Greek islang
Corfu. Consequently to this event, the Permanent Secretariat approached the UN
Secretariat in order to collect information on other similar events. The Division for ¢
Affairs and the Law of the Sea (DOALOS) informed the Secretariat that they do not
information on stranding events and that they would be pleased to reflect in future re
relevant information received from ACCOBAMS.

e During the Eighth Meeting dhe Scientific Committee, a statement of concern was prepe
about the ongoing seismic survey work in the area of the Hellenic Trench an
ACCOBAMS Secretariat was requested to transmit it to the appropriate authoritie
companies.

e The ACCOBAMS S8#ariat attended the Sixteenth Meeting of the Subsidiary Body
Scientific, Technical And Technological Advice (30 @pnihay 2012, Montreal, Canada) a
more precisely the Side Event on the impacts of underwater noise on marine and ¢
biodiversty (please refer to section 11).2

RMTM12- Ship strikes

In the frame of the support of the REPCET programme, the Secretariat is undertaki
OGNl yatlradazy 2F | atdzRe 2y aGKS S@IFfdzd GA3
AYVOSNYFGA2yFEte AYLIESYSYGdSR (2 NBRaO®ll bé
distributed to the scientific community and will be available on the web site.

The Secretariat c@ NAIF YAASR gAGK tSfl32a {SONBGFN
LINSaSyidlFdAz2y 2F w9t/ 9¢ aeadasSyé Ay GKS TNJ

RMTM13- Whale watching

A training on the Label for operators from France and Monaco was organised by Pelagos
during spring 2012 (8 April 2012) in collaboration with ACCOBAMS.

Thanks to a voluntary contribution from Franeefeasibility study for developing pilot projects
whale watching was carried out in Morocco and Tunisia in 2012. The results of the studie
presented at the 2012 Forum of Mediterranean MPAs (Antalya, Turke®826ovember 2012)
The Secretariat i AF G SR 02y Gl Ol 6AGK ¢ 9 @HIBYIOKNI bl
(http://www.marcopolo.asso.fr) with the view to develop synergies between their activitieg
promoting ecotourism and pescatourim and the activities supported by ACCOBAM
developingsustainable whale watching activities in Tunisia and Morocco (component 2 ¢
project coordinated by ACCOBAMS and GFCM, please refer to RMTM 10).
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RMTM14- Responses to emergency situations

Please refer to the item RMTM11

Some countries expressed their interest to be trained on necropsies. The training is pen(
the availability of 2 carcasses. As of October 2013, 4 trainings organised: in Bulgaria,;
Morocco and TunisiRlease refer to 11.2

RMTM15- Marine Protected Areas

Ly GKS FTNIYS 2F GKS O2f f | 62 Nlfdi the Bstabfishniekt ani
alyr3asSySyid 2F alNAYyS tNRPRGSOGSR ! NBlFa F2NJ
The Permanent Secretariat continued to strengthen collaboration with International bodies
as MEDPAN (a MoU was signed) and IUCN. The Permanent Secretariat was part of the o
of the 2012 Forum of Mediterranean MPAs that was held end of NoverBb&2 in Antalya
(Turkey). On this occasion, the Secretariat organized two events on the whale watching ag
as a tool for promoting sustainable tourism and for raising environmental awareness i
MPAs.

A manual for MPAs managers was preparedtfpiwith MedPAN and RAC/SHAis manual ig
aimed at supporting MPA managers to take into consideration the cetacean component ir
management.

A workshop was convened in April 2013, at ECS in Portugal in spring 2013 on MPA mang
(please refer to 112).

The Secretariat was also present at IMPAC 3 in Marseill@s Zictober 2013, to support th
inclusion of the cetacean conservation element in the wider process of MPA development.

RMTM17- Climate Change

During the first semester 2014,veorkshop is planned to be organized in collaboration with
RAC/SPA and the participation of other regional instruments to address the climate c
issues and their impacts on the migratory species (turtles and cetaceans) in the Bla
MediterraneanSeas.
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II.2 - Communication, awareness and capacity building

National Action Plans on cetacean conservation

TheNational Action Plans for cetacean conservation for Algeria is in preparation.
In Morocco the National Action Plantsing finalised.

Training for cetacean necropsies

The Secretariat started to set up a training regarding the necropsies of cetacear
veterinarians or scientists usually involved in this task:

o The first training took place in Bulgaria (July 2012)

e The second in Morocco (January 2013)

e The third in Cyprus (June 2013)

e The fourth in Tunisia (June 2013)
It plans to be continued in 2014 in Countries asking for such training that have opportur]
collect and store one or two cetacean carcasses fromaading.
This training is also aimed to reinforce capacity building and help in implementing better
the Guidelines regarding the best practices and procedures for dealing with mass mg
events due to chemical pollution, noise and pathogeniaége

Second Biennial Conference on Cetacean Conservation in South Mediterranean Countries
(CSMC 2, 124 October 2011, El Jadida, Morocco)

The Organisation of this Conference came from a need expressed by the Scientific Comm
this region. TheConference was organised with the aim to assess the knowledge acquir
cetaceans in the South and East Mediterranean, identify potential gaps and stimulat
development of conservation actions in order to promote the implementation of the ACCOY
Ageement.

The Second Conference was organised in collaboration with the Department of Ma
Fisheries of Morocco, the University Chouaib Doukkali (UCD) and the "Réseau Natio
Sciences et Technigues de la Mer" (REMER). This Conference benefitethérdmancial
support of the Regional Activity Center for Specially protected Areas (UNEP/MAP/RAC/S
the Principality of Monaco.

About sixty participants from 7 Mediterranean countries took part to the Confere
Participants were scientiststudents, PhD candidates and administrators from environme
national agencies.

The Conference discussions and presentations were based on five round tables, a poster
and a formation workshop on a dolphin necropsy. Subjects of the round tabkre:
GLYGSNI OtAzya o06SiGsSSy OSGlFOStkya |yR Kdzyl
Gal NAySa tNRPGIGSOGSR ! NBlFa¢sx ablaAazytrt 1 O

Please refer to document ACCOBAMSt pK HAMO KLY Fno sdronStie2S6008
. ASYYALt /2yFSNByOS 2y /SiGlF OSly [/ 2yaSNDI
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Cetacean sighting database

An expert (Tilen Genov) continues his work on the ACCOBAMS initiative to contribute
representative cetacean datasets from the Mediterranean and Black Seas regions in
SEAMAP.

¢KS {SONBGINARFG YSO GKS wSLINBaSydaldAags
September 2012, to talk about perspectives of INTERCET. INTERCET-GIS amtlicationlt
joins together the GIS technology and the Web logic of sharing data and information. (
refer to the section of the Report of the Scientific Committee).

The ACCOBAMS Permanent Secretariat is implementing an interactive database. The aif
project is to collect the main and most important information of the ACCOBAMS Perm
Secretariat and transpose them to multiple GIS layers. Our layers present: the scientific p
that have been realized with the distribution of the Cetaceans, theildaProtected areas tha
have an interest for the Cetaceans, the whale watching activities in the area, and many|
information in relation with the objectives of the Agreement.

Public awareness and communication material

-The Permanent Secretariat developed new communication material:

CDs, posters, relip panels presenting the Agreement and its activities on the occasig
various international meetings have also been edited.

- The UNEP/MAP/RAC/SPA, in collaboratiorh wiite Secretariat, published a booklet on t
Guidelines for Marine Protected Areas issued from the ACCOBAME3/2007/Res 3.2
adopted by Contracting Parties.

The Principality of Monaco invited the Permanent Secretariat to present the Agreement agf
G2 GKS annwmn "M&218"dxuglsE P02 % Yedsw South Korea), under the the
GThe Living Ocean and Coast: diversity of resources and sustainable actibities

CKFyla 2 GKS adzZd}R2 NI 2F GKS a2 KI fe§aunggpéblic
was created.

11.3 - Meetings

’ Representation of ACCOBAMS

Since the Fourth Meeting of the Parties (November 2010), the Permanent Secretariat was

represented to meetings and workshops in order to liaise with other Organisations aticetmthen

collaboration.
During these contacts, the Secretariat presented the activities of the Agreement, disseminated
information material and investigated with the Country representatives ways of strengthening

cooperation for the implementation of ACBAMS.

Since last Meeting of the ACCOBAMS Bureau, Permanent Secretariat participated to:

- 23%Regular Meeting of the Commission on the Protection of the Black Sea Against Pollution

(25-26 January 2011, Istanbul, Turkey)
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13" Session of the Scientific Advisory Committee of the GFGML (February 2011,
Marseille, France) and 85General Fisheries Commission for the Mediterraneati4May
2011, Rome, ltaly)

25" Annual Conference of theuropean Cetacean Soci€Bi-23 March 2011, Cadiz, Spain)

Knowledge and conservation of submarine canyons of the Mediterrane&?v 2&pril 2011,
Monaco)

5™ Scientific and Technical Committee of Pelagos Sanctuary (13 MayM6faco)
18" ASCOBANS Advisory Committe6 (day 2011, Bonn, Germany)
10" Meeting of Focal Points for SPAs-@l¥May 2011, Marseille, France)

2" Conference on Marine Protected Areas for Marine Mammald1(™November 2011,
Martinique)

Meeting organised by Corsica Mare Osservazzione on cetaceans (17th September 2011,
Corsica, France)

{SYAYINJ { F8a8F tNR2SOG 6a{dadtAyloAtArde 27
F2NJ OS i I-10 dpriv2a1d, Pdrtugal)

MEDPANSteeringCommittee of the activities related to capacity building of MPA managers
in the Mediterranean (26th September 2011, Marseille, France)

DOALOS Ad Hoc Opefended Informal Working Group to study issues relating to the
conservation and sustainable use mwiarine biological diversity beyond areas of national
jurisdiction (31 May 1 June 2011, New York, USA)

UNEP/MAP¢ Working group on Specially Protected Areas of Mediterranean Importance
(SPAMIS) (@ March 2011, Athens, Greece)

SAP BIO : follow up of tlieBD CoP 10. (4thth April 2011, Tunis, Tunisia)

UNEP/CMS Tenth Meeting of the Conference of the Parties to the Convention on the
Conservation of Migratory Species of Wild AnimalsZ2MNovember, Bergen, Norway). See
section Il

Convention on the Gwervation of European Wildlife and Natural HabitaBd* Meeting of
the Standing Committee (29 Novembet December 2011, Strasbourg, France)

GFCM- Scientific Advisory Committee (SAC), -Bammittee on Marine Environment and
Ecosystems (SCMEE), €ldmmittee on Stock Assessment (SCSA)TPansversal Working
Group on Bycatch (79 December 2011, Antalya, Turkey)

GFCM- Scientific Advisory Committee (SAC), -Bammittee on Marine Environment and
Ecosystems (SCMEE),-g&January 2012, Rome, Italy)

17" Ordinary Meeting of the Contracting Parties to the Convention for the Protection of the

Marine Environment and the Coastal Region of the Mediterranean and its Protoebls (8
February 2012, Paris, France)
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GFCM- Scientific Advisory Committee (SAR)urteenth Session,"2 Transversal Working
Group on Bycatch (2024 February 2012, Sofia, Bulgaria)

19" ASCOBANS Advisory CommitteeZ2March 2012, Galway, Ireland)

26" Annual Conference of th&uropean Cetacean Socief96-28 March 2012, Galway,
Ireland)

16™ Meeting of the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and Technological Advice under
the Convention on Biological DiversfB80 Aprilc 5 May 2012, Montreal, Canada)

GFCM 36" Session of the Commissie(il4-19 May 2012, Marrakesh, Morocco)

Workshop on the Application of the Ecosystem Approach by MAB{29ay 2012, Athens,
Greece)

Meeting on Management plan foFursiopstruncatusin Mediterranean Sea (23 May 2012,
Marseille, France)

ICCAT Sub Committee on ecosystemss(2uly 2012, Sete, France)

Fourth Meeting of SAP BIO Advisory Committee and Third Meeting of SAP BIO National
Correspondents (4 July 2012, MalagagiSp

15" AG FOMLR Meeting and workshop on Black Sea Cetaceans Protection / Conservation (4
5 September 2012, Istanbul, Turkey )

Convention on the Conservation of European Wildlife and Natural Habi#@tdMeeting of
the Group of Experts on Biodiversity and Climate Chang Qttober 2012, Strasbourg,
France)

7" Meeting of the Parties to ASCOBANSZ2Dctober 2012, Brighton, UK )

28" Regular Meeting of the Commission on the Protection of the Black Sea Against Pollution
(22-23 November 2012, Istanbul, Turkey)

MEDPAN- The 2012 forum of Marine Protected Areas in the Mediterranean-2@5
November 2012, Antalya, Turkey)

Meeting of theCorrespondence Group on GES and Targets Biodiversity and Fisheries Cluster
(7-8 February 2013, Roma, Italy)

GFCM- SubCommittee on Marine Environment and Ecosystems 1 February 2013,
Roma, Italy)

Joint GFCM BSC Workshop on IUU Fishing in tle& Bleg(25-27 February 2013, Istanbul,
Turkey)

Training course 2013 Shipping and cetaceang 2 dzF Tt SdzZNBE RQ9 OdzYS oOH )
Marseille, France)

27" Annual Conference of theuropeanCetacean Socie{2-3 April 2013, Setubal, Portugal)
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- Second Meeting of the GFCM Working Group on the Black Sea (WGBS P4l 2013,
Varna, Bulgaria)

- MedPANc 3 Meeting of the Advisory Committee (17 May 2013, Malaga, Spain)

- Ramoge Working groupn ICZM (28 May 2013 and 19 September 2013, Monaco)
- Fifth Conference of the Parties of Pelago$ @une 2013, Roma, Italy)

- MEDPOL National Focal Points Meetingq 28 June 2013, Barcelona, Spain)

- International Conference on "Sustainable Development Solutions for the Mediterranean
Region”, (&b July 2013 PontignarmSiena, Italy)

- Fourth meeting of National Correspondents of the SAP BIO (1st July 2013, Rabat, Morocco)
- Eleventh Meeting of Focal s for SPAs (8 July 2013, Rabat, Morocco)

- 20th Meeting of the ASCOBANS Advisory Comm(g&Q9 August 2013, Warsaw, Poland)

- Ramoge: Working group regarding public awareness (5 September 2013, Monaco)

- Training on INTERCET database (25 September 2013, Carry le Rouet, France)

- IMPAC 3 (2R4 September 2013, Marseilles, France)

- Sixth Meeting of Scientific and Technical Pelagos Committe@1(&ctober 2013, Monaco)

b) ’ Institutional meetings organisday the Agreement |

Scientific Committee Meetings
Seventh Meeting of the ACCOBAMS Scientific Committee3{2®arch 2011, Monaco)
Please refer to the Reference document ACCOBANMB2011/Doc29.

Eighth Meeting of the ACCOBAMS Scientific Committeel@Rovember 2012, Monaco)
Please refer to the Reference documé&€COBAMSC8/2012/Doc23

Bureau Meetings
Seventh Meeting of the ACCOBAMS Bureauld3ecember 2011, Monaco)
Please refer to the Reference document ACCOBBMB2011/Docl7

Eighth Meeting ofthe ACCOBAMS Bureau (12 December 2012, Monaco)
Please refer to the Reference documeé&xt COBAMBUS8/2012/Doc23

Second Meeting of the Extended Bureau of ACCOBAMSMay 2013, Monaco)
Please refer to the Reference documeé&f€COBAMBU-EXT2/2013/Doc23

Reaqional Workshops
During its Seventh Meeting (Monaco,-18 December 2011), the Bureau approved the organization

of a new set of Regional Workshops in 2012 and recommended to use the opportunity they offer to
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consult with the Focal Points about the prepton of the working programme for the next
triennium and about the ACCOBAMS Strategy.
FiveRegional Workshopsere organized in June 2012:

RWEa2 SadSNY aSRAGSNNELY Suhey2012, Huidymiadie?, ddénisiadlaly,
France, Monaco, Morocco, Spaind Portugal

RW2a/ SY G NFf aSRAGSWUBI4uBe 30122 HaNdainét, 2T udisi@roatia,

Italy, Malta, Montenegro, Sloven{ao representative from Albania);

RW3 a{ 2dzi KSNY aSRA (S NIStey Kihey2012, 2Hdihndame, LEunisia)
Algeiia, Egypt, Libya, Tunisia

RW4 69 AGSNY aSRAGSN2RY Rihey2012, Askihbal K Rulkddy): Greece,
Lebanon (no representative from Cyprus and Syria)

RW5a. £ O1 { SI -2920nk 20K22I4t3nbuld Turkey): Bulgaria, Georgia, Romania,
Ukraine.

11.4 - Projects

a) Call for proposals of projects under the Supplementary Conservation Grants fund

During their Second Meeting (Palma de Mallorca, Spain, November 2004), Parties to AC(C
decided to establish a Supplementary Conservation Grants Fund. This Fund is based on v
contributions from Parties or any other source in order to help devielp Countries ang
Countries with economies in transition in the implementation of the Agreement.

In order to ensure more transparency in the process for granting funds to projects undg
Additional Conservation Grants Fund, the Secretariat preparedllafor proposals of project
under the Supplementary Conservation Grants fund that was welcomed by the Seventh S¢
Committee Meeting (Monaco, 231 March 2011) and by the Bureau.

2011: This document was sent to all Focal Points and all ACCOB#&ME&r®in May 2011. Th
Secretariat received 6 projects. After evaluation from the Scientific Committee and B
decisions, wo different projects on photo identification were supported in Bulgaria
Romania.

2012: The document was sent to all Fod¢aints and all ACCOBAMS Partners in August 2
The new call for proposals addresses Capacity Building issues. The Secretariat received 9
7 are eligible. During the Eighth Meeting of the ACCOBAMS Scientific Committee (MorR&6(
November 201 the Scientific Committee recommended that the process of reviey
proposals submitted under the present tender should be postponed until after the BY
Meeting.

b) Module on cetacean conservation

The education of future decision makers and professionals to issues related to the
environment is the primary objective of the project, organised with the support of the It
Ministry of Environment. The teaching module is designed to enrichestistl knowledge in
cetacean conservation through a multidisciplinary approach and is primarily aimed at tr
scientists from all Frenebpeaking countries of the Agreement area. The module of cetg
represents 30 hours of training on the followingrit:

- species of cetaceans (identification, anatomy, physiology, adaptation, parasitology, etc.)

- threats to cetaceans (interaction, pollution, collisions, noise, etc.)

- study skills (observation/ rating population, pheigtentification, passivacousticsetc.)

- legal and legislative framework on the conservation of cetaceans.

Scientific Masters for this project have been identified in the Frespraking countries of th
Agreement (Algeria, France, Lebanon, Morocco, and Tunisia). More thahumded students
already received teaching from the ACCOBAMS module of cetology. Relevant professo
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each Country are going to be appointed to follow the implementation of the process.
Courses contents were translated in English in order to staet implementation in Englis
speaking Universities next triennium.

Country City University Faculty Dates
Algeria Oran EsSénia Oran Faculty of science October / November 2012
France Corte Pascal Paoli Faculty of science December 2013

Beyrouth | Saint Joseph Faculty of science March 2013
Lebanon

Jounieh SaintEsprit de Kaslik| Faculty of science March 2013

Tunis TunisCarthage !Pj:it;;Natlonal Agronomique dg March 2013
Tunisia

Tunis TunisCarthage Faculty of science March 2013

Tanger Abdelmalek Essaadi| Faculty of science et Technology October 2012
Morocco

El Jadida | Chouaib DOUKKALI| Faculty of science October 2012

c) Project regardinghreatened marine species: mitigating the impacts of fishing activiti

The Secretariat is developing of a project within the area of cooperation between the
Secretariats of the Agreement on the Conservation of Cetaceans of the Black Sea,
Mediterranean Sea and Contiguous Atlantic A@&COBAMS) and the General Fisheries
Commssion of the Mediterranean (GFCM).
The aim: to improve conservation of threatened marine species, such as cetaceans, turtles
seabirds, in fishery activities in the Mediterranean.
Based on the relevant decisions adopted by the Riparian Countries bfabigerranean within
regional cooperation bodies (ACCOBAMS Resolutions and GFCM recommendations), the
projects intends to:
e mitigate negative interactions between threatened species and fishery activities ang
also,
o decrease the pressure on species throubé tiversification of sma#icale fishermen
activities by promoting ecotourism.
t I NIAOdzZ F NJ SYLKIaAra akKlrtf oS LXIFOSR 2y
information and awareness and technology transfer.
The project received a support froMAVA Foundation The total budgetis622 nne O T
MAVA Foundation). Particular emphasis shall be placed on fishermen capacity building, n
F dzi K2ZNRGASAQ AYTF2NXNIGA2Y FYR gk NBySaa |

d) Development of a regional programme for assessing and reducing the impact of gh
fishing on marine biodiversity

According to the ACCOBAMS Conservation plan, the Secretariat is working on a developm
regional programme for assessing and reducing the impact of ghost fishing on n
biodiversity, in particular fishes, cetaceans and turtles, in the Mediternaraeal Black Seas
Aim: to assess and reduce ghost fishing in the Mediterranean and Black Seas for streng
the conservation of marine biodiversity, in particular fishes, cetaceans, and sea turtles.
Objectives:

e To improve data collection for assessthg quantity of derelict fishing gears in the
Mediterranean and Black Seas and their impact on marine biodiversity (and associz
financial costs);

e To promote the retrieval of lost fishing gears;

e To prevent abandonment, loss and the discarding of fispeays at sea.

Strengthening collaboration between global and regional intergovernmental organizg
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interested in the issue of ghost fishing or marine debris in general will be pursued as a
cutting objective of the project to ensure better synemyd to optimize efforts.

I1.5 - National Report on line

In accordance with Resolution 4.6 the Secretariat launched the preparation of the new version of the
online reporting system of ACCOBAMS and to feed the related databases with information contained

in the national reports to ACCOBAMS and to other relevamtventions (CMS, Barcelona
Convention, CBD, GFCM). Since 25 April 2012 the system is available on the ACCOBAMS web site and
the Parties are invited to review the information it contains, to complete and update it as
appropriate.

[l - COLLABORATION WIODHHER ORGANISATIONS.

I.1- CMS

Please refer to RMTMARMTMS- Species Conservation Plans

The last CMS Conference of the Parties (Bergen, Norway 2011) asked the ACCOBAMS Scientific
/I 2YYAGOGSS G2 LINBLI NB | LINR LJ2 a | G2 AyOfdzRS GKS
cavirostris) in the Appendix 1 (granting to this species the endangdeddsy of the CMS to be

presented to the CMS COP 11 in 2014 (please refer to ACCABANMS2013/Docl9 #roposal to

Ay Of dzRS GKS / dz@ASNR& o6SF1SR 6KIHES Ay 'yySE L 27
the document on the Scientific Coundilorkspaceas a Wiki, allowing the users to make comments if

they wish

The final document needs to be submitted by an ACCOBAMS/ CMS Party at least 150 days before the
COP. Assuming the COP vele place in early November (not confirmed yet), this would be around

the end of May 2014.

[11.2- ASCOBANS

Please refer to RMTM2Population structure, RMTM1:1Anthropogenic Noise, RMTM13Marine
Protected Areas
The Secretariat regularly participate® the institutional meetings of ASCOBANS and joint
intercessional activities are undertaken:
- joint work on noise disturbances
- joint ACCOBAMS/ASCOBANS Working Group on the Marine Strategy Framework Directive
-joint ECS/ASCOBANS/ACCOBAMS Workshop en Intiplementation of the Cetacean
Component of the Habitats Directive in EU Member States (24 March 2012)
- joint ECS/ACCOBAMS/ASCOBANS Workshop on Population Structure (ECS, 2013)
- joint ECS/ACCOBAMS/ASCOBANS Workshop on the Challenge of spatiallygnceteggans
a highly mobile animal group (ECS, 2013)

The last COP of ASCOBANS adopted a resolution presented by France and UK focusing on the
collaboration between both instruments. Relevant items were identified concerning activities to be
developed in the common area: by catch, ship strikes, populatiarctsire, strandings events.

In addition, the last ASCOBANS Advisory Committee (Warsaw, Pola2@l A2igust 2013) proposed

to extent the Noise Working Group to the Convention on the Conservation of Migratory Species of
Wild Animals (UNEP/CMS) with apprepely amended Terms of Reference (please refer to the
Document ACCOBAMEBOP5/2013/Doc29).
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I11.3. CBD

The Secretariat participated to the 8neeting of the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and
Technological Advice under the Convention on Biological Diversity (3G;Apkay 2012, Montreal,

Canada).

On this occasion, the Secretariat presented the work carried by ACCOBAMS in ordielrédssa
underwater noise issue during a side event conveneddat @ HnamMH 2y aLYLI} Oda 2
b2aAasS 2y alNARYS |yR /2tadtatt . A2RAQGSNEAGEY Df 20l f
convened jointly by the CBD Secretariat and the CMS taeatein collaboration with UNEP, OSPAR
Secretariat, ASCOBANS Secretariat, ACCOBAMS Secretariat and Ocean Noise Coalition. It discussed
the impacts of underwater noise on marine and coastal biodiversity and habitats in the view of
facilitating internatioral and regional cooperation on addressing this issue.

The eleventh meeting of the Conference of the Partiesq®&ctober, Hyderabad, India) adopted two
decisions on marine and coastal biodiversity, namely on:

- Ecologically and biologically significameas (EBSAS). In this decision, the CBD COP 11 took
note of the Mediterranean Synthesis Report and its conclusion regarding the continuation of
the work in close cooperation with Mediterranean countries and relevant organizations, in
order to finalize thedescription of areas that meet the criteria for ecologically or biologically
significant marine areas in the Mediterranean region. CBD COP 11 also took note of the
particular need for a regional workshop to be organized in the Mediterranean region in orde
to finalize the description of areas that meet the criteria for ecologically or biologically
significant marine areas in time for its report to be considered by a meeting of the Subsidiary
Body on Scientific, Technical and Technological Advice pridretdvielfth meeting of the
Conference of the Parties. The Secretariat will maintain contact with UNEP/MABIRAC
which initiates this initiative in 2009 to be part of the forthcoming regional workshop.

- Other matters related to marine and coastal biodivgrs This decision addresses the
biodiversity concerns in sustainable fisheries, the issue of impacts of anthropogenic
underwater noise on marine and coastal biodiversity and the issue of impacts of marine
debris on marine and coastal biodiversity.

I1l.4. European Commission

The Secretariat presented relevant activities carried out by ACCOBAMS to DG Environment and DG
MARE (1011 July 2012, Bruxelles, Belgium). MFSD issues were more specially considered. The
Secretariat met als&C Directorate Gener&br Development and Cooperation to discuss possible
ways to collaborate.

Contact was made with a Member of the European Parliament to discuss the issue of oil exploration
activities in the Hellenic Trench.
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[ll. 5. Mediterranean ActiorPlan (MAP)

a) Implementation of the Ecosystem Approach

At their last Ordinary Meeting {80 February 2012, Paris, France), the Parties to the Barc
Convention adopted Decision 1G.20/4 related to the implementation of the MAP ecosy
approach roadmapACCOBAMS is mentioned in an operative paragraph of the Decision r
to the preparation of an integrated monitoring program in cooperation with regional compe
organizations.

ACCOBAMS attended a workshop organized by MAP on the Application of tegstBog
Approach (2980 May 2012, Athens, Greece) and informed the meeting about Resolutio
related to the ACCOBAMS contribution to the implementation of the Marine Strategy Framg
Directive (MSFD). Considering the convergence between the MSFD auhglementation of
alt S02a2adSY FLIWNRIOK NRIFIRYILE |yR 02vya
the next steps of the ECAP process, the Secretariat of the ACCOBAMS confirmed its int
participate to the Coordinating Group as well asthhe Working Group on Good Environmen
Status (GES) and Targets, in particular to theZ30hR dzLJa at 2€ €t dziA 2y |y
YR CAaAKSNASass GKFG oAttt oS SaidlofAakKSR
Please refer ttACCOBAMS ht p K H N M o Ragi@p&immof ACCOBMAVio the Ecosystem
I LILINR | OK t NP OSaaé

b) REMPEC

Following the17" Ordinary Meeting of the Contracting Parties to the Barcelona Convel
(Paris, 810 February 2012), the ACCOBAMS Secretariat confirmeidtérest of ACCOBAMS
being involved in theWNorking Group that will be established for drafting an action plar
implement the Offshore Protocol pursuant Decision 1G.20/12.

c) MEDPOL

During the last Ordinary Meeting of the Parties to the Barcelona Conventid@ @ebruary
2012, Paris, France) the ACCOBAMS Permanent Secretariat took note of the Decision

NBIFNRAY3I (GKS a! R2LIGAZ2Y 2F (KS B¥rSyiisax0
At this occasion, the ACCOBAMS Permanent Secretariat has expressed its wish to col
with MEDPOL and more particularly regarding the objectives one and five as the ACC
Conservation Plan (Annex Il to the Agreement).

d) RAC/SPA

Pursuant Decision 1G.20/4 adopted at the" Ordinary Meeting of the Contracting Parties to t
Barcelona ConventignRAC/SPA is initiating the SAP BIO updating process. ACCOB
contributing to the process as a Member of the SAP BIO Advisory Committee

In addition, RAC/SPA will continue activities related to the development of MPAs in oper|
including the deep seas. ACCOBAMS will continue to be part of the process as a Membe
project Steering Committee.

tfSFrasS NBFSNI (2 wac¢a mpmadua foNAPKsSmanadeRs ivas Qrie
jointly with MedPAN and RAC/SHAis manual is aimed at supporting MPA managers to

into consideration the cetacean component in MPA management.

. 5. BSC

The ACCOBAMS Secretariat signed Memorandum of Collaboration with the Black Sea Commission
Secretariat (ACCOBAMS SRagional Coordination Unit for Black Sea Countries) on the occasion of
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the 28" Black Sea Commission Meeting{223° November 2012, Istbul Turkey). A joint Working
programme will be soon defined to develop concrete activities.

lll. 6. GFCM

The ACCOBAMS Secretariat signed a MoU with the GFCM Secretariat at the occasion Bf the 36
Commission Meeting of the GFCM (Marrakech, May 20i2pdd, Parties to ACCOBAMS invited
regularly the Secretariat to develop collaboration with the GFCM and to establish a MoU if relevant.
Both Secretariats are participating mutually to technical and institutional meetings. Currently the
main item of collabration is the assessment and mitigation of bycatch.
The 38' GFCM Commission, adopted two Recommendations of importance for ACCOBAMS:

- Recommendatiomn mitigation of incidental catches of cetaceans in the GFCM area

- Recommendation on the establishmentafet of minimum standards for bottoset gillnet

fisheries for turbot and conservation of cetaceans in the Black Sea

lll. 7. RAMOGE

The ACCOBAMS Secretariat participated in Meetings of two working groups:
- Working group orintegrated Coastal Zoridanagement,
- Working group on public awareness

lll. 8. Pelagos

See section 1.1 RMTM213Vhale watching The new Executive Secretary, Mrs Fannie Dubois was
appointed by the 3 Pelagos Parties. The Secretariat started exchanges to identify activities based on
collaboration between both Secretariats decided by the common Parties.

1. 9. IUCN

An agreementwas signed with ACCOBAMS, IUCN, French Agency for Marine Protected Areas and
RAC/SPA to appoint a project manager to help in developing the survey project and fund raising. For
administrative reasons the process was delayed. The Secretariat is stilhgvéiti an official
statement from French Agency for Marine Protected Areas.

111.10. MEDPAN

MedPAN is the network of managers of marine protected areas in the Mediterranean. The objective
of the network is to improve the effectiveness of marine protecimeas management in the
Mediterranean.

The MedPAN network today counts over 29 members, mainly managers of marine protected areas
from the entire Mediterranean basin, and 16 partners that are keen to contribute to the
strengthening of the network.

The ACCOBAMS Secretariat signed a Memorandum of Collaboration with MedPAN in March 2012 in
order to:
- Promote the establishment of a representative network of MPAs, in particular through the
establishment of MPAs important for cetaceans conservation

122



- Develop capeity building activities for MPA managers on issues related to cetaceans
conservation.

In addition, MedPAN adopted the system of call of proposals for projects to be developed in MPAs. In
order to avoid duplication both Secretariats will exchange on phgjects received envisaging if
relevant to share the financial support.

MedPAN cenrganizied with RAC/SPA a Forum on MPAs, held in Antalya, Turk2§, N&vember
2012. Please refer tBMTM15- Marine Protected Areagt manual for MPAs managers was prepared
jointly with MedPAN and RAC/SHAIis manual is aimed at supporting MPA managers to take into
consideration the cetacean component in MPA management.
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ANNEX IXReport of the Chair of the Scientific
Committee and Recommendations
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REPORT OF THE CHAIR OF THE SCIENTIFIC COMMITTEE AND RECOMMENDATIONS
(2011-2013)

The MOP4 mandated the Scientific Committee to develop activities during the- 2Bl triennium, in
collaboration with Sub Regional Coordination Units, ACCOBAMS Secretariat and Partners.

Two Scientific Committee Meetings were held during the triennk0h1-2013:
Seventh Meeting of the ACCOBAMS Scientific Committe€3{2®larch 2011, Monaco)
Please refer to the Reference document ACCOBANME2011/Doc29.

Eighth Meeting of the ACCOBAMS Scientific Committeel@ Blovember 2012, Monaco)
Please refer to th Reference docume®CCOBAMSC8/2012/Doc23.

The composition of the Scientific Committee was as follow:

CIESM
e BIRKUN Alexei, (Chair)
e RIDOUX Vincent, CIESM (Mideir)
e KEREM Dani,
¢ NOTARBARTOLO DI SCIARA Giuseppe,
e OZTURK Ayaka,

Regionalepresentatives:
¢ BAKER, Mohamed (Eastern Mediterranean, alternate),
e BEAUBRUN, Pierre (Western Mediterranean and contiguous Atlantic area, alternate),
e BOUTIBA, Zitouni (Western Mediterranean and contiguous Atlantic area),
o BRADAI, Mohamed Nejmeddine (Central Mediterranean, alternate),
e HOLCER, Drasko (Central Mediterranean),
¢ IBRAHIM, Ameer (Eastern Mediterranean),
o KRIVOKHIZHIN, Sergey (Black Sea),
¢ MIKHAILOV, Konstantin (Black Sea, alternate),

ECS: PANIGADA Simone,
IUCN Med: TROYA Antonio,
IWC: DONOVAN Greg.

1. - Main activities on Research and Conservation

RMTM1- The ACCOBAMS Survey Initiative

A preliminary survey in the NortWWestern part of the Black Seahas been carried out in sum
2013. The projectii A 1 f SR W{ 0 dzRASa F2NJ OF NNBEAyYy 3 2dzi
LYLI OGa 2y [/ SGFOSlIyYy t20LdzZ dAz2ya Ay (KS

by the MacAlister Elliott & Partners Ltd. (MEP, United Kingdom) and funded ljirénetorate
General for Maritime Affairs and Fisheries (DG MARE) of the European Commission. Bot
and vessel based surveys have been conducted in the waters of Bulgaria, Romania and U}
I O02NRAY3 (2 GKS LINE 2SO sl begpiedtited il2014. > NIB
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RMTM2- Population structure

A workshop on cetacean population structure was organized following a decision ¢
ACCOBAMS Parties on the advice of its Scientific Committee to identify key research p
within the ACCOBAMS area that would elucidate population structure of therntetacean
species in the region and support their conservation and management.

The principal aim of the workshop was to identify and combine different approache
investigate cetacean population structure, and to promote a multidisciplinary apprtaough
the collaboration of different research groups in the ACCOBAMS Agreement area, to help i
management units for the different species that occur regularly.

The workshop agreed on the benefit of combining multiple approaches in populatioctiste
assessments, and on the vital importance of identifying Management Units for conservat
also agreed on the need to identify different types of data, and stressed the importan
consideration of their relative strengths and limitations, aalvas sampling issues that can affe
interpretation of the results. Furthermore, it was underlined the important role t
oceanographic features play on population structure processes and migratory routes.
During the final discussion, several speciad &ssues were identified for immediate attentig
with respect to investigating population structure. The participants underlined the importan
examine the status of shotieaked common dolphins particularly in Greek waters, follow
marked declinesni the Eastern Mediterranean, and to investigate the possibility that the spé
KFa Y2@SR AylGi2 RAFFSNByld aSlk NBFado wiaa
priority attention, given its relatively low abundance and patchy distribut@pparent strong
AAGS FTARStAGE FTNRY LK2G2nL5 addzRASas adzA3
management units.

Killer whales in the Strait of Gibraltar and Gulf of Cadiz were considered a population in n
urgent conservation intevention due to its small size and relatively high mortality rate. Furt
study of individuals from both Gibraltar and the Atlantic are important to elucidate populd
structure.

Harbour porpoises in the ACCOBAMS Agreement Area were also deemeddirofnesgent
attention. Evidence that the isolated Black Sea population had experienced a severe (
bottleneck in the last 30 years correlated with an observed marked decline in abundance
it all the more important to investigate the genetics dietsmall number of animals reported
recent times from the neighbouring Aegean Sea.

/| dz&dA SNRa o0SF{SR ¢KIfS Aa y20KSNJ aSRAGSN,
habitat preferences. At present, nothing is known of its population structure, and the work
recommended that attention be paid to DNA sampling of indivisifeom within its various
hotspots.

Finally, the knowledge of the genetic identity of fin whales within different regions of
Mediterranean remains equivocal, with some evidence indicating genetic isolation fron
Atlantic and other evidence sugdig interchange between the two regions.
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RMTM3- RMTM9- Species Conservation Plans

Tursiops

In 2012, under the direction of Caterina Fortuna, the swbas coordinators were asked
process an extended report on th&tatus of the bottlenose dolphin, according to the dé
available.

A total of 10 contributions were received from 13 sateas (2, 3, 5, 6, 7, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13).
overall pattern shows an inhomogeneous and fragmented picture: only faseds were ald@ to
produce a proper distribution analysis (presence/absence) of Tt within their geograj
borders; only 4 suareas were able to produce an abundance estimate of Tt within their bor
and only in two cases these estimates seem to be reliable angseptative of the entire sub
area (subkareas 2 and 5).

Following this first step, a short questionnaire was sent to all theasehs coordinators, askin
for their perception in relation to the bottlenose status in each suba. We received 1
completeanswers from 13 suhbreas (1, 2, 4, 5, 6, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13).

The bottlenose dolphin is considered as a regular species in all thareab. It is considere
stable in 5 sulareas (2, 4, 6, 10a, 13); decreasing in 2-a&@as (10b, 11); increasing 2nsub
areas (1, 5). In three sudreas (8, 9, 12) the coordinators have no idea of possible trends
attached report for complete results).

Data shortage seems to be a problem in most of the-axgas. However, at least in some cas
it is not clear fi the effort to aggregate all the data available was profitable. The dispersig
data and the difficulty to aggregate these in a rationale system may be a common prob
several sukareas.

Ziphius
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Committee.

The Scientific Committee has considered recent efforts produced by Ana Cafiadas and coll
to map highly used areas by beaked whales in the Mediterranean Sea and focused attentic
the need to identifysensitive areas. The Permanent Secretariat was asked to prepare, with
guidance from the authors, a fact sheet based on this study to communicate on this issue
targeting in particular decision makers, navy sector and the general public.

The Scientific Commtée suggested also that a sigent on this issue could be organized on
this issue at the next MOP.

The Scientific Committee developed a Statement of Concern about Atypical Mass Strandin
Beaked Whales in the lonian Sea, which had been sent togog#k in March 2012, but at the
time of the Scientific Committee meeting had received no feedback. A drafting group (Gius
Notarbartolo di Sciara, Natacha Aguilar, Ana Cafiadas, Alexandros Frantzis, Nicolas Entruj
Lewis and Walter Zimmer) were ahad to draft, by January 2013, a Recommendation
reiterating the elements of the previous relevant recommendations from Scientific Committs
the Statement of Concern as well as new information if available. The recommendation wa
reviewed, revised ahendorsed by the Scientific Committee and submitted towards the Bure
It contained sound information which is suitable to be used as a fact sheet and background
briefing towards decision makers.

I Ja{ ! LIWSYRAE L fAa&adAy3 lelinskbedd Subrhittedtd the CM
Scientific Council workspace for comment, and it is hoped that a CMS Party or several
would formally sponsor the listing proposal and submit it to the CMS Secretariat at least 15
before the next Meeting of th€ MS Conference of the Parties in late 2014.
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Fin whale

The fin whale is a highly mobile, pelagic cetacean found at its highest regional concentrat
(KS y2NIK6SAGSNY aSRAGSNNI ySHYy FyR LI NI
During the last few years, evidence was provided that fin whalesuro in important
O2yOSYiN)rGA2ya ¢Sttt o0Se2yR (GKS {IyOildza NB
towards the Balearic Islands, where in fact models predicted the presence of fin whale fe
habitat. Tracks of eight fin whales, derived framsatellite tagging experiment we conducted
the area in Sept. 2012, while stressing the importance of the Pelagos Sanctuary for the wh
the same time confirmed the propensity of several whales to spend time to the west o
Sanctuary, in a vastrea comprised between the shelf drop in the Gulf of Lion, the west coa
Sardinia and Catalonia. Furthermore, the prediction by the same models of the existe
AYLRNIOFYG FAY 6KFEES KFEoAdGrG Ay GKS ¢@é N
boundary, were confirmed by observations at sea.

MPAs can provide effective protection to cetaceans, although the high mobility of many s
presents a challenge to the applicability of MPAs to their conservation. In spite of its larg
(87,000 kn), the Pelagos Sanctuary includes only in part the critical habitats of the cet
populations regularly found within its borders.

Since threats to cetaceans (e.g., maritime traffic, fishing, seismic exploration and effe
climate change) occur tbughout the western Mediterranean, extending spatial protection
O2@SNJ I fIFNHSNJ LR2NIAz2y 2F (KS aLlSOASaQ
addressing these threats. With the significant increase in ecological knowledge acquireenn
years, and with most of the concerned area now having become within national jurisdictio
to the establishment of an EEZ by France and an Ecological Protection Zone by Italy and |
it would now be possible to design and manage a zoned systberelby areas containin
cetacean critical habitats outside and within the Sanctuary boundaries are afforded prote
{dzOK &aedadasSy ¢g2dAZ R Fftaz2 O2yGNARo6dziS G2 ai
Ecologically or Biologically Significant ArefSBSA) in the region, and support t
implementation of a Marine Spatial Planning scheme, whereby human activities impacti
cetaceans can be made to coexist with environmental protection.

If a Conservation Plan for fin whales is requested by the é2aiiti would be good to follow th
effort by the International Whaling Commission to draft conservation and management
(CMPs) for threatened species and work in synergy with them.

Black Sea cetaceans

The implementation of the Conservation Plan ftadR Sea Cetaceans has been discussed at th
and 8th Meetings of the Scientific Committdéhe list of priority actions needed for the trienniu
in collaboration with ACCOBAMS was considered and the importance of the funding and ir
ACCOBAMS exptise was emphasized.

The Scientific Committee expressed its concern about reports indicating the continue
removals of bottlenose dolphins from the Black Sea. Such activities are contrary to the ob
set within the Conservation Plan for Black Sea Cetaceans, whaseés the elimination of liv
captures of cetaceans, and the provisions of the ACCOBAMS and the Bern Conventior
reports about illegal live removals do not describe the scale of such activities, concern
been expressed over the lack of officiatognition by the Georgian and Ukrainian governme
of those facts that indicate the presence of illegal practice of taking live bottlenose dolphing
the wild and keeping them in captivity.

The Scientific Committee produced Recommendation 8.2 aitnedrge the governments tc
carry out an inventory and thorough assessment of individual identity of all bottlenose dol
kept in captivity by means of genetic, morphological and pHBtomethods and providin
appropriate administrative measures in ord&® prevent substitution of dolphins that die i
captivity by animals taken from the wild.
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RMTM10- Bycatch and interaction with fisheries

I NBaSINOK FyR O2yaSNBIFGA2Yy LINRB2SOG 2y i
Ay GKS . tF01 {Sré¢ KFa adlFrNISR Ay | dzadzai
managed by théMlacAlister Elliott & Partners Ltd (UK) aiuthded by theEuropean Commissio
(DG MARE). The research team consists of specialists from Bulgaria, Romania, Turkey,
and UK. Eaft regional strategy for reducing cetacean bycatch in the Blaclsl®mad be one of
the outputs.

RMTM11- Anthropogenic Noise

In 2011 the Working Group became a joint ACCOBAMS/ ASCOBANS Working Group, an
2013 the ASCOBANS Advisory Committee agreed to evolve it further to become
ACCOBAMS/ ASCOBANS/CMS Working Group reflecting that the CMS Family was addse
issue with more seriousness.

In this period, a contact database of industries was created and after collecting the input
different actors (industries, states, scientists, NGOs and others), a working platform was ¢
in 2012 to exchangdocument on noise with the view of preparing a synthesis. A questioni
was circulated to industries and experts, although the results of this initiative were limited.
hoc working group that met during the ACCOBAMS Scientific Committee proposeidtaggpa
consultant for this specific work and the Scientific Committee agreed on a Terms of Refere
a project aimed to provide a synthesis of:

e regulations, directives, resolutions, national laws, etc., about noise
Guidelines already in place to a#ds noise issue
current available practices and technologies used to reduce the impact of noise
field and operational constraints regarding the implementation of the present guidel
procedures to evaluate mitigation measures
as well as developing a mective on what the best guidelines might look i
comparing these with the measures called for in the ACCOBAMS and ASC
guidelines, and identify discrepancies
Finally, the Terms of Reference also sought to identify the scientific information geygsnting
the development of better mitigation measures.

Three documents have been developed through this consultancy and are present
ACCOBAMS MoP5:
e Doc22Revl1- Anthropogenic noise and marine mammals: review of the effort
addressing the impact @nthropogenic noise in the ACCOBAMS and ASCOBANS al
e Doc23Revl Implementation of underwater noise mitigation measures by industr
operational and economic constraints
e Doc24- Methodological guide: Guidance on Underwater Noise Mitigation Measures

Comments were received from the Noise Working Group on all three documents, but timg¢
permitted these comments being reflected in Doc 22 and 23 before the ACCOBAMS MOP.

A symposium about sound and marine mammal was organised by the French Navyerdie
Maritime Cluster (FMC) created an industrial working group on noise. Members of this w
group reviewed the ACCOBAMS Noise Guidelines and responded to the questionnaire. M
were also convened to better understand industrial point of viewwdbwise.

The ACCOBAMS Scientific Committee was informed of a programme of seismic surve
scheduled to take place in the region of the Hellenic Trench including in international wate
reported to be starting in early November. The region coostis an area of critical habitat fd
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the endangered Mediterranean sperm whale, whose population only numbers a few hu
individuals at best, and which, as a deep diving species, may be strongly affected by th
noise used in such surveys. The Hélldd ¢ NSy OK A& Ffaz2 |y AYL]
whale, another particularly vulnerable species, and the bottlenose dolphin, striped do
O2YY2y R2fLKAY |yR wAdaazQa R2fLKAY I NBE |
proposed shald be designated as an Area of Special Importance/MPA because of its ce
populations.

Finally, during ASCOBANS Advisory Committee Meeting, a broadened Terms of Referenc
Joint Noise Working Group was adopted. These Terms of Reference represent the
evolution of this group and the important work that it needs to address oralfieif ACCOBAMY
ASCOBANS and CMS.

Also during the ASCOBANS Advisory Committee Meeting an offer from Sigrid Luber of Oc
to fill the coChair role for ASCOBANS was discussed, as Karsten Brensing was not
continue in his role of c&hair forfamily reasons. The ASCOBANS Parties warmly accepte
offer.

The NWG would benefit from additional guidance as to the focus of efforts in the cc
triennium and would welcome this being expressed ACCOBAMS Res 5.15: Impact
Anthropogenic Noise

Hellenic Trench

During the & Meeting of the ACCOBAMS Scientific Committee discussed a programme of
survey work scheduled to take place in the region of the Hellenic Trench, includi
international waters.

The Hellenic Trench constitutes area of critical habitat for the endangered Mediterrane
sperm whale, whose population only numbers a few hundred individuals at best, and whic
deep diving species, may be strongly affected by the loud noise used in such surveys

The Hellenic T OK A a Ffaz2 +y AYLRNIFydG KFEFoAdGFd
@dzf ySNI 60t S aLISOASasx a ¢Sttt o200t Sy2asS R
dolphins. It is an area which ACCOBAMS has proposed should be designatedessairSpecia
Importance/MPA because of its cetacean populations.

The Scientific Committee called on the companies involved in the planned surveys to ¢
information to the Scientific Committee and take urgent precautionary action to protect thé
cetaceans and offered its expertise to the relevant Greek authorities and the industries.
In particular, the Scientific Committee drew the attention to the ACCOBAMS Noise Guid
including the deployment of visual and acoustic marine mammal obsemensowered to
require the shutdown of airguns if cetaceans are detected within the prescribed zone and u
e that duplicate surveys should be avoided across the same area;
e alternative approaches to seismic airgun survey should be sought and deployed; an

o efforts should be made to avoid ensonifying adjacent areas simultaneously.
In addition, there should be a full and transparent EIA.

The Scientific Committee requested that ACCOBAMS Secretariat expeditiously transm
concerns to the appropriatauthorities and companies.

Since the Scientific Committee meeting, informal reports have been received that the s
surveys have now been completed. Indications are that the company plans to commend
drills, starting in the lonian and possiblyetKatakolon Seas, in the first half of 2014.

The Scientific Committee has not been approached by either the Greek authorities ¢
company involved and has not seen the detailed of any Environmental Impact Assessment]
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This situation has reinforced the 2 NIi  y OS 2 F GKS 9dz2NR LISt Yy
2011/92/EU on the assessment of the effects of certain public and private projects o
SYGANRYYSYyGQ GKIG y2g AyOfdzRSa NBaSH NOK
the informationto be provided within environmental impact assessments should include sp
details that mirror those articulated in the ACCOBAMS Noise Guidelines.

RMTM12- Ship strikes

ACCOBAMS and the International Whaling Commission (IWC) have recognised the pro
ship strikes within the ACCOBAMS area and have been working together to develop al
understanding of the issue and to develop effective mitigation measures. Saread of the
Mediterranean Sea were identified at the joint ACCOBAMS/IWC workshop on this topic as
of particular interest due to shipping and cetacean densities:

(1) the Strait of Gibraltar;

(2) the Pelagos Sanctuary;

(3) the area south west ohe island of Crete;

(4) the area around the Balearic Islands;

(5) area between Almeria and Nador at the eastern side of the Alboran Sea; and in addi
the present meeting;

(6) The Strait of Sicily and

(7) The Bay of Biscay was identified as antemfil area within the ACCOBAMS extension are

Collaborative work on ship strike issues should continues, based on the e
recommendations of the joint ACCOBAMS/IWC workshop as well as additional subs
information received e.g. from the Bay Biscay. The ultimate objective for ACCOBAMS
collect information to allow a robust assessment of the extent of ship strikes within
agreement area, and develop and evaluate effective mitigation measures, recognising tha
is no universal sotion to the issue. While the animal welfare issue applies to all animals, pr
for mitigation measures may be directed at areas/species where there is a probable popt
level effect.

The IWC is funding the role of ship strikesocdinators to talke forward work on this importan
issue including the recommendations of the joint workshop. It supports this initiative, noting
one of the ceordinators (Panigada) is the Chair of the ACCOBAMS ship strikes working
This will facilitate greatlyhie collaborative work with the IWC on this matter as well as reg
exchange of ideas.

Key components of the work of the ship strikesocomrdinators involve better communicatior|
with shipping companies and increased reporting of events via regiotiatives and especiall
the Global Ship Strikes databasbtty://www.iwcoffice.org/ship-strike§g and the Scientifiq
Committee recommends increased efforts in this regard within the ACCOBAMS
Continudion of the existing initiatives within the area is recommended, as well as the neg
ACCOBAMS Parties to support and promote these efforts as recognised in previous Res
(ACCOBAMS Res 3.14, 4.10, CMS 10.15 and ASCOBANS 7.3).

RMTM15- Marine Protected Areas

This workshop was proposed to examine best ways to spatially manage threats to f
mammals in Europe and adjacent seas both within and beyond MPAs. Attention was f¢
upon the areas covered by the two Regional Agreements (ASCOBAREGOBAMS), includi
the area of overlap. The intention was to draw upon the direct experiences of policy m
managers and scientists using case studies where appropriate from Europe and beyond;
examine possible approaches to improve MPA managnt so that it can deal with the wid
range of threats that impact marine mammal populations throughout their range. Emphasi
placed upon consideration of large zoned MPAs and the incorporation of multiple species
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marine taxa as well as moreemgeral ecosystem considerations. ASCOBANS and ACC(
Secretariats kindly provided financial support towards the organisation of this workshoy
participation of invited speakers.

RMTM16- Chemical Pollution and Marine Debris

In 2013, the Scientific Committee of the International Whaling Commission (IWC) ran a wo
at the Woods Hole Oceanographic Institute (WHOI) that considered marine debris and ceté
The report of this meeting was submitted to the Scientific Comnaittes paper SC/65a/Rep0
and its recommendations reviewed and endorsed. The workshop report will be published
IWC journal in due course.

A summary of the workshops deliberations are provided in Annex 2.

RMTM17- Climate Change

No interventionand no presentation
Please refer to the report of the Secretariat

2.- Communication, awareness and capacity building

Database

INTERCET:
Following experiences on Tursiops truncates conservation Plan (RMTM 5), the coo
propose to start anextended data aggregation process on a common @B platform
(INTERCET).

A list of potential data contributors at Mediterranean level was processed (Annex 3).

OBIS SEAMAP

L'/ / h. ! a{ FYR 25/ { AYAUGALFGAGS KI & 7Tl taskttoh
cetacean sightings on OBIS SEAMAP: the Ocean Biogeographic Information Systerm
Ecological Analysis of Meyertebrate Populations. OBIS SEAMAP is a spatddisenced
online database, which was developed by Duke University with the parposaggregate
observations data from across the globe about marine mammals, seabirds afidrdes. The
whole Tethys dataset, coming from 25 years of effort in research, includes over 8,700 sight
cetaceans, accounting for over 69,000 individdaisn both shipboard and aerial surveys:

1. Shipboard survey

¢cSGiKeaqQ RIFIGFAaSG O2YLINRAaASa GKS 42N Ol NN
surveys, conducted mainly in the Mediterranean Sea, and especially in the-lGgus@an
Provencal basin, ithe lonian Sea and in the Adriatic Sea. The presence of cetaceans hal
investigated also in the Atlantic Ocean (Canary Islands, Morocco coasts) and in the Ca
Sea. This dataset includes about 7,627 cetaceans sightings (94% collected in therriiestin
Sea) accounting for 24 different species of cetaceans and 61,091 animals. In addition 2
km of research effort are provided.

2. Aerial survey

The TethydSPRA aerial survey dataset comprises the work carried out between 2009 an(
during a series of aerial surveys, founded by the Italian Ministry of the Environment, to pr
significant baseline information on cetaceans distribution and abundance around lItaly.

The covered areas included the Pelagos Sanctuary, the Central Tyrrhdmagotsica anc
Sardinia Seas, and the lonian Sea and the Gulf of Taranto. This dataset includes abo
cetaceans sightings accounting for 7 different species of cetaceans and 8,093 animals. In
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69,903 km of research effort are provided. Theseveys provide baseline data to devel
efficient longterm systematic monitoring programmes, as required by a number of nationa
international frameworks.

The Tethys data set may represent a significant contribution for a better knowledge of aet
distribution in the Mediterranean.

In 2011 the Brema Laboratory (Ukraine) has presentdeM@®Dnet/EurOBIS three datasets on
Black Sea cetaceans:

e Cetacean sightings in the Black Sea, Sea of Azov and Kerch StraR§1093
e Cetacean strandings in tmorthern Black Sea and the Sea of Azov (128R0); and
e (Cetacean bycatches in the northern Black Sea (-28@B).
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ANNEX 1: RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE SCIENTIFIC COMMITTEE

Recommendation 8.1: Recommendations related to the ACCOBAMS Survey Initiative

Background
In 2003, theScientific Committee first drew the attention of the ACCOBAMS Patrties to:
e the fundamental importance of obtaining baseline population estimates and distributional
information of cetaceans within the area as soon as possible;
e the fact that without such irdrmation (and a suitable monitoring programme) it is impossible
to inter aliadetermine whether ACCOBAMS is meeting its conservation objectives;
e ts great importance in the assessment of risk, the determination of appropriate mitigation
measures and thessociated determination of priority actions.

The Committee agreed then, and has frequently strongly reiterated since, that such work thus
represents thehighest priority for research within the ACCOBAMS.area

Recommendations

Nine years, several workshops and at least two MoP Resolutions strongly supporting the initiative later,
the survey has still not taken place. This has been for financial rather than scientific reasons. An
enormous amount of work has gone into planning eveys and developing proposa&lsnd indeed

revising them. The most recent-evaluation occurred at a workshop held in Rome in 2011 (SC8/Doc
05Rev); this resulted in a fuldeveloped coseffective programme with a primarily aerial component.

The Scietific Committeestrongly endorsegshis updated proposal anstrongly recommendghat it be
undertaken as soon as possible. Its 2003 view of its importance has not changed and indeed the long
time period since has only increased its importance. Thistyh&®a F I Ay Ay GKS [/ 2YYAL
on a wide range of subjects, the need for this synoptic survey has feftenated, including capacity
building. It is also fundamental to the ability of ACCOBAMS to meet its objectives and the new
proposed ACCOBAMsrategy. It can also make a fundamental contribution to initiatives outside
ACCOBAMS, including for example the MSFD of the European Commission. While the synoptic concept
is fundamental to the ACCOBAMS Survey Initative, it was agreed that for thefecieasons outlined

in SC8/Doc 05Reyv, it is possible to undertake the survey related to the Black Sea and adjacent waters
separately (and see below).

With respect to the Mediterranean component of the survey, the Scientific Committee noted that there

is a Coproject led by the Sea Mammal research Unit in the UK to cover offshore Atlantic waters
previously covered by the SCANS and CODA programmes, as well as a fi#®® Survey covering

the remainder of the North Atlantic for 2015. While it is not pieal to undertake the Mediterranean
Survey in the same year, [2014] or 2016 are realistic if funding can be found and the Conagrittes

that there are advantages in establishing a link between the ACCOBAMS survey initiative and these
other surveys. Ho example, this could allow synergies in terms of method development,
implementation and logistics (e.g. in chartering aircraft/ships, hiring and training observers, etc). The
feasibility of such a link should be initially investigated by the Scientidieri8g Group proposed in
SC8/Doc 05Rev (Birkun, Cafiadas, Donovan, Hammond, Fortuna, Panigada).

The Committeeemindsthe Bureau and the Parties of ACCOBAMS pregimasg commitments to the
survey. It was informed by the Secretary that a fuater is leing hired under an agreement with
IUCN and the FrenchAgence des aires marines protégédsrecommendsthat this be undertaken
without delay. It alsoreiterates its previous recommendation of the need to hire a-arinator
(initially parttime and witha focus on the Black Sea extension discussed below). Thedicator
would work in close coperation with the fundraiser and the Scientific Steering Group.

With respect to the Black Sea area, the Committee received information on a survey being bynded
DGMare in summer 2013 that will cover about 25% of the Black Sea in its northwestern shallow water
area. While the Committee welcomes news of the surveyeiterates the great importance of
undertaking a synoptic survey of this region. Interpretatidrihe results from this quarter alone will be
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difficult and it is certainly not possible to extrapolate the results from that area to the full Black Sea.

The Committeestrongly recommendghat the whole of the Black Sea is covered this summer. It was

inf2 NYSR GKIG GKS {SONBGINAFG | £ NBF R&redomnendiity Ra 2 1
this money be allocated to ensuring that the Black Sea region is covered.

The Committee agrees that as a matter of urgency the Scientific Steering Groumesdhe existing

plan for the Black Sea and determines the funds required to complete the Black Sea and adjacent
waters in 2013, at the coverage level identified in SC8/Doc 05Rev. The Scientific Steering Group will
determine options for the level of covege based on the available funding and develop a final design
and protocol. For the survey to succeed it agrees that it is essential that some funding be made
available for the cardinator. The Committee strongly welcomed the offer from MacAlister BEbiot

work with the Steering Group to facilitate coverage of the whole area in a consistent manner. This work
should be undertaken as a matter of urgency and investigation and precautionary applications for
permits should begin immediately, in conjunctiontlwicientists from the relevant range states (e.g.
Turkey, Russia, Georgia). The Scientific Commit#erates the greatly increased conservation and
scientific value of covering the whole area synopticallyrdiesthe Bureau, the Black Sea Commission

and the ACCOBAMS Secretariat to do all they can to ensure that the necessary funds and permits are
made available. An important unique opportunity will be lost if this does not happen and only the
northwestern corner is covered.

137



Recommendation 8.2: Recommendation addressing the continued live removals of Bottlenose
Dolphins in the Black Sea

wSOFfftAy3d GKFEG ' NGAOES LL 2F !/ /h.!'a{ NBldZANBa t
eliminate, where this is not already2dy S | y& RSt AOSNI S GF{Ay3a 2F OS{
expresses its concern about reports indicating the continued live removals, an additional direct take on top

of the already high bycatch levels, of bottlenose dolphifg¢iops truncatusgnticug from the Black Sea.

Such activities are also contrary to both the objective set within the Black Sea Conservation Plan for
Cetaceans, which foresees the elimination of live captures of cetaceans, and the provisions of the Bern
Convention.

The Scientific Committee also notes that the Black Sea subspecies of bottlenose dolphin was assigned a
zero trade quota by CITES in 2002 with respect to live captured animals and clasdtiethageredinder
the IUCN Red List

The Scientific Committee agreegth the concerns expressed in the IUCN Cetacean Specialist Group in the
20022010 Conservation Action Plan for the World's Cetaceans which stated thatdfiuae can become

a serious threat to local cetacean populations and especially when it is takdear ‘without a rigorous
program of research and monitoring”. The Scientific Committee is unaware of any stock assessment of any
kind that has been carried out in relation to the reported isaptures in Georgia and Ukraine (e.g.
Notarbartolo di Sciara &irkun, 2010).

While reports about illegal live removals do not describe the scale of such activities, concerns have to be
expressed over the lack of official recognition by the Georgian and Ukrainian governments of those facts
that indicate the presencef illegal practice of taking live bottlenose dolphins from the wild and keeping
them in captivity.

Therefore the Scientific Committee suggests to the Secretariat to:

Send a letter of concern to the Georgian and Ukrainian governments recallini¢etiadity of live removals

of cetaceans from the Black Sea and asking them to carry out:

an inventory and thorough assessment of individual identity of all bottlenose dolphins kept in captivity by
means of genetic, morphological and phdi® methods andproviding appropriate administrative
measures in order to prevent substitution of dolphins that die in captivity by animals taken from the wild.
The Committee notes that the IWC Scientific Committee has guidelines on the practical aspects of the use
of DNAregisters for cetaceans.

This communication shall be brought to the attention of Bern Convention Secretariat, the Black Sea
Commission and the CITES Secretariat by the ACCOBAMS Secretariat.
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Recommendation 8.3: Recommendation teork towards a Conservation Plan for fin whales of the
Mediterranean

Background:

Fin whales in ACCOBAMS area face a number of actual and potential anthropogenic threats, including
collisions with vessels, chemical and acoustic pollution, entangleinefishing gear and disturbance by

boats and climate change. ACCOBAMS has been working on issue related to the conservation of fin whales
for some time and has established a steering group under Panigada to further this work.

Appropriate habitat use andAdda G NA 6 dziA2y &aidzRASaz (2 RSaAaONAROGS T
investigate the existence of critical habitats for this species, are therefore needed to aid implementation of
management measures to regulate naval traffic, fishing and whale watchirgPelagos Sanctuary can be

an important reference area for both research work and the development of appropriate mitigation
measures that can then be applied throughout the full range of the fin whales in the Mediterranean.

A workshop on 'fin whalesesearch and conservation in the Mediterranean Sea' was held in Cadiz (Spain),
on March 20th 2011, during the European Cetacean Society annual Conference. The workshop participants
agreed to improve coordination between scientific groups operating at thelitdeanean level and to
improve communications between researchers. The participants to the workshop agreed on a list of
priority actions to be pursued, including among others:

() dzLJRF GS FOlAz2ya tA&adGSR Ay GKS a!//h.!a{ FAY 6KI
w draft concise research actions to fill the gaps, and

w prepare a list of experts active at the Mediterranean level.

The need for a conservation plan was also discussed and the final decision was to wait for the report and
the list of actions to be evahled before deciding about the need for a full conservation plan following the
approach developed by Donovast al. (2008). This is not to suggest that some level of conservation
concern for Mediterranean fin whales does not exist.

One of the primary is®s identified was the collection and analyse information on the distribution,
abundance and threats to fin whales in the whole ACCOBAMS area. This clearly relates strongly to the
ACCOBANMS Survey Initiative.

Based on the discussions at the workshop anthatpresent SC meeting, the Committee agreed number of
research and conservation priorities, including:

(A) The maintenance or establishment of letegm systematic programmes to monitor trends in
abundance and shifts in distribution in selected targete@as and other areas of importance for the
species such as:

D) Gulf of Lion and in general productive areas west of the Pelagos Sanctuary (mostly off France)
2) Central Tyrrhenian Sea to the south of the Sanctuary

3) Sicily Strait, particular in late Winterearly Spring

(4) Western lonian Sea and possibly southern Adriatic

(5) Eastern Mediterranean Sea (not fully surveyed, but increased incidental report suggest the area
warrants further consideration)

(B) The use of existing photinlentification databases as a lotgrm management and conservation tool
and especially to compare photd data from the Strait of Gibraltar and western Mediterranean with data
from the North Atlantic area.

(C)Population struture and movements. This clearly relates strongly to action will be undertaken under
the population structure initiative, but will clearly involve information from further genetic analyses, photo
identification data and telemetry data (see Resolution 4ffdin MoP4). The Committee welcomed the
information from a recent telemetry study provided by Panigada and looks forward to receiving the results
of this work whichinter aliawill begin to provide important information on destinations of fin whales in
winter time and possible links with the wider North Atlantic, with important conservation implications.
Acoustic data can also play an important role.
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The Scientific Committeecommends:

(1) the importance of continuing work to elucidate the stock structarel movements of fin whales in the
ACCOBAMS area, especially with respect to pfagatification, acoustics, telemetry and geneticghe
movement information is particularly important with respect to developing focussed mitigation against
threats such a ship strikes;

(2) the importance of the ACCOBAMS Survey initiative to provide a summer snapshot of distribution
throughout the whole region as well as a reliable estimate of total abundance;

(3) that the Steering Group to contact all of the working grsuporking in the area to update available
information on fin whales, including those related to potential threats (e.g. see the work of Fossi on micro
plastics /ref.) to consult on priorities for future work with a focus on conservation;

(4) that the Steeing Group works on an outline of draft conservation plan to bring together a summary of
the available information (including the report of the ACCOBAMS climate change workshop) and priorities
for the next meeting of the Scientific Committee, with a viewréwiewing whether the time is ripe to
engage with stakeholders to develop a full plan.

The Scientific Committeeeiterates the great importance of collaboration amongst research groups to
forward conservation of fin whales within the ACCOBAMS region.
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Recommendation 8.4: Recommendation on Ship Strikes

Introduction:
ACCOBAMS and the IWC have recognised the problem of ship strikes within the ACCOBAMS area and have
been working together to develop a better understanding of tbsue and to develop effective mitigation
measures. Several areas of the Mediterranean Sea were identified at the joint ACCOBAMS/IWC workshop
on this topic as areas of particular interest due to shipping and cetacean densities:

(1) the Strait of Gibraltar;

(2) the Pelagos Sanctuary;

(3) the area south west of the island of Crete;

(4) the area around the Balearic Islands;

(5) area between Almeria and Nador at the eastern side of the Alboran Sea; and in addition at the

present meeting;

(6) The Strait of Sicily and

(7) The Bay of Bisgavas identified as an additional area within the ACCOBAMS extension area.
The Scientific Committee also noted the interest of ASCOBANS and the Pelagos Sanctuary on this issue and
recommendsincreased ceperation with these entities.

Objectives

The Scietific Committeerecommendsthat its collaborative work on ship strike issues continues, based on
the existing recommendations of the joint ACCOBAMS/IWC workshop as well as additional subsequent
information received e.g. from the Bay of Biscay. The ultimatigective for ACCOBAMS is to collect
information to allow a robust assessment of the extent of ship strikes within the agreement area, and
develop and evaluate effective mitigation measures, recognising that there is no universal solution to the
issue. Wile the animal welfare issue applies to all animals, priority for mitigation measures may be
directed at areas/species where there is a probable population level effect.

Actions

The Scientific Committee welcomes the news that the IWC is funding thefrskp strikes cordinators

to take forward work on this important issue including the recommendations of the joint workshop. It
supports this initiative, noting that one of the -@vdinators (Panigada) is the Chair of the ACCOBAMS ship
strikes workinggroup. This will facilitate greatly the collaborative work with the IWC on this matter as well
as regular exchange of ideas.

The Scientific Committee confirms the above identified areas for concerted efforts with respect to data
collection both for assesing the extent of the problem and for developing mitigation measures, especially
the scope for modified shipping lanes.

Key components of the work of the ship strikescomrdinators involve better communications with
shipping companies and increasegoegting of events via regional initiatives and especially the Global Ship
Strikes database h{tp://www.iwcoffice.org/ship-strike§ and the Scientific Committeeecommends
increased efforts in this regard within the ACCOBAMS area. It welcomes and encourages continuation of
the existing initiatives within the area and encourages the ACCOBAMS Parties to support and promote
these efforts as recognised in previous Resoluti@gSCOBAMS Res 3.14, 4.10, CMS 10.15 and ASCOBANS
7.3). These efforts include:

(1) training initiatives within merchant navy schools, companies (including ferry companies and whale
watching vessels) and navies (e.g. see existing initiatives including those within the Bay of Biscay
and the PSSA project for Pelagos, we recommend that tehwcrew be trained in this issue.
http://www.souffleursdecume.com/english/formation_collisions EN.hyml

(2) promotion of the issue and the importance of reporting via a bemof fora including specialist
marine press;

(3) further evaluation and dissemination of information on mitigation approaches such as REPCET (see
the joint workshop report);

(4) additional ceoperation with IMO (and the MEPC) both via IWC and CMS agreementdsiout
through initiatives with member states (the most appropriate mechanism for IMO action);
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(5) improved protocols for the identification of ship strikes via necropsies (there is a global initiative
led by the USA in this regard);

(6) investigation of incidenceral nature of ship strike injuries within pheidentification studies;

(7) encourage studies that improve access to the temporal and spatial distribution of shipping
including AIS information;

(8) encourage studies that improve our understanding of the temporad apatial distribution of
cetaceans within the region including telemetry studies;

(9) encourage studies to develop and evaluate mitigation measures, incorporitieg alia results
from (7) and (8) above, recognising that appropriate measures will vary ndémge on
circumstances and areas.

The ship strikes working group of ACCOBAMS should continue to work on these issues and collate and
report on relevant studies within and outside the ACCOBAMS area. It will foster collaboration with IWC,
ASCOBANS, CMS aitD and develop priority actions and studies, including the consideration of a project

to develop a standard training module.
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Recommendation 8.5Recommendation on Ship Striké&commendation onWhale watching

The ScientificCommittee recognises the many potential benefits of whale watching from-vadge of
perspectives, including economic, public awareness and education. From a scientific perspective, however,
it notes that any expansion of whale watching activity in theeagient area should be carefully managed

in order to minimise potential adverse impacts on cetacean individuals and populations. The Scientific
Committee is also appreciative of the work conducted by the IWC Scientific Committee and Conservation
Committeeson whale watching and will also use information from this source to help inform its future
work.

The Scientific Committee therefore recommerttiat its work on the scientific aspects of whale watching
issues continues, under the following topics (naelisin priority order).

OM0O 'y Wl //h.!'a{ OSNIATAOI G SwildedevelGpedEBRshailt take iy T 2 N
account the ACCOBAMS Whale Watching Guidelines. The Committee noted that this certification approach
will be trialled in collaboration with th@elagosSanctuary.

(2) Continuation and expansion of national or regional training courses (based on the Pelagos expertise) for
operators covering the biology of animals, risks, boat behaviour around the animals, how to achieve
ACCOBAMS accreditation, involvernenscientific research, etc.

(3) Continued consideration (including collation and review of scientific literature) of potential adverse
effects on cetaceans and means to mitigate these with an emphasis on:

Populationlevel impacts

Swimwith activities;

Use of aerial spotter aircraft

¢tKS O2yOSLJi 2F WOIFNNEAY3I OFLIOAGEQ

(4) Monitoring the activity of whalavatching operators in each country in order to obtain information on
growth and development to try to identify potential problems before they beconeddficult to manage.
This will be assisted by the definition @fcommon protocol for monitoring whale watching development
and a database to store the information.

(5) Assistance in the development of methods to better inform the general public (inglydchtsmen and
other boaters involved in opportunistic whale watching) about responsible boat behaviour around
cetaceans. This might include thiategration of suitable cetology modules in official training for
professional and recreational boat licenses and informative flyers in logbook and notices in harbour offices.
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Recommendation 8.6: Recommendation onthe conseva& y 2 F / dzdA SNDRa o6SI 1 SR
Mediterranean

G! NBFa 2F {LISOALt [ 2y B®NKnfigatidn prddcdis$oRanthrépoderica ¢ 0! {
activities using intense underwater sound sources

Background

¢ KS / dz@A S NI aZipbidalirGsiRs, is & préd&iinantly deepater (>500 m) cetacean, often
associated with steep slope (>40 m Kmhabitats, with a preference for submarine canyons and
escarpments, although sightings over the abyssal plane have been recorded.

The Mediterranean population of. cavirostrisk I & 06SSy aaSaasSR +a =+d&A ySNI o6
Amongst all the anthropogenic pressure factors which represent a threat to the survival of beaked whales

in the Mediterranean, impulsive mamade sound,in particular that generated by military sonar and
seismic surveys, stands out as being of special concern. Events in which the underwater transmission of
naval sonar has been linked to atypical mass strandings and deaths of beaked whales in the Mediterra

are listed in Annex 1 to this Recommendation.

Concern about the impact of the proliferating use of haglergy maAmade sound in the sea on the
conservation of beaked whales is demonstrated by numerous provisions at the global, European and
regionallevels, and within ACCOBAMS itself (Resolutions and Scientific Committee Recommendations). A
list of such provisions is containedAmnex 3to this Recommendation.

There have been a number of initiatives to prevent mortalities of beaked whales resintimghe use of

intense anthropogenic noise sources. In the Mediterranean, the NATO Undersea Research Centre (NURC)
RSOSt2LISR AY Hnnd GKS R20dzyYSyid ab! w/ al NR$fide al YY
subsequently referred to as the NUR@mmalw dzf SA 0> KA QK @AIdAILERNKG 2Fy bd ¢ h
and policies of environmental protector® hy S 2 F ( KS VYMamyial RuleN&tSrédiice hd b | v
risk of mass strandings and other impacts on beaked whales in the Mediterranean relatedRG N
FOGAGAGASEAD ©G2M/ QKA ANSE D dzheieforik Soltdducdiipd tdmparal dndi spatial
AYGSNI OlAz2ya 27 a2ldafRiEectiveylRocuseS b ti e Roteatidl lrisk fbéaked whales
stranding as a result of the use sbund sources. As the specific behavioral reaction that results in the
stranding of beaked whales in proximity to the use of sounds is unknown, the risk mitigation of NURC
F20dzaSa 2y | @2ARAY 3 { KBis niebnd &patial imitightione ba8didanSeRof apelsk f S &
with known concentrations of beaked whales, which has already been proposed as an effective measure to
mitigate acoustic impacts

An example of the effectiveness of spatial mitigation is the moratorium on the use of military wahar
50 nautical miles (nm) of the Canary Islands that was established in 2004; since then, no atypical mass

I SNBEFFASNI aAYLIE & NBTFSNNBR (2 a a60SF1SR 6KItSé¢ aAyOS |
represented by populations regularly occurring in the Mediterranean.
? Seehttp://www.iucnredlist.org/details/full/16381144/0 Although in the online assessment the species is still listed
as Data Deficient, its listing as Vulnerable has already been approved bgdhésRAuthority, and as such it will be
posted soon on the Red List website (A. Cafiadas, pers. comm.).
¥ NUR@Iammal Rules can be found &tttp://solmar.nurc.nato.int/policy/NURESR2009-002.pdf; NURC is now the
Centre for Maritime Research and Experimentation (CMRE).

* Dolman, S. Spatitemporal restrictions as best practice precautionary response to ocean noise. Journal of
International Wildlife Law and Policy, 10:2224 (2007).
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strandings of beaked whales have been recorded in the archip&laibe NUR®ammal Rules (2009)

& 0 | SinBe tlte establishment of thpslicy, no deleterious effects as a result of Centre research are known
to have resulted. Continued application of this policy and recommended mitigation measures will minimize
the potentially harmful effects of sounds on marine mammrals | 2 6 S @S Khler theyabonen m m
statement was made)a new mass stranding of beaked whales linked to naval activities in the
Mediterranean resulted in the mortality of at least 12 whales in Greece and Aalyehidix 3, underlining

the need for all navies to apply the R€EMammal Rules in the ACCOBAMS region

Efforts to apply spatial mitigation are hindered by a scarcity of beaked whale distribution data. To help
identify areas of high concentrations of beaked whales in the Mediterranean, the Scientific Committee
undertook a collaborative exercise to collate existing distribution data on beaked whales, and model
beaked whale habitat use in the regfonThis resulted in the identification of several areas where
concentrations of beaked whales are observed or are preditdegkist. In many areas the scarcity of data
made it impossible to predict beaked whale distribution. However, while stressing the importance of
validating and enhancing the results of the model with further systematic surveys in the Mediterranean as
time and resources allow, the Scientific Committee is confident that the data used in this project has
already allowed the definition of several higke areas for beaked whales with reasonable reliability. These
areas should therefore be considered to be ofespl concern when human activities identified as
representing important risk factors for beaked whales, such as the use of intense sound sources, are
contemplated within such areas. In these cases effective mitigation measures should be applied.

Atypicalbeaked whale mass strandings associated with naval activities have also occurred at locations in
the Mediterranean outside of areas of observed and predicted concentrations. Given that some strandings
of two or more beaked whales have been recorded inrdgion without any information about potentially
harmful human activities occurring at the time, independently of the cause of these strandings (see
Appendix 2, the stranding locations were used as indicators of areas of high risk for beaked whalalatypic
strandings.

Mitigation methods include visual and acoustic monitoring for beaked whales and other cetaceans before,
during and after activities using intense sound sources. However, beaked whales have shown behavioural
reactions to sound at very low ceived level§ This implies a very wide spatial range of effect for intense
sound sources such as naval sonar, typically of the order of tens of kilometres radius depending on the
source and transmission conditions. Such distances are beyond the prdetieation range for visual and
acoustic monitoring methods, except in training ranges instrumented with a network of hydrophones.
Thus, ACCOBAMS agrees with the NMR@mal Rules in that avoiding areas of beaked whale
concentration is an effective mitigan strategy.

Given the scientific evidence that military sonar has a negative impact upon beaked whales, with this
Recommendation the Scientific Committee of ACCOBAMS wishes to support, with scientific data and
procedures, the requirement that national parties, theiauies and NATO apply effective mitigation
measures when conducting noise producing activities in the region, thereby contributing to the
conservation of beaked whales in the Mediterranean Sea.

5Aguilar de Soto, N. & Martin, V. Canary Islands naval moratoria. Abstract presented in:eagérdy Global Scientific Workshop
on SpatieTemporal Management of Noise. Report of the Scientific Workshop, Lanzarote, Canary Islands (2007).

®Fernandezet f ® [+ ald a! GeLAOIfEé . SI1SR 2KIFfSa alaa {(iN}yRAY3A Ay (K
http://dx.doi.org/10.4172/21559910.1000107

" Cafiadagt al. ACCOBAMS collaborative effort to map hige areas by beaked whales in tediterranean (2012).

8Tyack Plet al. Beaked whales respond to simulated and actual navy sonar. PLoS ONE 6(3): €17009.

doi:10.1371/journal.pone.0017009 (2011)
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Based on all these premises,

highly concerned that beakeadhales in the Mediterranean are frequently exposed to human activities
involving the production of intense underwater noise;

referring to the most recent information about Mediterranean areas having been identified as hosting
high concentrations of beakeahales;

convinced that the production of intense underwater noise in areas identified as beaked whale habitat
carries environmental implications and responsibilities;

O2yaARSNAY3I GKIG GKS t20F0A2ya 2F YI &aeadardNl yRA
important additional indicators of areas of enhanced risk for beaked whales;

recalling and reconfirming the importance of implementing conservation actions defined within
previous Recommendations adopted by the Scientific Committee of ACCOBAMRBeaanlutions
adopted in the various international fora, including those of the ACCOBAMS Meetings of Parties to
which the Parties are subjed\jpendix 3;

in particular calling on the Parties to apply the Guidelines contained in Resolution 4.17;

taking ®ecific note of the recommendations contained in the report of th® Meeting of the
ACCOBAMS Scientific Committee, where the following conservation actions were identified for beaked
whales: a) a large proportion of areas within the Mediterranean, widspths are greater than 600

m, are potential beaked whale habitats; b) based on existing knowledge of noise disturbance
thresholds, beaked whales should not be exposed to noise where received levels exceed SPL 140 dB re
M >t X ™ Y LISI Jutiohay bufiérlafpund tlevpreferred vt mentioned in a)
should be applied to ensure that the noise threshold is not exceeded

the Scientific Committee strongly recommends the following actions:

1.

Designate areas already identified as higie areas for beaked whales, areas where mass strandings
have occurred, and a 50 nm buffer zone around all these areas (FigureWl), &K a 2 F { LISOA |
F2NJ . SI { SR -BWA Thiesd aréns shou{d bemsidered for spatial mitigation (i.e., avoidance)

by all ACCOBAMS Parties and NATO, as specified in theNifRaal Rules. Use of naval sonar and
underwater explosions should be avoided in these areas. Furthermore, the use of other sound sources
that exceed 220 dB re 1 yPa at 1 m peak to peak source level (e.g. pile driving, seismic exploration)
within ASEBW should be fully justified with EIAs, including a report on the lack of alternative locations
and an independently evaluated protocol to mitigate thmpact of such activities. Marine Protected
Areas are considered ASC for biodiversity and thus deserve the same level of protection. The Parties are
encouraged to promote work that produces data to validate and augment the beaked whale distribution
model n order to update and refine the delimitation of beaked whale preferred areas in the
Mediterranean, and revise the location of ABW accordingly.
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Figure 1 Map of Areas of Special Concern for Beaked WhalesB®WHGn the Mediterranean (orange) not
including existing Marine Protected Areas (MPAS).-BBCand MPAs deserve the application of spatial
mitigation for naval sonar and, whenever possible, for other intense anthropogenic sound sourcé3VASC
include: i) the locations of recorded beaked whale magfrandings (red circles) included in Appendix 2,
Table 1; ii) known and/or predicted high use areas for beaked whadesl iii) a buffer zone of 50 nm
around both i) and ii), based on the existing moratorium on the use of naval sonar within 50 nm of the
Canary Islands archipelado Areas of unknown risk (grey) are those where further data are required to
assess beaked whale presence prior to, and during, human activities of potential impact, according to
Resolution 417 of ACCOBAMS and NURC Marine Mahhitigation Rules and Procedures

2. Avoidinguse of naval sonar within AW will indubitably reduce the risk of exposure to noise hazard
and mortalities for a significant part of the population of beaked whales in the Mediterranean. However,
until further data are available to refine the identification of AB®W, it cannot be guaranteed that some
I NBlF & ARSYGAFASR Fa a2F dzyly26y NARaAlE OCAITdzNE wmi
A2yl NP ¢Kdzax Ay ol NBI a culafin e/ dred2idegtifiedNAsabpakedl whalgsR A
suitable habitat by the Scientific Committee during itsMeeting (see above), mitigation should always
be applied before, during and after activities emitting intense noise sources, i.e. where source levels
exceed 220 dB re 1 pPa @ 1 m peak to peak. The mitigation requirements should include dedicated
surveys and monitoring efforts of all potential beaked whale habitats with 50 nm around the planned
sonar activities. Mitigation requirements should be incldde national regulations and take the form of
rigorous and transparent planning, consultation and permitting processes with Environmental Impact
Assessments (EIAs) whenever the use of these intense sound sources are planned in the Mediterranean.

3. Define in the national legislations the requirements of mitigation protocols for activities where sound
source levels exceed 220 dB re 1 pPa @ 1 m peak to peak. This should take into consideration the text in
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