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Introduction 

 

1. The Fifth Meeting of the Parties to the Agreement on the Conservation of Cetaceans in the 

Black Sea, the Mediterranean Sea and the Contiguous Atlantic Area (ACCOBAMS) was held in 

Tangier, Morocco at the Mövenpick Hotel & Casino, from 5 to 8 November 2013. This Meeting 

followed the entry into force of the Agreement on 1 June 2001, the First Meeting of the Parties 

held in Monaco in 2002, the Second Meeting of the Parties held in Palma de Mallorca, Spain in 

2004, the Third Meeting of the Parties in Dubrovnik, Croatia in 2007, and the Fourth Meeting 

of the Parties in Monaco in 2010. 

Participants 

 

2. Representatives of the following States Party to the Agreement took part in the Meeting: 

Albania, Croatia, Cyprus, Egypt, France, Georgia, Greece, Lebanon, Libya, Malta, Monaco, 

Morocco, Portugal, Romania, Slovenia, Spain, Tunisia and Ukraine. 

3. A non-Party State, Israel, was represented by an observer. 

4. The following inter-governmental organizations were represented: the International Whaling 

Commission (IWC), the Mediterranean Science Commission (CIESM), the Black Sea 

Commission, the Convention on the conservation of Migratory Species of Wild Animals (UNEP 

/ CMS), the Agreement on the Conservation of small Cetaceans of the Baltic, North East 

Atlantic, Irish and North Seas (UNEP / CMS / ASCOBANS), the Barcelona Convention (UNEP / 

MAP), the Regional Activity Centre for Specially Protected Areas (UNEP-MAP RAC / SPA) and 

the Pelagos Sanctuary. 

5. The following Partners were represented: European Cetacean Society (ECS), Israel Marine 

Mammal Research and Assistance Center (IMMRAC), OceanCare, Tethys Research Institute, 

International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN-Med) and Whale and Dolphin 

Conservation (WDC). 

6. Other inter-governmental and non-governmental organizations and institutions were 

represented: Association de Gestion Intégrée des Ressources (AGIR), Chambre des Pêches 

Maritimes de la Méditerranée, Groupement d'Intérêt Scientifique pour les Mammifères Marins 

de Méditerranée et leur environnement (GIS3M), Humane Society International (HSI), Natural 

Resources Defense Council (NRDC), International Association of Oil & Gas producers (OGP) and 

SINAY.  

7. The Secretariat of ACCOBAMS acted as Secretariat for the Meeting. 

8. The full list of participants appears as Annex I to this Report. 
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Agenda Item 1 ς Welcome addresses 

 

9. The Chair of the Bureau, Mr. Cyril Gomez (Monaco), opened the Meeting by thanking the 

Kingdom of Morocco for hosting the Fifth Meeting of the Parties to ACCOBAMS and welcomed 

the participants. He stressed the importance of the instruments that would be submitted to 

the Meeting for consideration, namely, A//h.!a{Ωǎ ƭƻƴƎ-term strategy for the period 2014-

2025, the procedure as regards respect for commitments and the revised rules for the 

Scientific Committee of the Agreement. Lastly, he thanked His Serene Highness Prince Albert II 

of Monaco as well as His Highness Mr. Aziz Akhannouch, Moroccan Minister of Agriculture and 

Maritime Fisheries, who attended the opening ceremony of the Meeting. 

10. Mr. Stanley Johnson, Honorary Ambassador for CMS, speaking on behalf of both CMS and 

ASCOBANS, said that ACCOBAMS, CMS and ASCOBANS are dealing with common issues such as 

underwater noise, bycatch, marine debris, chemical pollution and climate change, and called 

for increased cooperation between the Secretariats of and the Parties to the different 

instruments. He informed participants of the proposal, forwarded by the ACCOBAMS Scientific 

/ƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜΣ ǘƘŀǘ /ǳǾƛŜǊΩǎ ōŜŀƪŜŘ ǿƘŀƭŜ ōŜ ƭƛǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ Appendix I of CMS. He invited the Parties 

to sponsor this proposal, which would be submitted to the CMS Conference of Parties in 

November 2014. Lastly, he praised the ACCOBAMS Executive Secretary for her skills and 

dedication in managing the Secretariat and hoped that when she would retire later this year, 

her successor and the team at the Secretariat would continue to keep the flag flying.   

11. Mrs. Marie-Christine Grillo-Compulsione, the ACCOBAMS Executive Secretary, expressed 

gratitude to the Moroccan Government for its hospitality and the welcome it had extended in 

the symbolic town of Tangier, His Serene Highness Prince Albert II of Monaco for His presence 

and support, and His Highness Mr. Aziz Akhannouch, the Moroccan Minister of Agriculture and 

aŀǊƛǘƛƳŜ CƛǎƘŜǊƛŜǎΣ ŦƻǊ ŀǘǘŜƴŘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƘƻǎǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ aŜŜǘƛƴƎΦ {ƘŜ ƘŀƛƭŜŘ aƻǊƻŎŎƻΩǎ ŀŎǘƛǾŜ 

presence on the international biodiversity conservation scene. She ended by saying that the 

Meeting had a heavy agenda that reflected the challenges to be faced regarding cetacean 

conservation, and hoped that the coming three years would see the commitments made at 

this Tangier Meeting bear fruit. 

12. His Highness Mr. Aziz Akhannouch, Moroccan Minister of Agriculture and Maritime Fisheries, 

expressed his pleasure that His Serene Highness Prince Albert II of Monaco had been able to 

attend the present session of ACCOBAMS, thus giving it fresh momentum. He stressed the 

need for all the member States to work toward the common objectives of cetacean protection 

and conservation. He declared that Morocco, like other Mediterranean countries, has always 

supported positions and commitments taken within the framework of international 

organizations and will continue strengthening regional cooperation at technical, legal, 

institutional and scientific levels. The protection of resources is at the heart of the national 
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strategy to develop the Moroccan fisheries sector. Morocco has banned the use of drift nets, 

thus satisfactorily reducing dolphin and whale bycatch. He hailed H.S.H Prince Albert IIΩǎ 

initiative to set up a Trust Fund for Mediterranean marine protected areas. Lastly, H.E.M the 

aƛƴƛǎǘŜǊ ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎŜŘ Ƙƛǎ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩǎ ƘƻǇŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ Agreement would play a full part in the 

conservation of cetaceans in the region and wished the Meeting great success. 

13. His Serene Highness Prince Albert II of Monaco, after thanking the Kingdom of Morocco for 

hosting the Meeting, hailed the usefulness and pertinence ACCOBAMS had displayed since it 

was set up. He reaffirmed the constant involvement of the Principality of Monaco in 

supporting ACCOBAMS and launched an appeal to the world community to step up its support 

for correct knowledge of the state of biodiversity in the Mediterranean and the Black Sea, and 

especially of the cetacean populations living therein. He hailed the outgoing Executive 

Secretary for her skills and dedication and announced the choice of Florence Descroix-

Comanducci, a top-level marine biologist, as her successor at the head of the Agreement 

starting in the coming year. Lastly, he wished the Meeting full success in its work and promised 

he would support the decisions that would be made. 

14. All of the welcome addresses appear in Annex II. 

15. The participants were invited to watch a short video document recently prepared by the 

Secretariat of ACCOBAMS.  

16. The Chair informed the Meeting that the Rules of Procedure for the Meeting of Parties applied 

to the present Meeting, except for the Articles concerning: 

-  the rules on the Scientific Committee, which would be examined in Agenda item 

11c) 

- the rules on the Credentials Committee, submitted for adoption in Draft Resolution 

5.4 in Agenda item 11d) 

 

Agenda item 2 ς Granting the right to vote 

 

The Chair stated that the issue of granting the right to vote to countries that are not yet Parties 

to ACCOBAMS was not necessary for the present Meeting. 
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Agenda item 3 ς Admission of observers 

 

17. Lƴ ŀŎŎƻǊŘŀƴŎŜ ǿƛǘƘ !ǊǘƛŎƭŜ LLL tŀǊŀƎǊŀǇƘ п ƻŦ ǘƘŜ aŜŜǘƛƴƎΩǎ Rules of Procedure, the Secretariat 

presented to the Parties the list of organizations that wished to take part in the Meeting as 

observers (MOP5/2013/Doc05Rev2). 

18. The Meeting allowed all the observers listed to be present. 

Agenda item 4 ς Election of the Bureau 

 

19. The Chair of the Bureau informed the Meeting that, during their pre-Meeting consultations, 

the heads of delegations had proposed that the new Bureau should be made up of 

representatives from the following countries: Croatia, France, Georgia, Monaco and Morocco.  

20. The Meeting approved the suggestion of the heads of delegations and elected the following 

members of the Bureau: 

- Chairperson: Mrs. Zakia Driouich (Morocco) 

- Vice-Chairperson: Mrs. Ana ~trbenac (Croatia) 

- Vice-Chairperson: Mrs. Martine Bigan represented by Mrs. Muriel Soret (France) 

- Vice-Chairperson / Rapporteur: Mrs. Irina Lomashvili (Georgia) 

- Vice-Chairperson: Mr. Patrick Van Klaveren (Monaco) 

21. Zakia Driouich, the new Chair of the Bureau, thanked the Meeting for electing her and said she 

was certain that the discussions would be fruitful. 

22. The Executive Secretary congratulated the Chair and all the members of the outgoing Bureau 

for their efficiency over the past three years. 

Agenda item 5 ς Adoption of the Agenda 

 

23. The Executive Secretary presented the draft Agenda (MOP5/2013/Doc01) and timetable 

(MOP5/2013/Doc 02) that had been proposed. 

24. The Meeting adopted the proposed Agenda and timetable. The Agenda appears in Annex III to 

this Report. 

Agenda item 6 ς Establishment of the Credentials Committee 

 

25. In accordance with Article IV of the Rules of Procedure for the Meeting of the Parties, a 

Credentials Committee was set up. Lebanon chaired this Committee, with Georgia, Monaco 

and Tunisia as members. 
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Agenda item 7 ς Opening statements 

 

26. The Executive Secretary invited any Parties or organizations who wished to speak to do so 

under this Agenda item and invited those who wanted their opening statement to appear in 

the Appendix to the Report to provide the Secretariat with a copy of that text, in written or 

electronic form, in English or in French (Annex IV). 

27. Maria Luisa Silva Mejias, coordinator of the Barcelona Convention (UNEP/MAP), reiterated the 

relevance of the Barcelona Convention and its Protocols, especially as regards specially 

protected areas and biological diversity, to the issues addressed by ACCOBAMS. She 

emphasized the long-standing cooperation between RAC/SPA and ACCOBAMS and informed 

the Meeting of the Memorandum of Understanding now being finalized between UNEP/MAP 

and ACCOBAMS. This Memorandum will enhance existing synergies, and especially those 

integrated within the Ecosystem Approach process developed in the MAP context. It will 

enable data to be collected on Mediterranean cetaceans and their ecosystems and also allow 

issues of marine litter and underwater noise to be dealt with. 

28. Heidrun Frisch, representative of the ASCOBANS Agreement (UNEP/ASCOBANS), referred to 

the speech given by CMS Ambassador Stanley Johnson on behalf of the Executive Secretary of 

CMS, Mr. Bradnee Chambers, who also acts as Executive Secretary to ASCOBANS and therefore 

represented both organizations. To add a few additional notes, she pointed out that 

ASCOBANS had celebrated its 20th anniversary in 2012 and said the Secretariat was pleased 

that the two Agreements have been cooperating closely since the inception of ACCOBAMS. 

Especially in recent years, this collaboration has intensified, and two joint working groups 

between ASCOBANS and ACCOBAMS are now in operation, including one on underwater noise 

ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ /a{ !ƳōŀǎǎŀŘƻǊΩǎ ǎǇŜŜŎƘ ŀƴŘ ƻƴŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 9¦ aŀǊƛƴŜ {ǘǊŀǘŜƎȅ 

Framework Directive. The joint CMS/ASCOBANS Secretariat very much welcomed this spirit of 

cooperation and was looking forward to continuing to work together with ACCOBAMS in the 

years to come. 

29. Mrs. Fannie Dubois, Executive Secretary of Pelagos Sanctuary, declared she was glad to 

participate in ACCOBAMS activities in an official and matter-of-fact way since the Permanent 

Secretariat of the Pelagos Sanctuary had been reactivated in January 2013. The Sanctuary 

intends to be an ACCOBAMS pilot zone for the implementation of innovative initiatives in 

accordance with the objectives of the Agreement. In this respect, three major areas of 

cooperation have already been initiated: i) the struggle against ship strikes, ii) the supervision 

of whale-watching activities in their natural environment, and iii) marine protected areas. 

However, other cooperation issues are being examined.  

30. Mr. Alain Jeudy de Grissac, speaking for the IUCN headquarters in Switzerland and the IUCN 

Centre for Mediterranean Cooperation, thanked the ACCOBAMS Secretariat for its invitation to 
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participate in the Fifth Meeting of the Parties and thanked Morocco for hosting it. He said that 

IUCN is always ready to take part in nature conservation activities and that he personally, as 

head of the Mediterranean marine programme for the conservation of the marine 

environment with a particular focus on cetaceans, felt a special interest. In the IUCN Red List of 

Species, the status of Mediterranean marine mammals and marine turtles was reviewed in 

2012 and the status of Mediterranean marine fish was studied in 2011, both raising awareness 

of the state of the Mediterranean environment. A Red List of Ecosystems is now being studied 

by experts, with special concern for the marine environment; such a List would provide better 

protection for the ranges of some species, in particular cetaceans.  

31. Mrs. Lobna Ben Nakhla, representing RAC/SPA and Honorary Vice-Chair of the Network of  

Marine Protected Area Managers in the Mediterranean (MedPAN), read a statement in the 

name of MedPAN. MedPAN and ACCOBAMS established a Memorandum of Collaboration in 

2012 and have worked together on several activities of mutual interest: organizing the 

Mediterranean Marine Protected Areas Forum (Antalya, November 2012), preparing a 

Mediterranean MPA Status report and a road map for 2020 for a network of ecologically 

representative Marine Protected Areas that would be well connected and efficiently managed, 

and developing a Manual for managing cetaceans in MPAs. 

32. Mr. Greg Donovan, representing the International Whaling Commission (IWC), thanked the 

Government of Morocco for hosting the Meeting. He stated that the IWC is pleased with the 

continuous cooperation between ACCOBAMS and the IWC in many areas of common scientific 

interest,e.g. ship strikes, climate change, marine debris, sustainable whale watching and the 

ACCOBAMS basin wide Survey Initiative. 

33. Mr. Simone Panigada, representing the European Cetacean Society (ECS), expressed his 

gratitude to the Kingdom of Morocco for its great hospitality and for the wonderful 

organization and perfect location of the meeting. He underlined the fruitful collaboration 

between ECS and ACCOBAMS, and particularly the joint organization of various workshops 

with ASCOBANS. He said these efforts should be pursued, especially in view of the forthcoming 

Conference to be held in 2014 in Liège, Belgium. 

34. The representative of the Chambre des Pêches Maritimes (Tangier) reiterated the desire of the 

fishing industry in northern Morocco to conduct joint work with ACCOBAMS in order to 

achieve an approach that would both protect cetaceans and safeguard the interests of 

fishermen. 

35. The observer representing Israel affirmed that his country has been a Party to CMS since 

1983 and that all marine mammals are fully protected under Israeli law. Activities 

implemented by Israel are presented under Agenda item 10b. 
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Agenda Item 8 ς Progress reports 

 
a) Reports of the Sub-Regional Coordination Units 

36. Mrs. Valéria Abaza, representing the Black Sea Commission, presented the report of the 

ACCOBAMS Black Sea Sub-Regional Coordination Unit (Annex V). She presented the main 

actions carried out in the Black Sea which, in terms of research and conservation, involve the 

following topics: population structure, species conservation plans, the Survey Initiative, by-

catch, interaction with fisheries, anthropogenic noise, emergency situations, protected areas, 

chemical pollution and climate change. She also presented actions concerning communication 

and awareness- and capacity-building. 

37. Mrs. Lobna Ben Nakhla, representative of RAC/SPA, presented the report of the 

Mediterranean Sub-Regional Coordination Unit (Annex VI). The main activities were assisting 

research carried out in northeast Sardinia and collaborating with the research institute Tethys 

to monitor cetaceans in the Pelagos area and the Ionian Sea (Greece). RAC/SPA is 

implementing the regional project for developing a Mediterranean network of Marine and 

coastal areas (MedMPAnet) and the third phase of the MedOpenSeas Project. RAC/SPA is also 

collaborating with the permanent secretariat of ACCOBAMS to organize a workshop on the 

impact of climate change on cetaceans and marine turtles during the first half of 2014.  

 

b) Report of the Depositary 

38. The representative of the Depositary of the Agreement (the Principality of Monaco), referring 

to the report presented in Annex VII, informed the Meeting of key points on how new Parties 

could join the Agreement and on the ratification of amendments during the three-year period 

2011-2013. By 15 July 2013, he said, there were 23 Parties to ACCOBAMS and since the Fourth 

Meeting of the Parties, held in Monaco from 9 to 12 November 2010, no new Parties had 

joined the Agreement. 

39. As to the amendments to the Agreement decided by the Parties in 2010, related to the 

extending of the ACCOBAMS geographical area, four approval instruments had been received 

by the Depositary, coming from Monaco, Bulgaria, Ukraine, and Spain. The Depositary had 

informed the Parties, the European Commission, and the ACCOBAMS and Convention on 

Migratory Species (UNEP/CMS) Permanent Secretariats about this by diplomatic route. 

40. He also said that during the 2011-2013 period, the Depositary, through various diplomatic 

agents in ǘƘŜ tǊƛƴŎƛǇŀƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ aƻƴŀŎƻΣ ƘŀŘ ōŀŎƪŜŘ ǘƘŜ tŜǊƳŀƴŜƴǘ {ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊƛŀǘΩǎ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘ 

encouraging the other border states and the European Commission to join the Agreement. 
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41. The DepositŀǊȅΩǎ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛǾŜ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ tŀǊǘƛŜǎ ǘƻ ƎƛǾŜ ǇǊƛƻǊƛǘȅ ǘƻ ǊŀǘƛŦȅƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 

ŀƳŜƴŘƳŜƴǘ ƻƴ ŜȄǘŜƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ !ƎǊŜŜƳŜƴǘΩǎ ƎŜƻƎǊŀǇƘƛŎŀƭ ŀǊŜŀΣ ǘƘǳǎ ŜƴŀōƭƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ŀƳŜƴŘƳŜƴǘ 

to come into force. 

 

c) Report of the Secretariat 

42. The Executive Secretary, referring to the report presented in Annex VIII, informed the Meeting 

about the state of ratifications and institutional arrangements set in place between the 

Secretariat and the Parties. She said in this respect that all the Parties except two (Algeria and 

Montenegro) had appointed Focal Points, and pointed out that, having no Focal Point for 

either of these countries, the Secretariat had difficulties communicating with these Parties. 

43. She stated that the ACCOBAMS regional workshops had once again proven extremely useful 

ŦƻǊ ƎǳƛŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ {ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊƛŀǘΩǎ ŀŎǘƛƻƴs in the countries during the triennium and for identifying 

ŎƻǳƴǘǊƛŜǎΩ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜƳŜƴǘǎ ŦƻǊ ƛƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ !ƎǊŜŜƳŜƴǘΦ ¢ƘŜ {ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊƛŀǘ ǘƘŜƴ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ 

main activities carried out since the last Meeting of the Parties.  

44. Lƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎǇŜŜŎƘŜǎ ƳŀŘŜ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ {ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊƛŀǘΩǎ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘΣ ǘƘŜ 

delegations congratulated the Secretariat on the work done and the quality of the documents 

provided. It was proposed that the information database set up by the Secretariat be enriched 

with links to relevant databases such as MEDACES. Moreover, the Coordinator for the 

UNEP/MAP indicated that the issue of data exchange is an important one for the process of 

implementing the Mediterranean Ecosystem Approach and that now is the time to work 

together to define and introduce the most appropriate means of exchanging information. 

 

d) Report of the Chair of the Scientific Committee 

45. Since the Chair of the Scientific Committee, Mr. Alexei Birkun, was unable for reasons of health 

to attend the Meeting, the Vice-Chair of the Committee, Mr. Vincent Ridoux, presented the 

ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ {ŎƛŜƴǘƛŦƛŎ /ƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜΩǎ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ following topics (Annex IX): 

population structure, species conservation plans, the Survey Initiative, by-catch, interaction 

with fisheries, ship strikes, anthropogenic noise, emergency situations, protected areas, 

chemical pollution, climate change and databases. He said that the Scientific Committee had 

met twice since the last MOP and that in its last meeting it had made the following 

recommendations for the Parties: 

 Recommendation 8.1.: Recommendations about comprehensive estimates of cetacean 

ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴǎ όά!//h.!a{ {ǳǊǾŜȅέύ  
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 Recommendation 8.2.: Recommendation about live removals of bottlenose dolphins in the 

Black Sea 

 Recommendation 8.3.: Recommendation about elaborating a Conservation Plan for fin 

whales in the Mediterranean 

 Recommendation 8.4.: Recommendation about ship strikes on cetaceans 

 Recommendation 8.5.: Recommendation about cetacean watching 

 wŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘŀǘƛƻƴ уΦсΦΥ wŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘŀǘƛƻƴ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ /ǳǾƛŜǊΩǎ ōŜŀƪŜŘ ǿƘŀƭŜǎ 

in the Mediterranean. 

46. The representative from Greece noted that as regards seismic surveys in the Ionian Sea, 

Greece had replied officially to the request of the ACCOBAMS Secretariat to provide relevant 

information on mitigation measures applied and that no unusual stranding events were 

reported during the survey. He also noted that during the mass stranding events of CuvierΩs 

beaked whales in November-December 2011, no seismic surveys or naval exercises were 

conducted by Greece. 

 

e) Report of the Bureau 

47. Mr. Cyril Gomez, Chair of the Bureau during the period 2011-2013, presented the Bureau 

report (Annex X). He reported that the Bureau met three times during the period mentioned 

above and that the conclusions and recommendations of each of these meetings were 

recorded in reports. Thereafter, he reviewed the major items the Bureau had to deal with. In 

this respect, he pointed out that the Bureau examined the state of progress of the 

implementation of the Headquarters Agreement with the host country and asked the 

Secretariat to remain in contact with the competent authorities of the Principality of Monaco 

to provide the necessary modifications needed to be more in accordance with the regulations 

in force in the Principality and to present a finalized version during the Sixth Meeting of the 

Parties. The Bureau prepared a proposal aimed at modifying the composition of the Scientific 

Committee. This proposal was presented at the Fifth Meeting of the Parties with a view to 

introducing, on the one hand, more transparency in the appointment process for Scientific 

Committee members and, on the other, to open up the Scientific Committee to a larger 

ƛƴŎƭǳǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǎŎƛŜƴǘƛǎǘǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ tŀǊǘƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŦǊƻƳ !//h.!a{Ωǎ Partner organizations. He also 

pointed out that the Bureau had examined a new form for the presentation of projects within 

the Supplementary Conservation Fund. The new form was submitted for the opinion of the 

Fifth Meeting of the Parties. The Bureau also examined the process for developing 

!//h.!a{Ωǎ ƭƻƴƎ-term strategy and reported its recommendations to the expert in charge of 

this development. It also asked the Secretariat to prepare a draft credentials procedure within 

ACCOBAMS to be submitted to the Parties during the Fifth Meeting of the Parties. This 
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proposal is based namely on an analysis by the Permanent Secretariat of similar provisions 

used within the Bern Convention. 

Agenda Item 9 ς Report by the Credentials Committee 

 

48. The representative from Lebanon reported that Credential Letters received from seventeen 

Parties (Albania, Cyprus, Croatia, Egypt, France, Georgia, Greece, Lebanon, Malta, Monaco, 

Morocco, Portugal, Romania, Slovenia, Spain, Tunisia and Ukraine) had met the criteria of 

Article VI of the Rules of Procedures for the Meeting of the Parties. 

49. The Committee mentioned that the Credential Letter submitted by Libya was in Arabic. 

Considering that the Committee was made of, among others, two Parties from Arabic 

Countries, which were Lebanon and Tunisia, and that these Parties examined the content of 

the letter and certified its conformity with Article VI of the Rules of Procedures for the Meeting 

of the Parties, the Committee recommended accepting the document presented by the Libyan 

Delegate. 

Agenda Item 10 ς National reports  

 

a) Synthesis of the National Reports of the Parties 

50. The Secretariat affirmed that National Reports had been submitted online by the Parties 

following the format adopted within Resolution 4.6, and that in accordance with a decision 

made by the Parties, National Reports were completed by the Secretariat according to 

information collected during Regional Workshops or in National Reports submitted by the 

Parties in the framework of other Organization meetings. Focal Points verified and completed 

the information in these reports. 

51. With the aim of improving the online reporting system, it was asked to give more space for the 

entry of information within particular items. 

52. The Secretariat introduced the synthesis on the implementation of ACCOBAMS by the Parties 

in document MOP5/2013/Doc13 and underlined a lack of information on the implementation 

of Resolutions. 

53. Greece and Ukraine asked the Secretariat to integrate information included in their respective 

National Reports in the synthesis of National Reports. 
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b) Range States activities 

54. The representative from LǎǊŀŜƭ ǇƻƛƴǘŜŘ ƻǳǘ Ƙƛǎ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩǎ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘ ƛƴ joining ACCOBAMS. He 

made it clear that, even though Israel is not a Party to ACCOBAMS yet, it has already 

contributed to the conservation of these species through its institutions, scientists and non-

governmental organizations. He said that some Israeli scientists are well known within the 

community of scientists involved in the conservation of cetaceans. 

Agenda Item 11 ς Institutional dispositions 

 

a) ACCOBAMS long-term strategy 2014-2023 

55. The Coordinator of the Working Group in charge of strategy development, Mrs. Ana ~ǘǊōŜƴŀŎ, 

underlined the decision of the last Meeting of the Parties, reflected in Resolution 4.24, to 

prepare the ACCOBAMS Strategy and introduced the process used for the analysis of the 

Agreement's effectiveness and for the development of the Strategy. She stressed that the 

Strategy proposal was prepared with a participatory approach, including:  

- representatives of the ACCOBAMS Bureau, Parties, Partners, Consultants and the 

Secretariat of the Bonn Convention forming the Strategy Working Group,  

- participants in the ACCOBAMS regional workshops, representing the Parties and 

relevant regional agreements.  

In addition, the Strategy proposal was a subject of public consultations. 

 

56. The Coordinator presented the following main elements of the Strategy referring to the 

Appendix to Document MOP5/2013/Res5.1: Analysis of the present state of ACCOBAMS 

affairs; ACCOBAMS Mission; Vision; Objectives; Action plan; Implementation and financing; 

Monitoring and revision of the Strategy. 

57. She added that the implementation of the Strategy will be based on operational work 

programmes for three-year periods, with a more detailed action plan for the strategy. 

Agreement funds (trust fund, voluntary contributions) will remain the primary source of 

funding, but more emphasis should be given to external funding. The monitoring of the 

strategy will include the regular monitoring of the operational work programmes and the 

implementation of resolutions. Overall effectiveness will be evaluated after 5 years of 

implementation and at the end of the Strategy period. 

58. Following the presentation of the strategy by the Coordinator, the Chair once again stressed 

ǘƘŜ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ŦƻŎŀƭ Ǉƻƛƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǊƻƭŜ ƛƴ !//h.!a{Ωǎ ǿƻǊƪ ŀƴŘ ƛǘǎ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ 

implementation. She then invited the participants to express their views and comments about 

the Strategy proposal. 
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59. Many participants congratulated the consultant on the quality of the work achieved, pointing 

out that the Strategy suggested is in accordance with the objectives of the Agreement and in 

line with the international orientations for the conservation of biodiversity and the marine 

environment. They stressed that the Strategy will be extremely useful in guiding the Parties 

ŀƴŘ !//h.!a{Ωǎ ǾŀǊƛƻǳǎ ōƻŘƛŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǿƻǊƪ ƛƴ ŦƻǊǘƘŎƻƳƛƴƎ ȅŜŀǊǎΣ ƴŀƳŜƭȅ ŦƻǊ ŀŎƘƛŜǾƛƴg the 

CDB Aichi targets. 

60. The representative from the CMS Secretariat informed the meeting that CMS was undertaking 

a similar exercise, during which an overarching Strategic Plan for Migratory Species was being 

developed for the period 2015-2023. Like any plan for migratory species, it is meant to serve as 

a guiding framework for all work supporting the conservation of migratory species. This 

approach and the opportunities for ACCOBAMS Parties to be involved had been explained in a 

CMS statement at the 8th meeting of the ACCOBAMS Bureau in December 2012. ACCOBAMS 

Parties were highly encouraged to engage in this important exercise by commenting on the 

second Draft Plan when it would be available in January 2014. This would help ensure the 

development of a strong, realistic plan in support of the conservation of migratory species. In 

order to highlight this important process, she offered to provide additions to draft Resolution 

5.1 prepared by the CMS Secretariat. 

61. Stressing the significance of climate change, the representative from the Humane Society 

International (HSI) asked the Secretariat if the ACCOBAMS climate change workshop would be 

held in a near future. In this context, the Executive Secretary emphasized that the workshop 

had been postponed for logistical reasons but will take place in 2014 - either before or after 

the Scientific Committee meeting in April. 

62. The Coordinator was invited to prepare a final version of the strategy taking into account the 

amendments proposed by the participants, with a view of adopting it as an Annex to 

Resolution 5.1 (Annex XI). 

 

b) Work Programme 2014-2016 

63. The Secretariat presented the Work Programme suggested for the 2014-2016 period 

contained in Document MOP5/2013/Res 5.2. In so doing, the Secretariat referred to the 

following documents: 

- ACCOBAMS contribution to the Ecosystem Approach process in the Mediterranean - 

MOP5/2013/Doc10 

- Population structure: next steps in the ACCOBAMS area - MOP5/2013/Doc 21 

- ACCOBAMS Working Groups and relevant Terms of Reference - MOP5/2013/Doc 29 

- Concept note on project proposal on cetaceans by-catch and depredation reduction in the 

Mediterranean and Black Seas fisheries - MOP5/2013/Inf 04 
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- Development of a project for assessing and reducing the impact of ghost fishing on marine 

biodiversity, in particular fishery resources, cetaceans and sea turtles, in the Mediterranean 

and the Black Sea - MOP5/2013/Inf 05 

- Resolutions of relevance for ACCOBAMS adopted by other Organisations - MOP5/2013/Inf 35 

- Presentation of the Provisions of the Council Regulation (EC) no 812/2004 relevant for the 

ACCOBAMS area and proposal for a Regulation of the European Parliament and of the 

Council amending this RegulationMOP5/2013/Inf 45 

- wŜǇƻǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ά²Ŝstern MediterrŀƴŜŀƴέ ǊŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ ǿƻǊƪǎƘƻǇ ƻƴ !//h.!a{ ƛƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ 

Ref Document: RWwm02/2012/Doc09 

- Report of Central Mediterranean workshop on ACCOBAMS implementation Ref Document: 

RWcm02/2012/Doc10 

- wŜǇƻǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ά{ƻǳǘƘŜǊƴ aŜŘƛǘŜǊǊŀƴŜŀƴέ ǊŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ ǿƻǊƪǎƘƻǇ ƻn ACCOBAMS implementation 

Ref Document: RWsm02/2012/Doc10 

- Report of Eastern Mediterranean workshop on ACCOBAMS implementation Ref Document: 

RWem02/2012/Doc10 

- Report of Black Sea workshop on ACCOBAMS implementation Ref Document: 

RWbs02/2012/Doc10 

 

64. The Secretariat indicated that the Work Programme had been developed on the basis of 

proposed strategy for ACCOBAMS, bearing in mind both the recommendations made by the 

ACCOBAMS Scientific Committee and relevant programmes and initiatives developed by 

other organizations, in order to ensure a good degree of synergy and dovetailing with these 

programmes and initiatives. It then reviewed the actions proposed in the Work Programme 

as well as their respective objectives. 

65. Several participants stressed their wish to see ACCOBAMS become increasingly integrated 

into work related to ǘƘŜ 9ǳǊƻǇŜŀƴ ¦ƴƛƻƴΩǎ aŀǊƛƴŜ {ǘǊŀǘŜƎȅ Framework Directive and work 

related to the Habitats Directive. During discussions on means to achieve this integration, it 

was suggested both that the Parties to ACCOBAMS which are members of the European 

Union inform the ¦ƴƛƻƴΩǎ relevant bodies about the programmes and initiatives undertaken 

by ACCOBAMS, and that after this MOP the ACCOBAMS Secretariat contact the European 

Commission, expressing its desire to participate in working groups and other meetings 

organized within the context of the Marine Strategy and the Habitats Directive. 

66. The representative from CMS proposed that the ACCOBAMS Secretariat jointly with the 

ASCOBANS Secretariat examine, with the CMS Executive Secretary, possible joint approaches 

ǘƻ ōǊƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ ƎǊŜŀǘŜǊ ƭƛƴƪŀƎŜ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƭƭŀōƻǊŀǘƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 9ǳǊƻǇŜŀƴ ¦ƴƛƻƴΩǎ 

Marine Strategy. 
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67. The Meeting reviewed the "ACCOBAMS Working Groups and relevant Terms of Reference" 

document (MOP5/2013/Doc29) and approved its content. Concerning the joint ACCOBAMS 

and ASCOBANS working group on the 9¦Ωǎ Marine Strategy Framework Directive and in 

particular the designation of the working group coordinator, the Meeting invited the two 

Secretariats to consult together as soon as possible to define the workload of the coordinator 

and, if necessary, entrust this task to a consultant who would work with the help of the Focal 

Points. 

68. Following the presentation by the Secretariat of Document MOP5/2013/Doc10 intended to 

provide information on how cetaceans are considered in the determination of the 

MediterraneanΩǎ Good Environmental Status and targets for the implementation of the 

Ecosystem Approach process in the Mediterranean by the Barcelona Convention 

(UNEP/MAP), the Meeting commended this initiative and encouraged the Secretariat to liaise 

with the Barcelona Convention for the determination of the Good Environmental Status 

(GES). 

69. The modifications proposed by the participants and approved by the Meeting have been 

reflected in the Work Programme appended to Resolution 5.2 (Annex XI). 

70. The Meeting instructed the Secretariat to contact the Parties in order to set an exact date for 

the annual celebration of the !//h.!a{ 5ŀȅ ŦƻǊ /ŜǘŀŎŜŀƴǎ ό{ŜŎǘƛƻƴ ά! оŀΥ tǳōƭƛŎ 

Awareness-Raisingέ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ²ƻǊƪ tǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜύΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ŘŀǘŜ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŎƘƻǎŜƴ ōŜŀǊƛƴƎ ƛƴ mind 

the dates of known relevant events. 

 

c) Scientific Committee 

71. The Secretariat recalled that in Resolution 4.4, the Parties had asked the Scientific Committee 

and the Bureau, in collaboration with the Secretariat, to present to the Parties and Partners a 

proposal concerning issues linked to the make-up of the Scientific Committee, six months 

before the Fifth Meeting of the Parties. It also indicated that the Bureau had instructed the 

Secretariat to prepare a document based on the elements approved by the Meetings of the 

Bureau and to circulate it to the Bureau and Scientific Committee Members in order to draft 

a proposal concerning the new structure and work procedures of the Scientific Committee. It 

described the process that had been used and the difficulties encountered, and reviewed the 

main elements of the proposal for Rules on the Scientific Committee that had been sent to 

the Focal Points six months before the Meeting (Annex to Document MOP5/2013/Res5.3). 

72. Participants asked for clarification on the number of experts proposed by CIESM, for the list 

provided by the Secretariat only contained 5 experts instead of the 10 requested by the 

Parties. 
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73. Invited to speak on the issue by the Chair, the General Director of CIESM indicated that his 

organization did not agree to provide a list of ten experts out of whom the Parties to 

!//h.!a{ ǿƻǳƭŘ ŎƘƻƻǎŜ р ǘƻ ōŜ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ !ƎǊŜŜƳŜƴǘΩǎ {ŎƛŜƴǘƛŦƛŎ /ƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜΦ IŜ ŀƭǎƻ 

stated that his organization would withdraw from its collaboration with ACCOBAMS in 

appointing the members of the Scientific Committee if the Parties to ACCOBAMS did not 

accept the conditions set by CIESM. The General Director of CIESM stressed the importance 

of the Parties not interfering in selecting the experts proposed by his organization. 

74. The Chair then decided to form a Working Group open to the delegations of the Parties, 

chaired by Morocco, to find a solution as to the composition of the Scientific Committee. 

75. The Working Group met twice and its Chair reported about the compromise reached, 

especially regarding the leadership and coordination of the Scientific Committee which shall 

be entrusted by the Meeting of the Parties to CIESM or IUCN in rotation from one triennium 

to the next. 

76. The Meeting tasked the Secretariat to submit the elements above to CIESM and IUCN before 

being submitted for adoption to MOP 5. If one of the two organizations informs the 

Secretariat that it cannot take on the role of leadership and coordination for the Scientific 

Committee according to the above terms, the Meeting of Parties shall choose the other 

organization, which would then be invited to appoint 6 members in consultation with the 

Secretariat of the Agreement. 

77. The two organizations viewed the suggestions of the Parties favourably and confirmed their 

agreement to appoint the experts representing them in accordance with the elements 

decided on by the Parties. 

78. The Rules regarding the Scientific Committee were thus modified, taking into account the 

new elements decided on by the Parties on the subject, and appear in the Annex to 

Resolution 5.3. 

79. Following on the consultations between the Parties and Partner organizations, the Meeting 

decided to entrust, for the period 2014-2016, the leadership and coordination of the 

Scientific Committee to CIESM and to appoint the members of the Scientific Committee as 

follows: 

 Members representing CIESM: 3 members shall be selected by CIESM in close consultation 

with the ACCOBAMS Executive Secretary 

 Members representing IUCN: Renaud de Stefanis, Ibrahim Ben Amer, Léa David 

 Regional representatives:  

- Western region: Marina Sequeira (Alternate member Sadia Belcaid) 

- Central region: Mehdi Aissi (Alternate member Drasco Holcer) 



ACCOBAMS-MOP5/2013/Doc 31 

18 

- Eastern region: Vasileois Petropoulos (Alternate member Mohamed Abdelwarith). 

During the appointment of members, the representative from Lebanon withdrew its 

two applications that had been proposed. 

- Black Sea region: Konstantin Mihailov (Alternate: Dimitar Popov) 

 Representative for ECS: Tilen Genov 

 Representative for IWC: Greg Donovan 

 Representative for CMS: Bill Perrin 

80. The draft Resolution was adopted later as Resolution 5.3 (Annex XI). 

 

d) Status of ACCOBAMS Partners 

81. The Secretariat introduced Document MOP5/2013/Doc16 presenting two new partnership 

requests. 

82. After examining the two requests, and taking into account their conformity with Resolution 

4.20, the Parties granted Partner Status to: 

- the Non-Governmental Organization άaŀǊŜ bƻǎǘǊǳƳέ 

- ǘƘŜ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴ άDǊƻǳǇŜƳŜƴǘ ŘΩLƴǘŞǊşǘ {ŎƛŜƴǘƛŦƛǉǳŜ ǇƻǳǊ ƭŜǎ aŀƳƳƛŦŝǊŜǎ aŀǊƛƴǎ Ŝǘ ƭŜǳǊ 

ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƴŜƳŜƴǘέ όDL{оaύΦ 

 

e) ACCOBAMS Compliance Procedure 

83. The Secretariat informed the Meeting of the Parties that, on the basis of various cases of 

non-compliance with obligations communicated to the Secretariat, the Bureau had entrusted 

the Secretariat with the preparation of a draft procedure of compliance with the ACCOBAMS 

obligations in order to submit it to the Meeting of the Parties.  

84. The legal expert of the Secretariat, Mr. Tullio Scovazzi, informed the Meeting of the Parties 

that the draft in question took into account non-confrontational procedures for the 

prevention of disputes that had been established or were being established within other 

treaties on the protection of the environment (see doc. MOP5/2013/Inf. 34). These 

procedures presented  

- some common aspects, such as the non-confrontational character of the procedure that 

ended with a recommendation, the objective of facilitating the implementation of the 

obligations arising from the treaty, the establishment of an ad hoc body (Committee),  

- as well some differences, in particular as regards the composition of the Committee and 

the right to present a submission.  
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The draft proposed to the Meeting of the Parties had been discussed and approved with some 

modifications by the Bureau. It was based on the principles of openness to civil society (in this 

case represented by the organizations having the status of ACCOBAMS Partners), transparency 

and effectiveness.   

 

85. In the discussion, some Parties expressed their support for the draft. Other Parties raised 

Řƻǳōǘǎ ƻƴ ǎƻƳŜ ǇƻƛƴǘǎΣ ƛƴ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊ ŀǎ ǊŜƎŀǊŘǎ ǘƘŜ ǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎƛƻƴ άŎƻƳǇƭƛŀƴŎŜ ǿƛǘƘ 

ƻōƭƛƎŀǘƛƻƴǎέΣ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳǇƻǎƛǘion of the Committee and the confidentiality of the procedure.  

86. The Chairperson asked the legal expert to meet with the Parties who had manifested doubts 

in order to find generally acceptable solutions. Following the meeting, some modifications 

were proposed which, without changing the substance of the draft, entailed a revision of the 

terminology (follow-up procedure instead of compliance procedure) and of the provision on 

confidentiality. The revised text was accepted by the Parties as a whole.  

87. The draft Resolution was adopted later as Resolution 5.4 (Annex XI). 

88. The Chairperson invited the Meeting of the Parties to approve the amendments to the Rules 

of Procedure for the Meeting of the Parties (new Art. 18 on the election of members of the 

Follow-up Committee), in order to proceed to the election of the members of the 

Committee. 

89. The amendments to the Rules of Procedure for the Meeting of the Parties were approved. 

90. The representatives from Croatia and Lebanon declared that their States withdrew the 

applications they had proposed.  

91. The representatives from Tethys declared that their organization withdrew the applications it 

had proposed. 

92. The Chairperson asked the representatives of Cyprus and of Slovenia to act as tellers. They 

did accept. The election of the members of the Committee took place according to the 

procedure set forth in Art. 18 of the Rules of Procedure for the Meeting of the Parties. 

93. The following candidates nominated by the Parties were elected: Mr. Victor Escobar, M. 

Mohamed Hamani and Mrs. Marie-Anne Mortelette.     

94. The following candidates nominated by the ACCOBAMS Partners were consequently elected: 

Mr. Drasko Holcer (Blue World) and Mr. Dan Kerem (IMMRAC), with Mr. Aviad Schenin as 

alternate. 
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95. The following members were drawn by lot as members whose term is reduced: 

- Mr. Mohamed Hamani and Mrs. Marie-Anne Mortelette among the members nominated 

by the Parties; 

- Mr. Dan Kerem (with Mr. Aviad Schenin as alternate) among the members nominated by 

the ACCOBAMS Partners. 

 

f) Procedure for the ACCOBAMS call for proposals for projects to be funded under the 

Supplementary Conservation Fund 

96. The Secretariat presented Draft Resolution 5.5 (Procedure for the ACCOBAMS call for 

proposals for projects funded by the Supplementary Conservation Fund), explaining that 

improvements had been made to the procedure and documents for the call for project 

proposals following on the lessons learned from the first two calls for project proposals 

launched in 2011 and 2012 by the Secretariat. 

97. Some representatives welcomed the possibility of submitting project proposals in French. 

98. The Meeting reviewed and amended the call for proposals documents, bearing in mind the 

remarks and suggestions made by the delegates. 

99. The draft Resolution was later adopted as Resolution 5.5 (Annex XI). 

 

g) Staff Regulations 

100. The representative of the Principality of Monaco presented Draft Resolution 5.6 on staff 

regulations. 

101. He pointed out that the first draft regulations had been prepared by the Secretariat jointly 

with the Monaco Government and that they needed to be refined. At present, the 

Principality of Monaco provides the Executive Secretary and some secretarial work by 

another person. His Highness had declared in his Statement that while regretting the 

departure of the present Executive Secretary, he maintained his commitment to and his 

support for the Secretariat. After examining several applications, Florence Descroix-

/ƻƳŀƴŘǳŎŎƛΩǎ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǿŀǎ ŀŎŎŜǇǘŜŘΦ 

102. The finalization of the draft staff regulations should present, then, all the possible hypotheses 

to be considered for the recruitment of Permanent Secretariat staff.  

103. The Meeting received favourably the proposal of the Principality of Monaco and the Draft 

Resolution was later adopted as Resolution 5.6 (Annex XI). 
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h) Rules of Procedure for the Bureau 

104. Following requests received by the Secretariat, the last meeting of the Extended Bureau had 

mandated the Secretariat to prepare a revised version of its procedures.  

105. The amendments addressed Article 3 and concerned: 

- the opening up of the Meeting of the Extended Bureau to Sub-regional Units of Coordination, 

the Parties and the host Country of the next Meeting in order to bring assistance to the 

preparation of the Meeting of the Parties. The Secretariat pointed out that this opening up to 

participation had no financial implications. 

- the elimination of the Focal Point application for appointment of social economic experts. 

LƴŘŜŜŘΣ ǘƘŜ {ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊƛŀǘ ƳŀŘŜ ƛǘ ŎƭŜŀǊ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŜȄǇŜǊǘǎΩ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘƛƻƴ ǿŀǎ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ŀ ŎǊƛǘŜǊƛƻƴ 

of neutrality and so the intervention of the Focal Point was of no avail. 

106. For these amendment proposals, the Meeting requested the elimination of the notion of 

geographical representation. 

107. ¢ƘŜ aŜŜǘƛƴƎ ŀŘƻǇǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŀƳŜƴŘƳŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǿƛǎƘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŜȄǇŜǊǘǎΩ ǎŜƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ ōȅ ǘƘŜ {ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊƛŀǘ 

in collaboration with the Bureau be based on their curriculum vitae.  

108. The draft Resolution was adopted later as Resolution 5.7 (Annex XI)  

 

i) Rio + 20: perspectives for ACCOBAMS 

109. ¢ŀƪƛƴƎ ƛƴǘƻ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘ ά¢ƘŜ CǳǘǳǊŜ ²Ŝ ²ŀƴǘέΣ arising from the United 

Nations Conference on Sustainable Development (Rio, 2012), and in accordance with the 

decision made by the Bureau, the Secretariat introduced the draft Resolution άwƛƻҌнлΥ 

outlook ŦƻǊ !//h.!a{έ όahtрκнлмоκwŜǎ рΦуύΣ ƛƴ ƻǊŘŜǊ ǘƻ ƎǊƻǳƴŘ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ 

ACCOBAMS implementation actions on the spirit and objectives of this document. The legal 

expert of the Secretariat, Mr. Tullio Scovazzi, informed the Meeting of the Parties that the 

draft resolution included ǘƘŜ ŀǎǇŜŎǘǎ ƻŦ ά¢ƘŜ CǳǘǳǊŜ ²Ŝ ²ŀƴǘέ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜǊŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ƭƛƴƪŜŘ ǘƻ 

ACCOBAMSΩǎ objectives. 

110. The representative from !DLw ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘŜŘ ŜȄǘŜƴŘƛƴƎ !//h.!a{Ωǎ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴǎ ǘƻ include support 

for capacity-building activities that particularly target players involved in fishery activities, 

paying special attention to traditional fishing cooperatives. This should give them more 

autonomous economic management and reward their efforts to protect marine resources, 

especially as regards marine protected areas and their surrounding areas.  
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111. During the discussion, two proposals to improve the wording of the draft Resolution, one 

relating to the preamble and the other to paragraph m, were submitted and approved. 

112. The draft Resolution was adopted later as Resolution 5.8 (Annex XI). 

 

j) Rules of Procedure for the Meeting of the Parties: revised version 

113. The rules of procedure for the Meeting of the Parties were revised with regard to the 

Regulations relating to the Scientific Committee adopted by the Parties in Resolution 5.3 and 

with regard to the Regulations relating to the Follow-up Committee adopted by the Parties in 

Resolution 5.4. 

114. The rules of procedure for the Meeting of the Parties as they were adopted by the Meeting 

are included in Annex XII. 

 

Agenda Item 12 ς Implementation of the Agreement: technical and scientific issues 

 

a) Comprehensive cetacean population estimate and distribution in the ACCOBAMS area 

115. Mr. Simone Panigada introduced Draft Resolution 5.9 relating to the comprehensive estimate 

of cetacean populations and their distribution in the ACCOBAMS area while pointing out the 

necessity for recruiting a coordinator for survey implementation. 

116. The Executive Secretary informed the Meeting of the delay in the implementation of a 

convention established between the French Agency of MPAs and the IUCN Cooperation 

Centre for the Mediterranean which provides for financing by the ACCOBAMS Secretariat for 

the recruitment of a fund-raiser in charge of mobilizing necessary funds to implement the 

survey project. She also stressed the fact that the amount foreseen initially by the 

Convention had been reduced. 

117. Concerning the delay in the implementation of this convention, the Executive Secretary 

pointed out that she had received recently a mail from the MPA Agency informing her of its 

commitment to solve the problem in the near future. 

118. Concerning the reduction of financing, the representative from the IUCN Cooperation Centre 

for the Mediterranean confirmed that the available funds would be allocated first and 

foremost to the setting up of the survey project. 

119. /ƻƴŎŜǊƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘƻǊΩǎ ǊŜŎǊǳƛǘƳŜƴǘ requested by the Scientific Committee, the 

Meeting pointed out that this coordinator could only be recruited once the funds necessary 
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for the implementation of the survey project would be available. Moreover, the Meeting 

pointed out the importance for the fund-raiser to work jointly with the ά{ǳǊǾŜȅ LƴƛǘƛŀǘƛǾŜέ 

Work Group established by the Scientific Committee in order to facilitate the setting up and 

the search for funds necessary for the implementation of this project. 

120. The representative from Malta suggested that the information and study findings on the 

estimate of cetacean populations be made available on the ACCOBAMS website. 

121. The representative from Portugal asked the Secretariat to send to all the Parties, for the sake 

ƻŦ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴΣ ǘƘŜ ά{ǳǊǾŜȅ ƛƴƛǘƛŀǘƛǾŜέ draft document once completed. 

122. The representative from Greece informed the Meeting that available data could be provided 

to EMODnet and that this could bring potential funding to the Secretariat. 

123. After minor corrections, the draft Resolution was adopted later as Resolution 5.9 (Annex XI). 

 

b) Commercial cetacean watching in the ACCOBAMS Area 

124. The Secretariat presented feasibility studies for the development of pilot projects on whale 

watching carried out in Morocco and Tunisia in 2012 (MOP5/2013/Inf41 and Inf42) as well as 

the results of whale-watching operators present in the Agreement area. 

125. Morocco and Tunisia thanked the Secretariat for the studies undertaken in their countries 

and said they wish to continue collaborating closely for the operational implementation of 

these pilot projects.  

126. The HSI representative welcomed the feasibility studies and noted that worldwide scientific 

evidence of a negative impact of whale watching has accrued. Hence, in those bodies where 

the technical development of whale watching is being discussed ς such as the Scientific 

Committee of the International Whaling Committee ς ǿŜ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎƛƴƎƭȅ ǎǇŜŀƪ ƻŦ ΨwŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƭŜ 

²ƘŀƭŜ ²ŀǘŎƘƛƴƎΩΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ²ƘŀƭŜ ²ŀǘŎƘƛƴƎ ΨƭŀōŜƭΩ ƻŦ !//hBAMS is also trying to 

address. He added that further advice on how this may be achieved can be obtained from 

ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƛǎǘ ōƻŘƛŜǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ²ƘŀƭŜ ŀƴŘ 5ƻƭǇƘƛƴ /ƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ L²/Ωǎ ƭƻƴƎ-standing 

whale watching subcommittee.  

127. The Executive Secretary presented Draft Resolution 5.10 regarding commercial cetacean 

watching in the ACCOBAMS area. 

128. The Representative from the Pelagos Sanctuary reminded the Meeting that Resolution 4.6 of 

the 4th Conference of Parties to the Pelagos Agreement provided for the establishment of a 

joint Pelagos-ACCOBAMS label whose draft was presented during the 5th Conference of 
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Parties (Rome, June 2013). In addition, following the 6th Meeting of the Scientific and 

Technical Committee (October 2013), it was considered that the implementation of national 

legal tools necessary to prevent the intentional disturbance of marine mammals was a 

ǇǊŜǊŜǉǳƛǎƛǘŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƛƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŀƴȅ ǘȅǇŜ ƻŦ άƭŀōŜƭέ ŦƻǊ whale-watching activities. The 

Working Group on whale watching was put in charge of identifying the problems 

encountered by the Parties for the implementation of the label and had to consider all the 

possible solutions to frame this activity in an effective and efficient way. Results of these 

investigations shall be presented during the next Scientific and Technical Committee Meeting 

of the Pelagos Sanctuary planned in October 2014. Moreover, the Pelagos Scientific and 

Technical Committee recommended maintaining the joint Pelagos-ACCOBAMS nature of the 

framework project for whale-watching activities. 

129. After minor corrections, the draft Resolution was adopted later as Resolution 5.10 (Annex XI). 

 

c) Ship Strikes on cetaceans in the Mediterranean Sea 

130. The Chairperson invited Simone Panigada to present Draft Resolution 5.11 on ship strikes.  

131. Mr. Panigada explained that cetaceans and in particular large species are threatened by ship 

strikes. He stressed the importance of taking into account this issue based on existing 

recommendations and particularly those provided by the joint ACCOBAMS/IWC workshop 

and pursuing collaboration with relevant organizations. 

132. He explained that the REPCET system allows for the real-time spotting of cetaceans and its 

cost is estimated at ϵолл / month per vessel equipped. Additional information on this system 

would be provided to participants upon request.  

133. After minor corrections, the draft Resolution was adopted later as Resolution 5.11 (Annex XI). 

 

d) Work towards a conservation plan for fin whales in the Mediterranean Sea 

134. The Chairperson asked Simone Panigada to present Draft Resolution 5.12 relating to the 

conservation plan for fin whales in the Mediterranean. 

135. He explained that fin whales in the ACCOBAMS area are under several anthropogenic threats, 

namely ship strikes. 

136. Therefore, appropriate research should be conducted on the use and distribution of habitats 

ƛƴ ƻǊŘŜǊ ǘƻ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜ Ŧƛƴ ǿƘŀƭŜǎΩ ǇǊŜŦŜǊŜƴŎŜǎ ƛƴ ǘŜǊƳǎ ƻŦ Ƙŀōƛǘŀǘs and examine the existence of 
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critical habitats for this species. This would facilitate the implementation of management 

measures to regulate maritime traffic, fishing and whale watching. 

137. The draft Resolution was adopted later as Resolution 5.12 (Annex XI). 

 

e) /ƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ /ǳǾƛŜǊΩǎ beaked whales in the Mediterranean 

138. The Scientific Committee informed the participants that the last CMS Conference of Parties 

(Bergen, Norway 2011) had asked the ACCOBAMS Scientific Committee to prepare a proposal 

to include the MeŘƛǘŜǊǊŀƴŜŀƴ /ǳǾƛŜǊΩǎ ōŜŀƪŜŘ ǿƘŀƭŜ όZiphius cavirostris) in Appendix 1 of 

CMS (granting to this species the endangered status) to be presented to the CMS COP 11 in 

2014.  

139. The Representative from Spain offered to support this proposal in the next CMS Meeting of 

Parties, an initiative welcomed by NRDC and OceanCare.  

140. The Parties underlined the significance of the work undertaken by the Scientific Committee 

on the map modelling the habitats of Ziphius.  

141. They invited the Scientific Committee to continue its work and asked it to give explanations 

on the data, modelling methodology and scientific protocols used to create this kind of map. 

Such explanations would give the Parties a better understanding of this kind of map and its 

related issues. 

142. NRDC and OceanCare commended the work of the Scientific Committee in developing a very 

sound recommendation to improve the protection of Cuvier's beaked whales from intense 

noise sources. They emphasised that this Recommendation had been prepared in accordance 

with the 2011-2013 Work Programme. 

143. They informed the Meeting about worrying scientific information about the level of impacts 

by anthropogenic noise, including impacts at the population level, and said that in many 

regions in the world, the practice and transparency of environmental impact assessments, as 

well as proactive engagement in best environmental practice, are much more advanced than 

in the Agreement area. 

144. The French Delegation advised that future Resolutions linked to underwater noise should be 

send at early stage to the ASCOBANS/ACCOBAMS/CMS Noise working group so it may issue 

an opinion and propose improvements to: 

- obtain an overview of the proposed resolutions, 
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- issue recommendations in order to facilitate the application of the proposed 

resolutions considering environmental, technical and economic constraints, 

- facilitate adoption by the Parties. 

145. The representative from Greece called for further collaboration with experts and relevant 

international instruments, stating that ACCOBAMS Resolution 4.17 on Guidelines to address 

the impact of anthropogenic noise is a good instrument and that its implementation should 

be tested to give feedback on relevant work for the identification of supplementary 

mitigation measures. 

146. Upon the request of participants, a drafting group on Cuvier's beaked whale conservation 

was created to revise the draft Resolution. This drafting group, open to all participants, was 

chaired by France. 

147. Some members of the drafting group considered that the "areas of special concern for 

/ǳǾƛŜǊΩǎ ōŜŀƪŜŘ ǿƘŀƭŜǎϦ map could not appear as it stands and the Parties agreed that this 

map would appear in Recommendation 8.6 of the Scientific Committee (Annex IX ς 

Recommendation 8.6). 

148. The representative from Greece stated that this map had been created based on two models 

with huge differences between them and the final model is an amalgamation of the two. The 

data used for the creation of the final map go back to 1991. As a map is a strong element to 

use, Greece believes that the model should be tested before being published. Greece 

believes that the work of the Scientific Committee is on the right track and should be 

developed. 

149. For the future use of this kind of map, the French Delegation underlined that in no case 

should such maps be used to prohibit, limit or drastically restrict economic and military 

activities in άareas of special concern for beaked whaleǎέ. If such were the case, it would not 

be acceptable for the Parties. On the other hand, these maps could be used as advice and 

management tools to better plan economic and military activities in those areas in order to 

reduce, limit or cancel impacts on Ziphius. This kind of tool is necessary and very useful for 

the conservation of Ziphius. 

150. The French representative stated that the English version of the Resolution on the 

conservation of Cuvier's beaked whales in the Mediterranean is the reference version.  

151. The draft Resolution was adopted later as Resolution 5.13 (Annex XI). 
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f) Identification of cetaceans / population structure 

152. The representative from Ukraine introduced Draft Resolution 5.14 relevant to the live 

removal of Bottlenose dolphins in the Black Sea underlining that this draft Resolution was 

consequent to the Recommendations of the Scientific Committee. It banned the importing, 

exporting and re-exporting of specimen from this Black Sea species and provided for the use 

of genetic, morphological and photo-identification methods to inventory all specimens kept 

in captivity. 

153. The Chairperson underlined that the issue of deliberate taking was not only referring to Black 

Sea Bottlenose dolphins and that a broader resolution could be presented in the next 

ACCOBAMS Meeting of the Parties. 

154. The representative from Malta informed the Meeting of CITES provisions regarding the 

marking of captive individuals. She informed the participants that genetic markers are not 

efficient for enforcement matters when compared to other marking methods such as 

microchips which can be read in the field there and then. Genetic markers need appropriate 

testing facilities which are not available in all ACCOBAMS Countries, since such laboratories 

must also be accredited to perform genetic analysis on the particular species (not genus). 

This means that the result is not instant and most of the time requires days or even weeks to 

be available. Thus they are definitely not useful if a live animal is being withheld or if samples 

degrade with time. 

155. The Secretariat underlined the significance of genetic analysis to identify the origin of the 

specimen and reduce the danger of fraud linked to the use of chips. 

 

156. The representative from OceanCare did welcome Draft Resolution 5.14 and Document 

ACCOBAMS-MOP5/2013/Doc20 ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŎŜǘŀŎŜŀƴǎ ŦƻǊ /L¢9{Ω ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜǎ as a 

proactive and solution-oriented way forward to impose the implementation of the 

AgreementΩs objectives ς the ban on live removals ς as well as to prevent the continuation of 

illegal trade with captive bottlenose dolphins originating from the Black Sea. It is furthermore 

another step forward towards close cooperation between ACCOBAMS and CITES. In response 

to questions raised during the discussion on the recommended inventory, OceanCare did 

provide additional background on the issue. Live removals in the Agreement area have 

continued, as have trade activities. Dolphins involved in international trade have often been 

classified as captive-bred while such animals are replaced with wild-caught animals. The 

proposed inventory will be an efficient tool to help authorities mitigate this trend. 

 

157. Under this item, Mr. Simone Panigada also introduced Document MOP5/2013/Doc 21 

presenting the results of the workshop on cetacean population structure jointly organized by 
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ECS/ASCOBANS/ACCOBAMS on the occasion of the 27th ECS Annual Conference (Setubal, 

Portugal 8-10 April 2013). 

158. After a few minor corrections, the draft Resolution was adopted later as Resolution 5.14 

(Annex XI). 

159. The Parties asked the Secretariat to contact the Parties to identify a Country that would 

submit the draft Recommendation in the next CITES meeting. 

160. The Chairperson gave the floor to the legal expert, Mr. Tullio Scovazzi, in order to introduce 

Document ahtрκнлмоκLƴŦ отΣ ά¢ŀƪƛƴƎ ƻŦ ŎŜǘŀŎŜŀƴǎ ŀƴŘ ŘƻƭǇƘƛƴŀǊƛŀΥ ŀ ƭŜƎŀƭ ŀƴŀƭȅǎƛǎ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ 

ǘƘŜ !//h.!a{ ŦǊŀƳŜǿƻǊƪέΦ  

161. The expert pointed out that, on the basis of a detailed analysis of the ACCOBAMS provisions, 

he reached the conclusion that dolphinaria, as they involve the capture, trade and captivity 

of cetaceans, are in conflict with a certain number of legal obligations binding the Parties, in 

ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƘƛōƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ άǘŀƪƛƴƎέΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ŀƭǎƻ ƛƴ ŎƻƴŦƭƛŎǘ ǿƛǘƘ ƻōƭƛƎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŀǊƛǎƛƴƎ 

from other relevant legal instruments binding all or some of the ACCOBAMS Parties, such as 

other international treaties and three directives of the European Union.   

162. In the discussion that followed, Cyprus and OceanCare declared that they appreciated the 

conclusions of the study, which could prove to be useful in the case of applications to 

national authorities for the opening of new dolphinaria. The Executive Secretary remarked 

that she was aware that the authorities of some States Parties to ACCOBAMS are confronted 

with this kind of application and that they should be provided with the legal analysis needed 

to provide a correct answer.  

 

g) Impact of anthropogenic noise 

163. The Executive Secretary informed ǘƘŜ aŜŜǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ aŜŜǘƛƴƎ ƻŦ !{/h.!b{Ωǎ !ŘǾƛǎƻǊȅ 

Committee (Warsaw, Poland, 27-29 August 2013) had suggested extending the Joint Working 

Group to the Convention on the conservation of migratory species of wild animals 

(UNEP/CMS), having appropriately amended the TORs (MOP5/2013/Doc29). 

164. The Meeting agreed to include the CMS in the Joint Working Group on noise. 

165. The Co-Chair of the Joint Working Group on noise, Yanis Souami, introduced Documents 

MOP5/2013/Doc22Rev1, Doc23Rev1 and Doc 24. He explained that a consultation had been 

held by the French Maritime Cluster with representatives from various sectors (marine 

renewable energies, fisheries, maritime transport, Navy, oil prospection, marine protected 
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areas etc.) to assess the guidelines adopted by ACCOBAMS in Resolution 4.17 and identify 

technical and economic constraints encountered when implementing the recommendations. 

Some of the conclusions of this consultation work were included by the Joint Working Group 

on noise in Document MOP5/2013/Doc23Rev1. 

166. A letter from the French Maritime Cluster was distributed to all participants in English and 

French, indicating that the report of the French Maritime Cluster "bruit sous-marin : enjeux 

économiques et environnementaux en milieu marin" (Underwater noise: economic and 

environmental challenges in the marine environment) would be transmitted to the European 

Network of Maritime Clusters. 

167. The Chair warmly welcomed this partnership with the French Maritime Cluster and the 

results it had produced and highlighted the need for the Joint Working Group on noise to 

continue its work, bringing together all the concerned stakeholders. 

168. The same drafting group that had amended Resolution 5.13 regarding the conservation of 

/ǳǾƛŜǊΩǎ beaked whales in the Mediterranean also amended Draft Resolution 5.15 on the 

impact of anthropogenic noise. 

169. With respect to paragraph 2 of Resolution 5.15, the representative for France stated that 

consultations and work on these topics were already underway or had been undertaken at 

international and national levelsΦ CƻǊ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜΣ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǘŜȄǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 9ǳǊƻǇŜŀƴ /ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴΩǎ 

aŀǊƛƴŜ {ǘǊŀǘŜƎȅ CǊŀƳŜǿƻǊƪ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƛǾŜΩǎ 5ŜǎŎǊƛǇǘƻǊ ммΣ ǎǳŎƘ ƴƻǊƳǎ ŀƴŘ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘǎ ŀǊŜ ōŜƛƴƎ 

defined.  

170. Therefore, the Meeting of the Parties invited ACCOBAMS to approach these bodies in order 

to lodge its work within their schedule and stressed the need for overall consistency. 

171. After a few minor corrections, the draft Resolution prepared by the drafting group was 

adopted later as Resolution 5.15 (Annex XI). 

 

Agenda Item 13 ς Budgetary issues 

 
a) Report on incomes and expenditures relevant to the Trust Fund and external contributions 

and to the Supplementary Conservation Fund for 2011-2013  

172. The Executive Secretary presented the report on incomes and expenditures related to the 

ACCOBAMS Trust Fund for 2011-2013 (MOP5/2013/Doc25) and explained that the figures for 

2013 covered the period up to 31 August. However, since that date no other contributions 

had been received by the Secretariat. Presenting the state of contributions, she indicated 
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that the total sum of unpaid contributions was ϵ100,826.25 and that several contributions 

are not received at the start of the year, often making it necessary for the Secretariat to use 

the reserve established on the basis of Resolution 4.2. Here, to remedy such situations, she 

advised the Parties to pay their contributions at the start of the year. 

173. The representative for Libya indicated that his country had started proceedings to pay its 

unpaid contributions to ACCOBAMS; he stresǎŜŘ [ƛōȅŀΩǎ ǿƛǎƘ ǘƻ ƘƻƴƻǳǊ ƛǘǎ ŦƛƴŀƴŎƛŀƭ 

commitments to ACCOBAMS and the other environmental Conventions to which it is Party. 

174. The representative from Spain informed the Meeting about the current situation of the 

Mediterranean Database of Cetacean Strandings (MEDACES), which has not been operational 

since June 2012. Despite economic constraints, Spain is willing to contribute with ϵфΣ000 in 

order to continue the maintenance of MEDACES by the University of Valence, hoping that the 

rest of the necessary budget will be provided by both the ACCOBAMS Secretariat and the 

RAC/SPA.  

175. The Executive Secretary then reviewed the state of voluntary contributions and indicated 

that the total sum of voluntary contributions received in the period 2011-2013 (up to 31 

August 2013) was ϵ397,800 and that these contributions came from Monaco and France. The 

Secretariat had also received co-funding, the total sum of this being ϵ34,000, coming from 

RAC/SPA, Pelagos-Monaco, IUCN Med, OceanCare, and the association Whales What Else. 

Taking into account the remainder from the voluntary contributions received before the 

triennium, the balance of voluntary contributions on 31 August 2013 was ϵ402,075, ϵ300,000 

of which came from the voluntary contribution received from Spain, which has been 

earmarked for the ACCOBAMS Survey Initiative project. The Executive Secretary expressed 

her gratitude to the Parties which had made voluntary contributions and the partner 

organizations which had helped with co-funding. 

176. Regarding the Supplementary Conservation Fund (SCF), the Executive Secretary reported that 

this Fund had been replenished twice during the period 2011-2013, using the unpaid 

contributions from the 2008-2010 triennium that had been received in 2011 plus the 

voluntary contributions made by France and Monaco. Thanks to the SCF mechanism, two 

calls for proposals were launched during the triennium 2011-2013 and six projects received 

funding. On 31 August 2013, the balance available for commitment from the SCF was 

ϵ20,226.11 . 

177. Then the Executive Secretary presented the state of available cash in the ACCOBAMS 

SecretariatΩǎ accounts; on 31 August 2013 this was ϵ870,957. 
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b) Adoption of the budget for 2014-2016 

178. The Executive Secretary presented the three options proposed for the incomes in the 

ACCOBAMS Trust Fund for 2014, 2015 and 2016 and the impacts these would have on the 

tŀǊǘƛŜǎΩ ƻǊŘƛƴŀǊȅ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴǎΦ 

179. In their statements made after these presentations by the Executive Secretary, the 

participants congratulated the Secretariat on the clarity of the information provided on 

incomes and expenditures and on its efforts to mobilize voluntary contributions. They were 

delighted to see that in the ACCOBAMS budget the percentage of funds devoted to 

conservation actions was relatively large compared to other conventions and other 

Agreements under the CMS. 

180. In their discussions on this agenda item, some Parties (Cyprus, Malta, Tunisia) were in favour 

of option 1. However, the discussions led to a consensus to choose option 2, while noting the 

possibility of instalments over the period 2014-2016 for minimum contributions. A review 

considered fair, linked to decrease in the UN key, to the amount of the three capped 

contributions was approved. 

181. The draft Resolution regarding financial and administrative matters for 2014-2016, amended 

on the basis of ǘƘŜ aŜŜǘƛƴƎΩǎ decisions, was adopted later as Resolution 5.16 (Annex XI). 

182. The ACCOBAMS budget for the period 2014-2016, and the table of the tŀǊǘƛŜǎΩ ƻǊŘƛƴŀǊȅ 

contributions, as approved by the Meeting, are appended to Resolution 5.16. 

 

Agenda Item 14 ς Confirmation of previous Resolutions 

 

183. The Secretariat introduced Draft wŜǎƻƭǳǘƛƻƴ рΦмтΣ ά[ƛǎǘ ƻŦ ǊŜǎƻƭǳǘƛƻƴǎ ƛƴ ŦƻǊŎŜέΣ ƛƴŦƻǊƳƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 

Parties that it would be useful, for the sake of clarity, to be able to distinguish between 

applicable instruments and those that have been replaced by subsequent instruments. This 

was the purpose of the draft resolution and the annexed list. 

184. The draft Resolution was approved without discussion and was adopted later as Resolution 

5.17 (Annex XI). 

 

Agenda Item 15 ς Adoption of Resolutions  

 

185. Further to the work of the meeting, the Parties adopted the following Resolutions: 
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Resolution 5.1 ACCOBAMS Strategy (period 2014-2025) 

Resolution 5.2 Work programme 2014-2016  

Resolution 5.3 Scientific Committee 

Resolution 5.4 ACCOBAMS follow up procedure 

Resolution 5.5 
Procedure for the ACCOBAMS call for proposals for projects to be 

funded under the Supplementary Conservation Fund  

Resolution 5.6 Staff Regulations  

Resolution 5.7 Rules of Procedure for the Bureau  

Resolution 5.8 Rio + 20: perspectives for ACCOBAMS  

Resolution 5.9 
Comprehensive cetacean population estimates and distribution in 

the ACCOBAMS area (ACCOBAMS Survey Initiative) 

Resolution 5.10 Commercial cetacean watching in the ACCOBAMS area  

Resolution 5.11 Ship Strikes on cetaceans in the Mediterranean Sea  

Resolution 5.12 
Work towards a conservation plan for fin whales in the 

Mediterranean Sea  

Resolution 5.13 /ƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ /ǳǾƛŜǊΩǎ beaked whales in the Mediterranean  

Resolution 5.14 
Live removals of bottlenose dolphins in the Black Sea (Tursiops 

truncatus)  

Resolution 5.15 Addressing the impact of anthropogenic noise 

Resolution 5.16 Financial and administrative matters for 2014-2016 

Resolution 5.17 List of Resolutions in force 

 

186. The participants wanted to pay tribute to the organizers of the Fifth Meeting of the Parties to 

ACCOBAMS. For this purpose they adopted Resolution 5.18 (Annex XI). 

187. The participants also wished to adopt a resolution of tribute to Mrs. Marie-Christine Grillo-

Compulsione as first Executive Secretary of ACCOBAMS. This draft Resolution was adopted as 

Resolution 5.19 (Annex XI). 

188. After a speech in which she thanked all ACCOBAMS stakeholders since its inception, the 

Executive Secretary was much applauded by the participants. 

 

Agenda Item 16 ς Other business 

 

189. There were no additional issues raised by the participants under this agenda item. However, 

the participants asked the Secretariat to include a table of contents with page numbering in 

ǘƘŜ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎΩǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƎƛǾŜƴ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ available on the 
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ACCOBAMS website. Participants also requested the Secretariat to make efforts to reduce 

the environmental impact (by recycling paper) of the Meeting of the Parties. 

 

Agenda Item 17 ς Date and venue of the Sixth Meeting of the Parties 

 

190. The Chairperson indicated that it customary for the Parties to offer or announce their 

intention to study the possibility of hosting the next MOP. The Secretariat indicated that it 

has contacted the countries on this subject, particularly the Black Sea countries, for there had 

never been a Meeting of the Parties in this part of the ACCOBAMS area. So far, no response 

has reached the Secretariat on this point. The Meeting requested that the Secretariat 

continue its contacts with the countries to define, in consultation with the Bureau, the place 

and date of the next MOP that should be held in 2016.  

 

Agenda Item 18 ς Adoption of the Report of the Meeting 

 

191. The Meeting reviewed the draft report prepared by the Secretariat and adopted it as orally 

amended. 

 

Agenda Item 19 ς Closure of the Meeting 

 

192. After exchanging of the usual civilities, the Chairperson closed the Meeting at 8.30 pm on 

Friday 8th November 2013. 
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LIST OF PARTICIPANTS 

 
PARTIES / PARTIES 

 
ALBANIA / ALBANIE 
 
Head of Delegation: 
Mrs. Arjana MATUSHI 
Expert 
Biodiversity Directorate 
Ministry of Environment 
Tirana  
Tel. + 355 42233855 - Fax. + 355 42270627 
Ariana.Sinoimeri@moe.gov.al 
arjanamatushi@hotmail.com  
 
CROATIA / CROATIE 
 
Head of Delegation: 
Ms. Ana STRBENAC   
State Institute for Nature Protection 
Head of the Expertise Division 
¢ǊƎ aŀȌǳǊŀƴƛŏŀ рΣ млмлл ½ŀƎǊŜō 
Tel: +385 1 5502 912 - Fax: +385 1 5502 945 
ana.strbenac@dzzp.hr 
 
CYPRUS / CHYPRE 
 
Head of Delegation: 
Ms. Melina MARKOU 
Ministry of Agriculture, Natural Resources and Environment  
Fisheries and Marine Research Officer 
Department of Fisheries and Marine Research 
101 Vithleem str. 
1416 Nicosia 
CYPRUS 
Tel:+357 22807851 ς Fax:+357 22775955 
mmarcou@dfmr.moa.gov.cy  
 
EGYPT / EGYPTE 
 
Head of Delegation: 
M. Mohamed ABDELWARITH 
Marine Environmental Researcher 
Ministry of State for Environmental Affairs  
Nature Conservation Sector  
4 Ali El Kordy Street, behind Sofitel Hotel Maadi 
Cairo  
Tel: +202 2527 1391 - Fax: +202 2527 4700 
sevejan010@yahoo.com  
 

mailto:Ariana.Sinoimeri@moe.gov.al
mailto:arjanamatushi@hotmail.com
mailto:ana.strbenac@dzzp.hr
mailto:mmarcou@dfmr.moa.gov.cy
mailto:sevejan010@yahoo.com
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FRANCE / France 
 
Head of Delegation 
Mme Muriel SORET 
Consule Générale 
Affaires Etrangères 
Consulat de France à Tanger 
2 place de France 
90000 Tanger, Maroc 
Tel : +212 0539 339600 - Fax : +212 0539 339602 
muriel.soret@diplomatie.gouv.fr  
 
M. Yanis SOUAMI 
Marine Nationale 
EV1 
Etat-Major 
2 rue Royale 
75008 Paris  
Tel: +33 2 5001 1550 - Fax: +33 2 3135 8248 
contact@sinay.fr  
 
Mme Morgane TERSIGUEL 
Chargée de mission 
Affaires Etrangères 
Consulat de France à Tanger 
2 place de France 
90000 Tanger, Maroc 
Tel : +212 0539 339600 - Fax : +212 0539 339602 
morgane.tersiguel@diplomatie.gouv.fr  
 
GEORGIA / GEORGIE 
 
Head of Delegation: 
Mrs. Irine LOMASHVILI 
Ministry of Environment and Natural Resources Protection 
Chief specialist 
Biodiversity Protection Service 
6, Gulua st, Tbilisi, 0114  
 Tel: +99532 272 72 31 - Fax: +99532 272 72 31 
 irinaloma@yahoo.com  
 
GREECE / GRECE 
 
Head of Delegation: 
Dr. Eleni TRYFON 
Ministry for the Environment, Energy and Climate Change 
Directorate General for the Environment 
Natural Management Station 
36, Trikalon, Str. GR 11526 Athens 
Tel: +30 210 6918202 - Fax: +30 210 6918487 
e.tryfon@prv.ypeka.gr 

mailto:muriel.soret@diplomatie.gouv.fr
mailto:contact@sinay.fr
mailto:morgane.tersiguel@diplomatie.gouv.fr
mailto:irinaloma@yahoo.com
mailto:e.tryfon@prv.ypeka.gr
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M. Vasilios PETROPOULOS 
University of Athens / Hellenic Navy Hydrographic Service 
Marine Biologist 
Oceanography / Military Oceanography 
Almanas 12 
15342 Agia Paraskevi-Athens GREECE 
Tel: +30 6930284436 
vas_pet@biol.uoa.gr 
 
LEBANON / LIBAN 
 
Head of Delegation: 
M. Gaby KHALAF  
Directeur du CRM 
Conseil National de la Recherche Scientifique CNRS 
Centre de Recherches Marines 
Rue Principale St Stephano 534, Batroun ς LIBAN 
Tel: +961 6741 580 - Fax: +961 6741 584 
bihar@cnrs.edu.lb 
 
LIBYA / LIBYE 
 
Head of Delegation: 
M. Almokhtar SAIED 
Head of Marina and Wild Life Section 
Conservation Department 
Environment General Authority (EGA) 
Almansoora Tripoli 
00218- Tripoli ς LIBYA 
mok405@yahoo.com  
 
M. Elmaki ELAGIL 
Director 
Environment General Authority (EGA) 
Janzoor, Alghiran Tripoli 
00218- Tripoli ς LIBYA 
Tel: +218 21 487 3761 ς Fax: +218 21 487 0266 
makeeagalee@yahoo.com  
 
M. Hisham GHMATI 
Environment General Authority (EGA) 
Janzoor, Alghiran Tripoli 
00218- Tripoli ς LIBYA 
Tel: +218 21 487 3761 ς Fax: +218 21 487 0266 

mailto:vas_pet@biol.uoa.gr
mailto:bihar@cnrs.edu.lb
mailto:mok405@yahoo.com
mailto:makeeagalee@yahoo.com
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MALTA / MALTE 
 
Head of Delegation: 
Ms. Carmen MIFSUD  
Senior Environment Protection Officer 
Environment Protection Directorate 
Malta Environment & Planning Authority 
St. Francis Ravellin, Floriana 
PO Box 200 Marsa MRS 1000 MALTA 
Tel.: +356 22.90. 71.03 - Fax: +356 21.22.84.38 
accobams.malta@mepa.org.mt 
 
MONACO / MONACO 
 
Head of Delegation: 
S.E.M. Patrick VAN KLAVEREN 
Délégué Permanent auprès des Organismes Internationaux à caractère scientifique, environnemental 
et humanitaire 
Département des Relations Extérieures 
Ministère d'Etat 
Place de la Visitation 
98000-MONACO 
Tel: +377 9898 8148 - Fax: +377 9350 9591 
pvanklaveren@gouv.mc 
 
M. Jérémie CARLES  
Département de l'Equipement, Environnement et Urbanisme  
Chef de Section 
Direction de l'Environnement 
3, Avenue de Fontvieille 
98000 Monaco  
Tel: +377 9898 8179 - Fax: +377 9205 2891 
jcarles@gouv.mc 
 
M. Tidiani COUMA 
Département des Relations Extérieures 
Secrétaire des Relations Extérieures 
Direction des Affaires Internationales 
aƛƴƛǎǘŝǊŜ ŘΩ9ǘat 
Place de la Visitation 
98000 Monaco  
Tel : +377 9898 1956 - Fax : +377 9898 1957 
tcouma@gouv.mc 
 
Mme Florence DESCROIX-COMANDUCCI 
Centre Scientifique de Monaco 
Conseiller Scientifique de la Délégation Permanente auprès des Organisations Internationales 
8 Quai Antoine 1er   
98000 Monaco 
Tel: +377 9777 4428 - Fax: +377 9898 8674 
fcdescroix@centrescientifique.mc 
 

mailto:accobams.malta@mepa.org.mt
mailto:pvanklaveren@gouv.mc
mailto:bblanchy@gouv.mc
mailto:tcouma@gouv.mc
mailto:fcdescroix@centrescientifique.mc
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M. Cyril GOMEZ 
Département de l'Equipement, Environnement et Urbanisme  
Directeur 
Direction de l'Environnement 
3, Avenue de Fontvieille 
98000 Monaco 
Tel: +377 9898 8000 - Fax: +377 9205 2891 
cgomez@gouv.mc 
 
MOROCCO / MAROC 
 
Head of Delegation: 
Mrs. Zakia DRIOUICH 
Secrétaire Générale 
Département des Pêches Maritimes 
aƛƴƛǎǘŝǊŜ ŘŜ ƭΩ!ƎǊƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŜ Ŝǘ ŘŜ ƭŀ tşŎƘŜ aŀǊƛǘƛƳŜ 
Nouvelle Cité Administrative - Agdal - B.P. 47 Rabat 
Tel/Fax: +212 537 68 81 95/ 96  
driouch@mpm.gov.ma  
Mme Sadia BELCAID 
Biologiste 
Institut National de Recherche Halieutique 
Centre Régional de Tanger 
sadiabelcaid@hotmail.com  
 
M. Abderraouf BEN MOUSSA  
Chef de Service de la Coopération Multilatérale 
aƛƴƛǎǘŝǊŜ ŘŜ ƭΩ!ƎǊƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŜ et de la Pêche Maritime  
Nouvelle Cité Administrative - Agdal - B.P. 47 Rabat 
Tel: +212 537 68 81 53 - Fax: +212 537 68 81 94 
benmoussa@mpm.gov.ma 
 
Mme Samira EL MAR HOUME 
/ŀŘǊŜ Ł ƭŀ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƛƻƴ ŘŜǎ tşŎƘŜǎ aŀǊƛǘƛƳŜǎ Ŝǘ ŘŜ ƭΩ!ǉǳŀŎǳƭǘǳǊŜ 
Département des Pêches Maritimes 
aƛƴƛǎǘŝǊŜ ŘŜ ƭΩ!ƎǊƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŜ Ŝǘ ŘŜ ƭŀ tşŎƘŜ aŀǊƛǘƛƳŜ 
Tel: +212 537 68 81 19 
 
M. Taoufiq EL KTIRI  
Directeur des Pêches aŀǊƛǘƛƳŜǎ Ŝǘ ŘŜ ƭΩ!ǉǳŀŎǳƭǘǳǊŜ 
Département des Pêches Maritimes 
aƛƴƛǎǘŝǊŜ ŘŜ ƭΩ!ƎǊƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŜ Ŝǘ ŘŜ ƭŀ tşŎƘŜ aŀǊƛǘƛƳŜ 
Nouvelle Cité Administrative - Agdal - B.P. 47 Rabat 
Tel/Fax: +212 537 68 82 48 
elktiri@mpm.gov.ma  
 
M. Abdelmalek FARAJ 
5ƛǊŜŎǘŜǳǊ ŘŜ ƭΩInstitut National de Recherche Halieutique 
Bd Sidi Abderrahman Ain Diab 
20100 Casablanca  
faraj@inrh.org.ma 
 

mailto:bblanchy@gouv.mc
mailto:driouch@mpm.gov.ma
mailto:sadiabelcaid@hotmail.com
mailto:benabbou@mpm.gov.ma
mailto:elktiri@mpm.gov.ma
mailto:faraj@inrh.org.ma
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Mme Aïcha ALAOUI METERAJJI 
Cadre à la Direction de la Coopération et des Affaires Juridiques, 
aƛƴƛǎǘŝǊŜ ŘŜ ƭΩ!ƎǊƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŜ Ŝǘ ŘŜ ƭŀ tşŎƘŜ aŀǊƛǘƛƳŜ 
Nouvelle Cité Administrative - Agdal - B.P. 47 Raba 
 
M. Youssef OUATI 
Chef de Division de la Coopération 
aƛƴƛǎǘŝǊŜ ŘŜ ƭΩ!ƎǊƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŜ et de la Pêche Maritime  
Nouvelle Cité Administrative - Agdal - B.P. 47 Rabat 
 
Mme. Zahra ROCHDI 
Directrice de la Coopération et des Affaires Juridiques, 
aƛƴƛǎǘŝǊŜ ŘŜ ƭΩ!ƎǊƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŜ Ŝǘ ŘŜ ƭŀ tşŎƘŜ aŀǊƛǘƛƳŜ 
Nouvelle Cité Administrative - Agdal - B.P. 47 Rabat 
Tel/Fax: +212 537 68 81 95/ 96  
rochdi@mpm.gov.ma 
 
M. El Mostafa TALBAOUI 
Directeur du Centre Régional de Tanger 
Institut National de Recherche Halieutique 
talbaoui2@yahoo.fr  
 
PORTUGAL / PORTUGAL 
 
Head of Delegation: 
SEQUEIRA Marina 
Instituto de Conservação da Natureza e da Biodiversidade 
Senior Conservation Officer 
DGEFF 
Rua Santa Marta 55 
1169-230 Lisboa  
Tel: +351 213 507 900- Fax: +351 213 507 984 
marina.sequeira@icnf.pt  
 
ROMANIA / ROUMANIE 
 
Head of Delegation: 
Mrs. Camelia DUMITRACHE 
bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ LƴǎǘƛǘǳǘŜ ŦƻǊ aŀǊƛƴŜ wŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ŀƴŘ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ άDǊƛƎƻǊŜ !ƴǘƛǇŀ"  
Researcher 
Blv. Mamaia, 300 
900581 Constanta 
Tel: +40 241543 288 / +40 241 540 870 
Fax: +40 241 831 274 
iulia@alpha.rmri.ro 

mailto:rochdi@mpm.gov.ma
mailto:talbaoui2@yahoo.fr
mailto:marina.sequeira@icnf.pt
mailto:iulia@alpha.rmri.ro
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SLOVENIA / SLOVENIE 
 
Head of Delegation: 
M. Andrej BIBIC  
Sector for Nature Conservation Policy  
Directorate for the Environment 
Ministry of the Environment and Spatial Planning 
Dunajska 48 
SI-1000 Ljubljana 
Phone: +386 14787471 
andrej.bibic@gov.si  
 
SPAIN / ESPAGNE 
 
Head of Delegation: 
M. Javier PANTOJA 
Head of Marine Biodiversity Unit 
Ministry of Agriculture, Food and Environment 
General Directorate for Sustainability of the Coast and the Sea 
Division for the Protection of the Sea 
Pl. San Juan de la Cruz, s/n 
E-28071-Madrid 
Tel: +34 915976829 - Fax: +34 915976902 
jpantoja@magrama.es 
 
Ms. Isabel LÓPEZ 
Section of Marine Habitats and Species 
Ministry of Agriculture, Food and Environment 
General Directorate for Sustainability of the Coast and the Sea 
Division for the Protection of the Sea 
Pl. San Juan de la Cruz, s/n 
E-28071-Madrid 
Tel: +34 915976609; Fax: +34 915976902 
milopez@magrama.es 
 
TUNISIA / TUNISIE 
 
Head of Delegation: 
M. Mohamed HAMANI  
Directeur de la Conservation des Ressources Halieutiques 
aƛƴƛǎǘŝǊŜ ŘŜ ƭΩ!ƎǊƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŜ Ŝǘ ŘŜǎ wŜǎǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ IȅŘǊŀǳƭƛǉǳŜǎ 
5ƛǊŜŎǘƛƻƴ DŞƴŞǊŀƭŜ ŘŜ ƭŀ tşŎƘŜ Ŝǘ ŘŜ ƭΩ!ǉǳŀŎǳƭǘǳǊŜ 
30 Rue Alain Savary ς 1002 Belvédère - Tunis 
Tel: + 216 71 890 784 - Fax: +216 71 799 401 
m.hmani09@yahoo.fr 

mailto:andrej.bibic@gov.si
mailto:jpantoja@magrama.es
mailto:milopez@magrama.es
mailto:m.hmani09@yahoo.fr
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UKRAINE / UKRAINE 
 
Head of Delegation: 
M. Volodymyr DOMASHLINETS  
Ministry of Ecology and Natural Resources 
Head of Fauna Conservation Division 
Department of Natural Resources Protection 
Mytropolyta Vasylya Lypkivskogo str., 35 
03035 Kiev  
Tel: +380 44 2063127 - Fax: +380 44 2063127 
domashlinets@menr.gov.ua 
vdomashlinets@yahoo.com 
 
 
NON-PARTIES / NON PARTIES 

 
ISRAEL / ISRAEL 
 
Dr. Simon NEMTZOV 
Coordinator for International Treaties and Scientific Authority for the CITES Convention 
Israel Nature and Parks Authority 
3 Am Ve'Olamo Street 
Jerusalem 95463, Israel 
Mobile phone and voicemail: +972-50-5063118   
Fax: +972-(0)2-500-6281 
simon@npa.org.il  
 
 
INTERGOUVERNMENTAL ORGANISATIONS/ ORGANISATIONS INTER GOUVERNEMENTALES 

 
CIESM 
M. Frédéric BRIAND 
Directeur Général 
16 BD de Suisse 
MC98000 Monaco 
Tel : +377 9330 3879 
fbriand@ciesm.org  
 
Convention on the Conservation of Migratory Species of Wild Animals (CMS) 
M. Stanley JOHNSON  
Honorary Ambassador 
Platz der Vereinten Nationen 1 
53115 Bonn GERMANY 
Tel: +49 228 815 2402 - Fax: +49 228 815 2449 
pmoss@cms.int  

mailto:domashlinets@menr.gov.ua
mailto:vdomashlinets@yahoo.com
mailto:simon@npa.org.il
mailto:fbriand@ciesm.org
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CMS / ASCOBANS  
Ms. Heidrun FRISCH 
Marine Mammal Officer / Coordinator 
Platz der Vereinten Nationen 1 
53113 Bonn GERMANY 
Tel: +49 228 815 2418 - Fax: +49 228 815 2440 
hfrisch@cms.int  
 
International Whaling Commission (IWC) 
M. Greg DONOVAN  
International Whaling Commission  
135 Station Road, Impington  
CB24-9NP - Cambridge ς UK  
Tel: +44 1223 233971 ς Fax: +44 1223 232876  
greg@iwcoffice.org 
 
PELAGOS Sanctuary 
Ms. Fannie DUBOIS 
Executive Secretary 
Palazzo Ducale, Piazza Matteotti, 9 
16123 Genova ς ITALY 
Tel: +33 977 19 77 14 
fanniedubois@sanctuaire-pelagos.org  
 
UNEP/Mediterranean Action Plan -Barcelona Convention 
Ms. Maria Luisa SILVA MEJIAS 
Executive Secretary and Coordinator 
48 Vassileos Konstantinou avenue 
11634 Athens, GREECE 
Tel: +302107273117 ς Fax: +302107253196 
maria.luisa.silva@unepmap.gr 
 
UNEP Map/Regional Activity Centre for Specially Protected Areas (RAC/SPA) 
Mrs. Lobna BEN NAKHLA 
Programme officer. RAC/SPA 
Bd. Du Leader Yasser Arafat B.P. 337 1080 Tunis cedex. TUNISIA 
Tel: +216 71 206485- Fax: +216 71 206490 
lobna.bennakhla@rac-spa.org 
 
 
SCIENTIFIC COMMITTEE / COMITE SCIENTIFIQUE 

 
M. Vincent RIDOUX 
ACCOBAMS Scientific Committee, Vice-Chair  
UMS3419 CNRS ς Université de la Rochelle  
Directeur du Centre de Recherche sur les mammifères Marins  
tƾƭŜ !ƴŀƭȅǘƛǉǳŜΣ р ŀƭƭŞŜ ŘŜ ƭΩhŎŞŀƴΣ мтллл [ŀ wƻŎƘŜƭƭŜ ς FRANCE  
Tel: +33 5 46 44 99 10 ς Fax: +33 5 46 44 99 45  
vridoux@univ-lr.fr   
 

mailto:hfrisch@cms.int
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MEDITERRANEAN SUB REGIONAL COORDINATION UNIT / UNITE DE COORDINATION SOUS REGIONALE POUR 
LA MEDITERRANEE 

 
Mme Lobna BEN NAKHLA 
Programme officer. RAC/SPA 
Bd. Du Leader Yasser Arafat B.P. 337  
1080 Tunis cedex. TUNISIA 
Tel: +216 71 206485- Fax: +216 71 206490 
lobna.bennakhla@rac-spa.org 
 
 
BLACK SEA SUB REGIONAL COORDINATION UNIT / UNITE DE COORDINATION SOUS REGIONALE POUR LA MER 
NOIRE 

 
Mme Valeria ABAZA 
Black Sea Commission Permanent Secretariat 
Pollution Monitoring & Assessment Officer 
Buyukdere 
34398 Istanbul TURKEY 
Tel : +905309709687 ς Fax : +902122992944 
valeria.abaza@blacksea-commission.org  
 
 
PARTNERS / PARTENAIRES 

 
European Cetacean Society (ECS) 
 
PANIGADA Simone 
Vice-President 
Viale G.B. Gadio2 
20 121 Milan ς Italy 
Tel: +39 02 7200 1947 - +39 02 6694 114 
panigada@inwind.it 
 
International Union for the Conservation of Nature (IUCN) 
 
Center for Mediterranean Cooperation 
M. Alain JEUDY de GRISSAC 
Marine Conservation Programme Manager 
IUCN Centre for Mediterranean Cooperation 
C/Marine Curie 22 
29590 Campanillas, Malaga - ESPAGNE 
Tel/Fax: +34 952 028 430 /145 
alain.jeudy@iucn.org 
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Ocean Care 
 
Ms. Sigrid LÜBER  
President 
Oberdorfstrasse 16 
8820 Wädenswil - SWITZERLAND 
Tel: +41 44 780 6688 - Fax: +41 44 780 6808 
slueber@oceancare.org 
 
Ms. Linda WEILGART 
Scientific Consultant 
Oberdorfstrasse 16 
8820 Wädenswil - SWITZERLAND 
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ANNEX II : Welcome addresses  
 

Addresses are shown in chronological order. 

 



 

56 
 

WELCOME ADDRESS FROM Mr. CYRIL GOMEZ, CHAIR OF ACCOBAMS DURING THE TRIENNIUM 

2011-2013 

 

 
Monseigneur,  

Monsieur le Ministre, 

Excellences, 

Mesdames et Messieurs les Délégués, 

Mesdames et Messieurs les représentants des organisations et institutions Partenaires,  

Chers amis, 

 

En tout premier lieu, je souhaiterais remercier le Gouvernement du Royaume du Maroc pour 

ƭΩƻǊƎŀƴƛǎŀǘƛƻƴ ŘŜ ŎŜǘǘŜ рŝƳŜ /ƻƴŦŞǊŜƴŎŜ ŘŜǎ ǇŀǊǘƛŜǎ ŘŜ ƭΩ!ŎŎƻōŀƳǎ Řŀƴǎ ŎŜǘǘŜ ōŜƭƭŜ ǾƛƭƭŜ ŘŜ ¢ŀƴƎŜǊΣ 

ǇƻǊǘŜ ŘΩŜƴǘǊŞŜ ŜƴǘǊŜ ƭΩ!ǘƭŀƴǘƛǉǳŜ Ŝǘ ƭŀ aŞŘƛǘŜǊǊŀƴŞŜΦ  

 

Dans ce lieu de navigation important, les turbulences générées par les courants font remonter une 

partie des eaux de fond, riches en nutriments. Un phénomène qui structure une chaîne alimentaire 

ǎǘŀōƭŜ ǇŜƴŘŀƴǘ ǘƻǳǘŜ ƭΩŀƴƴŞŜ ŜȄǇƭƛǉǳŀƴǘ ƭŀ ǇǊŞǎŜƴŎŜ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘŜ ŘŜ ŎŞǘŀŎŞs dans cette région. 

 

[Ω!ŎŎƻōŀƳǎ Ŝǎǘ ǳƴ ƻǳǘƛƭ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭƛŝǊŜƳŜƴǘ ŀŘŀǇǘŞ ǇƻǳǊ ǊŞǇƻƴŘǊŜ ŀǳȄ ŜƴƧŜǳȄ ŘŜ ƎŜǎǘƛƻƴ ŘŜǎ Ƙŀōƛǘŀǘǎ 

naturels soumis à une pression anthropique. En effet, il combine la capacité de dialogue inhérente à 

ǘƻǳǘ ƛƴǎǘǊǳƳŜƴǘ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ Ŝǘ ƭΩŀptitude à accompagner des projets concrets, dans un cadre à la 

fois souple, rigoureux et transparent. 

 

/ΩŜǎǘ ǇƻǳǊ ŎŜǘǘŜ Ǌŀƛǎƻƴ ǉǳŜ ƭŜǎ ǘǊƻƛǎ ŀƴƴŞŜǎ ǇŀǎǎŞŜǎ Řŀƴǎ ƭŜ .ǳǊŜŀǳ ŘŜ ƭΩ!ŎŎƻōŀƳǎΣ ŀǳȄ ŎƾǘŞǎ Řǳ 

Secrétariat Exécutif et du Comité Scientifique, ont été pour moi passionnantes. 

 

WŜ ǎŀƛǎƛǎ ŎŜǘǘŜ ƻŎŎŀǎƛƻƴ ǇƻǳǊ ǊŜƴŘǊŜ ƘƻƳƳŀƎŜ ŀǳ {ŜŎǊŞǘŀǊƛŀǘ ŘŜ ƭΩ!ŎŎƻǊŘΣ Ł aŀŘŀƳŜ aŀǊƛŜ-Christine 

DǊƛƭƭƻΣ Ł ǎŀ ƎǊŀƴŘŜ ŘƛǎǇƻƴƛōƛƭƛǘŞ Ŝǘ Ł ǎƻƴ ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴƴŀƭƛǎƳŜΦ WŜ ŦŞƭƛŎƛǘŜ ŞƎŀƭŜƳŜƴǘ ƭΩŞǉǳƛǇŜ ǉǳƛ 

ƭΩŜƴǘƻǳǊŜΦ 

 

Durant ces trois années, il était important de présenter de nouveaux outils à cette conférence des 

tŀǊǘƛŜǎΦ WŜ ƴΩŜƴ ŎƛǘŜǊŀƛ ǉǳŜ ŘŜǳȄΦ 

¢ƻǳǘ ŘΩŀōƻǊŘΣ ǳƴŜ ǎǘǊŀǘŞƎƛŜ ŘŜ ƭƻƴƎ ǘŜǊƳŜ ŀ ŞǘŞ ŞƭŀōƻǊŞŜ ǇƻǳǊ ƭŜǎ ŘƛȄ ǇǊƻŎƘŀƛƴŜǎ ŀƴƴŞŜǎΦ 9ƭƭŜ 

fournie, pour la première fois dans un document unique, une vision et une déclinaison 

ƻǇŞǊŀǘƛƻƴƴŜƭƭŜ ŘŜǎ ƻōƧŜŎǘƛŦǎ ŘΩ!//h.!a{Φ  
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Ce travail, coordonné par Madame Anna Strebnac, a fait une très large part à la concertation. A ce 

titre, la contribution des organisations et institutions partenaires participe pleinement à la richesse 

ŘŜǎ ŘŞōŀǘǎ ŀǳ ǎŜƛƴ ŘŜ ƭΩ!ŎŎƻǊŘ Ŝǘ ƳŞǊƛǘŜ ŘΩşǘǊŜ ǊŀǇǇŜƭŞŜ Ŝǘ ǎƻǳƭƛƎƴŞŜΦ 

 

9ƴ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ƭƛŜǳΣ ƧŜ ǎƻǳƘŀƛǘŜǊŀƛǎ ŞǾƻǉǳŜǊ ƭŀ ǇǊƻǇƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ ǉǳƛ ǎŜǊŀ ŘŞōŀǘǘǳŜ ŘŜ ŘƻǘŜǊ ƭΩ!ŎŎƻǊŘ ŘΩǳƴŜ 

« ǇǊƻŎŞŘǳǊŜ ŘŜ ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘ ŘŜǎ ƻōƭƛƎŀǘƛƻƴǎ Řŀƴǎ ƭŜ ŎŀŘǊŜ ŘΩ!//h.!aS ». Cette procédure repose sur 

une approche non-conflictuelle et tient compte des situations particulières de chaque Partie.  

9ƭƭŜ ŀƳōƛǘƛƻƴƴŜ ŘŜ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘŜǊΣ ƴƻǘŀƳƳŜƴǘ ǇŀǊ ƭŜ ǊŜƴŦƻǊŎŜƳŜƴǘ ŘŜ ƭΩƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴΣ ƭŀ ŎƻƴŦƻǊƳƛǘŞ ŀǳȄ 

ŘƛǎǇƻǎƛǘƛƻƴǎ ŘŜ ƭΩ!ŎŎƻǊŘ ŘŜ Ƴŀƴƛŝre simple, flexible, rapide, juste, transparente et effective par 

rapport au coût. 

 

Les mammifères marins jouent un rôle déterminant dans la production primaire de la chaîne 

alimentaire. Par exemple, les carcasses de ces animaux offrent des ressources pour de nombreuses 

espèces marines : mollusques, poissons, crustacés.  

 

[Ŝǎ ŎƘŀƴƎŜƳŜƴǘǎ ŎƭƛƳŀǘƛǉǳŜǎ ǎƻƴǘ ŀǳ ŎǆǳǊ ŘŜǎ ǇǊŞƻŎŎǳǇŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƴŜƳŜƴǘŀƭŜǎ ŀǳƧƻǳǊŘΩƘǳƛΦ 5Ŝ  

nombreuses études ont montré les capacités de fixation de carbone des grands cétacés. En 2010, des 

scientifiques Américains et Canadiens ont estimé que la reconstitution des stocks de baleines, au 

ƴƛǾŜŀǳ ŘŜ ŎŜǳȄ ƻōǎŜǊǾŞǎ ŀǳ ŘŞōǳǘ Řǳ ··Ŝ ǎƛŝŎƭŜΣ ǇŜǊƳŜǘǘǊŀƛǘ Ł ƭΩƻŎŞŀƴ ŘŜ ǎǘƻŎƪŜǊ уΣт Ƴƛƭƭƛƻƴǎ ŘŜ 

tonnes de carbone supplémentaires Υ ŀǳǘŀƴǘ ǉǳΩǳƴŜ ŦƻǊşǘ de 110.000 hectares.  

 

Monseigneur, Monsieur le Ministre,  

WŜ ǎƻǳƘŀƛǘŜǊŀƛǎ ŎƻƴŎƭǳǊŜ Ŝƴ Ǿƻǳǎ ǊŜƳŜǊŎƛŀƴǘ ŘΩŀǾƻƛǊ ōƛŜƴ Ǿƻǳƭǳ ƘƻƴƻǊŜǊ ŘŜ ǾƻǘǊŜ ǇǊŞǎŜƴŎŜ ŎŜǘǘŜ 

ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴ ŘΩƻǳǾŜǊǘǳǊŜ ŘŜ ƭŀ рŝƳŜ /ƻƴŦŞǊŜƴŎŜ ŘŜǎ ǇŀǊǘƛŜǎ ŘŜ ƭΩ!ŎŎƻōŀƳǎΦ 

 

{ŜǳƭŜ ƭΩƛƳǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊǘŜ ŘŜǎ !ǳǘƻǊƛǘŞǎ ǇƻƭƛǘƛǉǳŜǎ Ŝǎǘ Ł ƳşƳŜ ŘΩŀǇǇƻǊǘŜǊ ǳƴŜ ǊŞǇƻƴǎŜ ŀŘŀǇǘŞŜ Ł ŘŜǎ 

ǇǊƻōƭŞƳŀǘƛǉǳŜǎ ǉǳƛ ǊŞǎǳƭǘŜƴǘ Ŝƴ ƎǊŀƴŘŜ ǇŀǊǘƛŜ ŘŜǎ ƛƴǘŜǊŀŎǘƛƻƴǎ ŘŜ ƭΩƘƻƳƳŜ ŀǾŜŎ ǎƻƴ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƴŜƳŜƴǘΦ 

Les effets globaux du réchauffement climatique et les impacts régionaux en témoignent.  

Il ƴƻǳǎ ŀǇǇŀǊǘƛŜƴǘ ǘƻǳǎ ŜƴǎŜƳōƭŜΣ ŘΩŜƴ ƭƛƳƛǘŜǊ ƭŜǎ ŎƻƴǎŞǉǳŜƴŎŜǎΣ ŀǳ ōŞƴŞŦƛŎŜ ŘŜ ǘƻǳǘŜǎ ƭŜǎ ŦƻǊƳŜǎ ŘŜ 

vie sur terre et dans nos océans. 

 

Je vous remercie. 
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OPENING STATEMENT  

To be delivered by Stanley Johnson on behalf of Bradnee Chambers, 

Executive Secretary of UNEP/CMS 

 

 

Your Serene Highness, distinguished delegates and participants of the 5th Meeting of the 

Parties to ACCOBAMS, dear ACCOBAMS Secretariat, 

It is my pleasure to address you all on behalf of the Executive Secretary of the joint 

Secretariat of the Convention on Migratory Species and the northern European small 

cetacean Agreement, ASCOBANS. The Executive Secretary, Bradnee Chambers, regrets that 

he is unable to be present personally due to other commitments, and he has asked me as 

Honorary Ambassador for CMS, to speak on his behalf. As cetaceans are species close to my 

heart, I am delighted to be able to participate in this important meeting. 

Many of the species covered by ACCOBAMS are also listed on the CMS Appendices, 

thus making them of immediate concern to the mother convention of the Agreement. One 

proposal for the listing of a new species on CMS Appendix I, namely the Mediterranean 

ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ /ǳǾƛŜǊΩǎ ōŜŀƪŜŘ ǿƘŀƭŜΣ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘŀǘŜŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ȅƻǳǊ {ŎƛŜƴǘƛŦƛŎ /ƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜ. 

The draft is now under consultation with the CMS Scientific Council, and the final version will 

need to be submitted by a Party to CMS to the Conference of the Parties in November 2014. 

We invite Parties to consider whether they are in a position to sponsor this proposal ς the 

CMS Secretariat will be pleased to assist you and answer any queries you may have. 

There are also many common threats and issues that ACCOBAMS, CMS and 

ASCOBANS deal with, such as underwater noise, bycatch, marine debris, chemical pollution, 

the effects of climate change, to name but a few. The increasing collaboration on these is 

testimony to the good spirit of cooperation between the Secretariats and the Parties to the 

different instruments. 

As I have just mentioned, one such issue has emerged as one of the biggest threats to 

cetaceans: underwater noise. It is heartening to see how over the last years, this issue has 

gained global recognition and is now being addressed at all levels. Whales, dolphins and 

porpoises are undoubtedly among the most vulnerable species when it comes to noise 
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pollution. It is therefore fitting that ACCOBAMS is taking such a leading role in addressing 

this problem. The collaboration with your sister Agreement, ASCOBANS, through the Joint 

Noise Working Group is now well established, and before you is a proposal to include CMS in 

this initiative, too, which we encourage you to view favourably. 

Distinguished delegates, there are many other issues that require our joint efforts in 

order to achieve an improvement for cetaceans. An effective approach requires planning, 

and the exercise you have undertaken in order to arrive at the draft long-term strategy now 

before you for adoption is an excellent example. The strategy also foresees even closer 

collaboration with CMS and ASCOBANS, and we could not agree more. As you may be aware, 

/a{ ƛǎ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘƭȅ ǳƴŘŜǊǘŀƪƛƴƎ ŀ ǎƛƳƛƭŀǊ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŀ ά{ǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŎ tƭŀƴ ŦƻǊ aƛƎǊŀǘƻǊȅ 

{ǇŜŎƛŜǎέ ƛǎ ōŜƛƴƎ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇŜŘΦ wŜƭŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ Ǝƻŀƭǎ ŀƴŘ ƻōƧŜŎǘƛǾŜǎ ŎƭŜŀǊƭȅ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ !ƛŎƘƛ ¢ŀǊƎŜǘǎΣ 

this Strategic Plan is foreseen to be the guiding framework for all our efforts to conserve 

migratory species, in the framework of all instruments of the CMS Family. It does not replace 

the ones more specific to particular species groups such as your long-term strategy, but will 

help to set the context and framework for these in the wide and varied field of 

environmental policy. 

Distinguished delegates, you have a full agenda ahead of you and many important 

decisions to make. For example, the draft work programme presented for adoption, when 

approved and implemented, will make a real difference to the conservation status of 

cetaceans in the Mediterranean and Black Sea. CMS is looking forward to working with 

ACCOBAMS, both at Secretariat level and through our institutional bodies, in order to 

support the full implementation of this work plan.  In all these endeavours, let us bear in 

mind the importance of synergies in order to reach our goals in as effective a manner as 

possible.  Also, we urge Parties to commit the necessary resources to its implementation, 

both through the Agreement and at national level. 

 

Distinguished delegates, ACCOBAMS is now a mature Agreement and a strong voice 

for the conservation of cetaceans in your region. In no small part is this due to the 

exceptional efforts of the Secretariat. I therefore cannot close before having expressed 

/a{Ωǎ ƎǊŀǘƛǘǳŘŜ ǘƻ aŀǊƛŜ-Christine Grillo-Compulsione, your Executive Secretary, for the 
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dedication and skill with which she has managed the Secretariat and supported the work of 

ǘƘŜ !ƎǊŜŜƳŜƴǘΩǎ ōƻŘƛŜǎΦ ²ƘŜƴ ǎƘŜ ǊŜǘƛǊŜǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΣ ǎƘŜ ǿƛƭƭ ǎǳǊŜƭȅ ōŜ ƳƛǎǎŜŘΣ 

but we trust that her successor, Mme Florence Descroix-Comanducci, and the team in the 

offices in Monaco will keep carrying the flag with zeal and success. The CMS Executive 

Secretary stands ready to support them as and when needed! 

!ǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǇƻƛƴǘΣ L ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ŀƭǎƻ ŎƻƴǾŜȅ /a{Ωǎ ŘŜŜǇ ŀǇǇǊŜŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŜȄŎŜǇǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƭŜǾŜƭ 

of support the government of Monaco is giving to ACCOBAMS and Your presence here 

today, Your Highness, is ample proof of that. It is only through such engagement from 

Parties that many of the achievements become possible.  

Distinguished delegates, you have an agenda full of important and interesting 

matters to go through in these coming days, so I will not take any more of your time now. 

Before closing, though, I would like to express my gratitude to all who have contributed to 

the preparation of this meeting, including the host government Morocco, which has 

provided these excellent facilities. May we all bear in mind why we are here: to improve the 

conservation status of cetaceans in the region, and this simple idea should guide all of us in 

our deliberations. 

Now I wish us all a pleasant and successful meeting and an enjoyable time here in 

Tangier! 
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WELCOME ADDRESS FROM MS GRILLO-COMPULSIONE, ACCOBAMS EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 

 

 

Monseigneur, Excellence, chers participants, 

 

/ΩŜǎǘ ǳƴ ƎǊŀƴŘ ƘƻƴƴŜǳǊ ǇƻǳǊ ƭŜ {ŜŎǊŞǘŀǊƛŀǘ ŘΩşǘǊŜ ŀŎŎǳŜƛƭƭƛ ǇŀǊ ƭŜ DƻǳǾŜǊƴŜƳŜƴǘ aŀǊƻŎŀƛƴ Řŀƴǎ ŎŜǘǘŜ 

ville située aux portes de la Méditerranée, dans cette ville carrefour du monde et bordant le détroit 

de Gibraltar, si vital pour notre Méditerranée et tellement emblématique pour les cétacés. 

 

aƻƴǎŜƛƎƴŜǳǊΣ ŎΩŜǎǘ ǳƴ ƎǊŀƴŘ ƘƻƴƴŜǳǊ Ŝǘ ǳƴ ƛƳƳŜƴǎŜ ǇƭŀƛǎƛǊ ŘŜ ǾƻƛǊ Ǿotre Altesse prendre part à 

ŎŜǘǘŜ ǊŜƴŎƻƴǘǊŜ ǉǳƛ ǊŞǳƴƛ ƭŜǎ ƎƻǳǾŜǊƴŜƳŜƴǘǎ ǉǳƛ ƻƴǘ ŀŘƘŞǊŞ Ł ƭΩ!//h.!a{Φ aƻƛ-même, et tout le 

{ŜŎǊŞǘŀǊƛŀǘ ŘŜ ƭΩ!ŎŎƻǊŘΣ ƴƻǳǎ ǎƻƳƳŜǎ ǘƻǳǎ ǘǊŝǎ ǎŜƴǎƛōƭŜǎ Ł ƭΩŀǇǇǳƛ ǉǳŜ Ǿƻǳǎ ƴƻǳǎ ŀǾŜȊ ǘƻǳƧƻǳǊǎ 

accordé.  

 

Aussi, nous sommes ravis que aǊ !ȊƛȊ !YI!bh¦/IΣ aƛƴƛǎǘǊŜ ŘŜ ƭΩ!ƎǊƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŜ Ŝǘ ŘŜ ƭŀ tşŎƘŜ ƳŀǊƛǘƛƳŜ  

ǎƻƛǘ ŀǾŜŎ ƴƻǳǎ ŀǳƧƻǳǊŘΩƘǳƛ Ŝǘ ƧŜ ǾƻǳŘǊŀƛǎ ǎŀƛǎƛǊ ŎŜǘǘŜ ƻŎŎŀǎƛƻƴ ǇƻǳǊ ƭǳƛ exprimer toute notre gratitude 

aux autorités marocaines pour avoir bien voulu héberger cette Réunion des PartiesΦ /ΩŜǎǘ ǳƴ ƴƻǳǾŜŀǳ 

ǘŞƳƻƛƎƴŀƎŜ ŘŜ ƭΩŜƴƎŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ Řǳ aŀǊƻŎ Řŀƴǎ ƭŀ ŎƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴ ŘŜ ƴƻǘǊŜ ǇŀǘǊƛƳƻƛƴŜ ƴŀǘǳǊŜƭΦ  

Le Maroc, qui est toujours très présent sur la, scène internationale  de la conservation de la 

biodiversité, a toujours su défendre les caractéristiques de notre Méditerranée  notamment dans ces 

grandes instances internationales où nos valeurs, notre diversité, notre biodiversité ne sont pas 

toujours bien connues ou évaluées.  

Je voudrai vous remercier pour le rôle que vous avez joué dans ce domaine non seulement dans le 

domaine marin mais aussi dans le domaine terrestre.  

 

Lƭ ƳΩŜǎǘ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭƛŝǊŜƳŜƴǘ ŀƎǊŞŀōƭŜ ŘŜ ƴƻǘŜǊ ǉǳŜ ƭŀ ǇƭǳǇŀǊǘ ŘŜǎ Ǉŀȅǎ ŘŜ ƭŀ aŞŘƛǘŜǊǊŀƴŞŜ Ŝǘ ŘŜ ƭŀ aŜǊ 

Noire ont répondu présents et sont représentés à cette réunion. Il est de même pour les 

organisations régionales et internationales et les ONG avec lesquelles nous avons tissé de fructueux 

liens de collaboration. Je voudrais vous remercier tous, représentants des pays et des organisations 
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multilatérales et des ONG, vous remercier pour votre présence ici. Cette présence me laisse fonder 

un grand espoir quant aux issues de cette réunion, ses conclusions et les actions qui en découleront.  

 

Notre agenda pour les 4 jours de cette réunion est particulièrement chargé, il est à la hauteur des 

déŦƛǎ ǉǳŜ ƴƻǳǎ ŀǾƻƴǎ Ł ǊŜƭŜǾŜǊ Ŝƴ ƳŀǘƛŝǊŜ ŘŜ ŎƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴ ŘŜǎ ŎŞǘŀŎŞǎ Ŝǘ ƧΩŞƳŜǘǎ ƭŜ ǎƻǳƘŀƛǘ ǉǳŜ ƭŜ 

ǇǊƻŎƘŀƛƴ ǘǊƛŜƴƴƛǳƳ ƴƻǳǎ ǇŜǊƳŜǘǘǊŀ ŘŜ ǊŞŎƻƭǘŜǊ ƭŜǎ ŦǊǳƛǘǎ ŘŜ ƴƻǎ ŜƴƎŀƎŜƳŜƴǘǎ ŘΩŀǳƧƻǳǊŘΩƘǳƛ Ŝǘ ǉǳŜ ƭŀ 

wŞǳƴƛƻƴ ŘŜ ¢ŀƴƎŜǊ ŎƻƴǎǘƛǘǳŜǊŀ ǳƴ ŜȄŜƳǇƭŜ ŘΩŜƴƎŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ŘŜǎ tays dans la réalisation des objectifs 

ŘŜ ŎŜǘ !ŎŎƻǊŘ ǉǳŜ ƴƻǳǎ ƴƻǳǎ ŘŜǾƻƴǎ ŘΩƘƻƴƻǊŜǊΦ 
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WELCOME ADDRESS FROM MR. AZIZ AKHANNOUCH, MOROCCAN MINISTER OF 
AGRICULTURE AND MARITIME FISHERIES 

 

Votre Altesse Sérénissime Le Prince de la Principauté de Monaco, 

Mesdames et Messieurs les délégués des pays membres, 

Mesdames et Messieurs, 

 

/ΩŜǎǘ ǇƻǳǊ Ƴƻƛ ǳƴ ǊŞŜƭ ǇƭŀƛǎƛǊ ǉǳŜ ƭŀ  рème réunion de l'Accord sur la Conservation des Cétacés de la 

Mer Noire, de la Méditerranée et de la zone Atlantique adjacente (ACCOBAMS) se tienne pour la 

première fois dans la rive sud de la Méditerranée et précisément au Royaume du Maroc. 

 

Nous nous réjouissons de la présence à cet évènement de Son Altesse Le Prince de la Principauté de 

aƻƴŀŎƻΣ ǉǳƛ ŀ Ǿƻǳƭǳ ǇŀǊ ŎŜ ƎŜǎǘŜ ŘƻƴƴŜǊ ǳƴŜ ƴƻǳǾŜƭƭŜ ƛƳǇǳƭǎƛƻƴ Ł ŎŜǘǘŜ ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴ ŘŜ ƭΩ!//h.!a{Φ 

 

Permettez-moi, Votre Altesse, de vous souhaiter la bienvenue à Tanger. Votre présence à cette 

ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴ ǘǊŀŘǳƛǘ ǳƴ ǎƛƎƴŜ ŦƻǊǘ ŘŜ ǾƻǘǊŜ ƛƳǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǇƻǳǊ ƭŜ ǎǳŎŎŝǎ ŘŜǎ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴǎ ŘŜ ƭΩ!//h.!a{Φ  

 

Altesse, Excellences, Mesdames et Messieurs. 

 

Ce qui nous réunit aujourd'hui est la nécessité de renforcer les capacités institutionnelles et 

scientifiques de notre organisation qui fait désormais partie intégrante de notre patrimoine régional 

Ŝǘ ǊŜŦƭŝǘŜ ƴƻǘǊŜ ŞǘǊƻƛǘŜ ŎƻƻǇŞǊŀǘƛƻƴ Řŀƴǎ ǳƴ ŘƻƳŀƛƴŜ Ł ǇƻǘŜƴǘƛŀƭƛǘŞǎ ǊŞŜƭƭŜǎΣ Ƴŀƛǎ ŘΩǳƴŜ ŜȄǘǊşƳŜ 

sensibilité. 

 

bƻǘǊŜ ǇǊŞǎŜƴŎŜ ŀǳƧƻǳǊŘΩƘǳƛΣ ƛŎƛ ƳşƳŜ Ł ¢ŀƴƎŜǊΣ ŜȄǇǊƛƳŜ ƴƻǘǊŜ ŘŞǎƛǊ ŘϥǆǳǾǊŜǊ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛǾŜƳŜƴǘ ǇƻǳǊ ƭŀ 

réalisation des objectifs qui sont assignés à notre organisation pour la conservation et la protection 

des Cétacés de la Méditerranée et de la mer Noire, dans le but de réduire les menaces qui pèsent sur 

ces espèces  

 

9ƴ ŜŦŦŜǘΣ ŎƻƳƳŜ Ǿƻǳǎ ƭŜ ǎŀǾŜȊΣ ƴƻǳǎ Ŧŀƛǎƻƴǎ ŦŀŎŜ Ł ŘΩŞƴƻǊƳŜǎ ŘŞŦƛǎ ƭƛŞǎ ŀǳ ǊŞŎƘŀǳŦŦŜƳŜƴǘ ŎƭƛƳŀǘƛǉǳŜ 

Ŝǘ Ł ƭΩŀŎƛŘƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŘŜǎ ƻŎŞŀƴǎ ǉǳƛ ƛƳǇŀŎǘŜƴǘ ƴŞƎŀǘƛǾŜƳŜƴǘ ƭŜǎ ǊŜǎǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ Řǳ ƳƛƭƛŜǳ ƳŀǊƛƴΦ 

 

/Ŝ Ŏƻƴǎǘŀǘ ǎŞǾŝǊŜ ƴƻǳǎ ƛƴǘŜǊǇŜƭƭŜ ǇƻǳǊ  ǆǳǾǊŜǊ Ł ƭΩŀŘƻǇǘƛƻƴ ŘΩǳƴŜ ƴƻǳǾŜƭƭŜ Ǿƛǎƛƻƴ ŘŜ ƭŀ ŎƻƻǇŞǊŀǘƛƻƴ 

Ŝƴ ŎƻƴƧǳƎǳŀƴǘ ƴƻǎ ŜŦŦƻǊǘǎ ƳǳǘǳŜƭǎ ŀŦƛƴ ŘŜ ƳŜǘǘǊŜ Ŝƴ ǇƭŀŎŜ ŘŜǎ ǇƻƭƛǘƛǉǳŜǎ ŎŀǇŀōƭŜǎ ŘΩŀǎǎǳǊŜǊ ǳƴ 

développement durable des ressources de la terre. 

 

Permettez-Ƴƻƛ ŘϥƛƴǎƛǎǘŜǊ ǎǳǊ ƭŀ ƴŞŎŜǎǎƛǘŞ ŘŜ ƭΩŀŘƘŞǎƛƻƴ ŘŜ tous les Etats membres pour 

l'aboutissement de ce projet qui par sa structure intégrera toutes les synergies, compétences et 

expertises dont dispose notre région.  

 

[Ŝ aŀǊƻŎ Ł ƭΩƛƴǎǘŀǊ ŘŜǎ ŀǳǘǊŜǎ Ǉŀȅǎ ƳŞŘƛǘŜǊǊŀƴŞŜƴǎΣ ŀ ǘƻǳƧƻǳǊǎ ƳŀƴƛŦŜǎǘŞ ǎƻƴ ǎƻǳǘƛŜƴ Ŝǘ ǎƻn appui 

aux positions prises au sein des instances internationales et ce, dans le respect total des principes de 

la gestion durable et rationnelle des ressources. 
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/ΩŜǎǘ ŎŜǘ ƛƳǇŞǊŀǘƛŦ ǉǳƛ ƎǳƛŘŜ ƴƻǘǊŜ Ǿƛǎƛƻƴ ŘŜ ƭŀ ŎƻƻǇŞǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭŜΣ Řƻƴǘ ƭΩ!//h.!a{ est 

ƭΩǳƴŜ ŘŜǎ ƛƭƭǳǎǘǊŀǘƛƻƴǎΦ 

 

[Ŝ aŀǊƻŎ ŜƴǘŜƴŘ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜǊ Ł ǆǳǾǊŜǊ Řŀƴǎ ƭŜ ǎŜƴǎ ŘΩǳƴ ǊŜƴŦƻǊŎŜƳŜƴǘ ŘŜ ƭŀ ŎƻƻǇŞǊŀǘƛƻƴ ǊŞƎƛƻƴŀƭŜ ǎǳǊ 

les plans technique, juridique, institutionnel et scientifique, mais aussi par la conception et la 

réalisation de projets visant la conservation et la protection des cétacés. 

 

/ŜǘǘŜ ŘŞǘŜǊƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ǇƻǳǊ ƭŀ ǇǊŞǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴ ŘŜ ƭŀ ǊŜǎǎƻǳǊŎŜ ǘǊƻǳǾŜ ǎƻƴ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŜ ŀǳ ŎǆǳǊ  ƭŀ ǎǘǊŀǘŞƎƛŜ 

nationale du développement du secteur de la pêche marocain Halieutis, lancée en 2009 sous la 

Haute Impulsion ŘŜ {ŀ aŀƧŜǎǘŞ ƭŜ wƻƛ aƻƘŀƳŜŘ ±L ǉǳŜ 5ƛŜǳ ƭŜ DƭƻǊƛŦƛŜΦ [ΩŀȄŜ  ζ durabilité » se trouve 

ŀǳ ŎǆǳǊ ŘŜ ƭŀ ǎǘǊŀǘŞƎƛŜ IŀƭƛŜǳǘƛǎΦ tŀǊƳƛ ƭŜǎ ǇǊƻƧŜǘǎ ƭŜǎ Ǉƭǳǎ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘǎ ŘŜ ŎŜǘ ŀȄŜΣ ƭŜ aŀǊƻŎ ŀ ƛƴǘŜǊŘƛǘ 

ƭΩǳǘƛƭƛǎŀǘƛƻƴ ŘŜǎ ŦƛƭŜǘǎ Ƴŀƛƭƭŀƴǘǎ ŘŞǊƛǾŀƴǘǎ ŎƻƳƳŜ ƭŜ ǇǊŞǾƻƛǘ ƭŀ résolution de la 3ème session de notre 

organisation, et par la même occasion a réduit de manière satisfaisante la prise accidentelle des 

dauphins et baleines dans les filets de pêche de sa flotte. Deux options de retrait ont été retenues, le 

ǊŜǘǊŀƛǘ ŘŜ ƭΩŜngin ou le départ volontaire et définitif de la pêche. A ce jour, 245 navires ont été 

ƛƴŘŜƳƴƛǎŞǎ ǇƻǳǊ ǳƴ Ƴƻƴǘŀƴǘ ŀǾƻƛǎƛƴŀƴǘ ƭŜǎ мф aƛƭƭƛƻƴǎ ŘΩϵΦ /Ŝ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜ ŀ ǇŀǊ ŀƛƭƭŜǳǊǎ ŞǘŞ 

complété par un plan de formation pour la reconversion vers de nouvelles filières de pêche de 1.857 

marins pêcheurs qui étaient actifs à bord des navires utilisant ces engins. Le budget alloué à cette 

ŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ŀǘǘŜƛƴǘ оΣр aƛƭƭƛƻƴǎ ŘΩϵΦ 

 

5ΩŀǳǘǊŜǎ ŘƛǎǇƻǎƛǘƛƻƴǎ ƻƴǘ ŞǘŞ ǇǊƛǎŜǎ ǇŀǊ ƭŜ aŀǊƻŎ ǘŜƭ ƭŜ ǎǳƛǾƛ Řǳ ǇƘŞƴƻƳŝƴŜ ŘΩŞŎƘƻǳŀƎŜ ŘŜǎ cétacés 

et la réduction des interactions entre la pêche  pélagique et les cétacés le long des côtes 

méditerranéennes marocaines.  

 

De même, un module de cétologie est dispensé dans les universités Abdelmalek Saadi à Tanger et 

Chouaib Doukkali à El Jadida eƴ ŎƻƭƭŀōƻǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŀǾŜŎ ƭΩ!//h.!a{Φ 

 

Altesse, Excellences, Mesdames et Messieurs 

Le Royaume du Maroc salue avec intérêt l'initiative du Prince Albert II  visant à la création d'un Fonds 

fiduciaire pour les aires marines protégées de Méditerranée qui permettra d'améliorer la qualité de 

la gestion de nos richesses naturelles méditerranéennes. 

 

Dans le même esprit, le Royaume du Maroc souhaite que cette organisation joue pleinement et 

ŜŦŦƛŎŀŎŜƳŜƴǘ ǎƻƴ ǊƾƭŜ ŘΩƻǊƎŀƴŜ ƛƴŦƭǳŜƴǘ ǇƻǳǊ ƭŀ  ŎƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴ Ŝǘ ƭŀ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘƛƻƴ des Cétacés à la 

ƭǳƳƛŝǊŜ ŘŜ ƭΩŜȄǇŜǊǘƛǎŜ ǎŎƛŜƴǘƛŦƛǉǳŜ ŀŎŎǳƳǳƭŞŜ ǇŀǊ ƴƻǎ ŎƘŜǊŎƘŜǳǊǎΦ 

 

Je vous remercie encore une fois pour votre précieuse contribution et souhaite plein succès à vos 

travaux. 
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ADDRESS FROM HIS SERENE HIGHNESS PRINCE ALBERT II OF MONACO  

 

5ƛǎŎƻǳǊǎ ŘΩƻǳǾŜǊǘǳǊŜ ŘŜ {Φ!Φ{Φ ƭŜ tǊƛƴŎŜ 

 рŝƳŜ ǊŞǳƴƛƻƴ ŘŜǎ tŀǊǘƛŜǎ Ł ƭΩ!//h.!a{  

(5-8 novembre 2013, Tanger, Maroc) 

 

 

 

Monsieur le Ministre, 

     Madame le Secrétaire Général,  

       Mesdames, Messieurs, 

   Chers amis, 

 

5ŜǇǳƛǎ ǎŀ ŎƻƴŎŜǇǘƛƻƴΣ ƭΩ!ŎŎƻǊŘ !//h.!a{Σ ǘŜȄǘŜ ŘŞŘƛŞ Ł  ƭŀ ŎƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴ ŘŜǎ /ŞǘŀŎŞǎ 

Řŀƴǎ ƴƻǎ ƳŜǊǎΣ ŘŞƳƻƴǘǊŜ ǎƻƴ ǳǘƛƭƛǘŞ Ŝǘ ǎŀ ǇŜǊǘƛƴŜƴŎŜ ŀǳ Ŧƛƭ ŘŜǎ ŀƴƴŞŜǎΦ /ΩŜǎǘ ŘƻƴŎ ŀǾŜŎ ƎǊŀƴŘ ǇƭŀƛǎƛǊ 

ǉǳŜ ƧŜ ƳŜ ǘǊƻǳǾŜ ŀǳƧƻǳǊŘΩƘǳi parmi vous et je remercie chaleureusement le Royaume du Maroc pour 

ǎƻƴ ŀƳƛŎŀƭŜ ƛƴǾƛǘŀǘƛƻƴ ǉǳƛ  ƴƻǳǎ ŘƻƴƴŜ ƭΩƻŎŎŀǎƛƻƴ ŘŜ ƴƻǳǎ ǊŜƴŎƻƴǘǊŜǊ Řŀƴǎ ŎŜǘǘŜ ǾƛƭƭŜ ƳȅǘƘƛǉǳŜ ŘŜ 

Tanger.  

 

[Ŝ wƻȅŀǳƳŜ Řǳ aŀǊƻŎ ǇŀǊǘŀƎŜ ŀǾŜŎ ƭŀ ¢ǳǊǉǳƛŜ Ŝǘ ƭΩ9ǎǇŀƎƴŜ ŎŜǘǘŜ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊƛǘŞ 

géƻƎǊŀǇƘƛǉǳŜ ŘŜ ŎƻǳǾǊƛǊ ŘŜǳȄ ŘŜǎ  ǘǊƻƛǎ ƳŜǊǎ ŘŜ ƭŀ ȊƻƴŜ ŘΩŀŎǘƛƻƴ ŘŜ ƭΩ!ŎŎƻǊŘΦ  

 

WŜ ƳŜ ŦŞƭƛŎƛǘŜ ǉǳŜ ƭŜ wƻȅŀǳƳŜ Řǳ aŀǊƻŎ ŀƛǘ ǊŀǘƛŦƛŞ ƭΩ!ŎŎƻǊŘ ƛƭ ȅ ŀ ǳƴ ǇŜǳ Ǉƭǳǎ ŘŜ мп ŀƴǎ ŜǘΣ 

depuis lors, contribué activement aux travaux des différentes instances en  hébergeant notamment 

ŘƛǾŜǊǎŜǎ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘŞǎ ǘŜƭƭŜǎ ǉǳŜ ŘŜǎ ŀǘŜƭƛŜǊǎ ŘŜ ŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ǇǊŀǘƛǉǳŜ ǎǳǊ ƭΩŞǘǳŘŜ ŘŜǎ ŞŎƘƻǳŀƎŜǎ Ŝǘ ƭŀ 

nécropsie des cétacés, une session du Comité scientifique ainsi que la deuxième Conférence biennale 

sur la conservation des cétacés dans les pays dǳ ǎǳŘ ŘŜ ƭŀ aŞŘƛǘŜǊǊŀƴŞŜ ǉǳƛ ǎΩŜǎǘ ǘŜƴǳŜ Ł 9ƭ WŀŘƛŘŀ Ŝƴ 

octobre 2011.   

 

Par ailleurs, le Maroc, au travers du Département des Pêches, collabore depuis deux ans, 

ŀǳȄ ŎƾǘŞǎ Řǳ {ŜŎǊŞǘŀǊƛŀǘ ŘŜ ƭΩ!ŎŎƻǊŘΣ Ł ƭŀ ǇǊƻƳƻǘƛƻƴ ŘΩŀŎǘƛǾƛǘŞǎ ŘŜ  ǿƘŀƭŜ ǿŀǘŎƘƛƴƎ  ŘǳǊŀōƭŜΣ activités 

qui permettront de créer des nouvelles sources de revenus tout en assurant la conservation des 

cétacés.   

 

Dans un monde en crise, il est souvent difficile de prôner la conservation de la nature, 

ǾƻŎŀōǳƭŀƛǊŜ ŀƴŎƛŜƴ ǉǳŜ ƧΩǳǘƛƭƛǎŜ ǾƻƭƻƴǘŀƛǊŜƳŜƴǘ ŎŀǊ ƛƭ Ŝǎǘ ŎƻƳǇǊŞƘŜƴǎƛōƭŜ ŘΩǳƴ ƭŀǊƎŜ ǇǳōƭƛŎΦ tƻǳǊ ǾƻǳǎΣ 
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ǎǇŞŎƛŀƭƛǎǘŜǎΣ ƧΩŞǾƻǉǳŜǊŀƛ ƭŀ ŎƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴ ŘŜ ƭŀ ōƛƻŘƛǾŜǊǎƛǘŞΦ tƻǳǊ ƭŜǎ ǇƻƭƛǘƛǉǳŜǎΣ ƧŜ ǇŀǊƭŜǊŀƛ ŘŜ ƭŀ ƎŜǎǘƛƻƴ 

durable des ressources naturelles.  

 

 

Ce sont trois vocabulaires qui se complètent, trois approches illustrant des progrès de 

ƭΩƛƴǎŜǊǘƛƻƴ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎƛǾŜ ŘŜǎ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎǳǎ ǾƛǘŀǳȄ ƴŀǘǳǊŜƭǎ Řŀƴǎ ƭŜ ŎƻƴŎŜǊǘ Řǳ ŘŞǾŜƭƻǇǇŜƳŜƴǘ ǎƻŎƛƻ-

économique durable.   

 

[ΩƛƳǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŘŜ Ƴƻƴ Ǉŀȅǎ Řŀƴǎ ƭŀ ƳƛǎŜ Ŝƴ ǇƭŀŎŜ Ŝǘ ƭŜ ǎǳƛǾƛ ŘŜ ƭΩ!//h.!a{  Ŝǎǘ ƛƴǘŀŎǘŜ 

depuis son adoption et sa signature en 1996 par de nombreux pays, dont Monaco. Protéger les 

ŎŞǘŀŎŞǎΣ ŎΩŜǎǘ ŀƎƛǊ ŀǳ ǎƻƳƳŜǘ ŘŜǎ ǊŞǎŜŀǳȄ ǘǊƻǇƘƛǉǳŜǎΦ  

 

±ƻǳǎ ǎŀǾŜȊ Ł ǉǳŜƭ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ƧΩŀƛ ŜƴƎŀƎŞΣ ǘŀƴǘ Ƴƻƴ ƎƻǳǾŜǊƴŜƳŜƴǘ ǉǳŜ Ƴŀ CƻƴŘŀǘƛƻƴΣ Řŀƴǎ ŘŜǎ 

actions concrètes de conservation des espèces marines afin de préserver la biodiversité, clé de voute 

ŘΩǳƴŜ ƎŜǎǘƛƻƴ ŘǳǊŀōƭŜ ŘŜǎ ƳŜǊǎ Ŝǘ ŘŜǎ ƻŎŞŀƴǎΦ 

 

5ŀƴǎ ŎŜ ŎƻƴǘŜȄǘŜΣ ǎƻƴǘ ǇǊƛǾƛƭŞƎƛŞǎ ƭŜǎ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜǎ ŘŜ ǘŜǊǊŀƛƴ Ŝǘ ƭŜǎ Ǉƭŀƴǎ ŘΩŀŎǘƛƻƴΣ ƛƴǎŎǊƛǘǎ 

dans le cadre des Conventions intergouvernementales pertinentes comme la CITES et surtout la CMS 

Ł ƭŀǉǳŜƭƭŜ ƧŜ ǊŜƴŘǎ ǳƴ ƘƻƳƳŀƎŜ ǘƻǳǘ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭƛŜǊ ŀǳƧƻǳǊŘΩƘǳƛΦ 

 

tǊƻǘŞƎŜǊ ƭŜǎ ŎŞǘŀŎŞǎΣ ŎΩŜǎǘ ŀǳǎǎƛ ƭŜǎ ǇǊŞǎŜǊǾŜǊ ŘŜǎ ƳŜƴŀŎŜǎ ǉǳƛ ǇŝǎŜƴǘ ǎǳǊ ŜǳȄ Ŝǘ 

préserver leur environnement.  

 

[Ŝǎ ōǊǳƛǘǎ ŘΩƻǊƛƎƛƴŜ ŀƴǘƘǊƻǇƛǉǳŜ Ŝǘ ƭŜǳǊ ŘƛŦŦǳǎƛƻƴ Ł ƎǊŀƴŘŜ ŘƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ Řŀƴǎ ƭŜ ƳƛƭƛŜǳ ƳŀǊƛƴ 

sont de plus en plus reconnus comme une menace qui dépasse largement le cadre des cétacés. 

/ƻƴǎƛŘŞǊŞǎ ƘƛŜǊ ŎƻƳƳŜ ǳƴŜ ŦŀǘŀƭƛǘŞΣ ƛƭǎ Ŧƻƴǘ ŀǳƧƻǳǊŘΩƘǳƛ ƭΩƻōƧŜǘ  ŘŜ ǊŜŎƘŜǊches de solutions 

ŘΩŀǘǘŞƴǳŀǘƛƻƴΦ  

 

/ΩŜǎǘ  ǎǳǊ ƭŀ ōŀǎŜ ŘΩŞǾŀƭǳŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŘŜǎ ƳŞŦŀƛǘǎ ŘŜ ŎŜǎ ǇŜǊǘǳǊōŀǘƛƻƴǎ Ŝǘ ŘŜǎ ōŞƴŞŦƛŎŜǎ ŘŜ ŎŜǎ 

ƳŞǘƘƻŘŜǎ ǉǳΩƛƭ ǎŜǊŀ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ŘŜ ŎƻƴǾŀƛƴŎǊŜ ƭŜǎ ŀŎǘŜǳǊǎ ǘŜŎƘƴƛǉǳŜǎ Ŝǘ ǎƻŎƛƻ-ŞŎƻƴƻƳƛǉǳŜǎ ŘΩȅ ƛƴǾŜǎǘƛǊ 

les ressources humaines et financières nécessaires. 

 

5ΩŀǳǘǊŜǎ ǇŞǊƛƭǎ ǇŝǎŜƴǘ ǎǳǊ ƭŜǎ ŎŞǘŀŎŞǎΦ ±ƻǳǎ ƭŜ ǎŀǾŜȊΣ ƛƭ Ŧŀǳǘ ǇǊŜƴŘǊŜ ƭŀ ƳŜǎǳǊŜ ŘŜ ƭΩƛƳǇŀŎǘ 

des gestes de  la vie quotidienne sur notre environnement. Macro et micro-déchets, polluants, 
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émanant directement de notre vie domestique constituent des agressions pernicieuses. La 

sensibilisation, de nous tous, consommateurs, quant à leurs effets, est cruciale.  

5Ωŀǳǘŀƴǘ Ǉƭǳǎ ǉǳΩŀŎƘŜǘŜǳǊǎ Ŝǘ ŎƻƴǎƻƳƳŀǘŜǳǊǎ ƴΩŀŎŎŜǇǘŜǊƻƴǘ ŘŜ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘŜǊ  ƭŜǎ ŎƻǶǘǎ ƭƛŞǎ 

Ł ƭŜǳǊ ŞƭƛƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ǉǳŜ ǎΩƛƭǎ ǎƻƴǘ ŎƭŀƛǊŜƳŜƴǘ ƧǳǎǘƛŦƛŞǎΦ /ΩŜǎǘ Ł ŎŜ ǘƛǘǊŜ ǉǳŜ Ǿƻǳǎ ƛƴǘŜǊǾŜƴŜȊΣ  ǇŀǊ Ǿƻǎ 

décisions et recommandations basées sur une science consciente de son rôle et de ses 

responsabilités. 

 

aşƳŜ ǎƛ ƭŜ ǇǊƛƴŎƛǇŜ ŘŜ ǇǊŞŎŀǳǘƛƻƴ ƴƻǳǎ ƛƳǇƻǎŜ ƭΩŞŘƛŎǘƛƻƴ ŘŜ ƳŜǎǳǊŜǎ ŜŦŦŜŎǘƛǾŜǎΣ ƭŀ 

connaissance ŘŜ ƭŀ ǎƛǘǳŀǘƛƻƴ ǇŜǊƳŜǘ ŘŜ ŎƛōƭŜǊ ŎŜǎ ƳŜǎǳǊŜǎΣ ƎŀƎŜ ŘŜ ǊŞǳǎǎƛǘŜΣ ŘΩŞŎƻƴƻƳƛŜ Ŝǘ ŘŜ 

crédibilité.  

 

Pourtant, vos travaux vont le souligner, des programmes bien élaborés destinés  à fournir 

ǳƴ Şǘŀǘ ǊŞŜƭ ŘŜ ƭŀ ǎƛǘǳŀǘƛƻƴ ƴΩƻƴǘ Ǉŀǎ ŎƻƳǇƭŝǘŜƳŜƴǘ ŀōƻǳǘƛΣ ŦŀǳǘŜ ŘŜ  moyens financiers suffisants et 

ƳŀƭƎǊŞ  ƭΩŀǇǇǳƛ ŘŜ ōŀƛƭƭŜǳǊǎ ŘŜ ŦƻƴŘǎ ǉǳŜ ƧŜ ǊŜƳŜǊŎƛŜ ŎƘŀƭŜǳǊŜǳǎŜƳŜƴǘΦ CƻǊŎŜ Ŝǎǘ ŘŜ ŎƻƴǎǘŀǘŜǊ ǉǳŜ ƭŀ 

aŞŘƛǘŜǊǊŀƴŞŜ Ŝǘ ƭŀ aŜǊ bƻƛǊŜ ǎƻƴǘ  ǎƻǳǾŜƴǘ ƭΩƻōƧŜǘ ŘΩǳƴŜ ŀǘǘŜƴǘƛƻƴ ƳƻƛƴŘǊŜ ǉǳŜ ƭŜǎ ŀǳǘǊŜǎ ƳŜǊǎ ǉǳƛ 

ōƻǊŘŜƴǘ ƭΩ9ǳǊƻǇŜΦ 

 

Pourtant ce sont les seules qui baignent trois continents, qui relient des entités 

géopolitiques très différentes.   

 

Je lance donc un appel à la communauté internationale pour accentuer son appui à la 

ōƻƴƴŜ ŎƻƴƴŀƛǎǎŀƴŎŜ ŘŜ ƭΩŞǘŀǘ ŘŜǎ ōƛƻŘƛǾŜǊǎƛǘŞǎ ŘŜ ŎŜǎ ŘŜǳȄ mers et particulièrement des populations 

de cétacés qui y vivent. 

 

 WΩŜǎǇŝǊŜ ǉǳŜ ŎŜǘ ŀǇǇŜƭ ǎŜǊŀ ŜƴǘŜƴŘǳ Ŝǘ ƧΩŜƴƎŀƎŜ ƭŜ  {ŜŎǊŞǘŀǊƛŀǘ ŘŜ  ƭΩ!ŎŎƻǊŘΣ Ŝƴ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴ 

avec celui de la CMS, à agir activement auprès de ces instances.  

 

[Ω!//h.!a{ ǎŜ ŘŞŦƛƴƛǘ ŀǳǎǎƛ Ǉŀr la diversité géographique, géopolitique et thématique  

ŘŜ ǎƻƴ ŘƻƳŀƛƴŜ ŘΩƛƴǘŜǊǾŜƴǘƛƻƴΦ tŀǊ ŎŜǘ ƛƴǎǘǊǳƳŜƴǘ ƧǳǊƛŘƛǉǳŜ ŘŜ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘƛƻƴ ŘŜǎ ŎŞǘŀŎŞǎ sont 

ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴŞǎ ǘǊƻƛǎ ƳŜǊǎΣ ŘŜǎ ƴƛǾŜŀǳȄ ŘŜ ŘŞǾŜƭƻǇǇŜƳŜƴǘ Ŝǘ ŘΩŜƴǎŜƳōƭŜǎ ƎŞƻǇƻƭƛǘƛǉǳŜǎ ŘƛǾŜǊǎΣ ǳƴŜ 

mosaïque  de cultures, de civilisations et de langues. 

 

bŀǾƛƎǳŜǊ ŀǳ ŎǆǳǊ ŘŜ ŎŜǘǘŜ ŘƛǾŜǊǎƛǘŞ Ŝǎǘ ŎŜǊǘŜǎ ǳƴŜ ŀǾŜƴǘǳǊŜ ŜȄŀƭǘŀƴǘŜ Ƴŀƛǎ ŞƎŀƭŜƳŜƴǘ 

complexe. Je tiens ici à remercier tout particulièrement votre Secrétaire exécutif Madame Marie-
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Christine Grillo-Compulsione qui, dŜǇǳƛǎ Ǉƭǳǎ ŘŜ му ŀƴǎΣ ǎΩŜǎǘ ŎƻƴǎŀŎǊŞŜ Ł ŎŜǘǘŜ ǘŃŎƘŜ ŀǾŜŎ ŞƴŜǊƎƛŜΣ 

compétence et diplomatie.  

 

9ƭƭŜ ŀ  ǎǳ ŦŀƛǊŜ ŘŜ ƭΩ!//h.!a{ ƴƻƴ ǎŜǳƭŜƳŜƴǘ ǳƴ ƛƴǎǘǊǳƳŜƴǘ ŜŦŦƛŎŀŎŜ Ƴŀƛǎ ŞƎŀƭŜƳŜƴǘ ǳƴ 

ƳƻŘŝƭŜ ǇƻǳǊ ŘΩŀǳǘǊŜǎ ǊŞƎƛƻƴǎ Řǳ ƳƻƴŘŜΦ ±ƻǎ ŀŎǘƛƻƴǎ Ŝǘ ƭΩŀŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŎƭŀƛǊǾƻȅŀƴǘŜ ŘŜ ƭΩ!ŎŎƻǊŘ 

ƳΩƻƴǘ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŞ Ł ƳŀƛƴǘŜƴƛǊ ƭΩƻŦŦǊŜ ŘŜ Ƴƻƴ Ǉŀȅǎ ŘΩȅ ŀŎŎǳŜƛƭƭƛǊ ƭŜ {ŜŎǊŞǘŀǊƛŀǘ 9ȄŞŎǳǘƛŦΦ {ƛ ŀǳƧƻǳǊŘΩƘǳƛ 

vous accédez à la requête de votre Secrétaire Exécutif de se retirer à la fin de cette année, après 

examen de plusieurs candidatures, le profil de  Madame Florence Descroix-Comanducci, apparaît 

parfaitement adapté aux missions qui lui seront dévolues.  

 

/ƻƳƳŜ ǎƻƴ ǇǊŞŘŞŎŜǎǎŜǳǊΣ ōƛƻƭƻƎƛǎǘŜ ƳŀǊƛƴ ŘŜ Ƙŀǳǘ ƴƛǾŜŀǳΣ ŜƭƭŜ Ŝǎǘ ŘƻǘŞŜ ŘΩǳƴŜ ǎƻƭƛŘŜ 

expérience de gestion de projets de collaboration internationale dans le cadre des laboratoires 

ŘΩŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƴŜƳŜƴǘ ŘŜ ƭΩ!L9!Φ WŜ ǎŀƛǎ ǉǳΩŜƭƭŜ ǘǊƻǳǾera à vos côtés la collaboration nécessaire. 

 

Je voudrais enfin rappeler la nécessité de mettre en commun nos compétences afin de 

travailler ensemble à davantage renforcer la coopération entre les diverses entités internationales 

ǉǳƛ ǆǳǾǊŜƴǘ Ŝƴ ŦŀǾŜǳǊ ŘΩǳƴŜ ōƻƴƴŜ ƎŜǎǘƛƻƴ ŘŜ ƭΩŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƴŜƳŜƴǘ ƳŀǊƛƴ ǇƻǳǊ ŦŀǾƻǊƛǎŜǊ ƭΩŞƳŜǊƎŜƴŎŜ 

ŘΩǳƴŜ ŞŎƻƴƻƳƛŜ ŘǳǊŀōƭŜΦ 

 

Mon pays y veille tant au niveau régional que mondial et porte une attention particulière 

aux travaux onusiens dédiés à la biodiversité en haute mer. 

 

Je suis en eŦŦŜǘ ŎƻƴǾŀƛƴŎǳ ǉǳΩǳƴŜ ǾƻƭƻƴǘŞ ƛƴǘŜǊŞǘŀǘƛǉǳŜ ŘŜƳŜǳǊŜ ƭΩǳƴ ŘŜǎ ƳƻȅŜƴǎ ƭŜǎ Ǉƭǳǎ 

sûrs pour préserver ces espèces. 

 

Mesdames, Messieurs,  je souhaite plein succès dans vos travaux et vous assure de mon 

ǎƻǳǘƛŜƴ Řŀƴǎ ƭŀ ƳƛǎŜ Ŝƴ ǆǳǾǊŜ ŘŜǎ ŘŞŎƛǎƛƻƴǎ ǉǳŜ Ǿƻǳǎ ǇǊŜƴŘǊŜȊΦ  

 

Je vous remercie. 
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AGENDA 

 

 

1. Welcome addresses 

 

2. Granting the right to vote 

 

3. Admission of Observers 

 

4. Election of the Bureau 

 

5. Adoption of the Agenda 

 

6. Establishment of the Credentials Committee 

 

7. Opening Statements 

 

8. Progress reports 

 

9. Report by the Credentials Committee 

 

10. National reports  

 

11. Institutional arrangements 

 

12. Implementation of the Agreement : technical and scientific  issues 

 

13. Budgetary issues 

 

14. Confirmation of previous Resolutions 

 

15. Adoption of  Resolutions  

 

16. Other business 

 

17. Date and venue of the Sixth Meeting of the Parties 

 

18. Adoption of the Report of the Meeting 

 

19. Closure of the Meeting 
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ANNEX IV: Opening statements 
 

Statements are shown in chronological order. 
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STATEMENT FROM THE PERMANENT SECRETARIAT OF PELAGOS SANCTUARY 

 

Monseigneur, Excellences, Madame la Présidente, Mesdames et Messieurs les chefs de délégation, 

chers collègues, 

 

[Ŝ {ŀƴŎǘǳŀƛǊŜ tŜƭŀƎƻǎ ǘƛŜƴǘ Ł ǊŜƳŜǊŎƛŜǊ ƭΩ!//h.!a{ Ŝǘ ǘƻǳǘ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭƛŝǊŜƳŜƴǘ ǎƻƴ {ŜŎǊŞǘŀǊƛŀǘ 

Permanent et la délégation marocaine pour leur chaleureux accueil. Le Secrétariat Permanent du 

{ŀƴŎǘǳŀƛǊŜ Ŝǎǘ ƘŜǳǊŜǳȄ ŘŜ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŜǊ Ł ƴƻǳǾŜŀǳ ŀǳȄ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘŞǎ ŘŜ ƭΩ!//h.!a{ ŘŜ Ŧŀœƻƴ ƻŦŦƛŎƛŜƭƭŜ Ŝǘ 

effective. 

 

9ƴ ŜŦŦŜǘΣ ƭŜ {ŜŎǊŞǘŀǊƛŀǘ tŜǊƳŀƴŜƴǘ Řǳ {ŀƴŎǘǳŀƛǊŜ tŜƭŀƎƻǎ ŀ ŞǘŞ ǊŞŀŎǘƛǾŞ Ŝƴ ƧŀƴǾƛŜǊ нлмо Ŝǘ ŘΩƻǊŜǎ Ŝǘ 

déjà 2 Comités Scientifiques et Techniques et 1 Conférence des Parties du Sanctuaire ont été 

organisés afin de relancer la coordination des activités des pays parties. 

 

9ƴ ǘŀƴǘ ǉǳΩŀŎŎƻǊŘ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŜƴǘǊŜ ƭŀ CǊŀƴŎŜΣ ƭΩLǘŀƭƛŜ Ŝǘ ƭŀ tǊƛƴŎƛǇŀǳǘŞ ŘŜ aƻƴŀŎƻ ŘŞdié à la 

conciliation entre le développement des activités socio-économiques et la protection des 

mammifères marins et de leurs habitats, le Sanctuaire Pelagos, également inscrit sur la liste des Aires 

{ǇŞŎƛŀƭŜƳŜƴǘ tǊƻǘŞƎŞŜǎ ŘΩLƳǇƻǊǘŀƴŎŜ aŞŘƛǘŜǊǊŀƴŞŜƴƴŜΣ ǎe veut être une zone pilote de 

ƭΩ!//h.!a{ ǇƻǳǊ ƭŀ ƳƛǎŜ Ŝƴ ǆǳǾǊŜ ŘΩƛƴƛǘƛŀǘƛǾŜǎ ƛƴƴƻǾŀƴǘŜǎ ǊŞǇƻƴŘŀƴǘ ŀǳȄ ƻōƧŜŎǘƛŦǎ ŘŜ ƭΩ!ŎŎƻǊŘΦ 

 

En ce sens, 3 axes de coopération majeure ont déjà été initiés : 

- ƭŀ ƭǳǘǘŜ ŎƻƴǘǊŜ ƭŜǎ Ŏƻƭƭƛǎƛƻƴǎ ŀǾŜŎ ƭΩƻǊƎŀƴƛǎŀǘƛƻƴ ŎƻƴƧƻƛƴǘŜΣ Ǉŀr les Secrétariats Permanents des 

н ŀŎŎƻǊŘǎΣ ŘΩǳƴŜ ǊŜƴŎƻƴǘǊŜ ƻǊƎŀƴƛǎŞŜ Ŝƴ ǎŜǇǘŜƳōǊŜ нлмо Ł aƻƴŀŎƻ Ł ƭΩƻŎŎŀǎƛƻƴ Řǳ aƻƴŀŎƻ 

Yacht Show, dédiée à fédérer les armateurs, les compagnies de navigation de grande 

plaisance autour de cette problématique et à présenter le système REPCET,  

- ƭΩŜƴŎŀŘǊŜƳŜƴǘ ŘŜǎ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘŞǎ ŘΩƻōǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴ ŘŜǎ ŎŞǘŀŎŞǎ Ŝƴ ƳƛƭƛŜǳ ƴŀǘǳǊŜƭ ǇŀǊ ƭŀ ǇƻǳǊǎǳƛǘŜ ŘŜ ƭŀ 

ƳƛǎŜ Ŝƴ ǆǳǾǊŜ Řǳ ƭŀōŜƭ ŎƻƳƳǳƴ tŜƭŀƎƻǎ-ACCOBAMS, dont il sera question dans les 

ǇǊƻŎƘŀƛƴǎ Ǉƻƛƴǘǎ ŘŜ ƭΩƻǊŘǊŜ Řǳ ƧƻǳǊ ; 

- les Aires Marines Protégées, avec notamment la présidence par les Secrétariats Permanents 

ŘŜǎ н ŀŎŎƻǊŘǎ ŘΩǳƴ ŀǘŜƭƛŜǊ ǎǳǊ ƭŜ ǘƘŝƳŜ ζ management plan et migrating species » à 

ƭΩƻŎŎŀǎƛƻƴ ŘŜ ƭΩLat!/о Ŝƴ ƻŎǘƻōǊŜ нлмо Ł aŀǊǎŜƛƭƭŜΦ 

 

.ƛŜƴ ŜƴǘŜƴŘǳΣ ŘΩŀǳǘǊŜǎ ǎǳƧŜǘǎ ŘŜ ŎƻƻǇŞǊŀǘƛƻƴ ǎƻƴǘ ŞƎŀƭŜƳŜƴǘ Ŝƴ ŎƻǳǊǎ ŘΩŞǘǳŘŜ Ŝǘ ƭŜ /ƻƳƛǘŞ 

Scientifique et Technique a déjà chargé le Secrétariat Permanent de réviser les résolutions du 

{ŀƴŎǘǳŀƛǊŜ tŜƭŀƎƻǎ Ŝƴ ŎƻƴŦƻǊƳƛǘŞ ŀǾŜŎ ŎŜƭƭŜǎ ŘŜ ƭΩ!//h.!a{ Ŝǘ ŘŜ ǇǊŞǎŜƴǘŜǊ ƭŜǎ ǾŜǊǎƛƻƴǎ ƳƻŘƛŦƛŞŜǎ 

pour la 6ème Conférence des Parties prévue en France en 2015. 

 

Fannie Dubois 

Sanctuaire Pelagos - Secrétaire Exécutif 

Tel : +33 (0)6 50 27 99 33 

Email : fanniedubois@sanctuaire-pelagos.org  

 

 

mailto:fanniedubois@sanctuaire-pelagos.org


 

73 
 

IUCN STATEMENT 

 

On behalf of IUCN headquarters in Switzerland and of IUCN Centre for Mediterranean Cooperation, I 

would like to thanks the Secretariat of ACCOBAMS for the invitation to participate to the 5th Meeting 

of Parties and Morocco for hosting it. IUCN remains always available for activities concerning the 

conservation of nature and I personally am interested as the responsible of the Mediterranean 

marine programme in the conservation of the marine environment with a particular attention to 

cetaceans. As you know, one of the specificities of IUCN is the development of the Red List of 

Species, and the status of Mediterranean marine mammals and marine turtles have been reviewed in 

2012 and the status of Mediterranean marine fishes status studied in 2011, both allowing more 

awareness on the status of the Mediterranean environment. In the future, the preparation of a Red 

List of Ecosystems is studied by the experts with a special concern for the marine environment. Such 

a red list of ecosystems could allow protecting better the area of repartition of some species, and in 

particular the cetaceans. 



 

74 
 

STATEMENT OF MEDPAN  

 

Le réseau MedPAN fédère les gestionnaires d'Aires Marines Protégées en Méditerranée et les 
ǎƻǳǘƛŜƴǘ Řŀƴǎ ƭŜǳǊǎ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘŞǎ ŘŜ ƎŜǎǘƛƻƴ ŘŜǇǳƛǎ мффлΦ tŞǊŜƴƴƛǎŞ ǎƻǳǎ ƭŀ ŦƻǊƳŜ ŘΩǳƴŜ ƻǊƎŀƴƛǎŀǘƛƻƴ 
indépendante depuis 2008, MedPAN collabore avec ACCOBAMS depuis plusieurs années  et un 
Mémorandum de Collaboration a été établi entre les deux organisations en 2012.  

[Ŝǎ ŘŜǳȄ ƻǊƎŀƴƛǎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƻƴǘ Ŝƴ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭƛŜǊ ŎƻƭƭŀōƻǊŞ Ł ƭΩƻǊƎŀƴƛǎŀǘƛƻƴ Řǳ CƻǊǳƳ ŘŜǎ !ƛǊŜǎ aŀǊƛƴŜǎ 
tǊƻǘŞƎŞŜǎ Ŝƴ aŞŘƛǘŜǊǊŀƴŞŜ ǉǳƛ ǎΩŜǎǘ ǘŜƴǳ Ŝƴ ƴƻǾŜƳōǊŜ нлмн Ł !ƴǘŀƭȅŀΦ !//h.!a{ ŀ ŀǇǇƻǊǘŞ ǳƴŜ 
forte contribution à la préparation du Statut des AMP de Méditerranée ainsi que de la feuille de 
ǊƻǳǘŜ ǇƻǳǊ ŀǘǘŜƛƴŘǊŜ ŘΩƛŎƛ нлнл ǳƴ ǊŞǎŜŀǳ ŘΩ!at ŞŎƻƭƻƎƛǉǳŜƳŜƴǘ ǊŜǇǊŞǎŜƴǘŀǘƛŦΣ ōƛŜƴ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘŞ Ŝǘ 
efficacement géré et prenant notamment en compte la protection des cétacés.  

ACCOBAMS a également appuyé ƭΩŞƭŀōƻǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŘŜ ƭŀ ǎǘǊŀǘŞƎƛŜ нлмо-2017 du réseau MedPAN. Dans ce 
cadre, les deux organisations ont co-produit un manuel de gestion des cétacés pour les AMP. 

aŜŘt!b ŀ ŜƴŦƛƴ ŘƛŦŦǳǎŞ ƭŜǎ ǇǳōƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴǎ Ŝǘ ƭŜǎ ŀŎǘǳŀƭƛǘŞǎ ŘΩ!//h.!a{ ŀŦƛƴ ŘΩŜƴ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŜǊ ƭŜ ǊŞǎŜŀǳ 
ŘŜǎ ƎŜǎǘƛƻƴƴŀƛǊŜǎ ŘΩ!at Ŝƴ aŞŘƛǘŜǊǊŀƴŞŜΦ 

5ŀƴǎ ƭŜ ŦǳǘǳǊΣ ƛƭ Ŝǎǘ ŜǎǎŜƴǘƛŜƭ ŘŜ ǇǊƻƭƻƴƎŜǊ ŎŜǘǘŜ ŎƻƭƭŀōƻǊŀǘƛƻƴ Ŝƴ ŦŀǾŜǳǊ ŘΩǳƴ ǊŞǎŜŀǳ ǊŜǇǊŞǎŜƴǘŀǘƛŦ 
ŘΩŀƛǊŜǎ ƳŀǊƛƴŜǎ ǇǊƻǘŞƎŞŜǎ Ŝƴ aŞŘƛǘŜǊǊŀƴŞŜΣ Ŝƴ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭƛŜǊ ǇŀǊ ƭŀ ŎǊŞŀǘƛƻƴ ŘΩ!at ŘΩƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴŎŜ ǇƻǳǊ 
la conservation des cétacés. MedPAN pourra notamment mobiliser le réseau des AMP sur les 
prochaines campagnes de suivis des cétacés menées par ACCOBAMS et contribuer à assurer une 
gestion effective de ces futures AMP. 
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OPENING STATEMENT OF THE INTERNATIONAL WHALING COMMISSION  

 

The IWC would like to thank the ACCOBAMS Secretariat and the Government of Morocco for the 

excellent facilities provided in this beautiful city of Tangier. 

The IWC is pleased to participate in this meeting and to continue the excellent co-operation that 

exists between ACCOBAMS and the IWC and the respective Secretariats.  

In particular, the IWC is delighted to continue to participate in the work of the ACCOBAMS Scientific 

/ƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜΣ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ L²/Ωǎ IŜŀŘ ƻŦ {ŎƛŜƴŎŜΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ Ƴŀƴȅ ŀǊŜŀǎ ƻŦ ŎƻƳƳƻƴ ǎŎƛŜƴǘƛŦƛŎ 

interest between the ACCOBAMS and IWC Scientific Committees (e.g. bycatches, effects of noise, 

chemical pollution, ship strikes, whalewatching, abundance estimation, monitoring and population 

modelling) and the work of these two bodies complement each other in many ways. The 

conservation of cetaceans can only benefit from such co-operation and the translation of scientific 

advice into practical conservation actions by intergovernmental organisations and national 

authorities.  

Although there are many areas of common interest, including conservation management plans, five 

are highlighted here. The first concerns our joint and long-standing interest in the issue of ship 

strikes and assessing the impact such collisions may have on cetacean populations within and 

outside the ACCOBAMS region. This issue is of importance to both the Scientific and Conservation 

Committees of the IWC, the benefits of co-operation with ACCOBAMS have been formally 

recognised and we have already held one important joint workshop. The IWC is extremely pleased to 

continue this important co-operation and to work together on future work. 

The second concerns work on climate change. The IWC Scientific Committee has held a number of 

workshops on this matter including one held at the University of Siena, Italy in 2009. That and a 

subsequent workshop focussing specifically on small cetaceans in December 2010 have guided our 

work on this issue and we look forward to continued co-operation with ACCOBAMS. It continues to 

work on this issue, recognising the importance of regional as well as global approaches; in this 

regard the IWC will be holding an Arctic workshop in early 2014 and information will be provided on 

the IWC website (www.iwc.int).     

The third relates to the issue of marine debris. The Scientific Committee held a workshop on this 

topic in May 2013 and its report will be discussed and actions developed at a second workshop 

convened by a joint Conservation Committee-Scientific Committee steering group in 2014 ς again 

information will be provided on the IWC website (www.iwc.int).     

The fourth relates to work on sustainable whalewatching. The IWC has developed a 5-year strategic 

plan for whalewatching (2011-2106) with a number of key elements: research and assessment; 

management; and capacity building and development. A key component of the work will be the 

development of a web-based handbook. The plan can be found at www.iwc.int/whalewatching.  

The fifth relates to the importance to conservation of baseline data on the abundance and 

distribution of cetaceans. The IWC Scientific Committee has endorsed the ACCOBAMS basinwide 

http://www.iwc.int/
http://www.iwc.int/
http://www.iwc.int/whalewatching
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survey initiative several years ago. The Committee has also supported and some members 

participated in aerial surveys within the ACCOBAMS area to provide support for a synoptic basinwide 

survey. The survey has been recommended strongly by the ACCOBAMS Scientific Committee for 

many years. The undertaking of such a survey is a major exercise from both a scientific and logistical 

standpoint.  The IWC continues to support this important initiative. 

The IWC wishes every success to the 5th Meeting of the Parties of ACCOBAMS in its work to ensure 

the conservation of cetaceans in the region. 
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OPENING STATEMENT OF ECS 

 

Madame Chair, Madame Executive Secretary, dear colleagues, dear friends,  

 

It is a great pleasure for the European Cetacean Society to be present at this 5th Meeting of Parties. We 

would like to express our gratitude to the Kingdom of Morocco and to the ACCOBAMS Secretariat for the 

wonderful organization so far, the perfect location, the excellent logistics and the great hospitality. 

The relationship between the European Cetacean Society and ACCOBAMS is long lasting and we have been 

involved in several conservation issues over the last years. The participation of a representative of the ECS 

within the Scientific Committee of ACCOBAMS has been a great tool to share ideas, expertise, discuss 

priorities and suggest conservation actions. The ECS is very concerned about the need to carry one 

appropriate mitigation measure within the ACCOBAMS area and it is willing to help, whenever possible, in 

the achievement of our common goals.  

The organization of a series of workshops, in liaison also with ASCOBANS, have produced important 

contributions in term of conservation recommendations; the reports of these workshop are presented and 

discussed during the ACCOBAMS meetings and represent important documents to for the scientific 

community at large. The European Cetacean Society is in full agreement with the thematic priorities for the 

next triennium and different topics have been the subject of workshops and symposia organized over the 

last few years. Currently, there is already some effort to decide how to organize joint workshops at the 

upcoming ECS Conference, planned for next year in Liege (Belgium). In particular, we are talking about a 

workshop on the Pelagos Sanctuary, the largest Marine Protected Area which lies right in the middle of the 

Mediterranean Sea.  

I see we have a very long and articulated agenda and I wish not to take more time to the work of the 

Meeting of the Parties, therefore I wish all of you a very fruitful meeting and I thank you once more for the 

organization. 
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OPENING STATEMENT OF THE CHAMBRE DES PECHES MARITIMES DE TANGER 

 

! ƭΩƻŎŎŀǎƛƻƴ ŘŜ ƭŀ ǘŜƴǳŜ ŘŜ ƭŀ /ƛƴǉǳƛŝƳŜ wŞǳƴƛƻƴ ŘŜ ƭΩ!//h.!a{Σ ƭŜǎ ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴƴŜƭǎ ŘŜ ƭŀ ǇşŎƘŜ ŘŜ ƭŀ 
wŞƎƛƻƴ bƻǊŘ Ł ǘǊŀǾŜǊǎ ƭŀ /taa ǊŞƛǘŝǊŜƴǘ ƭŜǳǊ ǎƻǳƘŀƛǘ Ł ŎŜ ǉǳŜ ƭΩ!//h.!a{ ƳŝƴŜ ǳƴ ǘǊŀǾŀƛƭ Ŝƴ ŎƻƳƳǳƴ 
ŀǾŜŎ ƭŀ ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴ ŀŦƛƴ ŘΩŀōƻǳǘƛǊ Ł ǳƴŜ ŀǇǇǊƻŎƘŜ ǉǳƛ ǇǳƛǎǎŜ ŎƻƴŎƛƭƛŜǊ ƭŀ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘƛƻƴ des Cétacés et la 
préservation des intérêts des pêcheurs.  

 

Les pêcheurs de la Région croient fermement en la nécessité de la conservation des Cétacés au regard des 
enjeux de protection de la biodiversité marine et pour traduire notre volonté dans les faites, la Chambre 
ŘŜǎ tşŎƘŜǎ aŀǊƛǘƛƳŜǎ ŘŜ ƭŀ aŞŘƛǘŜǊǊŀƴŞŜ Ł ǇǊƻǇƻǎŜǊ Ł ƭΩ!//h.!a{ ƭΩƛƴǘŞƎǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŀǳ ƴƛǾŜŀǳ ŘŜ ƴƻǘǊŜ ǇǊƻƧŜǘ 
ŘŜ ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴ ŘΩǳƴ /ŜƴǘǊŜ tǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴƴŜƭ aŀǊƛǘƛƳŜ ŘŜ ƭŀ aŞŘƛǘŜǊǊŀƴŞŜ ǳƴ ƻōǎŜǊǾŀǘƻƛǊŜ ǇƻǳǊ ƭŜǎ /ŞǘŀŎŞǎΦ 

 

La profession espère que les travaux de cette importante rencontre aboutiront à des recommandations et 
propositions concrètes qui aideront à atténuer les difficultés quotidiennes auxquelles sont confrontés les 
ǇşŎƘŜǳǊǎ Ŝƴ Ǌŀƛǎƻƴ ŘŜ ƭΩƛƴǘŜǊŀŎǘƛƻƴ ŜƴǘǊŜ ƭΩŀŎǘƛǾƛǘŞ ǇşŎƘŜ Ŝǘ /ŞǘŀŎŞǎΦ 
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OPENING STATEMENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF SLOVENIA 

 

 

Distinguished Chairperson, 

Distinguished Delegates and Secretaries General 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

 

Slovenia is pleased to participate at the 5th Meeting of Parties to ACCOBAMS, and is grateful for the 

hospitality extended by our hosts, the Kingdom of Morocco. 

 

We would like to use this opportunity to thank the Secretariat for its devoted and engaged work on 

conservation of cetaceans in the past triennium. Further, Slovenia would like thank to the Scientific 

/ƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜΣ ŀƴŘ ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ƛǘΩǎ /ƘŀƛǊ ŦƻǊ ƛǘǎ ǾŀƭǳŀōƭŜ ƛƴǇǳǘǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƪ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ !ƎǊŜŜƳŜƴǘΦ [ŀǎǘ ōǳǘ ƴƻǘ 

least we are grateful to the Agreement Chairperson for the lead in the period from the last MOP. 

 

We look forward to a successful meeting and progress that can be achieved through constructive 

deliberations on issues of importance to this Agreement. 
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OPENING STATEMENT BY ISRAEL  

Prepared by Dr. Simon Nemtzov 

Wildlife Ecologist, and Coordinator for International Treaties and Agreements 

The Israel Nature and Parks Authority,  

3 Am Ve'Olamo Street, Jerusalem 95463, Israel. 

 

Israel has been a Party to the Convention on Migratory Species since 1983, but Israel is not a Party to 

ACCOBAMS and I will report on this matter later in the meeting, under Agenda item 10b. 

All marine mammals are fully protected under Israeli law, and they may not be captured or harmed, 

or disturbed in any way.   

In Israel there is a very active and professional Marine Mammal Rescue Center called IMMRAC, which 

has been a Partner organization to ACCOBAMS for many years, and its President, Danny Kerem, is 

familiar to many of you here. 

A number of recent activities in Israel are important for cetacean conservation in the eastern 

Mediterranean region, and I will now address four major issues briefly: 

1. Fisheries reform:  Israel is in the process of conducting a new reform program to create a more 

environmentally-friendly fishing industry in its coastal waters, which includes a number of steps, 

some of which will have a positive influence on cetaceans, too.  Especially important will be 

limiting or stopping the bottom trawlers which cause damage to the benthic environment, and 

can also pose a risk to dolphins as by-catch.   

2. aŀǊƛƴŜ tǊƻǘŜŎǘŜŘ !ǊŜŀǎ όat!ΩǎύΦ  ! ƴŜǿ ǇƻƭƛŎȅ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ŦƻǊ at!Ωǎ ƛƴ LǎǊŀŜƭ ǇǊƻǇƻǎŜǎ ǘƻ 

ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘ ŀ ǎŜǊƛŜǎ ƻŦ ƴŜǿ at!Ωǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƛƭƭ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ŀǇǇǊƻȄƛƳŀǘŜƭȅ ƻƴŜ-ǘƘƛǊŘ ƻŦ LǎǊŀŜƭΩǎ 

aŜŘƛǘŜǊǊŀƴŜŀƴ ŎƻŀǎǘƭƛƴŜ ŀƴŘ ŀōƻǳǘ нл҈ ƻŦ LǎǊŀŜƭΩǎ ǘŜǊǊƛǘƻǊial waters (Yahel & Engart, 2012).   

3. Desalination factories.  Israel is undergoing a tremendous program to build five massive 

desalination factories to supply freshwater.  Three factories have already begun partial 

operation and the other 2 are still under construction.  When completed within the next 1-2 

ȅŜŀǊǎΣ ǘƘŜȅ ǿƛƭƭ ǇǊƻŘǳŎŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ул҈ ƻŦ LǎǊŀŜƭΩǎ ŦǊŜǎƘǿŀǘŜǊ ƴŜŜŘǎΦ  ¢ƘŜ ŜŦŦŜŎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ ƘǳƎŜ 

factories on cetaceans is mainly from the warm water output (or effluent), with its higher salt 

content, near these factories.  This effluent which will be about 1.6 billion cubic meters per year, 

could create local rich concentrations of marine life, and there is fear that it could attract 

cetaceans, too.  This is being closely monitored.   

4. Lessepsian migration.  Since the opening of the Suez Canal in 1869, there has been occasional 

migration and establishment of Red Sea species into the eastern Mediterranean; a phenomenon 
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called Lessepsian migration.   The rate of Red Sea species coming into the Mediterranean has 

increased dramatically over the past few years, to the point that the eastern Mediterranean 

now has local populations of hundreds of exotic species of tropical fish and invertebrates.  This 

recent increase is thought to be a consequence of climate change and the rise in the 

temperature of the Mediterranean Sea, making it more compatible for tropical species.  Plans to 

enlarge and deepen the Suez Canal are likely to exacerbate this problem.  It is also possible that 

Red Sea marine mammals could become established in the Mediterranean Sea (Kerem et al., 

2012). 

 

Israel is a member of only one CMS Agreement, namely, the African-Eurasian Waterbirds Agreement 

(AEWA) however, at this time, the Environment Ministry is considering joining four additional CMS 

agreements, namely: ACCOBAMS, Eurobats, MOU-Raptors and MOU-Sharks.  I am hopeful that some 

if not all of these agreements will be signed in the near future. 

 

Although Israel is not yet a Party to ACCOBAMS, and although Israel does not have large populations 

of marine mammals in its small coastal area, we take seriously our role as protectors of the cetaceans 

in the eastern Mediterranean, and we continue to collaborate with ACCOBAMS and with all Parties 

that are interested in working together to achieve our shared goals.   

 

References cited: 

Kerem, D., N. Hadar, O. Goffman, A. Scheinin, R. Kent, O. Boisseau & U. Schattner (2012).  

Update on the Cetacean Fauna of the Mediterranean Levantine Basin.  The Open Marine 

Biology Journal, 2012, 6, 6-27. 

 

Yahel, R. & N. Engart (2012).  Nature Conservation Policy for the Mediterranean Sea: Marine 

Protected Areas as a Tool for Protecting the Environment and the Biodiversity of the 

Mediterranean Sea.  Israel Nature and Parks Authority (36 p.) [in Hebrew]. 
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ANNEX V: Report of the Black Sea Sub-

Regional Coordination Unit  
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REPORT OF THE BLACK SEA SUB-REGIONAL COORDINATION UNIT  
(Report prepared by the Commission on the Protection of the Black Sea Against Pollution 2011-

2013) 
 

I. LINK WITH THE ACCOBAMS WORKING PROGRAMME 2011-2013  

 
The MOP4 mandated the ACCOBAMS Secretariat to develop activities during the 2011-2013 
triennium, in collaboration with Sub Regional Coordination Units.  
 

II.1 - Main activities on Research and Conservation 
 

RMTM1 - The ACCOBAMS Survey Initiative 

For the DG MARE Project MARE/2011/16Lot2 Black Sea Cetaceans Surveys (aerial and vessel-
based), the BSC PS contributed directly: 

- In inception meeting of the project organized in June 2012 in Istanbul, Turkey; 
- Provided letter of support to the project coordination in order to facilitate the application 

process to obtain necessary permissions to carry out the aerial and vessel surveys in the Black 
Sea; 

- Involved the members of the BSC Advisory Groups on Biodiversity Conservation (AG CBD) and 
Environmentl Aspects of Fisheries and Other Marine Living Resources (AG FOMLR) in providing 
ǘƘŜ ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘŜŘ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŜȄƛǎǘƛƴƎ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƭŜƎŀƭ ŦǊŀƳŜǿƻǊƪ ǊŜƭŜǾŀƴǘ ŦƻǊ ŎŜǘŀŎŜŀƴǎΩ 
conservation and the impact of fisheries on them, by filling in the provided questionnaire. 
Bulgarian representative of the NGO Green Balkans participated as observer in the aerial survey 
for cetaceans covering the NW Black Sea, EEZ of Bulgaria, Romania and Ukraine W from Crimea. 
Lƴ ǘƘŜ ǾŜǎǎŜƭ ǎǳǊǾŜȅ ŀƛƳƛƴƎ ŀǘ ŀǎǎŜǎǎƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ŎŜǘŀŎŜŀƴǎΩ ŀōǳƴŘŀƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ Řƛǎǘribution and 
identification of hot spots and critical habitats, Bulgaria was represented by the Institute of 
Fisheries Varna. 
Romanian experts from NIMRD Constanta and BREMA Laboratory, Ukraine are also involved in 
the above-mentioned project. 

 

RMTM2 - Population structure 

Information on population structure will be available after the data collected during the vessel 
survey will be processed. 
In Turkey, genetic analysis over 100 harbour porpoise samples from western and eastern Black 
Sea, from the Sea of Marmara and Istanbul Strait is still ongoing. 

 

RMTM3 - RMTM9 - Species Conservation Plans 

The Conservation Plan for Black Sea Cetaceans, prepared by the experts from the Black Sea 
region in consultation with other experts was adopted by the ACCOBAMS Scientific Committee in 
November 2006. Although the document provides the framework for the actions on 
conservation of cetaceans in the Black Sea, the Plan was not formally adopted by the Black Sea 
Commission.  
Nevertheless, the countries implement actions provided in the Conservation Plan for Cetaceans. 
Bulgaria implemented two projects corresponding to: 

- Action 14: Cetacean photo-identification program 
- Action 15: Regional cetacean stranding network 
- Action 16: Strategies for capacity building and raising awareness 

Romania and Turkey also implemented projects related to these actions and they will be 
presented in the respective section. 
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RMTM10 - Bycatch and interaction with fisheries  

Black Sea countries report to the BSC the number of by-caught dolphins every year, although 
ǘƘŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎƴΩǘ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘŜŘ ƻƴ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǊ ōŀǎƛǎΦ 
In Bulgaria studies on by-catch and interaction with fisheries were carried out under the project 
ά5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƴŜǘǿƻǊƪ ŦƻǊ ƳƻƴƛǘƻǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ .ƭŀŎƪ {Ŝŀ ŎŜǘŀŎŜŀƴǎ όǎǘǊŀƴŘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ōȅ-
caught) in Bulgaria and identifying relevant measures for mitigation the adverse impact of 
fisheries, 2010-2011, financed by ACCOBAMS Permanent Secretariat, for cetacean bycatch 
assessment in the Bulgarian central Black Sea area during the period 2010-2011.  The bycatch 
index of P. phocoena was estimated at 22 per 100 km net set and that of T. truncatus ς 2 per 
100 km net set or overall 24 cetaceans per 100 km net set; high of P. phocoena was in June; 9.4 
porpoises and 1.0 bottlenose dolphin were taken per 1000 turbots. 
In Romania fishing activities are implemented according to the Law of Fisheries and annual 
prohibition Orders. By Law of Fisheries, the fishermen are obliged to report the cetaceans by-
caught in their gears and take the necessary measures to release the individuals accidentally 
caught. Based on this obligation, NGO Mare Nostrum collaborated with several operators in 
order to find and test methods to reduce by-catches. The observations showed that more than 
30% of the stranded dolphins presented marks of entanglement in fishing gears. 

 

RMTM11 - Anthropogenic Noise 

In Romania the institutions providing their expertise to the private or state companies interested 
in offshore exploration of oil and gas resources, using seismic survey take into consideration the 
provision on anthropogenic noise in the studies for Environmental Impact Assessment and make 
recommendations for mitigation of negative impact on cetacean populations. 
On the other hand, pingers AQUAmark 200 were tested as a possible method to reduce by-catch 
of cetaceans in fishing gears.    

 

RMTM12 - Ship strikes 

¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ƴƻ ǎȅǎǘŜƳ ƛƴ ǇƭŀŎŜ ǘƻ ƳƻƴƛǘƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǎƘƛǇ ǎǘǊƛƪŜǎ ƻƴ ŎŜǘŀŎŜŀƴǎΦ  

 

RMTM13 - Whale watching 

CƻǊ ŎŜǘŀŎŜŀƴΩǎ ǇƘƻǘƻ-identification 71 sightings were organized by NGO Mare Nostrum in 
Romanian waters; only 40 were successful and out of these in only 10 cases more than one 
individual was observed (mostly harbor purpoise ς Phocoena phocoena relicta ς and bottlenose 
dolphin ς Tursiops truncates ponticus  

 

RMTM14 - Responses to emergency situations  

In Bulgaria, the Institute of Fishery Resources (IFR) responds to cetacean die-offs and live 
strandings along the Bulgarian Black Sea coastline through the cetacean stranding network (CSN).  
IFR records and coordinates research activities on cetacean strandings. The Federation of Nature 
/ƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴ bDhΩǎ DǊŜŜƴ .ŀƭƪŀƴǎ όbDhύ ŀƭǎƻ ǊŜǇƻǊǘǎ ǎǘǊŀƴŘƛƴƎǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƻǳǘƘŜǊƴ ŀǊŜŀ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
coast after IFR has involved NGO in its last project related to such issues and mentioned in 
RMTM10. The two organizations rely on the assistance of a network of volunteers from the 
general public. The telephone numbers of IFR and NGO, green telephone of the Regional 
Inspectorates of Environment and Water (RIEW) in Varna and Burgas and 112- uniform 
emergency telephone number receive the calls from the public and transfer the information to 
the CSN. Since 2012 funding for such activities in IFR is missing and the emergency situations 
response is not always effective and/or available. Therefore the basic problem for most CSNs in 
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the Black Sea region related to maintenance of such activities on a regular basis and long-term 
scale remain unsolved after completion of respective research projects. 
In Romania, the NGO Mare Nostrum developed in 2012 a network of cetacean monitoring 
(strandings, by-catches and sightings); in the same time a special team is ready for emergency 
situations, which in 2012-2013 responded to more than 300 stranded cetaceans, among them 
two being alive.  
The members of the network are persons aware on the necessity to protect these animals; 
among them are students, teachers, fishermen, lifeguards, employees of National Agency 
wƻƳŀƴƛŀƴ ²ŀǘŜǊǎΣ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ LƴǎǘƛǘǳǘŜ ƻŦ aŀǊƛƴŜ wŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ŀƴŘ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ άDǊƛƎƻǊŜ !ƴǘƛǇŀέΣ 
Coast Guard, Sanitary Veterinary Directorate etc. 

 

RMTM15 - Marine Protected Areas 

In the Black Sea region, in spite of many attempts to create a coherent network of Marine 
Protected Areas, the best covered part is western and northwestern part : Bulgaria, Romania and 
¦ƪǊŀƛƴŜΦ Lƴ ¦ƪǊŀƛƴŜ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ŀǊŜŀǎ ŦƻǊ ŎŜǘŀŎŜŀƴΩǎ ŎƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ /ǊƛƳŜŀΦ 
Lƴ .ǳƭƎŀǊƛŀ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ƴƻ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘŜŘ ŀǊŜŀǎ ǎǘǊƛŎǘƭȅ ŘŜŘƛŎŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ ŎŜǘŀŎŜŀƴǎΩ ŎƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴΦ Lƴ ōƻǘƘ 
Bulgaria and Romania there are NATURA 2000 sites designated along the coast. Although the 
ŜƴǘƛǊŜ .ƭŀŎƪ {Ŝŀ ǿŀǎ ǇǊƻǇƻǎŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŀǘŜŘ ŀǎ ŎŜǘŀŎŜŀƴǎΩ ǎŀƴŎǘǳŀǊȅΣ ƴƻ ŎƻƴŎǊŜǘŜ ŀŎǘƛƻƴǎ 
were taken so far. 
In Romania the national network of marine protected area consist of only two sites: 2 Mai-Vama 
Veche Marine Reserve (5000 ha) and the marine part of Danube Delta Biosphere Reserve (buffer 
zone ς about 103.000 ha). 
In 2007, through Order no.1964/13 in December 2007, on instituting the natural protected area 
regime of European interest sites as part of the European ecological Network Natura 2000 in 
Romania, six marine sites were moved to a special conservation regime. All these sites are now 
listed as areas of Special Conservation Interest (SCI). 
In 2011, through the Order of the Ministry of Environment and Forests no. 2387/2011, Romania 
approved the designation of two new sites, under the Habitats Directive. 
The Marine Zone from Cape Tuzla: ROSCI0273 as area for special conservation interest 
(European, regional, national) was designated for the conservation of some marine species, 
among them being Turpsiops truncatus (IUCN, regional ς BS TDA 2007) and Phocoena phocoena 
(IUCN, regional ς BS TDA 2007) 

 

RMTM16 - Chemical Pollution 

Chemical pollution is monitored by all countries in their territorial waters and reported to Black 
Sea Commission by its PMA Advisory Group every year. Also, the LBS Advisory Group reports on 
the pollution stemming from the rivers and on the main hot spots, both municipal and industrial. 
Every five year, a more comprehensive report that assess not only the chemical pollution of the 
Black Sea, but overall state of its environment is prepared. At present the third assessment of the 
state of environment of the Black Sea is under preparation 

 

RMTM17 - Climate Change 

The climate change is recognized in the Black Sea Strategic Action Plan 2009 as a cross-cutting 
issue that should be addressed in order to successfully achieve its 65 management targets. 
!ƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ ƛǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŜŘ ŀ ǇǊƛƻǊƛǘȅ ōȅ ǘƘŜ .{{!t нллфΣ ŎƭƛƳŀǘŜ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ƛǎ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŜd by the 
BSC institutional network among their research targets and was included in the Black Sea 
research agenda (BS-ERANET). 
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II.2 - Communication, awareness and capacity building 
 

National Action Plans on cetaceans conservation 

Bulgaria ς currently has no National Action Plan for the Conservation of Cetaceans. Nevertheless, 
there is an interest on conservation of cetaceans; proposals for two methodologies for 
monitoring of cetaceans along Bulgarian coast as part of Biodiversity Monitoring System 
coordinated by Environmental Executive Agency. Methodologies concern the collection of data 
on cetacean stranding and photo-identification. 
Romania has a National Action Plan for the Conservation of Dolphins in the Romanian Black Sea 
waters (approved through the Gov. Order no. 374/2004). Currently there are several projects 
implementing the provisions of the Plan focusing mainly on: 

- aƻƴƛǘƻǊƛƴƎ ƻŦ ŘƻƭǇƘƛƴǎΩ ǎǘǊŀƴŘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ōȅ-caught in fishing gears; 
- Experimenting of technical solutions to mitigate the mortalities caused by fishing 

activities; 
- Assessment of the current status of dolphin populations threatened by the industrial 

fishing; 
- Using a new type of fishing gear following the environmental impact assessment studies; 
- Using turbot fishing nets with nesh size bigger than 200 mm, etc. 

No information from the other countries was provided to the BSC PS. 
 

Training 

Bulgaria 
National expert meeting was organized in Pomorie on 29.05.2012 with representatives of 
Ministry of Environment and Water, Regional Environmental Inspectorates in Burgas and Varna, 
Basin Directorate ς Varna, Institute of Fish Resources, etc.  
National training on photo-identification of cetaceans was organized in Pomorie on 28-29 June 
2012 for Green Balkans team.  
International photo-ID training was organised jointly with Mare Nostrum NGO in Constanta, 
Romania in the period 22-25 July, 2012. Experts from Green Balkans NGO, Institute of Fish 
Resources and Institute of Oceanology ς BAS participated from Bulgaria. Two experts of Green 
Balkans participated in Cetacean necropsy training organised by National Focal Point and 
ACCOBAMS and hosted by IFR-Varna in the period 14-18.07.2012. Trainer was Mr. Alvaro Garcia 
de los Rios from Spain. 
Training workshop for municipal ecologists was organised at Pomorie on 31 August 2013. 
Representatives of 8 coastal municipalities (Shabla, Kavarna, Avren, Nessebar, Pomorie, Bourgas, 
Primorsko and Tsarevo), Regional Environmental Inspectorates in Burgas and Varna, Fisheries 
and Aquaculture Executive Agency attended the event. Topics presented and discussed included: 
ACCOBAMS, Conservation Plan for Black Sea cetaceans, Biology and identification of cetaceans, 
international data bases MEDACES and OBIS SEAMAP and how to fill MEDACES field form. Special 
attention was given to the coordination between institutions for solving the problems of 
strandings that create a lot of negative publicity. 
Romania 
Lƴ нлмн ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ άtƘƻǘƻ-identification of dolphins from the Romanian Black Sea coastal 
ǿŀǘŜǊǎέ ǘƘǊŜŜ ǘǊŀƛƴƎ ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŜŘ ōȅ bDh aŀǊŜ bƻǎǘǊǳƳΥ 

- For captains of vessels on 28th June ς ƘƻǎǘŜŘ ōȅ bLaw5 ΨDǊƛƎƻǊŜ !ƴǘƛǇŀέ /ƻƴǎǘŀƴǘŀ 
- For photographers on 28-29th June ς hosted by Museum of Natural Sciences, Constanta; 
- For scientists (22nd ς 25th July ς ƘƻǎǘŜŘ ōȅ bLaw5 ΨDǊƛƎƻǊŜ !ƴǘƛǇŀέ /ƻƴǎǘŀƴǘŀ 

No additional information from the other countries. 
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Database 

Bulgaria 
During the period 2011-2013 the Green Balkans team continued collecting the data on stranded 
cetaceans along Southern Black Sea coast. Fruitful collaboration is kept with experts from 
Regional Inspectorate of Environment and Water ς Bourgas. In 2011 were registered 21 
strandings in the Southern region: D. delphis ς 1; Ph. Phocoena ς 5; T. truncatus ς 6; unidentified 
ς 9. In 2012 were registered 78 cases: Delphinidae ς 4; D. delphis ς 5; Ph. Phocoena ς 44; T. 
truncatus ς 20; unidentified ς 9. In 2013 about 40 strandings were recorded but data is not 
processed completely. Highest number of strandings was recorded in months May-July. Highest 
numbers of cases were registered along beaches of Bourgas and Pomorie municipalities. 
Romania 
Marine Mammals Database (MMDB) for the Romanian Black Sea with MEDACES interface for 
data transmission. Collection and transimission of data are ongoing. Romania collects data on by-
caught dolphins in the frame of the National Program for Fisheries Data Collection. 
A special database was organized by NGO Mare Nostrum after the implementation of the project 
on photo-identification, strandings and by-catches: 
The output of the project activities after:  

- 124 land survey and more than 200 interventions for stranded dolphins, identifing 89 
stranded cetaceans in 2011, 177 in 2012 and 55 individuals in 2013 until 19 of August. A 
total of 321 dead cetaceans; 

- 71 sea survey for photo-ID, with a total of 74 days on sea from which resulted a Photo-ID 
Catalog with 25 individuals of Tursiops truncatus ponticus;  

- ; 1534 new volunteer observers enrolled in monitoring network; 
- establish a working protocol for cetacean monitoring between Mare Nostrum and 

Administrations and private comapnies from costal area etc. 
Resulted in three database, part of them allready shared true OBIS Seamap database 
site: 

- DB with strandings and sightings (bycatches where not recorded) ; 
- DB with photo-ID cetaceans (25 individuals of Tursiops truncatus ponticus) 

 
 

Public awareness and communication material 

Bulgaria 
Activities implemented by Institute of NGO ς Green Balkans:  
Black Sea Action Day celebrations in Pomorie and Burgas with presentations on Black Sea 
cetaceans have been organized in 2011 and 2012. The events have been attended by school 
classes from Pomorie and Bourgas. Good cooperation in these events was achieved with Natural 
History Museum in Bourgas. 
9ȄƘƛōƛǘƛƻƴ ά.ƭŀŎƪ {Ŝŀ ŎŜǘŀŎŜŀƴǎέ ŎƻƴǎƛǎǘƛƴƎ ƻŦ р ōƻŀǊŘǎ ƛǎ ǇǊƻŘǳŎŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǇŜǊƳŀƴŜƴǘ 
exhibition at Pomorie Lake visitor centre. The exhibition was displayed for 2 months in the 
Natural History Museum in Bourgas. Presentation on cetaceans and research methods was made 
as official event for opening of the exhibition covered by local media at Bourgas. Within the 
ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ άPilot Cetaceans Photo-L5 ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ŀƭƻƴƎ {ƻǳǘƘŜǊƴ .ǳƭƎŀǊƛŀƴ .ƭŀŎƪ {Ŝŀ Ŏƻŀǎǘέ ōǊƻŎƘǳǊŜ 
with CD have been produced. Brochure presents project activities and basic information on 
photo-ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŎŜǘŀŎŜŀƴǎ ŀƭƻƴƎ .ǳƭƎŀǊƛŀƴ .ƭŀŎƪ {Ŝŀ ŎƻŀǎǘΦ /5 ǿƛǘƘ ŎǊŜŀǘŜŘ ά.¦[tILb{ 
/!¢![hD¦9 нлмнέ ƛǎ ŀǘǘŀŎƘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ōǊƻŎƘǳǊŜΦ !ŘŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ǳǇƭƻŀŘŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ /5 
includes: text of ACCOBAMS and Black Sea Cetaceans Conservation Plan; Instructions on 
Cetacean Stranding surveys and photo-identification of Cetaceans along Bulgarian coast plus field 
forms to be used. 
In 2013 the topic on cetacean research attracted media attention and many interviews were 
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published by newspapers and radios including national media: Trud, Dnevnik and Bulgarian 
National Radio.   
Special section dedicated to cetaceans in the Black Sea was developed on the Green Balkans 
website: 
http://greenbalkans.org/show.php?language=en_EN&cat_id=132&id=1933& 
 
Activities implemented by Institute of Fish Resources (IFR ) ς Varna:  
Materials produced under project: "Development of national network for monitoring the Black 
Sea cetaceans (stranded and by-caught) in Bulgaria and identifying relevant measures for 
mitigation the adverse impact of fisheries", 2010-2011, financed by ACCOBAMS Permanent 
Secretariat: 
Á Guide on Bulgarian network for cetaceans monitoring in Bulgaria, 2011, 11 pp. 
Á Methodology used in Bulgaria to monitor cetacean strandings: ppt, 2011, 40 pp. 
Á Practical recommendations for sampling cetaceans from strandings and bycatches, 14 

pp.  
Á Posters: Bulgarian network for cetaceans monitoring and conservation in English and 

Bulgarian 
Interviews for National TV, participation in TV movie, Radio, newspapers, information for Black 
Sea associations and organisations. 
Romania 
A total of 33 sessions of public awareness campaigns, made face to face in the region of 
Constanta and Tulcea (just seaside cities), distributing leaflets, and 36 informative stands on the 
beaches. Distributing over 20.000 materials (leaflets, T-shirts, caps, cups, pens, calendars, 
bandanas, badges, stickers, documentary movie etc.). 

- Awareness campaigns for fishermen, a total of 61 fishermen informed. 
- 78 presentations in schools, for students, with over 2500 students and teachers. 
- Dedicated website www.delfini.ro and a facebook page 

https://www.facebook.com/delfinimn, with over 10000 visitors.  
- media appearences in both the print and audio visual media (more than 300 articles in 

local and national media). 
- /ŜƭŜōǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ά5ƻƭǇƘƛƴΩǎ ǿŜŜƪέ 
- National consultation workshop with the local stakeholders 

Turkey 
With the partnership of the Whale Workshop, inflatable models of marine mammals in actual 
size and color will be exhibited in two shopping centers in Istanbul and Eskisehir in September 
and October 2013. 

 
 
 

II.3 - Meetings 
Romania 

- 6 meetings organised by us for presenting the results of the Program and the future of it to 
interested parties and collaborators. 

- 2 meetings with fishermen 
- 1 meeting on fisheries from Romania and Bulgaria in Brusseles, 2013  

BSC PS  
BSC PS organized two meetings (Sep. 2011 and 2012) with its FOMLR Advisory Group and experts on 
cetaceans from the Black Sea countries. Representative of ACCOBAMS Secretariat attended the 
ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ ƛƴ нлмнΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ƻƴ ŎŜǘŀŎŜŀƴΩǎ ŎƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ .ƭŀŎƪ {Ŝŀ ŎƻǳƴǘǊƛŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ 
discussed and priorities were established. 

http://greenbalkans.org/show.php?language=en_EN&cat_id=132&id=1933&
http://www.delfini.ro/
https://www.facebook.com/delfinimn
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Also, the ACCOBAMS Secretariat attended the regular meetings of BSC in 2011 and 2012. In 2012 a 
re-newed MoU between BSC and ACCOBAMS was signed in Istanbul by representatives of both 
organizations.   
 

II.4 - Projects 
Bulgaria 
Green Balkans:  
Project: Pilot Cetaceans Photo-ID activities along Southern Bulgarian Black Sea coast 

Beneficiary: Green Balkans NGO, Bulgaria 
Budget:  15 000 euro 
Duration: 10 months (May 2012 ς February 2013) 

 
GOAL AND OBJECTIVES 
¢ƘŜ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘΩǎ ƻǾŜǊŀƭƭ Ǝƻŀƭ was to introduce the method in Bulgaria and start pilot photo-identification 
activities along Southern part of the Bulgarian Black Sea coast.  
Objectives of the project encompass:  

- Raising capacities of experts from scientific institutions and NGO involved in cetacean 
research and conservation in Bulgaria. 

- Starting pilot photo-identification surveys and ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘƛƴƎ ά.ǳƭCƛƴǎέ ŎŀǘŀƭƻƎǳŜ ŦƻǊ {ƻǳǘƘŜǊƴ 
Bulgarian Black Sea.  

- Developing a program for photo-ID of Cetaceans along Bulgarian Black Sea coast and 
proposal for its inclusion in the National Program for Monitoring of Biodiversity. 

- Raising public awareness on cetaceansΩ conservation and provisions of ACCOBAMS by 
creating an exhibition in Pomorie Lake Visitor Centre. 

 
ACTIVITIES AND OUTCOMES 

- National expert meeting and trainings on photo-identification of cetaceans have been held 
with participants from authorities (Ministry of Environment and Water, RIOEW-Bourgas and 
Varna), scientific institutions (Institute of Fish Resources ς Varna and Institute of Oceanology, 
BAS ς Varna) and Green Balkans NGO. 

- In total 19 surveys have been made in the period June ς October 2012 along Southern Black 
Sea coast of Bulgaria in the two target areas: Cape Emine and Cape Maslen nos. Totally 
1008,3 km have been cruised and 102 hours and 40 minutes were spent in the sea during 
these surveys. In total 46 sightings have been recorded (4 of dead and 42 of alive cetaceans) 
and in 10 of these cases photo-sessions have been made with moderate success. Most 
numerous have been sightings of Harbour porpoise (Phocoena phocoena relicta) ς 20 cases 
(including one dead). Bottlenose dolphin (Tursiops truncatus ponticus) was observed in 19 
cases and Common dolphin (Delphinus delphis ponticus) has been observed only once. In six 
ŎŀǎŜǎ ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎ ƻŦ ƻōǎŜǊǾŜŘ ŎŜǘŀŎŜŀƴ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦƛŜŘ όо ǿŜǊŜ ŘŜŀŘ ōƻŘƛŜǎ ŦƭƻŀǘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
water). 

- More than 200 images of Cetaceans were collected during 19 surveys of the project but only 
87 images of these were selected for inclusion in the catalogue of identifiable cetaceans. All 
three Black Sea species were represented in the catalogue: Harbour Porpoise (Phocoena 
phocoena relicta) ς 5 images of two individual, Common Dolphin (Delphinus delphis ponticus) 
ς 6 images of three individuals and Bottlenose Dolphin (Tursiops truncatus ponticus) ς 76 
images of twenty four individuals.  

- 9ȄƘƛōƛǘƛƻƴ ά.ƭŀŎƪ {Ŝŀ /ŜǘŀŎŜŀƴǎέ Ŏƻƴǎƛsting of 5 panels was created presenting following 
topics: Cetacean species found in the Black Sea; Biology and Ecology; Methods for research 
of Cetaceans; Threats to Black Sea Cetaceans and information on ACCOBAMS. 

- Brochure describing project activities and basic information on photo-identification of 
/ŜǘŀŎŜŀƴǎ ŀƭƻƴƎ .ǳƭƎŀǊƛŀƴ .ƭŀŎƪ {Ŝŀ Ŏƻŀǎǘ ǿŀǎ ǇǊƻŘǳŎŜŘ ŀƴŘ /5 ǿƛǘƘ ŎǊŜŀǘŜŘ ά.¦[tILb{ 
/!¢![hD¦9 нлмнέ ƛǎ ŀǘǘŀŎƘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ōǊƻŎƘǳǊŜΦ 
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Project: Building capacities of Bulgarian Black Sea municipalities on Cetaceans strandings 

 
Beneficiary: Green Balkans NGO, Bulgaria 
Partner: Ministry of Environment and Water, Bulgaria 
Budget:  12 700 euro 
Duration: 8 months (July 2013 ς February 2014) 
 
PROJECT SUMMARY 
 
¢Ƙƛǎ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘΩǎ Ƴŀƛƴ Ǝƻŀƭ ƛǎ ǘƻ build capacities of the Bulgarian Black Sea municipalities for 
reaction in case of Cetacean strandings on their shores. It is an effort to solve a problem arising 
in recent years along Bulgarian coast related to increased number of stranded cetaceans and the 
public reaction to that problem. The project aim to solve that issue thus contributing to 
implementation of ACCOBAMS Work programme 2011-2013, action CB 2 - Monitoring of 
cetacean stranding. This action is with high priority. Additionally it will support impementation of 
Actions 15 (Regional CSNs) and 16 (Strategies for Capacity building and raising awareness) of 
CPBSC and will facilitate collection of data with better quality on strandings.  
To achieve that a series of trainings are planned ς one joint theoretical and number of special 
trainings on-site in cases of strandings. Theoretical training will include lectures on following 
topics: national and international legal framework for protection of Black Sea cetaceans; biology 
and anatomy of cetaceans; how to take biometric measurments of found dead stranded 
cetaceans and filling of MEDACES blank; discussion on how to improve interaction between 
different authorities and needed initiatives and permits. On-site training will put emphasis on 
species identification, data to be recorded in MEDACES, safety precautions. Special toolkits will 
be prepared and handed to each municipality in the form of emergency tool box containing the 
most important tools for collection of field data: field forms; gloves; masks; containers for 
storage of teeth and parasites; cutter; pliers for extraction of teeth; measuring tape; scales; etc. 
Protocol for action by municipalities in cases of stranded cetacean will be developed. Its main 
aim will be to create working mechanism to solve the problem with decaying carcasses on 
beaches during busy summer season and on the other hand to improve quality of collected data 
on strandings. All collected data will be submitted to international data bases MEDACES and 
OBIS SEAMAP.  

 
 
Institute of Fish Resources (IFR ) ς Varna: 
 

Á Development of national network for monitoring the Black Sea cetaceans (stranded 
and by-caught) in Bulgaria and identifying relevant measures for mitigation the 
adverse impact of fisheries, 2010-2011, financed by ACCOBAMS Permanent 
Secretariat, MoU ACCOBAMS, N° 01/2010: 70 pp. 

Á Adverse Fisheries Impacts on Cetacean Populations in the Black Sea, 2012-2014, 
Implementing and management organization: MacAlister Elliott and Partners Ltd., 
Supporting and funding organization: Directorate-General for Maritime Affairs and 
Fisheries of the European Commission, European contract ref MARE/2011/16 Lot 2. 

 
Romania 
The following projects were implemented in Romania in 2011-2013: 

1. άImproving the conservation status of marine biodiversity in the Romanian coastal zone, 
especially dolphinsάŦǳƴŘŜŘ ǘǊǳŜ {ǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŀƭ ŦǳƴŘǎ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ нллф ŀƴŘ aŀȅ нлмн 
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2. άaƻƴƛǘƻǊƛƴƎ ƻŦ .ƭŀŎƪ {Ŝŀ ŎŜǘŀŎŜŀƴǎέ Ŏƻ-financed by OMV Petrom, February 2012 ς November 
2012  

3. άtƘƻǘƻ-identification of dolphins from Romanian Black SŜŀ Ŏƻǎǘŀƭ ǿŀǘŜǊǎέ WǳƴŜ нлмн ς May 
2013 

4. άaƻƴƛǘƻǊƛƴƎ ƻŦ .ƭŀŎƪ {Ŝŀ ŎŜǘŀŎŜŀƴǎέ Ŏƻ-financed by DB Schenker, December 2012 ς November 
2013 

5. άaƻƴƛǘƻǊƛƴƎ ƻŦ .ƭŀŎƪ {Ŝŀ ŎŜǘŀŎŜŀƴǎΣ ǇŀǊǘ LLέ Ŏƻ-financed by OMV Petrom, March 2013 ς 
December 2013 

6. ά9Ŏƻ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘέ Ŏƻ-financed by DP world, July 2013 ς November 2013 
 
 
Turkey 

1. Stranding cetacean surveys in the western Turkish Black Sea coast is continued on a monthly 
basis. (Receiving financial support from TUDAV) 

2. Passive acoustic monitoring study in the Istanbul Strait is continued. (Receiving financial 
support from TUDAV and Japan Science and Technology Agency) 

3. Behavior study of cetaceans in the Istanbul Strait is continued. (Receiving financial support 
from Istanbul University Scientific Research Projects Unit) 

4. Stranding cetacean surveys around the Marmara Sea coast is continued on a seasonal basis. 
(Receiving financial support from Istanbul University Scientific Research Projects Unit) 

5. Seasonal survey in the Istanbul Strait with towing hydrophones (Receiving financial support 
from TUDAV and Japan Science and Technology Agency) 

 
In addition, at regional level the project coordinated and implemented by  MacAlister Elliott & 
tŀǊǘƴŜǊǎ [ǘŘ ŀƴŘ ŦǳƴŘŜŘ ōȅ 5D aŀǊƛǘƛƳŜ !ŦŦŀƛǊǎ ŀƴŘ CƛǎƘŜǊƛŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 9/ ά{ǘǳŘƛŜǎ ŦƻǊ ƛƳǇƭŜƳŜƴting a 
/ƻƳƳƻƴ CƛǎƘŜǊƛŜǎ tƻƭƛŎƛŜǎΥ bŜƎŀǘƛǾŜ ƛƳǇŀŎǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ /ŜǘŀŎŜŀƴǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ .ƭŀŎƪ {ŜŀέΦ 
 
 

III - COLLABORATION WITH OTHER ORGANISATIONS 

At the regional level, BSC collaborates with ACCOBAMS (MoU signed in 2012) and GFCM (MoU signed 
in 2011) on the conservation of the Black Sea resources and BS environment in general. Also there is 
a close cooperation between countries, and the best forums are CBD and FOMLR Advisory Groups, 
NGOs that implement common projects (Green Balkans, BG, Mare Nostrum RO) Black Sea Ad-Hoc 
Working Group on Fisheries, governmental organizations such as ministries of environment from all 
Black Sea countries and associated Environmental Protection Agencies, etc. 
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REPORT OF THE MEDITERRANEAN SUB-REGIONAL COORDINATION UNIT 
 

Implementation of Actions by UNEP- MAP RAC/SPA for the Conservation of Cetaceans in the 
Mediterranean 

 (MARCH 2011- AUGUST 2013) 
 

 

I. LINK WITH THE ACCOBAMS WORKING PROGRAMME 2011-2013  

 
The MOP4 mandated the ACCOBAMS Secretariat to develop activities during the 2011-2013 
triennium, in collaboration with Sub Regional Coordination Units.  
 
 

II.1 - Main activities on Research and Conservation 
 

RMTM1 - The ACCOBAMS Survey Initiative 

 
An agreement was signed with ACCOBAMS, IUCN, French Agency for Marine Protected Areas and 
RAC/SPA to appoint a project manager to help in developing the survey project and fund raising. 
 
 
 

RMTM2 - Population structure 

 
RAC/SPA supported the CIMA Foundation (Italy) and the University of Sassari (Italy) to carry out the 
ǎǘǳŘȅ ά¢ƘŜ ǇŜƭŀƎƛŎ ŎŜǘŀŎŜŀƴǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƴƻǊǘƘ ƻǊƛŜƴǘŀƭ {ŀǊŘŀƛƎƴŜ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ нлмм-2012.   
 
The main objectives of the project are : 

a) Assess the richness and the abundance of cetaceans in the pelagic habitats in the National 
Parc La Maddalena Archipel and the International Marin Parc of Bouches de Bonifacio.  

b) Quantify the seasonal passage of cetaceans in the International Marin Parc of Bouches de 
Bonifacio,  

c) Assess if the water of the continental platform of International Marin Parc of Bouches de 
Bonifacio, during winter brief period, are feeding areas for fin whales, as already observed in 
the MPA of Tavolara-Punta Coda Cavallo. 

 
 
 

RMTM10 - Bycatch and interaction with fisheries  

 
RAC/SPA took part to the Coordinating meeting for developing Project on cetaceans, bird and other 
threatened species bycatch and depredation reduction in the ACCOBAMS area. 
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RMTM15 - Marine Protected Areas 

 
New SPAMI proposal on Lara-Toxeftra Turtle Reserve, Cyprus was presented during the 11th SPA 
Focal Points Meeting (RABAT, Morocco 2-5 July 2013). 
 
RAC/SPA co-organised with the MedPAN Secretariat, UNDP Turkey and the Ministry of Environment 
of Turkey the 2012 Forum on Marine Protected Areas in the Mediterranean (Antalya, November 
нлмнύΦ ¢ƘŜ άwƻŀŘƳŀǇ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ ŀ ŎƻƳǇǊŜƘŜƴǎƛǾŜΣ ŜŎƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭƭȅ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛǾe, effectively connected 
ŀƴŘ ŜŦŦƛŎƛŜƴǘƭȅ ƳŀƴŀƎŜŘ ƴŜǘǿƻǊƪ ƻŦ aŜŘƛǘŜǊǊŀƴŜŀƴ aŀǊƛƴŜ tǊƻǘŜŎǘŜŘ !ǊŜŀǎ ƴŜǘǿƻǊƪ ōȅ нлнлέ ŀƴŘ 
the Antalya Declaration were the main outputs of the Forum.  
These documents were endorsed by 11th SPA FPs meeting and regional partners. 
 
Draft Guidelines to improve the implementation of the Mediterranean SPA network and connectivity 
between SPAs have been finalized in May 2012 and presented during the 11th SPA FPs meeting. 
 
A manual for MPA managers, including the identification and presentation of MPAs issues regarding 
cetaceans and the role of managers in cetacean conservation at local, national and regional levels is 
being prepared under the auspice of ACCOBAMS secretariat, MedPAN and RAC/SPA. 
 
Since 2008, RAC-SPA under the framework of the Mediterranean Action Plan (MAP) of the United 
bŀǘƛƻƴǎ 9ƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘ tǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜ ό¦b9tύ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ƛƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ άMedOpenSeasέ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ǘƻ 
identify and establish Marine Protected Areas (MPAs) in the open seas, including the deep seas. The 
primary objective of this project is to promote the establishment of a representative ecological 
network of MPAs in the Mediterranean within the framework of SPA/BD Protocol on the 
establishment of Specially Protected Areas of Mediterranean Importance (SPAMIs). This project is 
financially supported by the European Commission, and is now in its third phase.  
  
The first phase of the project, completed in late 2009, led to the identification of twelve priority 
conservation areas in the open seas, including the deep seas .These priority areas could become 
candidates for SPAMI listing and/or be recommended for inclusion in other frameworks, such as 
Ecologically or Biologically Significant Areas (EBSAs) developed under the Convention on Biological 
Diversity (CBD).  
  
The aim of tƘŜ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘΩǎ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ǇƘŀǎŜΣ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜŘ ƛƴ ŜŀǊƭȅ нлмнΣ ǿŀǎ ǘƻ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǳǊƛƴƎ tŀǊǘƛŜǎ 
of the above-mentioned priority areas in evaluating and potentially presenting these sites as 
candidate(s) for inclusion in the SPAMI List, in accordance with the provisions of the SPA/BD 
Protocol. RAC/SPA has been facilitating this preparatory work, including oceanographic surveys and 
stakeholder negotiations. The programme of work of the second phase included the establishment of 
ad hoc working groups, composed of representatives from the countries bordering the Alborán Sea 
(Algeria, Morocco and Spain) and Gulf of Lions (France, Spain) priority areas.  
The current third phase activities started on December 2012 and focuses on the spatial planning and 
evaluation of three priority areas: Adriatic Sea, Alborán Sea and the Sicily Channel/Tunisian Plateau 
areas. 
 
The RAC/SPA is currently starting to prepare meetings with the representatives of the neighbouring 
countries to these three sites, in order to present the proposed process and to discuss the feasibility 
of setting up multilateral working groups. Meanwhile, work to obtain compilation reports and review 
of the current understanding of the biodiversity for each of the three priority areas has been 
launched. 
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¢ƘŜ w!/κ{t! ǿŀǎ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŀǘŜŘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ [ŜŀŘ !ƎŜƴŎȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ά{ǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŎ !Ŏǘƛƻƴ tǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 
/ƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ .ƛƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ 5ƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ό{!t .Lhύ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ aŜŘƛǘŜǊǊŀƴŜŀƴ wŜƎƛƻƴέΦ ²ƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀŎǘƛƻƴǎ 
envisaged within SAP BIO, priorities related to the promotion and better management of protected 
areas are considered. Many valuable natural habitats on the coastal zone in the Mediterranean are 
not ecologically evaluated to be designated as Coastal or Marine Protected Areas. Enlarging 
percentage/size of protected areas is required in numerous documents adopted at national and 
international scale.  
 
²ƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŀǘ ŦǊŀƳŜǿƻǊƪΣ ǘƘŜ άwŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ tǊƻƧŜŎǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ŀ aŜŘƛǘŜǊǊŀƴŜŀƴ aŀǊƛƴŜ ŀƴŘ 
Coastal Protected Areas (MPAs) Network through the boosting of at!ǎ /ǊŜŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ aŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘέ 
όǘƘŜ άMedMPAnet Projectέύ ǿŀǎ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇŜŘ ƛƴ ƻǊŘŜǊ ǘƻ ǇǊƻƳƻǘŜ ǘƘŜ ŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ƴŜǿ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘŜŘ 
areas.  
 
The MedMPAnet Project is part of the UNEP/MAP-GEF MedPartnership tǊƻƧŜŎǘ ά{ǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŎ 
tŀǊǘƴŜǊǎƘƛǇ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ aŜŘƛǘŜǊǊŀƴŜŀƴ {Ŝŀ [ŀǊƎŜ 9ŎƻǎȅǎǘŜƳέ ƭŜŘ ōȅ ¦b9tκa!t ό!ǘƘŜƴǎύ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ 
implemented by the RAC/SPA (Tunis), with financial support of the European Union (EU), the Spanish 
Agency for International Cooperation to Development (AECID) and the French Global Environment 
Facility (FFEM). 
 
 
 

RMTM17 - Climate Change 

 
Indicators standardized for the monitoring of climate change in Mediterranean MPAs are being 
elaborated in collaboration with the IUCN. A second meeting of experts took place in Malaga ,Spain 
(October 2012), organized by RAC/SPA with the IUCN Centre for Mediterranean Cooperation (IUCN-
Med) to continue guiding the development of indicators for biodiversity impacts in marine protected 
areas (MPAs) by the threats of climate change (CC) 
 
In fact, marine protected areas in the Mediterranean can play an important role as «  monitoring 
spots » where the effects of climate change can be studied and evaluated and where management 
strategies to adapt to, mitigate and, whenever possible, counter such negative effects can be 
developed.  
 
A memorandum of understanding was signed between RAC/SPA and ACCOBAMS in order to organize 
ŀ ǿƻǊƪǎƘƻǇ άLƳǇŀŎǘ ƻŦ ŎƭƛƳŀǘŜ ŎƘŀƴƎŜǎ ƻƴ ŎŜǘŀŎŜŀƴǎ ŀƴŘ ƳŀǊƛƴŜ ǘǳǊǘƭŜǎέΦ ¢ƘŜ ǿƻǊƪǎƘƻǇ ǿƛƭƭ ŀƛƳ ǘƻΥ 
- Establish a state of knowledge on the prediction of climate change and its impacts on the marine 

environments in the Black and Mediterranean Seas 
- Determine the consequences of climate change for migratory species, in particular cetaceans in 

the Black and Mediterranean Seas and turtles in the Mediterranean Sea 
- Identify gaps in knowledge and possible subject for further research. 
 

http://www.medpartnership.org/en
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II.2 - Communication, awareness and capacity building 
 

National Action Plans on cetaceans conservation 

 
RAC/SPA supported the ǇǊŜǇŀǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ !Ŏǘƛƻƴ tƭŀƴ ŦƻǊ ƳŀǊƛƴŜ ƳŀƳƳŀƭǎΩ ŎƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ 
Egypt. 
 
 
 

Training 

 
RAC/SPA was partner in the organization of the  to the following gatherings: 

 The IX European Seminar on Marine Mammals: Biology and conservation, held from 3 to 7 
September 2012 in Valencia.  

 The 27th Annual conference of the European society for research on cetaceans (Setubal, 
Portugal, April 2013) . 

 Cetology module for the Environment Master Courses (Tunis, Tunisia, March 2013). 
 
 
 

Database 

 
Unfortunately ŀƴŘ ŘǳŜ ǘƻ ōǳŘƎŜǘ ǊŜǎǘǊƛŎǘƛƻƴΣ w!/κ{t! ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŦƛƴŀƴŎƛŀƭƭȅ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƪ ƻŦ 
MEDACES. 
 
 
 

Public awareness and communication material 

 
RAC/SPA published the Guidelines for the establishment and management of marine Protected Areas 
for cetaceans. 
 
 
 

II.3 - Meetings 
 
RAC/SPA collaborated in the organisation of the following gatherings: 
- Second Biennial Conference on Cetacean Conservation in South Mediterranean Countries, which 

took place in El Jadida (Morocco), 12th - 14th October 2011. 
- Southern Mediterranean Workshop on ACCOBAMS Implementation, Hammamet, Tunisia, 15th -

16th June 2012. 
- The cetacean national stranding network: functioning and organisation, Salambô, Tunisia 23rd 

May 2012. 
- Forum on Marine Protected Areas in the Mediterranean (Antalya, November 2012) organized in 

collaboration with the MedPAN Secretariat, UNDP-Turkey and the Ministry of Environment and 
Urbanization of Turkey (SPA/RAC). 
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RAC/SPA took part to the following meetings: 
- Coordinating meeting for developing Project on cetaceans, bird and other threatened species 

bycatch and depredation reduction in the ACCOBAMS area, (Tangier, 3-4 April 2013). 
- National workshop on the feasibility of pilot project for whale watching, Tunisia 28 May 2013. 
 
 

II.4 - Projects 
 
RAC/SPA supported the following projects: 
- Pelagic cetaceans of the north oriental Sardaigne, implemented by CIMA Foundation and Sassari 

University. 
- The cetacean sanctuary Research Project, implemented by Tethys Research Institute. 
- The Ionian Dolphin Project, implemented by Tethys Research Institute. 
 
 

III - COLLABORATION WITH OTHER ORGANISATIONS. 

 
A Memorandum of Understanding between the Permanent Secretariat of the Agreement on the 
Conservation of Cetaceans of the Black Sea, Mediterranean Sea and contiguous Atlantic area 
(ACCOBAMS) and the United Nations Environment Programme in its capacity as Secretariat of the 
Mediterranean Action Plan (UNEP/MAP) is being signed. 
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REPORT OF THE DEPOSITARY 

 

 

¢ƘŜ 5ŜǇƻǎƛǘŀǊȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ !ƎǊŜŜƳŜƴǘΣ ǘƘŜ ά5ŞǇŀǊǘŜƳŜƴǘ ŘŜǎ wŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎ 9ȄǘŞǊƛŜǳǊŜǎέ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ tǊƛƴŎƛǇŀƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ 

Monaco, has the honour of submitting this report to the State Parties to the Agreement on the 

Conservation of Cetaceans of the Black Sea, Mediterranean Sea and contiguous Atlantic area 

(ACCOBAMS). 

 

 

Since the Fourth Meeting of the Parties held in Monaco from the 9th to the 12th November 2010, no 

new accession to the Agreement has been recorded. 

 

 

As of July 15th 2013, there are 23 Parties to ACCOBAMS (Table 1). 

 

 

Following the adoption, during the last Meeting of the Parties in 2010, of the Amendments to the 

Agreement text and its annexes, regarding the geographical extension of ACCOBAMS, the 

Department has recorded the deposit of four instruments of approval, coming from: the Principality 

of Monaco, the Republic of Bulgaria, Ukraine and the Kingdom of Spain (Table 2). 

  

 

The Depositary has informed, through diplomatic ways, the Parties, the European Community, the 

ACCOBAMS Permanent Secretariat and the Secretariat on the Convention for Migratory Species 

(CMS) of theses approvals.   

 

 

Moreover, during the 2011-2013 triennium, the Depositary, through the various diplomatic officers 

of the Principality of Monaco, has supported the action of the Permanent Secretariat to raise 

awareness among other Riparian States and the European Commission with a view to their 

accession.
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Table 1 
 

The following table presents the status of the Parties to the Agreement as of July 15th 2013. 

 

COUNTRY / PAYS 
 

SIGNATURES RATIFICATIONS 
ENTRY 
INTO 
FORCE 
ENTRÉE EN 
VIGUEUR 

 
Dates 

Tool / 
Instrument 

Deposit of the 
tool Dépôt de 
ƭΩƛƴǎǘǊǳƳŜƴǘ  

ALBANIA / ALBANIE 24/11/1996 25/05/2001 03/07/2001 01/10/2001 

ALGERIA / ALGERIE 
  

19/03/2007(AA)
***  25/09/2007  01/12/2007  

BOSNIA-HERZEGOVINA / BOSNIE HERZEGOVINE         

BULGARIA / BULGARIE 16/09/1999 23/09/1999 10/11/1999 01/06/2001 

CROATIA / CROATIE 24/11/1996 03/05/2000 10/07/2000 01/06/2001 

CYPRUS / CHYPRE 24/11/1996 30/01/2006  14/02/2006 01/05/2006 

EGYPT / EGYPTE  04/03/2010 19/04/2010 01/07/2010 

EUROPEAN UNION /UNION EUROPEENNE (1)         

FRANCE 24/11/1996 
26/02/04 
(AA)*** 10/03/2004 01/06/2004 

GEORGIA / GEORGIE 24/11/1996 30/03/2001 31/05/2001 01/06/2001 

GREECE / GRECE 24/11/1996* 24/11/1996* 24/11/1996* 01/06/2001 

ISRAEL         

ITALY / ITALIE 24/11/1996  10/02/2005 24/06/05   01/09/2005 

LEBANON / LIBAN 
  

05/05/2004(A)*
*    13/12/2004 01/03/2005  

LIBYAN ARAB JAMAHIRIYA / LIBYE   12/05/2002 18/06/2002 01/09/2002 

MALTA / MALTE 23/03/2001* 23/03/2001* 23/03/2001* 01/06/2001 

MONACO 24/11/1996 25/04/1997 30/04/1997 01/06/2001 

MONTENEGRO 
 

 
17/02/2009 
(AAA)****  18/05/2009 01/08/2009 

MOROCCO / MAROC 28/03/1997 13/05/1999 05/07/1999 01/06/2001 

PORTUGAL 
24/11/1996 

30/09/2004 (A) 
**  15/10/2004   01/01/2005 

ROMANIA / ROUMANIE 28/09/1998 13/06/2000 17/07/2000 01/06/2001 

RUSSIA / RUSSIE         

SLOVENIA / SLOVENIE    12/07/2006  25/09/2006 01/12/2006  

SPAIN / ESPAGNE 24/11/1996 07/01/1999 02/02/1999 01/06/2001 

SYRIA /SYRIE   07/02/02 (A)** 22/03/2002 01/06/2002 

TUNISIA / TUNISIE 24/11/1996 31/12/2001 15/01/2002 01/04/2002 

TURKEY / TURQUIE         

UKRAINE   09/07/2003 23/10/2003 01/01/2004 

UNITED KINGDOM / ROYAUME UNI         

* Signature valid for ratification / Signature valant 
ratification     

** A = Adherence / Adhésion     

*** AA = Approval / Approbation 
****AAA= Accession / Accession     

 

(1) Instituting the European Community since the entry into force of the Lisbon Treaty the 1st December 2009 
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Table 2 
 

The following table presents the status of the Parties having approved the Amendments as of July 

15th 2013. 

 

COUNTRY / PAYS 
 

 RATIFICATIONS 
ENTRY 
INTO 
FORCE 
ENTRÉE EN 
VIGUEUR 

 
 Tool / Instrument 

Deposit of the tool  
5ŞǇƾǘ ŘŜ ƭΩƛƴǎǘǊǳƳŜƴǘ 

 

ALBANIA / ALBANIE     

ALGERIA / ALGERIE     

BOSNIA-HERZEGOVINA / BOSNIE 
HERZEGOVINE      

BULGARIA / BULGARIE  08/02/2012 (AC)***** 14/03/2012  

CROATIA / CROATIE     

CYPRUS / CHYPRE     

EGYPT / EGYPTE     

EUROPEAN UNION / UNION EUROPEENNE     

FRANCE/FRANCE     

GEORGIA / GEORGIE     

GREECE / GRECE     

ISRAEL/ISRAEL     

ITALY / ITALIE     

LEBANON / LIBAN     

LIBYAN ARAB JAMAHIRIYA / LIBYE     

MALTA / MALTE     

MONACO/ MONACO  24/02/2011 (AA)*** 02/03/2011  

MONTENEGRO     

MOROCCO / MAROC     

PORTUGAL/PORTUGAL     

ROMANIA / ROUMANIE     

RUSSIA / RUSSIE     

SLOVENIA / SLOVENIE     

SPAIN / ESPAGNE  26/11/2012 * 10/01/2013  

SYRIA /SYRIE     

TUNISIA / TUNISIE     

TURKEY / TURQUIE     

UKRAINE / UKRAINE  26/11/2012 (AC)***** 02/01/2013  

UNITED KINGDOM / ROYAUME UNI        

     

* ratification / ratification     

** A = Adherence / Adhésion     

*** AA = Approval / Approbation 
****AAA= Accession / Accession 
*****AC= Acceptance / Acceptation 
 
NB: 16 ratifications are needed for the entry  into force of the amendments / 16 ratifications sont nécessaires 
ǇƻǳǊ ƭΩŜƴǘǊŞŜ Ŝƴ ǾƛƎǳŜǳǊ ŘŜǎ ŀƳŜƴŘŜƳŜƴǘǎ  

 



 

103 
 

 

 

 

 

ANNEX VIII: Report of the Secretariat 



 

104 
 

REPORT OF THE SECRETARIAT 
 (JANUARY 2011 ς OCTOBER 2013) 

 
 

I. ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS 

 
 

I.1- Status of Ratifications 
 
As of September 2013, there are 23 State Parties to the Agreement: Albania, Algeria, Bulgaria, 
Croatia, Cyprus, Egypt, France, Georgia, Greece, Italy, Lebanon, Libya, Malta, Monaco, Montenegro, 
Morocco, Portugal, Romania, Slovenia, Spain, Syria, Tunisia and Ukraine. 
The Permanent Secretariat received, in November 2011 and in November 2012, information 
respectively from the ACCOBAMS Contact Point and the CMS Focal Point in Israel stated that the 
Ministry of Environmental Protection was exploring the possibility of Israel to join ACCOBAMS. Also 
the Secretariat was informed that the Agreement was submitted to the Turkish Parliament for 
adoption. 
 

I.2 Focal Points 
 
Focal Points have been nominated by the Parties as well as by certain non-member Countries (Table 
I).  
Nevertheless, notwithstanding official letters by the Secretariat, 2 Countries have still no Focal points 
(Algeria and Montenegro). 
 

Table I: ACCOBAMS Focal Points as of September 2013 

PARTIES 
NATIONAL FOCAL POINTS 

 

ALBANIA  
ALBANIE 

Mrs. Elvana RAMAJ 
Nature Protection Policies Directorate 

Ministry of Environment, Forests and Water Administration 
Tirana - ALBANIA 

Tel. + 355 692 121 425 - Fax. + 355 42270625 
Mobile: +355672052118 

eramaj@moe.gov.al 

ALGERIA 
ALGERIE 

 
To be appointed 

 

 
BULGARIA 
BULGARIE 
 

Ms Tihomira SLAVEYKOVA 
Ministry of Environment and Water 

67 William Gladstone St. 
1000 Sofia - BULGARIA 

Tel: +359 42 692 226 ς Mob: +359 884 26 54 67 
tslaveykova@moew.government.bg 

CROATIA  
CROATIE 

Ms. Ana STRBENAC 
Head of the Expertise Division 

State Institute for Nature Protection 
¢ǊƎ aŀȌǳǊŀƴƛŎŀ рΣ млллл  ½ŀƎǊŜō ς CROATIA 
Tel: +385 1 5502 912 - Fax: + 385 1 5502 901 

Mobile: +385 91 54 288 68 
ana.strbenac@dzzp.hr 

mailto:eramaj@moe.gov.al
mailto:tslaveykova@moew.government.bg
mailto:ana.strbenac@dzzp.hr
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CYPRUS 
CHYPRE 

Ms. Marina ARGYROU 
Senior Fisheries and Marine Research Officer 

Marine Environment Unit 
Department of Fisheries and Marine Research (DFMR) 

Ministry of Agriculture, Natural Resources and Environment 
101 Vithleem Street 1416, Nicosia ς CYPRUS 

Tel: + 357 22 80 78 52 ς Fax: +357 22 77 59 55 
margyrou@dfmr.moa.gov.cy 

EGYPT 
EGYPTE 

Prof. Dr. Mustafa FOUDA 
Minister Advisor for Biodiversity 

Nature Conservation Sector 
Ministry of State for Environmental Affairs 

30 Misr Helwan El-Zyrea Rd. 
P.O. Box 11728, Al Maadi, Cairo ς Egypt 

Tel: +202 2527 1391 ς Fax: +202 2528 0931 
Mobile: 012-2283890 
foudamos@link.net 

FRANCE 

Mme Martine BIGAN 
Chef de projet, espèces marines 

Ministère de l'Ecologie, du Développement durable et de la Mer ς Direction 
ƎŞƴŞǊŀƭŜ ŘŜ ƭΩŀƳŞƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ  Řǳ ƭƻƎŜƳŜƴǘ Ŝǘ ŘŜ ƭŀ ƴŀǘǳǊŜ - 5ƛǊŜŎǘƛƻƴ ŘŜ ƭΩŜŀǳ Ŝǘ ŘŜ 

la biodiversité -Sous Direction du littoral et des milieux marins 
La Grande Arche,1, Parvis de la Défense  F-92055 ς 

La défense Cedex - FRANCE 
Tel: +33 1 40 81 32 09 - Fax: +33 1 40 81 71 87 

martine.bigan@developpement-durable.gouv.fr 

GEORGIA 
GEORGIE 

Mrs. Irina LOMASHVILI 
Main specialist of the Biodiversity Protection Service 

Ministry of Environment Protection and Natural Resources of Georgia 
6, Gulua st, Tbilisi, 0114, Georgia 

Tel/fax: (+995 32) 272 72 31/32 - mob: +995 99 46 07 50 
irinaloma@yahoo.com 

GREECE 
GRECE 

Dr. Eleni TRYFON 
Ministry for the Environment, Energy and Climate Change 

Directorate General for the Environment 
Natural Management Station 

36, Trikalon, Str. GR 11526 Athens, Greece 
Tel: +30 210 6918202 - Fax: +30 210 6918487 

e.tryfon@prv.ypeka.gr 

ITALY 
ITALIE 

Dr. Oliviero MONTANARO 
Direzione per la Protezione della Natura 

aƛƴƛǎǘŜǊƻ ŘŜƭƭΩ!ƳōƛŜƴǘŜ Ŝ ŘŜƭƭŀ ¢ǳǘŜƭŀ ŘŜƭ Territorio e del Mare 
Via Cristoforo Colombo, 44, 00147 Roma ITALIA 
Tel: +39 06 5722 8487ς Fax: +39 06 5722 8424 

montanaro.oliviero@minambiente.it 

LEBANON 
LIBAN 

Mr. Gaby KHALAF 
Directeur du Centre de Recherches Marines 

Centre National des Sciences Marines 
P.O. BOX 534, Batroun ς  LIBAN 

Tel: +961 6741580 - Fax : +961 6741584 
bihar@cnrs.edu.lb 

mailto:margyrou@dfmr.moa.gov.cy
mailto:foudamos@link.net
mailto:martine.bigan@developpement-durable.gouv.fr
mailto:irinaloma@yahoo.com
mailto:e.tryfon@prv.ypeka.gr
mailto:montanaro.oliviero@minambiente.it
mailto:bihar@cnrs.edu.lb
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LIBYA 
LIBYE 

Mr. Almokhtar SAIED 
Head of Marina and Wild Life Conservation Section 

Natural Conservation Department 
Environment General Authority (EGA) 

P.O. BOX 13793, Tripoli 
Algehran - Tripoli - LIBYA 

Tel: + 218 214 873 764 - Fax: +218 214 872 160 
mok405@yahoo.com 

MALTA 
MALTE 

Ms. Carmen MIFSUD 
Senior Environment Protection Officer 
Environment Protection Directorate 

Malta Environment & Planning Authority 
St. Francis Ravellin, Floriana 

PO Box 200 Marsa MRS 1000 MALTA 
Tel.: +356 22.90. 71.03 - Fax: +356 21.22.84.38 

accobams.malta@mepa.org.mt 

MONACO 

Mme  Céline VAN KLAVEREN-IMPAGLIAZZO 
Secrétaire des Relations Extérieures 

Direction des Affaires Internationales 
MINISTERE D'ETAT 

Place de la Visitation 
MC 98015 - MONACO Cedex 

Tel: +377 98.98.44.70 /Fax: +377 98.98.19.57 
cevanklaveren@gouv.mc 

MONTENEGRO To be appointed 

MOROCCO 
MAROC 

Mme Zahra ROCHDI 
Directrice de la Coopération et des Affaires Juridiques 

Ministère de ƭΩ!ƎǊƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŜΣ Řǳ 5ŞǾŜƭƻǇǇŜƳŜƴǘ wǳǊŀƭ Ŝǘ ŘŜǎ tşŎƘŜǎ aŀǊƛǘƛƳŜǎ 
Nouvelle Cité j - Agdal - B.P. 47 Rabat 

Tel :+212 537 68 81 95/96 
rochdi@mpm.gov.ma 

PORTUGAL 

Ms. Marina SEQUEIRA 
Instituto da Conservaçao da Natureza e das Florestas, I.P. 

Divisão de Gestão de Espécies da Fauna e da Flora 
Rua de Santa Marta, 55 

1150-294 Lisboa 
Tel: (+ 351) 21 350 79 00 
Fax: (+351) 21 350 79 84 
marina.sequeira@icnf.pt 

ROMANIA 
ROUMANIE 

Mrs. Camelia DUMITRACHE 
National Institute for Marine Research and Development  "Grigore Antipa" 

Blv. Mamaia, 300, Constanta, 8700 ς ROMANIA 
Tel: +40 241543 288 / +40 241 540 870 

Fax: +40 241 831 274 
iulia@alpha.rmri.ro 

SLOVENIA 
SLOVENIE 

Mr. Andrej BIBIC  
Sector for Nature Conservation Policy  - Directorate for the Environment 

Ministry of the Environment and Spatial Planning 
Dunajska 48 

SI-1000 Ljubljana - SLOVENIA 
Phone: +386 14787471 

andrej.bibic@gov.si 

mailto:mok405@yahoo.com
mailto:accobams.malta@mepa.org.mt
mailto:cevanklaveren@gouv.mc
mailto:rochdi@mpm.gov.ma
mailto:marina.sequeira@icnf.pt
mailto:iulia@alpha.rmri.ro
mailto:andrej.bibic@gov.si
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SPAIN 
ESPAGNE 

Mr. Javier PANTOJA 
Head of Marine Biodiversity Unit 

Ministry of Agriculture, Food and Environment 
General Directorate for Sustainability of the Coast and the Sea 

Division for the Protection of the Sea 
Pl. San Juan de la Cruz, s/n 
E-28071-Madrid (Spain) 

Phone: +34 915976829;  Fax: +34 915976902 
jpantoja@magrama.es 

SYRIA 
SYRIE 

M. Mhmmad MHMMAD 
Ministry of State for Environment Affairs 

P.O.Box:3773  
Damascus ς  SYRIAN ARAB REPUBLIC 
Tel:+963 11 231 8682 / 231 86083 

Fax: +963 11 231 2120 
Mobile: +963 956 702 264 

Mhammad.a.a@hotmail.com 

TUNISIA 
TUNISIE 

Mr. Mohamed HAMANI  
Directeur de la Conservation des Ressources Halieutiques 
aƛƴƛǎǘŝǊŜ ŘŜ ƭΩ!ƎǊƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŜ Ŝǘ ŘŜǎ wŜǎǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ IȅŘǊŀǳƭƛǉǳŜǎ 
5ƛǊŜŎǘƛƻƴ DŞƴŞǊŀƭŜ ŘŜ ƭŀ tşŎƘŜ Ŝǘ ŘŜ ƭΩ!ǉǳŀŎǳƭǘǳǊŜ 

30 Rue Alain Savary ς 1002 Belvédère - Tunis ς TUNISIE 
Tel: + 216 71 890 784 ς Fax: +216 71 799 401 

m.hmani09@yahoo.fr 

UKRAINE 

Dr. Volodymyr DOMASHLINETS 
Head of Fauna Conservation Division 

Directorate of Protection of natural Resources and EcoNet 
Ministry of Ecology and Natural Resources of Ukraine 

Urytskogo str., 35, Kiev, 03035 - UKRAINE 
Tel.: +380 44 206 31 27 - Fax: +380 44 206 31 34 

vdomashlinets@yahoo.com; domashlinets@menr.gov.ua 
P. +380 662886229 

 
 

I.3- Amendment 
 
The Resolution A/4.1 ά!ƳŜƴŘƳŜƴǘǎΥ 9ȄǘŜƴǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ !//h.!a{ ƎŜƻƎǊŀǇƘƛŎŀƭ ǎŎƻǇŜέ ǿŀǎ ŀŘƻǇǘŜŘ 
by the Fourth Meeting of the Contracting Parties to ACCOBAMS (Monaco, 9-12 November 2010). 
In this context, according to Art. X, para. 4, of the Agreement, the amendment to the Annex 2 
entered into force since 12th April 2011, except for Parties that would have entered a reservation in 
accordance with Art. X, para. 5. 
Under Art. X, para. 3, of the Agreement, an amendment to the Agreement, after having been 
adopted by the Meeting of the Parties, enters into force on the thirtieth day after the date on which 
two thirds of the Parties to the Agreement at the date of the adoption of the amendment have 
deposited their instruments of acceptance with the Depositary. Given that the Parties at the moment 
of the adoption of the amendment were 23, this means that 16 instruments of acceptance are 
required. 
 
Currently the text of the Agreement and the Annex 1 still remain not yet in force.  
On 20th September 2013 Bulgaria, Monaco, Spain and Ukraine deposited their instrument of 
acceptance with the Depositary. 
 
 

mailto:jpantoja@magrama.es
mailto:Mhammad.a.a@hotmail.com
mailto:m.hmani09@yahoo.fr
mailto:vdomashlinets@yahoo.com
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II. IMPLEMENTATION OF THE WORKING PROGRAMME 2011-2013 BY THE SECRETARIAT 

 
The MOP4 mandated the Secretariat to develop activities during the 2011-2013 triennium. The 
implementation of this mandate is presented here below. Activities described hereafter illustrate 
also cooperation between ACCOBAMS and International Governmental Organisations and Non 
Governmental Organisations. 
 

II.1 - Main activities on Research and Conservation ( 
tƭŜŀǎŜ ǊŜŦŜǊ ŀƭǎƻ ǘƻ άReport of the Chair of the Scientific Committee and recommendationsέ 
(ACCOBAMS-MOP5/2013/Doc11) 
 

RMTM1 - The ACCOBAMS Survey Initiative 

 An agreement was signed with ACCOBAMS, IUCN, French Agency for Marine Protected 
Areas and RAC/SPA to appoint a project manager to help in developing the survey 
project and fund raising. A workshop gathering the scientists involved in the project was 
held in Rome (16th-17h November 2011, under the request of those scientists to finalize 
the project in including aerial surveys for some areas. 

 The Secretariat was informed by the ACCOBAMS Chair of the Scientific Committee about 
a Survey to be conducted in the Black Sea in the frame of a EC DG MARE contract. 
Cetacean surveys will be implemented in the western Black Sea, including Bulgaria, 
Romania and Ukraine (comprehensive aerial and boat surveys).  
tƭŜŀǎŜ ǊŜŦŜǊ ǘƻ άOverview of the ACCOBAMS cetacean Survey in the Central and Eastern 
Black Seaέ όACCOBAMS-MOP5/2013/Inf06) 

 
 

RMTM2 - Population structure 

A joint ECS/ACCOBAMS/ASCOBANS workshop will be organised during the 2013 Meeting of the 
ECS. The objective was to provide an overview of the existing studies and gap analysis concerning 
population structure and the outline of a work programme to support population structure 
studies in the ACCOBAMS area for the subsequent quinquennium. 
tƭŜŀǎŜ ǊŜŦŜǊ ǘƻ άPopulation structure : next steps in the ACCOBAMS areaέ όACCOBAMS-
MOP5/2013/Doc21) 
 
During the Seventh Meeting of the Bureau the Scientific Committee was asked to prepare a 
recommendation on the identification of origin of cetaceans bred or kept in captivity that could 
be presented by a Party to CITES in the Scientific Committee section. As it was too late for the 
forthcoming CITES Meeting to be held in March 2013, this draft Resolution would have to be 
presented at the next Meeting of the CITES in 2016. 
tƭŜŀǎŜ ǊŜŦŜǊ ǘƻ άLŘŜƴǘƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŎŜǘŀŎŜŀƴǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƴŜŜŘǎ ƻŦ /L¢9{ ό!//h.!a{-
MOP5/2013/Doc20) 

 
 

RMTM4 - RMTM9 - Species Conservation Plans  

 Concerning the Mediterranean common dolphin, terms of reference for a new 
composition of a Steering Committee for the conservation of Mediterranean common 
dolphins were proposed during the Eighth Meeting of the ACCOBAMS Scientific 
Committee. 
Please refer ǘƻ ά!//h.!a{ ²ƻǊƪƛƴƎ DǊƻǳǇǎ ŀƴŘ ǊŜƭŜǾŀƴǘ ¢ŜǊƳǎ ƻŦ wŜŦŜǊŜƴŎŜǎέ 
(ACCOBAMS-MOP5/2013/Doc29) 

 Concerning the Mediterranean bottlenose dolphin, Mr. Guido Gnone was designated as 
general coordinator (to replace Ms. Caterina Fortuna).  
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 For the /ǳǾƛŜǊΩǎ ōŜŀƪŜŘ ǿƘŀƭes, the last CMS COP (Bergen, Norway 2011)asked the 
Scientific Committee to  prepare a proposal to include the Ziphius in the Appendix 1 of 
the CMS to be presented to the CMS MOP 11 in 2014. The proposal was sent to the CMS 
Secretariat on September 2013. 
PƭŜŀǎŜ ǊŜŦŜǊ ǘƻ άtǊƻǇƻǎŀƭ ǘƻ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ǘƘŜ /ǳǾƛŜǊΩǎ ōŜŀƪŜŘ ǿƘŀƭŜ ƛƴ !ƴƴŜȄ L ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /a{έ 
(ACCOBAMS-MOP5/2013/Doc19) 

 About Black Sea cetaceans, the Secretariat participated to the 28th Meeting of the Black 
Sea Commission (22-23 November 2012, Istanbul, Turkey). On the occasion of the 
signature of a MoU between both Secretariats a list of concrete activities were 
established according to the decisions of the BSC Parties. 

 
 

RMTM10 - Bycatch and interaction with fisheries  

On the occasion of the 36th GFCM Commission (14-19 May 2012, Marrakech, Morocco) a MoU 
was signed between the GFCM and ACCOBAMS Secretariats. An International Workshop on By-
Catch was organized (7-9 December 2011, Antalya, Turkey) bythe GFCM in collaboration with 
the ACCOBAMS Secretariat.  
A project coordinated by the ACCOBAMS Secretariat and the Secretariat of the General 
CƛǎƘŜǊƛŜǎ όDC/aύ ƻƴ ŎŜǘŀŎŜŀƴ ōȅŎŀǘŎƘ ŀƴŘ ŘŜǇǊŜŘŀǘƛƻƴ ǊŜŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ !ƎǊŜŜƳŜƴǘΩǎ ŀǊŜŀ ƛǎ ƛƴ 
preparation. The Regional Activity Centre for Specially Protected Areas of the Mediterranean 
Action Plan is partner to the project. 
As a first step, the project is implemented in the Western Mediterranean with a view towards 
extending this experience to the rest of the area of competence of ACCOBAMS and GFCM. 
National partners associated to this project are from Algeria, France, Morocco, Spain and 
Tunisia. The total budget is 622 лллϵ όтр҈ ŦǊƻƳ MAVA Foundation).  
tŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊ ŜƳǇƘŀǎƛǎ ǎƘŀƭƭ ōŜ ǇƭŀŎŜŘ ƻƴ ŦƛǎƘŜǊƳŜƴ ŎŀǇŀŎƛǘȅ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎΣ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘƛŜǎΩ 
information and awareness and technology transfer. 

 
 

RMTM11 - Anthropogenic Noise 

 Noise Working Group: During the last Meeting of the Parties, the Resolution 4.17 (Guidelines 
to address the impact of anthropogenic noise on Cetaceans in the ACCOBAMS area) was 
adopted with the task for the Working Group to go ahead with this issue. The composition of 
the Working Group was approved by the Seventh Meeting of the ACCOBAMS Scientific 
Committee and Yanis Souami was designated as coordinator. 
The main role of the Working Group was to simplify and clarify Guidelines to facilitate their 
implementation by the Parties and shipping operators, in particular by providing information 
about mitigation technologies and management measures as well as their effectiveness and 
cost.  
The year 2011 was dedicated to contact numerous Organisations and make them aware 
about the Guidelines.  
A joint Working Group with ASCOBANS was created accordingly to the ACCOBAMS Scientific 
Committee recommendation and on the occasion of the 19th ASCOBANS Advisory Committee 
Meeting (19-23 March 2012). 
After collecting opinion from different actors (industries, states, scientists, NGOs and 
others), a working platform was created in 2012 to exchange documents on noise with the 
view of preparing a synthesis. 
¢ƘŜ ά/ƭǳǎǘŜǊ aŀǊƛǘƛƳŜ CǊŀƴœŀƛǎέΣ ǿŀǎ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ /ƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘƻǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ²ƻǊƪƛƴƎ DǊƻǳǇΦ  

 During the Eighth Meeting of the Scientific Committee, it was decided to appoint a 
consultant for providing a bibliographic synthesis (ACCOBAMS-MOP5/2013/Doc22: 
Anthropogenic noise and marine mammals: review of the effort in addressing the impact of 
anthropogenic underwater noise in the ACCOBAMS and ASCOBANS areas) and consulting of 
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noise-producers (ACCOBAMS-MOP5/2013/Doc23: Implementation of underwater noise 
mitigation measures by industries: Operational and economical constraints). 

 According to the decision of the Parties a Methodological guide (ACCOBAMS-
MOP5/2013/Doc24: Methodological guide: Guidance on Underwater Noise Mitigation 
Measures) was prepared, thanks to a Voluntary Contribution of the Principality of Monaco, 
by the coordinator of the Working Group. It aims to improve and facilitate the use of the 
Guidelines to Address the Impact of Anthropogenic Noise on Cetaceans in the ACCOBAMS 
Area. 
 

 Cuvier's beaked whales : In November 2011, a petroleum company and naval exercises by a 
military fleet have deployed some exercises in the Ionian Sea. As usual, national stranding 
networks have been put in alert. In the same time, an atypical mass stranding of Cuvier's 
beaked whales, Ziphius cavirostris, occurred on the western shores of the Greek island of 
Corfu. Consequently to this event, the Permanent Secretariat approached the UNCLOS 
Secretariat in order to collect information on other similar events. The Division for Ocean 
Affairs and the Law of the Sea (DOALOS) informed the Secretariat that they do not collect 
information on stranding events and that they would be pleased to reflect in future reports 
relevant information received from ACCOBAMS.  

 During the Eighth Meeting of the Scientific Committee, a statement of concern was prepared 
about the ongoing seismic survey work in the area of the Hellenic Trench and the 
ACCOBAMS Secretariat was requested to transmit it to the appropriate authorities and 
companies. 
 

 The ACCOBAMS Secretariat attended the Sixteenth Meeting of the Subsidiary Body on 
Scientific, Technical And Technological Advice (30 April ς 5 may 2012, Montreal, Canada) and 
more precisely the Side Event on the impacts of underwater noise on marine and coastal 
biodiversity (please refer to section III.2). 

 
 

RMTM12 - Ship strikes 

In the frame of the support of the REPCET programme, the Secretariat is undertaking the 
ǘǊŀƴǎƭŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŀ ǎǘǳŘȅ ƻƴ άǘƘŜ ŜǾŀƭǳŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘŜŎƘƴƛŎŀƭ ŀƭǘŜǊƴŀǘƛǾŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƳŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ƳŜŀǎǳǊŜǎ 
ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭƭȅ ƛƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǊŜŘǳŎŜ ǘƘŜ ƛƳǇŀŎǘ ƻŦ ǎƘƛǇǇƛƴƎ ƻƴ ŎŜǘŀŎŜŀƴǎέ ǘhat will be 
distributed to the scientific community and will be available on the web site.  
The Secretariat co-ƻǊƎŀƴƛǎŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ tŜƭŀƎƻǎ {ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊƛŀǘΣ ŀ ŎƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ƻƴ άǎƘƛǇ ǎǘǊƛƪŜǎ ŀƴŘ 
ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ w9t/9¢ ǎȅǎǘŜƳέ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦǊŀƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ нлмо aƻƴŀŎƻ ¸ŀŎƘǘ {Ƙƻǿ. 

 
 

RMTM13 - Whale watching 

A training on the Label for operators from France and Monaco was organised by Pelagos France 
during spring 2012 (2-6 April 2012) in collaboration with ACCOBAMS.  
Thanks to a voluntary contribution from France, a feasibility study for developing pilot projects of 
whale watching was carried out in Morocco and Tunisia in 2012. The results of the studies were 
presented at the 2012 Forum of Mediterranean MPAs (Antalya, Turkey, 25-28 November 2012). 
The Secretariat inƛǘƛŀǘŜŘ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ CǊŜƴŎƘ bDh άaŀǊŎƻ tƻƭƻ ς 9ŎƘŀƴƎŜǊ ŀǳǘǊŜƳŜƴǘέ 
(http://www.marcopolo.asso.fr) with the view to develop synergies between their activities for 
promoting ecotourism and pescatourim and the activities supported by ACCOBAMS for 
developing sustainable whale watching activities in Tunisia and Morocco (component 2 of the 
project coordinated by ACCOBAMS and GFCM, please refer to RMTM 10).  
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RMTM14 - Responses to emergency situations  

Please refer to the item RMTM11 
Some countries expressed their interest to be trained on necropsies. The training is pending to 
the availability of 2 carcasses. As of October 2013, 4 trainings organised: in Bulgaria; Cyprus, 
Morocco and Tunisia Please refer to II.2 

 
 

RMTM15 - Marine Protected Areas 

Lƴ ǘƘŜ ŦǊŀƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƭƭŀōƻǊŀǘƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ w!/κ{t!Σ ǘƘŜ άDǳƛŘŜƭƛƴŜǎ for the Establishment and 
aŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ aŀǊƛƴŜ tǊƻǘŜŎǘŜŘ !ǊŜŀǎ ŦƻǊ /ŜǘŀŎŜŀƴǎέ ǿŜǊŜ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘΦ  
The Permanent Secretariat continued to strengthen collaboration with International bodies such 
as MEDPAN (a MoU was signed) and IUCN. The Permanent Secretariat was part of the organisers 
of the 2012 Forum of Mediterranean MPAs that was held end of November 2012 in Antalya 
(Turkey). On this occasion, the Secretariat organized two events on the whale watching activities 
as a tool for promoting sustainable tourism and for raising environmental awareness in the 
MPAs.  
A manual for MPAs managers was prepared jointly with MedPAN and RAC/SPA This manual is 
aimed at supporting MPA managers to take into consideration the cetacean component in MPA 
management. 
A workshop was convened in April 2013, at ECS in Portugal in spring 2013 on MPA management 
(please refer to III.2). 
The Secretariat was also present at IMPAC 3 in Marseilles 21-25 October 2013, to support the 
inclusion of the cetacean conservation element in the wider process of MPA development. 

 
 

RMTM17 - Climate Change 

During the first semester 2014, a workshop is planned to be organized in collaboration with the 
RAC/SPA and the participation of other regional instruments to address the climate change 
issues and their impacts on the migratory species (turtles and cetaceans) in the Black and 
Mediterranean Seas. 
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II.2 - Communication, awareness and capacity building 
 
 

National Action Plans on cetacean conservation 

The National Action Plans for cetacean conservation for Algeria is in preparation. 
In Morocco the National Action Plan is being finalised. 

 
 

Training for cetacean necropsies  

The Secretariat started to set up a training regarding the necropsies of cetaceans for 
veterinarians or scientists usually involved in this task: 

 The first training took place in Bulgaria (July 2012)  

 The second in Morocco (January 2013) 
 The third in Cyprus (June 2013) 
 The fourth in Tunisia (June 2013) 

It plans to be continued in 2014 in Countries asking for such training that have opportunity to 
collect and store one or two cetacean carcasses from a stranding. 
This training is also aimed to reinforce capacity building and help in implementing better use of 
the Guidelines regarding the best practices and procedures for dealing with mass mortality 
events due to chemical pollution, noise and pathogenic agents. 

 
 

Second Biennial Conference on Cetacean Conservation in South Mediterranean Countries 
(CSMC 2, 12-14 October 2011, El Jadida, Morocco) 
The Organisation of this Conference came from a need expressed by the Scientific Community of 
this region. The Conference was organised with the aim to assess the knowledge acquired on 
cetaceans in the South and East Mediterranean, identify potential gaps and stimulate the 
development of conservation actions in order to promote the implementation of the ACCOBAMS 
Agreement. 
The Second Conference was organised in collaboration with the Department of Maritime 
Fisheries of Morocco, the University Chouaïb Doukkali (UCD) and the "Réseau National des 
Sciences et Techniques de la Mer" (REMER). This Conference benefited from the financial 
support of the Regional Activity Center for Specially protected Areas (UNEP/MAP/RAC/SPA) and 
the Principality of Monaco. 
About sixty participants from 7 Mediterranean countries took part to the Conference. 
Participants were scientists, students, PhD candidates and administrators from environmental 
national agencies. 
The Conference discussions and presentations were based on five round tables, a poster session 
and a formation workshop on a dolphin necropsy. Subjects of the round tables were: 
άLƴǘŜǊŀŎǘƛƻƴǎ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ŎŜǘŀŎŜŀƴǎ ŀƴŘ ƘǳƳŀƴ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎέΣ άaƻƴƛǘƻǊƛƴƎ ƻŦ ŎŜǘŀŎŜŀƴ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴǎέΣ 
άaŀǊƛƴŜǎ tǊƻǘŜŎǘŜŘ !ǊŜŀǎέΣ άbŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ !Ŏǘƛƻƴ tƭŀƴǎέ ŀƴŘ άaƻƴƛǘƻǊƛƴƎ ƻŦ ŎŜǘŀŎŜŀƴ ǎǘǊŀƴŘƛƴƎǎέΦ 
Please refer to document ACCOBAMS-ahtрκнлмоκLƴŦпо άwŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘŀǘƛƻƴs from the Second 
.ƛŜƴƴƛŀƭ /ƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ƻƴ /ŜǘŀŎŜŀƴ /ƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ {ƻǳǘƘ aŜŘƛǘŜǊǊŀƴŜŀƴ /ƻǳƴǘǊƛŜǎέ 
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Cetacean sighting database 

An expert (Tilen Genov) continues his work on the ACCOBAMS initiative to contribute to add 
representative cetacean datasets from the Mediterranean and Black Seas regions in OBIS-
SEAMAP. 
 
¢ƘŜ {ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊƛŀǘ ƳŜǘ ǘƘŜ wŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛǾŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ άhŦŦƛŎŜ ŘŜ ƭΩ9ƴǾƛǊƻƴƴŜƳŜƴǘ ŘŜ /ƻǊǎŜέ ƛƴ 
September 2012, to talk about perspectives of INTERCET. INTERCET is a web-GIS application. It 
joins together the GIS technology and the Web logic of sharing data and information. (please 
refer to the section of the Report of the Scientific Committee). 
 
The ACCOBAMS Permanent Secretariat is implementing an interactive database. The aim of the 
project is to collect the main and most important information of the ACCOBAMS Permanent 
Secretariat and transpose them to multiple GIS layers. Our layers present: the scientific projects 
that have been realized with the distribution of the Cetaceans, the Marine Protected areas that 
have an interest for the Cetaceans, the whale watching activities in the area, and many other 
information in relation with the objectives of the Agreement. 
 

 
 

Public awareness and communication material 

-The Permanent Secretariat developed new communication material:  
CDs, posters, roll-up panels presenting the Agreement and its activities on the occasion of 
various international meetings have also been edited. 
- The UNEP/MAP/RAC/SPA, in collaboration with the Secretariat, published a booklet on the 
Guidelines for Marine Protected Areas issued from the ACCOBAMS-MOP3/2007/Res 3.22 
adopted by Contracting Parties.  
The Principality of Monaco invited the Permanent Secretariat to present the Agreement activities 
ǘƻ ǘƘŜ άнлмн ¸Ŝƻǎǳ 9ȄǇƻέ όмнth May -12th August, 2012 Yeosu, South Korea), under the theme 
άThe Living Ocean and Coast: diversity of resources and sustainable activitiesέΦ 
 
¢Ƙŀƴƪǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ά²ƘŀƭŜǎ ǿƘŀǘ ŜƭǎŜέ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ ŀ ǎŜǘ ƻŦ ƎŀƳŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘe young public 
was created. 

 
 

II.3 - Meetings 
 

a) Representation of ACCOBAMS 

 
Since the Fourth Meeting of the Parties (November 2010), the Permanent Secretariat was 
represented to meetings and workshops in order to liaise with other Organisations and to strengthen 
collaboration. 
During these contacts, the Secretariat presented the activities of the Agreement, disseminated 
information material and investigated with the Country representatives ways of strengthening 
cooperation for the implementation of ACCOBAMS. 

 
Since last Meeting of the ACCOBAMS Bureau, Permanent Secretariat participated to: 
 

- 23rd Regular Meeting of the Commission on the Protection of the Black Sea Against Pollution 
(25-26 January 2011, Istanbul, Turkey) 
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- 13th Session of the Scientific Advisory Committee of the GFCM (7-11 February 2011, 
Marseille, France) and 35th General Fisheries Commission for the Mediterranean (9-14 May 
2011, Rome, Italy) 

 
- 25th Annual Conference of the European Cetacean Society (21-23 March 2011, Cádiz, Spain) 

 
- Knowledge and conservation of submarine canyons of the Mediterranean 26-27 April 2011, 

Monaco)  
 

- 5th Scientific and Technical Committee of Pelagos Sanctuary (13 May 2011, Monaco) 
 

- 18th ASCOBANS Advisory Committee (4-6 May 2011, Bonn, Germany)  
 

10th Meeting of Focal Points for SPAs (17-20 May 2011, Marseille, France)  
 

- 2nd Conference on Marine Protected Areas for Marine Mammals (7-11 November 2011, 
Martinique) 

 
- Meeting organised by Corsica Mare Osservazzione on cetaceans (17th September 2011, 

Corsica, France) 
 

- {ŜƳƛƴŀǊ {ŀŦŜǎŜŀ tǊƻƧŜŎǘ ά{ǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ ƭƻŎŀƭ ŦƛǎƘƛƴƎ ŀǊǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƳƻǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŀ ǎŀŦŜǊ ǎŜŀ 
ŦƻǊ ŎŜǘŀŎŜŀƴǎέ όмс-17 April 2011, Portugal) 

 
- MEDPAN- Steering Committee of the activities related to capacity building of MPA managers 

in the Mediterranean (26th September 2011, Marseille, France) 
 

- DOALOS - Ad Hoc Open-ended Informal Working Group to study issues relating to the 
conservation and sustainable use of marine biological diversity beyond areas of national 
jurisdiction (31 May - 1 June 2011, New York, USA) 
 

- UNEP/MAP ς Working group on Specially Protected Areas of Mediterranean Importance 
(SPAMIs) (3-4 March 2011, Athens, Greece) 

 
- SAP BIO : follow up of the CBD CoP 10. (4th -5th April 2011, Tunis, Tunisia) 

 
- UNEP/CMS - Tenth Meeting of the Conference of the Parties to the Convention on the 

Conservation of Migratory Species of Wild Animals (20-25 November, Bergen, Norway). See 
section III 
 

- Convention on the Conservation of European Wildlife and Natural Habitats - 31st  Meeting of 
the Standing Committee (29 November - 2 December 2011, Strasbourg, France) 

 
- GFCM - Scientific Advisory Committee (SAC), Sub-Committee on Marine Environment and 

Ecosystems (SCMEE), Sub-Committee on Stock Assessment (SCSA), 2nd  Transversal Working 
Group on By-catch (7-9 December 2011, Antalya, Turkey) 
 

- GFCM - Scientific Advisory Committee (SAC), Sub-Committee on Marine Environment and 
Ecosystems (SCMEE), (23-26 January 2012, Rome, Italy) 
 

- 17th Ordinary Meeting of the Contracting Parties to the Convention for the Protection of the 
Marine Environment and the Coastal Region of the Mediterranean and its Protocols (8-10 
February 2012, Paris, France) 

http://www.europeancetaceansociety.eu/
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- GFCM - Scientific Advisory Committee (SAC) Fourteenth Session, 2nd  Transversal Working 

Group on By-catch (20-24 February 2012, Sofia, Bulgaria) 
 

- 19th ASCOBANS Advisory Committee (20-22 March 2012, Galway, Ireland) 
 

- 26th Annual Conference of the European Cetacean Society (26-28 March 2012, Galway, 
Ireland) 
 

- 16th Meeting of the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and Technological Advice under 
the Convention on Biological Diversity (30 April ς 5 May 2012, Montreal, Canada) 
 

- GFCM - 36th Session of the Commission - (14-19 May 2012, Marrakesh, Morocco) 
 

- Workshop on the Application of the Ecosystem Approach by MAP (29-30 May 2012, Athens, 
Greece) 
 

- Meeting on Management plan for Tursiops truncatus in Mediterranean Sea (23 May 2012, 
Marseille, France) 
 

- ICCAT Sub Committee on ecosystems (2 - 5 July 2012, Sète, France) 
 
- Fourth Meeting of SAP BIO Advisory Committee and  Third Meeting of SAP BIO National 

Correspondents (4 July 2012, Malaga, Spain) 
 

- 15th AG FOMLR Meeting and workshop on Black Sea Cetaceans Protection / Conservation (4-
5 September 2012, Istanbul, Turkey ) 
 

- Convention on the Conservation of European Wildlife and Natural Habitats - 7th Meeting of 
the Group of Experts on Biodiversity and Climate Change (1-2 October 2012, Strasbourg, 
France) 
 

- 7th Meeting of the Parties to ASCOBANS (22-24 October 2012, Brighton, UK )  
 

- 28th Regular Meeting of the Commission on the Protection of the Black Sea Against Pollution 
(22 -23 November 2012, Istanbul, Turkey) 
 

- MEDPAN - The 2012 forum of Marine Protected Areas in the Mediterranean (25-28 
November 2012, Antalya, Turkey) 
 

- Meeting of the Correspondence Group on GES and Targets Biodiversity and Fisheries Cluster  
(7-8 February 2013, Roma, Italy) 
 

-  GFCM - Sub-Committee on Marine Environment and Ecosystems (18 ς 20 February 2013, 
Roma, Italy) 

 
- Joint GFCM BSC Workshop on IUU Fishing in the Black Sea (25-27 February 2013, Istanbul, 

Turkey) 
 

- Training course 2013 Shipping and cetaceans - {ƻǳŦŦƭŜǳǊǎ ŘΩ9ŎǳƳŜ όнф aŀǊŎƘ нлмоΣ 
Marseille, France) 
 

- 27th Annual Conference of the European Cetacean Society (2-3 April 2013, Setubal, Portugal) 

http://www.europeancetaceansociety.eu/
http://www.europeancetaceansociety.eu/
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- Second Meeting of the GFCM Working Group on the Black Sea (WGBS)(24-26 April 2013, 

Varna, Bulgaria) 
 

- MedPAN ς 3rd Meeting of the Advisory Committee (17 May 2013, Malaga, Spain) 
 

- Ramoge -  Working group on ICZM (28 May 2013 and 19 September 2013, Monaco) 
 

- Fifth Conference of the Parties of Pelagos (4-5 June 2013, Roma, Italy) 
 

-  MEDPOL National Focal Points Meeting (18 ς 21 June 2013, Barcelona, Spain) 
 

- International Conference on "Sustainable Development Solutions for the Mediterranean 
Region", (3-5 July 2013 Pontignano ς Siena, Italy)  

 
- Fourth meeting of National Correspondents of the SAP BIO (1st July 2013, Rabat, Morocco) 

 
- Eleventh Meeting of Focal Points for SPAs (2-5 July 2013, Rabat, Morocco) 

 
- 20th Meeting of the ASCOBANS Advisory Committee (27-29 August 2013, Warsaw, Poland) 

 
- Ramoge: Working group regarding public awareness (5 September 2013, Monaco) 

 
- Training on INTERCET database (25 September 2013, Carry le Rouet, France) 

 
- IMPAC 3 (21-24 September 2013, Marseilles, France) 

 
- Sixth Meeting of Scientific and Technical Pelagos Committee (30-31 October 2013, Monaco) 

 
 

b) Institutional meetings organised by the Agreement 

 
Scientific Committee Meetings: 
Seventh Meeting of the ACCOBAMS Scientific Committee (29-31 March 2011, Monaco) 
Please refer to the Reference document ACCOBAMS-SC7/2011/Doc29. 
 
Eighth Meeting of the ACCOBAMS Scientific Committee (13-15 November 2012, Monaco) 
Please refer to the Reference document ACCOBAMS-SC8/2012/Doc23  
 
Bureau Meetings: 
Seventh Meeting of the ACCOBAMS Bureau (13-14 December 2011, Monaco) 
Please refer to the Reference document ACCOBAMS-BU7/2011/Doc17 
 
Eighth Meeting of the ACCOBAMS Bureau (11-12 December 2012, Monaco) 
Please refer to the Reference document ACCOBAMS-BU8/2012/Doc23  
 
Second Meeting of the Extended Bureau of ACCOBAMS (7-8 May 2013, Monaco) 
Please refer to the Reference document ACCOBAMS-BU-EXT2/2013/Doc23 
 
Regional Workshops 
During its Seventh Meeting (Monaco, 13-14 December 2011), the Bureau approved the organization 
of a new set of Regional Workshops in 2012 and recommended to use the opportunity they offer to 

http://www.ascobans.org/ac20.html
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consult with the Focal Points about the preparation of the working programme for the next 
triennium and about the ACCOBAMS Strategy. 
Five Regional Workshops were organized in June 2012: 

- RW1- ά²ŜǎǘŜǊƴ aŜŘƛǘŜǊǊŀƴŜŀƴ ²ƻǊƪǎƘƻǇέ  (10-11 June 2012, Hammamet, Tunisia) : Italy, 
France, Monaco, Morocco,  Spain and Portugal ; 

- RW2- ά/ŜƴǘǊŀƭ aŜŘƛǘŜǊǊŀƴŜŀƴ ²ƻǊƪǎƘƻǇέ  (13-14 June 2012, Hammamet, Tunisia) : Croatia, 
Italy, Malta, Montenegro, Slovenia (no representative from Albania); 

- RW3- ά{ƻǳǘƘŜǊƴ aŜŘƛǘŜǊǊŀƴŜŀƴ ²ƻǊƪǎƘƻǇέ  (15-16 June 2012, Hammamet, Tunisia) : 
Algeria, Egypt, Libya, Tunisia ; 

- RW4- ά9ŀǎǘŜǊƴ aŜŘƛǘŜǊǊŀƴŜŀƴ ²ƻǊƪǎƘƻǇέ  (26-27 June 2012, Istanbul, Turkey): Greece, 
Lebanon (no representative from Cyprus and Syria) ; 

- RW5- ά.ƭŀŎƪ {Ŝŀ ²ƻǊƪǎƘƻǇέ όну-29 June 2012, Istanbul, Turkey): Bulgaria, Georgia, Romania, 
Ukraine. 

 
 

II.4 - Projects 
 

a) Call for proposals of projects under the Supplementary Conservation Grants fund 

During their Second Meeting (Palma de Mallorca, Spain, November 2004), Parties to ACCOBAMS 
decided to establish a Supplementary Conservation Grants Fund. This Fund is based on voluntary 
contributions from Parties or any other source in order to help developing Countries and 
Countries with economies in transition in the implementation of the Agreement.  
In order to ensure more transparency in the process for granting funds to projects under the 
Additional Conservation Grants Fund, the Secretariat prepared a call for proposals of projects 
under the Supplementary Conservation Grants fund that was welcomed by the Seventh Scientific 
Committee Meeting (Monaco, 29-31 March 2011) and by the Bureau. 
2011 : This document was sent to all Focal Points and all ACCOBAMS Partners in May 2011. The 
Secretariat received 6 projects. After evaluation from the Scientific Committee and Bureau 
decisions, two different projects on photo identification were supported in Bulgaria and 
Romania. 
2012 : The document was sent to all Focal Points and all ACCOBAMS Partners in August 2012. 
The new call for proposals addresses Capacity Building issues. The Secretariat received 9 projects, 
7 are eligible. During the Eighth Meeting of the ACCOBAMS Scientific Committee (Monaco, 13-15 
November 2012), the Scientific Committee recommended that the process of reviewing 
proposals submitted under the present tender should be postponed until after the Bureau 
Meeting. 

 

b) Module on cetacean conservation 

The education of future decision makers and professionals to issues related to the marine 
environment is the primary objective of the project, organised with the support of the Italian 
Ministry of Environment. The teaching module is designed to enrich students' knowledge in 
cetacean conservation through a multidisciplinary approach and is primarily aimed at training 
scientists from all French-speaking countries of the Agreement area. The module of cetology 
represents 30 hours of training on the following item:  
- species of cetaceans (identification, anatomy, physiology, adaptation, parasitology, etc.)  
- threats to cetaceans (interaction, pollution, collisions, noise, etc.)  
- study skills (observation/ rating population, photo-identification, passive acoustics, etc.) 
- legal and legislative framework on the conservation of cetaceans. 
 
Scientific Masters for this project have been identified in the French-speaking countries of the 
Agreement (Algeria, France, Lebanon, Morocco, and Tunisia). More than two hundred students 
already received teaching from the ACCOBAMS module of cetology. Relevant professors from 
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each Country are going to be appointed to follow the implementation of the process.   
Courses contents were translated in English in order to start the implementation in English 
speaking Universities next triennium. 

 

Country City University Faculty Dates 

Algeria Oran Es-Sénia Oran Faculty of science October / November 2012 

France Corte Pascal Paoli Faculty of science December 2013 

Lebanon 
Beyrouth Saint Joseph  Faculty of science March 2013 

Jounieh Saint-Esprit de Kaslik Faculty of science March 2013 

Tunisia 
Tunis Tunis-Carthage 

Institut National Agronomique de 
Tunisie 

March 2013 

Tunis Tunis-Carthage Faculty of science  March 2013 

Morocco 
Tanger Abdelmalek Essaadi Faculty of science et Technology October 2012 

El Jadida Chouaïb DOUKKALI Faculty of science October 2012 

 

c) Project regarding threatened marine species: mitigating the impacts of fishing activities 

The Secretariat is developing of a project within the area of cooperation between the 
Secretariats of the Agreement on the Conservation of Cetaceans of the Black Sea, 
Mediterranean Sea and Contiguous Atlantic Area (ACCOBAMS) and the General Fisheries 
Commission of the Mediterranean (GFCM). 
The aim: to improve conservation of threatened marine species, such as cetaceans, turtles and 
seabirds, in fishery activities in the Mediterranean. 
Based on the relevant decisions adopted by the Riparian Countries of the Mediterranean within 
regional cooperation bodies (ACCOBAMS Resolutions and GFCM recommendations), the 
projects intends to: 

 mitigate negative interactions between threatened species and fishery activities and 
also, 

 decrease the pressure on species through the diversification of small-scale fishermen 
activities by promoting ecotourism.  

tŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊ ŜƳǇƘŀǎƛǎ ǎƘŀƭƭ ōŜ ǇƭŀŎŜŘ ƻƴ ŦƛǎƘŜǊƳŜƴ ŎŀǇŀŎƛǘȅ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎΣ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘƛŜǎΩ 
information and awareness and technology transfer. 
The project received a support from MAVA Foundation. The total budget is 622 лллϵ όтр҈ ŦǊƻƳ 
MAVA Foundation). Particular emphasis shall be placed on fishermen capacity building, national 
ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘƛŜǎΩ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŀǿŀǊŜƴŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ ǘŜŎƘƴƻƭƻƎȅ ǘǊŀƴǎŦŜǊΦ 

 

d) Development of a regional programme for assessing and reducing the impact of ghost 
fishing on marine biodiversity  

According to the ACCOBAMS Conservation plan, the Secretariat is working on a development of a 
regional programme for assessing and reducing the impact of ghost fishing on marine 
biodiversity, in particular fishes, cetaceans and turtles, in the Mediterranean and Black Seas  
Aim: to assess and reduce ghost fishing in the Mediterranean and Black Seas for strengthening 
the conservation of marine biodiversity, in particular fishes, cetaceans, and sea turtles. 
Objectives: 

 To improve data collection for assessing the quantity of derelict fishing gears in the 
Mediterranean and Black Seas and their impact on marine biodiversity (and associated 
financial costs); 

 To promote the retrieval of lost fishing gears; 
 To prevent abandonment, loss and the discarding of fishing gears at sea. 

Strengthening collaboration between global and regional intergovernmental organizations 
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interested in the issue of ghost fishing or marine debris in general will be pursued as a cross-
cutting objective of the project to ensure better synergy and to optimize efforts. 

 
 

II.5 - National Report on line 
 
In accordance with Resolution 4.6 the Secretariat launched the preparation of the new version of the 
online reporting system of ACCOBAMS and to feed the related databases with information contained 
in the national reports to ACCOBAMS and to other relevant conventions (CMS, Barcelona 
Convention, CBD, GFCM). Since 25 April 2012 the system is available on the ACCOBAMS web site and 
the Parties are invited to review the information it contains, to complete and update it as 
appropriate. 
 
 

III - COLLABORATION WITH OTHER ORGANISATIONS. 

 
 

III.1- CMS  
 

Please refer to RMTM4 - RMTM9 - Species Conservation Plans 
The last CMS Conference of the Parties (Bergen, Norway 2011) asked the ACCOBAMS Scientific 
/ƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜ ǘƻ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŜ ŀ ǇǊƻǇƻǎŀƭ ǘƻ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ǘƘŜ aŜŘƛǘŜǊǊŀƴŜŀƴ /ǳǾƛŜǊΩǎ ōŜŀƪŜŘ ǿƘŀƭŜ ό½ƛǇƘƛǳǎ 
cavirostris) in the Appendix 1 (granting to this species the endangered status) of the CMS to be 
presented to the CMS COP 11 in 2014 (please refer to ACCOBAMS-MOP5/2013/Doc19 « Proposal to 
ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ǘƘŜ /ǳǾƛŜǊΩǎ ōŜŀƪŜŘ ǿƘŀƭŜ ƛƴ !ƴƴŜȄ L ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /a{ύΦ ¢ƘŜ {ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊƛŀǘ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ /a{ ǘƻ Ǉǳǘ 
the document on the Scientific Council Workspace as a Wiki, allowing the users to make comments if 
they wish 
The final document needs to be submitted by an ACCOBAMS/ CMS Party at least 150 days before the 
COP. Assuming the COP will take place in early November (not confirmed yet), this would be around 
the end of May 2014. 

 
 

III.2- ASCOBANS 
 

Please refer to RMTM2 - Population structure, RMTM11 - Anthropogenic Noise, RMTM15 - Marine 
Protected Areas 
The Secretariat regularly participates to the institutional meetings of ASCOBANS and joint 
intercessional activities are undertaken: 

- joint work on noise disturbances 
- joint ACCOBAMS/ASCOBANS Working Group on the Marine Strategy Framework Directive 
-joint ECS/ASCOBANS/ACCOBAMS Workshop on the Implementation of the Cetacean 
Component of the Habitats Directive in EU Member States (24 March 2012) 
- joint ECS/ACCOBAMS/ASCOBANS Workshop on Population Structure (ECS, 2013) 
- joint ECS/ACCOBAMS/ASCOBANS Workshop on the Challenge of spatially managing cetaceans - 
a highly mobile animal group (ECS, 2013) 
 

The last COP of ASCOBANS adopted a resolution presented by France and UK focusing on the 
collaboration between both instruments. Relevant items were identified concerning activities to be 
developed in the common area: by catch, ship strikes, population structure, strandings events.  
In addition, the last ASCOBANS Advisory Committee (Warsaw, Poland, 27-29 August 2013) proposed 
to extent the Noise Working Group to the Convention on the Conservation of Migratory Species of 
Wild Animals (UNEP/CMS) with appropriately amended Terms of Reference (please refer to the 
Document ACCOBAMS-MOP5/2013/Doc29). 

http://workspace.cms.int/scc/node/479
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III.3. CBD 

 
The Secretariat participated to the 16th meeting of the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and 
Technological Advice under the Convention on Biological Diversity (30 April ς 5 May 2012, Montreal, 
Canada). 
On this occasion, the Secretariat presented the work carried by ACCOBAMS in order to address 
underwater noise issue during a side event convened on 1st aŀȅ нлмн ƻƴ άLƳǇŀŎǘǎ ƻŦ ¦ƴŘŜǊǿŀǘŜǊ 
bƻƛǎŜ ƻƴ aŀǊƛƴŜ ŀƴŘ /ƻŀǎǘŀƭ .ƛƻŘƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΥ Dƭƻōŀƭ /ƻƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ŀ vǳƛŜǘŜǊ hŎŜŀƴέΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ŜǾŜƴǘ ǿŀǎ 
convened jointly by the CBD Secretariat and the CMS Secretariat in collaboration with UNEP, OSPAR 
Secretariat, ASCOBANS Secretariat, ACCOBAMS Secretariat and Ocean Noise Coalition. It discussed 
the impacts of underwater noise on marine and coastal biodiversity and habitats in the view of 
facilitating international and regional cooperation on addressing this issue.  
 
The eleventh meeting of the Conference of the Parties (8-19 October, Hyderabad, India) adopted two 
decisions on marine and coastal biodiversity, namely on:  
 

- Ecologically and biologically significant areas (EBSAs). In this decision, the CBD COP 11 took 
note of the Mediterranean Synthesis Report and its conclusion regarding the continuation of 
the work in close cooperation with Mediterranean countries and relevant organizations, in 
order to finalize the description of areas that meet the criteria for ecologically or biologically 
significant marine areas in the Mediterranean region. CBD COP 11 also took note of the 
particular need for a regional workshop to be organized in the Mediterranean region in order 
to finalize the description of areas that meet the criteria for ecologically or biologically 
significant marine areas in time for its report to be considered by a meeting of the Subsidiary 
Body on Scientific, Technical and Technological Advice prior to the twelfth meeting of the 
Conference of the Parties. The Secretariat will maintain contact with UNEP/MAP/RAC-SPA 
which initiates this initiative in 2009 to be part of the forthcoming regional workshop. 

 
- Other matters related to marine and coastal biodiversity. This decision addresses the 

biodiversity concerns in sustainable fisheries, the issue of impacts of anthropogenic 
underwater noise on marine and coastal biodiversity and the issue of impacts of marine 
debris on marine and coastal biodiversity. 

 
 
 

III.4. European Commission 
 
The Secretariat presented relevant activities carried out by ACCOBAMS to DG Environment and DG 
MARE (10 -11 July 2012, Bruxelles, Belgium). MFSD issues were more specially considered. The 
Secretariat met also EC Directorate General for Development and Cooperation to discuss possible 
ways to collaborate. 
Contact was made with a Member of the European Parliament to discuss the issue of oil exploration 
activities in the Hellenic Trench. 
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III. 5. Mediterranean Action Plan (MAP) 
 

a) Implementation of the Ecosystem Approach 

At their last Ordinary Meeting (8-10 February 2012, Paris, France), the Parties to the Barcelona 
Convention adopted Decision IG.20/4 related to the implementation of the MAP ecosystem 
approach roadmap. ACCOBAMS is mentioned in an operative paragraph of the Decision related 
to the preparation of an integrated monitoring program in cooperation with regional competent 
organizations. 
ACCOBAMS attended a workshop organized by MAP on the Application of the Ecosystem 
Approach (29-30 May 2012, Athens, Greece) and informed the meeting about Resolution 4.8 
related to the ACCOBAMS contribution to the implementation of the Marine Strategy Framework 
Directive (MSFD). Considering the convergence between the MSFD and the implementation of 
a!t ŜŎƻǎȅǎǘŜƳ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘ ǊƻŀŘƳŀǇΣ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ a!tΩǎ ǿƛƭƭ ǘƻ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘŜ ƛǘǎ tŀǊǘƴŜǊǎ ƛƴ 
the next steps of the ECAP process, the Secretariat of the ACCOBAMS confirmed its interest to 
participate to the Coordinating Group as well as to the Working Group on Good Environmental 
Status (GES) and Targets, in particular to the sub-ƎǊƻǳǇǎ άtƻƭƭǳǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ [ƛǘǘŜǊέ ŀƴŘ ά.ƛƻŘƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ 
ŀƴŘ CƛǎƘŜǊƛŜǎέΣ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ōȅ a!tΦ 
Please refer to ACCOBAMS-ahtрκнлмоκ5ƻŎмл άParticipation of ACCOBAMS to the Ecosystems 
!ǇǇǊƻŀŎƘ tǊƻŎŜǎǎέ 

 

b) REMPEC 

Following the 17th Ordinary Meeting of the Contracting Parties to the Barcelona Convention 
(Paris, 8-10 February 2012), the ACCOBAMS Secretariat confirmed the interest of ACCOBAMS in 
being involved in the Working Group that will be established for drafting an action plan to 
implement the Offshore Protocol pursuant Decision IG.20/12. 

 

c) MEDPOL 

During the last Ordinary Meeting of the Parties to the Barcelona Convention (8-10 February 
2012, Paris, France) the ACCOBAMS Permanent Secretariat took note of the Decision IG.20/10 
ǊŜƎŀǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ά!ŘƻǇǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŎ CǊŀƳŜǿƻǊƪ ŦƻǊ aŀǊƛƴŜ [ƛǘǘŜǊ ƳŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘέΦ  
At this occasion, the ACCOBAMS Permanent Secretariat has expressed its wish to collaborate 
with MEDPOL and more particularly regarding the objectives one and five as the ACCOBAMS 
Conservation Plan (Annex II to the Agreement). 

 

d) RAC/SPA 

Pursuant Decision IG.20/4 adopted at the 17th Ordinary Meeting of the Contracting Parties to the 
Barcelona Convention, RAC/SPA is initiating the SAP BIO updating process. ACCOBAMS is 
contributing to the process as a Member of the SAP BIO Advisory Committee.  
In addition, RAC/SPA will continue activities related to the development of MPAs in open seas, 
including the deep seas. ACCOBAMS will continue to be part of the process as a Member of the 
project Steering Committee. 
tƭŜŀǎŜ ǊŜŦŜǊ ǘƻ wa¢a мр άaŀǊƛƴŜ tǊƻǘŜŎǘŜŘ ŀǊŜŀǎέΥ A manual for MPAs managers was prepared 
jointly with MedPAN and RAC/SPA This manual is aimed at supporting MPA managers to take 
into consideration the cetacean component in MPA management. 

 
 

III. 5. BSC 
 
The ACCOBAMS Secretariat signed Memorandum of Collaboration with the Black Sea Commission 
Secretariat (ACCOBAMS Sub-Regional Coordination Unit for Black Sea Countries) on the occasion of 
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the 28th Black Sea Commission Meeting (22nd -23rd November 2012, Istanbul Turkey). A joint Working 
programme will be soon defined to develop concrete activities. 
 
 

III. 6. GFCM 
 
The ACCOBAMS Secretariat signed a MoU with the GFCM Secretariat at the occasion of the 36th 
Commission Meeting of the GFCM (Marrakech, May 2012). Indeed, Parties to ACCOBAMS invited 
regularly the Secretariat to develop collaboration with the GFCM and to establish a MoU if relevant.  
Both Secretariats are participating mutually to technical and institutional meetings. Currently the 
main item of collaboration is the assessment and mitigation of bycatch.  
The 36th GFCM Commission, adopted two Recommendations of importance for ACCOBAMS: 

- Recommendation on mitigation of incidental catches of cetaceans in the GFCM area 
- Recommendation on the establishment of a set of minimum standards for bottom-set gillnet 

fisheries for turbot and conservation of cetaceans in the Black Sea 
 
 

III. 7. RAMOGE  
 
The ACCOBAMS Secretariat participated in Meetings of two working groups: 

- Working group on Integrated Coastal Zone Management, 
- Working group on public awareness 

 
 

III. 8. Pelagos  
 
See section II.1 RMTM13 - Whale watching. The new Executive Secretary, Mrs Fannie Dubois was 
appointed by the 3 Pelagos Parties. The Secretariat started exchanges to identify activities based on 
collaboration between both Secretariats decided by the common Parties.   
 
 

III. 9. IUCN  
 
An agreement was signed with ACCOBAMS, IUCN, French Agency for Marine Protected Areas and 
RAC/SPA to appoint a project manager to help in developing the survey project and fund raising. For 
administrative reasons the process was delayed. The Secretariat is still waiting for an official 
statement from French Agency for Marine Protected Areas. 
 
 

III.10. MEDPAN 
 
MedPAN is the network of managers of marine protected areas in the Mediterranean. The objective 
of the network is to improve the effectiveness of marine protected areas management in the 
Mediterranean.  
The MedPAN network today counts over 29 members, mainly managers of marine protected areas 
from the entire Mediterranean basin, and 16 partners that are keen to contribute to the 
strengthening of the network. 
 
The ACCOBAMS Secretariat signed a Memorandum of Collaboration with MedPAN in March 2012 in 
order to: 

- Promote the establishment of a representative network of MPAs, in particular through the 
establishment of MPAs important for cetaceans conservation 
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- Develop capacity building activities for MPA managers on issues related to cetaceans 
conservation. 
 

In addition, MedPAN adopted the system of call of proposals for projects to be developed in MPAs. In 
order to avoid duplication both Secretariats will exchange on the projects received envisaging if 
relevant to share the financial support. 
 
MedPAN co-organizied with RAC/SPA a Forum on MPAs, held in Antalya, Turkey, 25-28 November 
2012. Please refer to RMTM15 - Marine Protected Areas: A manual for MPAs managers was prepared 
jointly with MedPAN and RAC/SPA This manual is aimed at supporting MPA managers to take into 
consideration the cetacean component in MPA management. 
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REPORT OF THE CHAIR OF THE SCIENTIFIC COMMITTEE AND RECOMMENDATIONS  
(2011-2013) 

 
The MOP4 mandated the Scientific Committee to develop activities during the 2011-2013 triennium, in 
collaboration with Sub Regional Coordination Units, ACCOBAMS Secretariat and Partners.  
 
Two Scientific Committee Meetings were held during the triennium 2011-2013: 
Seventh Meeting of the ACCOBAMS Scientific Committee (29-31 March 2011, Monaco) 
Please refer to the Reference document ACCOBAMS-SC7/2011/Doc29. 
 
Eighth Meeting of the ACCOBAMS Scientific Committee (13-15 November 2012, Monaco) 
Please refer to the Reference document ACCOBAMS-SC8/2012/Doc23.  
 
The composition of the Scientific Committee was as follow: 
 
CIESM 

 BIRKUN Alexei, (Chair) 

 RIDOUX Vincent, CIESM (Vice-Chair) 

 KEREM Dani,  

 NOTARBARTOLO DI SCIARA Giuseppe,  

 OZTURK Ayaka,  
 
Regional representatives: 

 BAKER, Mohamed (Eastern Mediterranean, alternate), 

 BEAUBRUN, Pierre (Western Mediterranean and contiguous Atlantic area, alternate), 

 BOUTIBA, Zitouni (Western Mediterranean and contiguous Atlantic area),  

 BRADAI, Mohamed Nejmeddine (Central Mediterranean, alternate),  

 HOLCER, Drasko (Central Mediterranean),  

 IBRAHIM, Ameer (Eastern Mediterranean), 

 KRIVOKHIZHIN, Sergey (Black Sea), 

 MIKHAILOV, Konstantin (Black Sea, alternate),  
 
ECS: PANIGADA Simone,  
IUCN Med: TROYA Antonio,  
IWC: DONOVAN Greg.  
 
 
 

1. - Main activities on Research and Conservation 
 

RMTM1 - The ACCOBAMS Survey Initiative 

A preliminary survey in the North-Western part of the Black Seahas been carried out in summer 
2013. The project, ǘƛǘƭŜŘ Ψ{ǘǳŘƛŜǎ ŦƻǊ ŎŀǊǊȅƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ /ƻƳƳƻƴ CƛǎƘŜǊƛŜǎ tƻƭƛŎȅΥ !ŘǾŜǊǎŜ CƛǎƘŜǊƛŜǎ 
LƳǇŀŎǘǎ ƻƴ /ŜǘŀŎŜŀƴ tƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ .ƭŀŎƪ {ŜŀΩΣ ƘŀǾŜ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ƛƴ !ǳƎǳǎǘ нлмн ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ƳŀƴŀƎŜŘ 
by the MacAlister Elliott & Partners Ltd. (MEP, United Kingdom) and funded by the Directorate-
General for Maritime Affairs and Fisheries (DG MARE) of the European Commission. Both aerial 
and vessel based surveys have been conducted in the waters of Bulgaria, Romania and Ukraine. 
!ŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘΩǎ ǿƻǊƪ ǇƭŀƴΣ ǊŜǎǳƭǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǳǊǾŜys will be presented in 2014. 
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RMTM2 - Population structure 

A workshop on cetacean population structure was organized following a decision of the 
ACCOBAMS Parties on the advice of its Scientific Committee to identify key research priorities 
within the ACCOBAMS area that would elucidate population structure of the major cetacean 
species in the region and support their conservation and management.  
 
The principal aim of the workshop was to identify and combine different approaches to 
investigate cetacean population structure, and to promote a multidisciplinary approach through 
the collaboration of different research groups in the ACCOBAMS Agreement area, to help identify 
management units for the different species that occur regularly. 
The workshop agreed on the benefit of combining multiple approaches in population structure 
assessments, and on the vital importance of identifying Management Units for conservation. It 
also agreed on the need to identify different types of data, and stressed the importance of 
consideration of their relative strengths and limitations, as well as sampling issues that can affect 
interpretation of the results. Furthermore, it was underlined the important role that 
oceanographic features play on population structure processes and migratory routes.  
During the final discussion, several species and issues were identified for immediate attention 
with respect to investigating population structure. The participants underlined the importance to 
examine the status of short-beaked common dolphins particularly in Greek waters, following 
marked declines in the Eastern Mediterranean, and to investigate the possibility that the species 
Ƙŀǎ ƳƻǾŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ǎŜŀ ŀǊŜŀǎΦ wƛǎǎƻΩǎ ŘƻƭǇƘƛƴ ǿŀǎ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎ ƘƛƎƘƭƛƎƘǘŜŘ ŀǎ ƴŜŜŘƛƴƎ 
priority attention, given its relatively low abundance and patchy distribution, apparent strong 
ǎƛǘŜ ŦƛŘŜƭƛǘȅ ŦǊƻƳ ǇƘƻǘƻπL5 ǎǘǳŘƛŜǎΣ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ƭƻŎŀƭ ŎƭǳǎǘŜǊǎ ƻŦ ŀƴƛƳŀƭǎ Ƴŀȅ ŦƻǊƳ ǎŜǇŀǊŀǘŜ 
management units.  
 
Killer whales in the Strait of Gibraltar and Gulf of Cadiz were considered a population in need of 
urgent conservation intervention due to its small size and relatively high mortality rate. Further 
study of individuals from both Gibraltar and the Atlantic are important to elucidate population 
structure.  
 
Harbour porpoises in the ACCOBAMS Agreement Area were also deemed in need of urgent 
attention. Evidence that the isolated Black Sea population had experienced a severe genetic 
bottleneck in the last 30 years correlated with an observed marked decline in abundance makes 
it all the more important to investigate the genetics of the small number of animals reported in 
recent times from the neighbouring Aegean Sea.  
 
/ǳǾƛŜǊΩǎ ōŜŀƪŜŘ ǿƘŀƭŜ ƛǎ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ aŜŘƛǘŜǊǊŀƴŜŀƴ ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ ƭƻŎŀƭƛǎŜŘ ŘƛǎǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ŘƛǎǘƛƴŎǘ 
habitat preferences. At present, nothing is known of its population structure, and the workshop 
recommended that attention be paid to DNA sampling of individuals from within its various 
hotspots.  
 
Finally, the knowledge of the genetic identity of fin whales within different regions of the 
Mediterranean remains equivocal, with some evidence indicating genetic isolation from the 
Atlantic and other evidence suggesting interchange between the two regions. 
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RMTM3 - RMTM9 - Species Conservation Plans 

Tursiops  
In 2012, under the direction of Caterina Fortuna, the sub-areas coordinators were asked to 
process an extended report on the status of the bottlenose dolphin, according to the data 
available. 
 
A total of 10 contributions were received from 13 sub-areas (2, 3, 5, 6, 7, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13). The 
overall pattern shows an inhomogeneous and fragmented picture: only 5 sub-areas were able to 
produce a proper distribution analysis (presence/absence) of Tt within their geographical 
borders; only 4 sub-areas were able to produce an abundance estimate of Tt within their borders 
and only in two cases these estimates seem to be reliable and representative of the entire sub-
area (sub-areas 2 and 5). 
 
Following this first step, a short questionnaire was sent to all the sub-areas coordinators, asking 
for their perception in relation to the bottlenose status in each sub-area. We received 11 
complete answers from 13 sub-areas (1, 2, 4, 5, 6, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13). 
The bottlenose dolphin is considered as a regular species in all the sub-areas. It is considered 
stable in 5 sub-areas (2, 4, 6, 10a, 13); decreasing in 2 sub-areas (10b, 11); increasing in 2 sub-
areas (1, 5). In three sub-areas (8, 9, 12) the coordinators have no idea of possible trends (see 
attached report for complete results). 
 
Data shortage seems to be a problem in most of the sub-areas. However, at least in some cases, 
it is not clear if the effort to aggregate all the data available was profitable. The dispersion of 
data and the difficulty to aggregate these in a rationale system may be a common problem in 
several sub-areas. 
 
Ziphius 
/ǳǾƛŜǊΩǎ ōŜŀƪŜŘ ǿƘŀƭŜ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƪŜȅ ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎ for consideration by the Scientific 
Committee. 
 
The Scientific Committee has considered recent efforts produced by Ana Cañadas and colleagues 
to map highly used areas by beaked whales in the Mediterranean Sea and focused attention on 
the need to identify sensitive areas. The Permanent Secretariat was asked to prepare, with 
guidance from the authors, a fact sheet based on this study to communicate on this issue 
targeting in particular decision makers, navy sector and the general public. 
The Scientific Committee suggested also that a side-event on this issue could be organized on 
this issue at the next MOP. 
 
The Scientific Committee developed a Statement of Concern about Atypical Mass Strandings of 
Beaked Whales in the Ionian Sea, which had been sent to focal points in March 2012, but at the 
time of the Scientific Committee meeting had received no feedback. A drafting group (Giuseppe 
Notarbartolo di Sciara, Natacha Aguilar, Ana Cañadas, Alexandros Frantzis, Nicolas Entrup, Tim 
Lewis and Walter Zimmer) were charged to draft, by January 2013, a Recommendation 
reiterating the elements of the previous relevant recommendations from Scientific Committee, 
the Statement of Concern as well as new information if available. The recommendation was then 
reviewed, revised and endorsed by the Scientific Committee and submitted towards the Bureau. 
It contained sound information which is suitable to be used as a fact sheet and background 
briefing towards decision makers. 
 
! /a{ !ǇǇŜƴŘƛȄ L ƭƛǎǘƛƴƎ ǇǊƻǇƻǎŀƭ ŦƻǊ /ǳǾƛŜǊΩǎ ōŜŀƪŜŘ ǿƘŀle has been submitted to the CMS 
Scientific Council workspace for comment, and it is hoped that a CMS Party or several Parties 
would formally sponsor the listing proposal and submit it to the CMS Secretariat at least 150 days 
before the next Meeting of the CMS Conference of the Parties in late 2014. 
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Fin whale 
The fin whale is a highly mobile, pelagic cetacean found at its highest regional concentrations in 
ǘƘŜ ƴƻǊǘƘǿŜǎǘŜǊƴ aŜŘƛǘŜǊǊŀƴŜŀƴ ŀƴŘ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊƭȅ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ tŜƭŀƎƻǎ {ŀƴŎǘǳŀǊȅΩǎ ōƻǳƴŘŀǊƛŜǎΦ 
During the last few years, evidence was provided that fin whales occur in important 
ŎƻƴŎŜƴǘǊŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǿŜƭƭ ōŜȅƻƴŘ ǘƘŜ {ŀƴŎǘǳŀǊȅΩǎ ǿŜǎǘŜǊƴ ōƻǳƴŘŀǊȅΣ ƛΦŜΦΣ ǎƻǳǘƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ DǳƭŦ ƻŦ [ƛƻƴ 
towards the Balearic Islands, where in fact models predicted the presence of fin whale feeding 
habitat. Tracks of eight fin whales, derived from a satellite tagging experiment we conducted in 
the area in Sept. 2012, while stressing the importance of the Pelagos Sanctuary for the whales, at 
the same time confirmed the propensity of several whales to spend time to the west of the 
Sanctuary, in a vast area comprised between the shelf drop in the Gulf of Lion, the west coast of 
Sardinia and Catalonia. Furthermore, the prediction by the same models of the existence of 
ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ Ŧƛƴ ǿƘŀƭŜ Ƙŀōƛǘŀǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¢ȅǊǊƘŜƴƛŀƴ {ŜŀΣ Ƨǳǎǘ ǎƻǳǘƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ŀƴŎǘǳŀǊȅΩǎ ŜŀǎǘŜǊn 
boundary, were confirmed by observations at sea.  
MPAs can provide effective protection to cetaceans, although the high mobility of many species 
presents a challenge to the applicability of MPAs to their conservation. In spite of its large size 
(87,000 km), the Pelagos Sanctuary includes only in part the critical habitats of the cetacean 
populations regularly found within its borders.  
Since threats to cetaceans (e.g., maritime traffic, fishing, seismic exploration and effects of 
climate change) occur throughout the western Mediterranean, extending spatial protection to 
ŎƻǾŜǊ ŀ ƭŀǊƎŜǊ ǇƻǊǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎΩ ŎǊƛǘƛŎŀƭ Ƙŀōƛǘŀǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘŜǊ ǇƻǘŜƴǘƛŀƭ ŦƻǊ 
addressing these threats. With the significant increase in ecological knowledge acquired in recent 
years, and with most of the concerned area now having become within national jurisdiction due 
to the establishment of an EEZ by France and an Ecological Protection Zone by Italy and Monaco, 
it would now be possible to design and manage a zoned system whereby areas containing 
cetacean critical habitats outside and within the Sanctuary boundaries are afforded protection. 
{ǳŎƘ ǎȅǎǘŜƳ ǿƻǳƭŘ ŀƭǎƻ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘŜ ǘƻ ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ōŀǎŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ /.5Ωǎ 
Ecologically or Biologically Significant Areas (EBSA) in the region, and support the 
implementation of a Marine Spatial Planning scheme, whereby human activities impacting on 
cetaceans can be made to coexist with environmental protection. 
If a Conservation Plan for fin whales is requested by the Parties, it would be good to follow the 
effort by the International Whaling Commission to draft conservation and management plans 
(CMPs) for threatened species and work in synergy with them. 
 
Black Sea cetaceans 
The implementation of the Conservation Plan for Black Sea Cetaceans has been discussed at the 7th 
and 8th Meetings of the Scientific Committee. The list of priority actions needed for the triennium 
in collaboration with ACCOBAMS was considered and the importance of the funding and input by 
ACCOBAMS expertise was emphasized.  
 
The Scientific Committee expressed its concern about reports indicating the continued live 
removals of bottlenose dolphins from the Black Sea. Such activities are contrary to the objective 
set within the Conservation Plan for Black Sea Cetaceans, which foresees the elimination of live 
captures of cetaceans, and the provisions of the ACCOBAMS and the Bern Convention. While 
reports about illegal live removals do not describe the scale of such activities, concerns have 
been expressed over the lack of official recognition by the Georgian and Ukrainian governments 
of those facts that indicate the presence of illegal practice of taking live bottlenose dolphins from 
the wild and keeping them in captivity.  
 
The Scientific Committee produced Recommendation 8.2 aimed to urge the governments to 
carry out an inventory and thorough assessment of individual identity of all bottlenose dolphins 
kept in captivity by means of genetic, morphological and photo-ID methods and providing 
appropriate administrative measures in order to prevent substitution of dolphins that die in 
captivity by animals taken from the wild. 
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RMTM10 - Bycatch and interaction with fisheries  

! ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ά!ŘǾŜǊǎŜ CƛǎƘŜǊƛŜǎ LƳǇŀŎǘǎ ƻƴ /ŜǘŀŎŜŀƴ tƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴǎ 
ƛƴ ǘƘŜ .ƭŀŎƪ {Ŝŀέ Ƙŀǎ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ƛƴ !ǳƎǳǎǘ нлмн ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƛƴ !ǳƎǳǎǘ нлмпΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ƛǎ 
managed by the MacAlister Elliott & Partners Ltd (UK) and funded by the European Commission 
(DG MARE). The research team consists of specialists from Bulgaria, Romania, Turkey, Ukraine 
and UK. Draft regional strategy for reducing cetacean bycatch in the Black Sea should be one of 
the outputs. 

 
 

RMTM11 - Anthropogenic Noise 

In 2011 the Working Group became a joint ACCOBAMS/ ASCOBANS Working Group, and then in 
2013 the ASCOBANS Advisory Committee agreed to evolve it further to become a joint 
ACCOBAMS/ ASCOBANS/CMS Working Group reflecting that the CMS Family was addressing this 
issue with more seriousness. 
  
In this period, a contact database of industries was created and after collecting the input from 
different actors (industries, states, scientists, NGOs and others), a working platform was created 
in 2012 to exchange document on noise with the view of preparing a synthesis. A questionnaire 
was circulated to industries and experts, although the results of this initiative were limited. An ad 
hoc working group that met during the ACCOBAMS Scientific Committee proposed appointing a 
consultant for this specific work and the Scientific Committee agreed on a Terms of Reference for 
a project aimed to provide a synthesis of: 

 regulations, directives, resolutions, national laws, etc., about noise 
 Guidelines already in place to address noise issue 
 current available practices and technologies used to reduce the impact of noise 

 field and operational constraints regarding the implementation of the present guidelines 
 procedures to evaluate mitigation measures 
 as well as developing a perspective on what the best guidelines might look like, 

comparing these with the measures called for in the ACCOBAMS and ASCOBANS 
guidelines, and identify discrepancies 

Finally, the Terms of Reference also sought to identify the scientific information gaps preventing 
the development of better mitigation measures. 
 
Three documents have been developed through this consultancy and are presented to 
ACCOBAMS MoP5: 

 Doc22Rev1 - Anthropogenic noise and marine mammals: review of the effort in 
addressing the impact of anthropogenic noise in the ACCOBAMS and ASCOBANS areas 

 Doc23Rev1 - Implementation of underwater noise mitigation measures by industries: 
operational and economic constraints 

 Doc24 - Methodological guide: Guidance on Underwater Noise Mitigation Measures 
 
Comments were received from the Noise Working Group on all three documents, but time only 
permitted these comments being reflected in Doc 22 and 23 before the ACCOBAMS MOP. 
 
A symposium about sound and marine mammal was organised by the French Navy. The French 
Maritime Cluster (FMC) created an industrial working group on noise. Members of this working 
group reviewed the ACCOBAMS Noise Guidelines and responded to the questionnaire. Meetings 
were also convened to better understand industrial point of view about noise. 
 
The ACCOBAMS Scientific Committee was informed of a programme of seismic survey work 
scheduled to take place in the region of the Hellenic Trench including in international waters and 
reported to be starting in early November. The region constitutes an area of critical habitat for 
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the endangered Mediterranean sperm whale, whose population only numbers a few hundred 
individuals at best, and which, as a deep diving species, may be strongly affected by the loud 
noise used in such surveys. The HellenƛŎ ¢ǊŜƴŎƘ ƛǎ ŀƭǎƻ ŀƴ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ Ƙŀōƛǘŀǘ ŦƻǊ /ǳǾƛŜǊΩǎ ōŜŀƪŜŘ 
whale, another particularly vulnerable species, and the bottlenose dolphin, striped dolphin, 
ŎƻƳƳƻƴ ŘƻƭǇƘƛƴ ŀƴŘ wƛǎǎƻΩǎ ŘƻƭǇƘƛƴ ŀǊŜ ŀƭǎƻ ŦƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜǊŜΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ŀƴ ŀǊŜŀ ǿƘƛŎƘ !//h.!a{ Ƙŀǎ 
proposed should be designated as an Area of Special Importance/MPA because of its cetacean 
populations. 
 
Finally, during ASCOBANS Advisory Committee Meeting, a broadened Terms of Reference for the 
Joint Noise Working Group was adopted. These Terms of Reference represent the natural 
evolution of this group and the important work that it needs to address on behalf of ACCOBAMS, 
ASCOBANS and CMS.   
 
Also during the ASCOBANS Advisory Committee Meeting an offer from Sigrid Lüber of OceanCare 
to fill the co-Chair role for ASCOBANS was discussed, as Karsten Brensing was not able to 
continue in his role of co-Chair for family reasons. The ASCOBANS Parties warmly accepted this 
offer. 
 
The NWG would benefit from additional guidance as to the focus of efforts in the coming 
triennium and would welcome this being expressed in ACCOBAMS Res 5.15: Impact of 
Anthropogenic Noise. 
 
Hellenic Trench  
 
During the 8th Meeting of the ACCOBAMS Scientific Committee discussed a programme of seismic 
survey work scheduled to take place in the region of the Hellenic Trench, including in 
international waters.   
The Hellenic Trench constitutes an area of critical habitat for the endangered Mediterranean 
sperm whale, whose population only numbers a few hundred individuals at best, and which, as a 
deep diving species, may be strongly affected by the loud noise used in such surveys 
The Hellenic TreƴŎƘ ƛǎ ŀƭǎƻ ŀƴ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ Ƙŀōƛǘŀǘ ŦƻǊ /ǳǾƛŜǊΩǎ ōŜŀƪŜŘ ǿƘŀƭŜΣ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊƭȅ 
ǾǳƭƴŜǊŀōƭŜ ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎΣ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ōƻǘǘƭŜƴƻǎŜ ŘƻƭǇƘƛƴǎΣ ǎǘǊƛǇŜŘ ŘƻƭǇƘƛƴǎΣ ŎƻƳƳƻƴ ŘƻƭǇƘƛƴǎ ŀƴŘ wƛǎǎƻΩǎ 
dolphins. It is an area which ACCOBAMS has proposed should be designated as an Area of Special 
Importance/MPA because of its cetacean populations. 
 
The Scientific Committee called on the companies involved in the planned surveys to provide 
information to the Scientific Committee and take urgent precautionary action to protect the local 
cetaceans and offered its expertise to the relevant Greek authorities and the industries. 
In particular, the Scientific Committee drew the attention to the ACCOBAMS Noise Guidelines, 
including the deployment of visual and acoustic marine mammal observers empowered to 
require the shut-down of airguns if cetaceans are detected within the prescribed zone and urged: 

 that duplicate surveys should be avoided across the same area; 
 alternative approaches to seismic airgun survey should be sought and deployed; and 

 efforts should be made to avoid ensonifying adjacent areas simultaneously. 
In addition, there should be a full and transparent EIA. 
 
The Scientific Committee requested that ACCOBAMS Secretariat expeditiously transmit their 
concerns to the appropriate authorities and companies. 
 
Since the Scientific Committee meeting, informal reports have been received that the seismic 
surveys have now been completed. Indications are that the company plans to commence test 
drills, starting in the Ionian and possibly the Katakolon Seas, in the first half of 2014. 
The Scientific Committee has not been approached by either the Greek authorities or the 
company involved and has not seen the detailed of any Environmental Impact Assessment. 
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This situation has reinforced the imǇƻǊǘŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 9ǳǊƻǇŜŀƴ tŀǊƭƛŀƳŜƴǘΩǎ ŀƳŜƴŘƛƴƎ Ψ5ƛǊŜŎǘƛǾŜ 
2011/92/EU on the assessment of the effects of certain public and private projects on the 
ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘΩ ǘƘŀǘ ƴƻǿ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ŀƴŘ ŜȄǘǊŀŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ƳƛƴŜǊŀƭ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŘŜŎƛŘŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ 
the information to be provided within environmental impact assessments should include specific 
details that mirror those articulated in the ACCOBAMS Noise Guidelines. 

 

RMTM12 - Ship strikes 

ACCOBAMS and the International Whaling Commission (IWC) have recognised the problem of 
ship strikes within the ACCOBAMS area and have been working together to develop a better 
understanding of the issue and to develop effective mitigation measures. Several areas of the 
Mediterranean Sea were identified at the joint ACCOBAMS/IWC workshop on this topic as areas 
of particular interest due to shipping and cetacean densities:  
(1) the Strait of Gibraltar;  
(2) the Pelagos Sanctuary;  
(3) the area south west of the island of Crete;  
(4) the area around the Balearic Islands;  
(5) area between Almeria and Nador at the eastern side of the Alborán Sea; and in addition at 
the present meeting;  
(6) The Strait of Sicily and  
(7) The Bay of Biscay was identified as an additional area within the ACCOBAMS extension area. 
 
Collaborative work on ship strike issues should continues, based on the existing 
recommendations of the joint ACCOBAMS/IWC workshop as well as additional subsequent 
information received e.g. from the Bay of Biscay. The ultimate objective for ACCOBAMS is to 
collect information to allow a robust assessment of the extent of ship strikes within the 
agreement area, and develop and evaluate effective mitigation measures, recognising that there 
is no universal solution to the issue. While the animal welfare issue applies to all animals, priority 
for mitigation measures may be directed at areas/species where there is a probable population 
level effect. 
 
The IWC is funding the role of ship strikes co-ordinators to take forward work on this important 
issue including the recommendations of the joint workshop. It supports this initiative, noting that 
one of the co-ordinators (Panigada) is the Chair of the ACCOBAMS ship strikes working group. 
This will facilitate greatly the collaborative work with the IWC on this matter as well as regular 
exchange of ideas. 
 
Key components of the work of the ship strikes co-coordinators involve better communications 
with shipping companies and increased reporting of events via regional initiatives and especially 
the Global Ship Strikes database (http://www.iwcoffice.org/ship-strikes) and the Scientific 
Committee recommends increased efforts in this regard within the ACCOBAMS area. 
Continuation of the existing initiatives within the area is recommended, as well as the need by 
ACCOBAMS Parties to support and promote these efforts as recognised in previous Resolutions 
(ACCOBAMS Res 3.14, 4.10, CMS 10.15 and ASCOBANS 7.3). 

 
 

RMTM15 - Marine Protected Areas 

This workshop was proposed to examine best ways to spatially manage threats to marine 
mammals in Europe and adjacent seas both within and beyond MPAs. Attention was focused 
upon the areas covered by the two Regional Agreements (ASCOBANS and ACCOBAMS), including 
the area of overlap. The intention was to draw upon the direct experiences of policy makers, 
managers and scientists using case studies where appropriate from Europe and beyond; and to 
examine possible approaches to improve MPA management so that it can deal with the wide 
range of threats that impact marine mammal populations throughout their range. Emphasis was 
placed upon consideration of large zoned MPAs and the incorporation of multiple species across 

http://www.iwcoffice.org/ship-strikes
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marine taxa as well as more general ecosystem considerations. ASCOBANS and ACCOBAMS 
Secretariats kindly provided financial support towards the organisation of this workshop and 
participation of invited speakers. 

 

RMTM16 - Chemical Pollution and Marine Debris 

In 2013, the Scientific Committee of the International Whaling Commission (IWC) ran a workshop 
at the Woods Hole Oceanographic Institute (WHOI) that considered marine debris and cetaceans. 
The report of this meeting was submitted to the Scientific Committee (as paper SC/65a/Rep06) 
and its recommendations reviewed and endorsed. The workshop report will be published in the 
IWC journal in due course.  
 
A summary of the workshops deliberations are provided in Annex 2. 

 

RMTM17 - Climate Change 

No intervention and no presentation 
Please refer to the report of the Secretariat 

 
 

2. - Communication, awareness and capacity building 
 
 

Database 

INTERCET:  
Following experiences on Tursiops truncates conservation Plan (RMTM 5), the coordintor 
propose to start an extended data aggregation process on a common Web-GIS platform 
(INTERCET). 

A list of potential data contributors at Mediterranean level was processed (Annex 3). 

 
OBIS SEAMAP :  
!//h.!a{ ŀƴŘ ²5/{ ƛƴƛǘƛŀǘƛǾŜ Ƙŀǎ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¢ŜǘƘȅǎΩ Řŀtaset of 
cetacean sightings on OBIS SEAMAP: the Ocean Biogeographic Information System Spatial 
Ecological Analysis of Mega-Vertebrate Populations. OBIS SEAMAP is a spatially-referenced 
online database, which was developed by Duke University with the purpose to aggregate 
observations data from across the globe about marine mammals, seabirds and sea-turtles. The 
whole Tethys dataset, coming from 25 years of effort in research, includes over 8,700 sightings of 
cetaceans, accounting for over 69,000 individuals form both shipboard and aerial surveys:  
1. Shipboard survey 
¢ŜǘƘȅǎΩ ŘŀǘŀǎŜǘ ŎƻƳǇǊƛǎŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƪ ŎŀǊǊƛŜŘ ƻǳǘ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ мфус ŀƴŘ нлмл ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǎƘƛǇōƻŀǊŘ 
surveys, conducted mainly in the Mediterranean Sea, and especially in the Corso-Ligurian-
Provencal basin, in the Ionian Sea and in the Adriatic Sea.  The presence of cetaceans has been 
investigated also in the Atlantic Ocean (Canary Islands, Morocco coasts) and in the Caribbean 
Sea. This dataset includes about 7,627 cetaceans sightings (94% collected in the Mediterranean 
Sea) accounting for   24 different species of cetaceans and 61,091 animals. In addition 225,000 
km of research effort are provided.  
2. Aerial survey 
The Tethys-ISPRA aerial survey dataset comprises the work carried out between 2009 and 2011 
during a series of aerial surveys, founded by the Italian Ministry of the Environment, to provide 
significant baseline information on cetaceans distribution and abundance around Italy.  
The covered areas included the Pelagos Sanctuary, the Central Tyrrhenian, the Corsica and 
Sardinia Seas, and the Ionian Sea and the Gulf of Taranto. This dataset includes about 1,142 
cetaceans sightings accounting for 7 different species of cetaceans and 8,093 animals. In addition 
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69,903 km of research effort are provided. These surveys provide baseline data to develop 
efficient long-term systematic monitoring programmes, as required by a number of national and 
international frameworks.  
 
The Tethys data set may represent a significant contribution for a better knowledge of cetacean 
distribution in the Mediterranean. 
 
In 2011 the Brema Laboratory (Ukraine) has presented to EMODnet/EurOBIS three datasets on 
Black Sea cetaceans: 

 Cetacean sightings in the Black Sea, Sea of Azov and Kerch Strait (1993-2010); 
 Cetacean strandings in the northern Black Sea and the Sea of Azov (1989-2010); and 

 Cetacean bycatches in the northern Black Sea (1997-2009). 
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ANNEX 1: RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE SCIENTIFIC COMMITTEE 
 
 

Recommendation 8.1: Recommendations related to the ACCOBAMS Survey Initiative 
 

Background 
In 2003, the Scientific Committee first drew the attention of the ACCOBAMS Parties to: 

 the fundamental importance of obtaining baseline population estimates and distributional 
information of cetaceans within the area as soon as possible;  

 the fact that without such information (and a suitable monitoring programme) it is impossible 
to inter alia determine whether ACCOBAMS is meeting its conservation objectives;  

 its great importance in the assessment of risk, the determination of appropriate mitigation 
measures and the associated determination of priority actions. 

 
The Committee agreed then, and has frequently strongly reiterated since, that such work thus 
represents the highest priority for research within the ACCOBAMS area.  
 
Recommendations 
Nine years, several workshops and at least two MoP Resolutions strongly supporting the initiative later, 
the survey has still not taken place. This has been for financial rather than scientific reasons. An 
enormous amount of work has gone into planning the surveys and developing proposals ς and indeed 
revising them. The most recent re-evaluation occurred at a workshop held in Rome in 2011 (SC8/Doc 
05Rev); this resulted in a fully-developed cost-effective programme with a primarily aerial component. 
The Scientific Committee strongly endorses this updated proposal and strongly recommends that it be 
undertaken as soon as possible. Its 2003 view of its importance has not changed and indeed the long 
time period since has only increased its importance. This time aƴŘ ŀƎŀƛƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ /ƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜΩǎ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƻƴǎ 
on a wide range of subjects, the need for this synoptic survey has been reiterated, including capacity 
building. It is also fundamental to the ability of ACCOBAMS to meet its objectives and the new 
proposed ACCOBAMS strategy. It can also make a fundamental contribution to initiatives outside 
ACCOBAMS, including for example the MSFD of the European Commission. While the synoptic concept 
is fundamental to the ACCOBAMS Survey Initative, it was agreed that for the scientific reasons outlined 
in SC8/Doc 05Rev, it is possible to undertake the survey related to the Black Sea and adjacent waters 
separately (and see below).  
 
With respect to the Mediterranean component of the survey, the Scientific Committee noted that there 
is a Coproject led by the Sea Mammal research Unit in the UK to cover offshore Atlantic waters 
previously covered by the SCANS and CODA programmes, as well as a further T-NASS survey covering 
the remainder of the North Atlantic for 2015. While it is not practical to undertake the Mediterranean 
Survey in the same year, [2014] or 2016 are realistic if funding can be found and the Committee agrees 
that there are advantages in establishing a link between the ACCOBAMS survey initiative and these 
other surveys.  For example, this could allow synergies in terms of method development, 
implementation and logistics (e.g. in chartering aircraft/ships, hiring and training observers, etc). The 
feasibility of such a link should be initially investigated by the Scientific Steering Group proposed in 
SC8/Doc 05Rev (Birkun, Cañadas, Donovan, Hammond, Fortuna, Panigada). 
 
The Committee reminds the Bureau and the Parties of ACCOBAMS previous strong commitments to the 
survey. It was informed by the Secretary that a fund-raiser is being hired under an agreement with 
IUCN and the French Agence des aires marines protégées. It recommends that this be undertaken 
without delay. It also reiterates its previous recommendation of the need to hire a co-ordinator 
(initially part-time and with a focus on the Black Sea extension discussed below). The co-ordinator 
would work in close co-operation with the fund-raiser and the Scientific Steering Group.  
 
With respect to the Black Sea area, the Committee received information on a survey being funded by 
DG-Mare in summer 2013 that will cover about 25% of the Black Sea in its northwestern shallow water 
area. While the Committee welcomes news of the survey it reiterates the great importance of 
undertaking a synoptic survey of this region. Interpretation of the results from this quarter alone will be 
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difficult and it is certainly not possible to extrapolate the results from that area to the full Black Sea. 
The Committee strongly recommends that the whole of the Black Sea is covered this summer. It was 
infƻǊƳŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ {ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊƛŀǘ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ Ƙŀǎ ŦǳƴŘǎ ƻŦ ϵмрлΣлллΦ ¢ƘŜ /ƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜ ǎǘǊƻƴƎƭȅ recommends that 
this money be allocated to ensuring that the Black Sea region is covered.  
 
The Committee agrees that as a matter of urgency the Scientific Steering Group examines the existing 
plan for the Black Sea and determines the funds required to complete the Black Sea and adjacent 
waters in 2013, at the coverage level identified in SC8/Doc 05Rev. The Scientific Steering Group will 
determine options for the level of coverage based on the available funding and develop a final design 
and protocol. For the survey to succeed it agrees that it is essential that some funding be made 
available for the co-ordinator.  The Committee strongly welcomed the offer from MacAlister Elliot to 
work with the Steering Group to facilitate coverage of the whole area in a consistent manner. This work 
should be undertaken as a matter of urgency and investigation and precautionary applications for 
permits should begin immediately, in conjunction with scientists from the relevant range states (e.g. 
Turkey, Russia, Georgia). The Scientific Committee reiterates the greatly increased conservation and 
scientific value of covering the whole area synoptically. It urges the Bureau, the Black Sea Commission 
and the ACCOBAMS Secretariat to do all they can to ensure that the necessary funds and permits are 
made available. An important unique opportunity will be lost if this does not happen and only the 
northwestern corner is covered.  
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Recommendation 8.2: Recommendation addressing the continued live removals of Bottlenose 
Dolphins in the Black Sea 

 

wŜŎŀƭƭƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ !ǊǘƛŎƭŜ LL ƻŦ !//h.!a{ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜǎ tŀǊǘƛŜǎ ǘƻ άǇǊƻƘƛōƛǘ ŀƴŘ ǘŀƪŜ ŀƭƭ ƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊȅ ƳŜŀǎǳǊŜǎ ǘƻ 
eliminate, where this is not already dƻƴŜΣ ŀƴȅ ŘŜƭƛōŜǊŀǘŜ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ƻŦ ŎŜǘŀŎŜŀƴǎέΣ ǘƘŜ {ŎƛŜƴǘƛŦƛŎ /ƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜ 
expresses its concern about reports indicating the continued live removals, an additional direct take on top 
of the already high bycatch levels, of bottlenose dolphins (Tursiops truncatus ponticus) from the Black Sea.  
 
Such activities are also contrary to both the objective set within the Black Sea Conservation Plan for 
Cetaceans, which foresees the elimination of live captures of cetaceans, and the provisions of the Bern 
Convention.  
 
The Scientific Committee also notes that the Black Sea subspecies of bottlenose dolphin was assigned a 
zero trade quota by CITES in 2002 with respect to live captured animals and classified as Endangered under 
the IUCN Red List 
 
The Scientific Committee agrees with the concerns expressed in the IUCN Cetacean Specialist Group in the 
2002-2010 Conservation Action Plan for the World´s Cetaceans which stated that ´live-capture can become 
a serious threat to local cetacean populations and especially when it is undertaken ´without a rigorous 
program of research and monitoring´. The Scientific Committee is unaware of any stock assessment of any 
kind that has been carried out in relation to the reported live-captures in Georgia and Ukraine (e.g. 
Notarbartolo di Sciara & Birkun, 2010). 
While reports about illegal live removals do not describe the scale of such activities, concerns have to be 
expressed over the lack of official recognition by the Georgian and Ukrainian governments of those facts 
that indicate the presence of illegal practice of taking live bottlenose dolphins from the wild and keeping 
them in captivity.  
 
 
Therefore the Scientific Committee suggests to the Secretariat to: 
 
Send a letter of concern to the Georgian and Ukrainian governments recalling the illegality of live removals 
of cetaceans from the Black Sea and asking them to carry out: 
an inventory and thorough assessment of individual identity of all bottlenose dolphins kept in captivity by 
means of genetic, morphological and photo-ID methods  and providing appropriate administrative 
measures in order to prevent substitution of dolphins that die in captivity by animals taken from the wild. 
The Committee notes that the IWC Scientific Committee has guidelines on the practical aspects of the use 
of DNA registers for cetaceans. 
 
This communication shall be brought to the attention of Bern Convention Secretariat, the Black Sea 
Commission and the CITES Secretariat by the ACCOBAMS Secretariat. 
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Recommendation 8.3: Recommendation to work towards a Conservation Plan for fin whales of the 
Mediterranean 

 
Background:  
 

Fin whales in ACCOBAMS area face a number of actual and potential anthropogenic threats, including 
collisions with vessels, chemical and acoustic pollution, entanglement in fishing gear and disturbance by 
boats and climate change. ACCOBAMS has been working on issue related to the conservation of fin whales 
for some time and has established a steering group under Panigada to further this work. 
 
Appropriate habitat use and dƛǎǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴ ǎǘǳŘƛŜǎΣ ǘƻ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜ Ŧƛƴ ǿƘŀƭŜǎΨƘŀōƛǘŀǘ ǇǊŜŦŜǊŜƴŎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ 
investigate the existence of critical habitats for this species, are therefore needed to aid implementation of 
management measures to regulate naval traffic, fishing and whale watching. The Pelagos Sanctuary can be 
an important reference area for both research work and the development of appropriate mitigation 
measures that can then be applied throughout the full range of the fin whales in the Mediterranean.  
 
A workshop on 'fin whales research and conservation in the Mediterranean Sea' was held in Cadiz (Spain), 
on March 20th 2011, during the European Cetacean Society annual Conference. The workshop participants 
agreed to improve coordination between scientific groups operating at the Mediterranean level and to 
improve communications between researchers. The participants to the workshop agreed on a list of 
priority actions to be pursued, including among others:  
ω ǳǇŘŀǘŜ ŀŎǘƛƻƴǎ ƭƛǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ά!//h.!a{ Ŧƛƴ ǿƘŀƭŜ ǿƻǊƪǎƘƻǇέ ƘŜƭŘ ƛƴ нллрΣ  
ω draft concise research actions to fill the gaps, and  
ω prepare a list of experts active at the Mediterranean level.  
The need for a conservation plan was also discussed and the final decision was to wait for the report and 
the list of actions to be evaluated before deciding about the need for a full conservation plan following the 
approach developed by Donovan et al. (2008). This is not to suggest that some level of conservation 
concern for Mediterranean fin whales does not exist.  
One of the primary issues identified was the collection and analyse information on the distribution, 
abundance and threats to fin whales in the whole ACCOBAMS area. This clearly relates strongly to the 
ACCOBAMS Survey Initiative.  
Based on the discussions at the workshop and at the present SC meeting, the Committee agreed number of 
research and conservation priorities, including:  
 
(A) The maintenance or establishment of long-term systematic programmes to monitor trends in 
abundance and shifts in distribution in selected targeted areas and other areas of importance for the 
species such as:  
(1) Gulf of Lion and in general productive areas west of the Pelagos Sanctuary (mostly off France)  
(2) Central Tyrrhenian Sea to the south of the Sanctuary  
(3) Sicily Strait, particular in late Winter ς early Spring  
(4) Western Ionian Sea and possibly southern Adriatic 
(5) Eastern Mediterranean Sea (not fully surveyed, but increased incidental report suggest the area 
warrants further consideration)  
(B) The use of existing photo-identification databases as a long-term management and conservation tool 
and especially to compare photo-id data from the Strait of Gibraltar and western Mediterranean with data 
from the North Atlantic area. 
 
(C) Population structure and movements. This clearly relates strongly to action will be undertaken under 
the population structure initiative, but will clearly involve information from further genetic analyses, photo-
identification data and telemetry data (see Resolution 4.10 from MoP4). The Committee welcomed the 
information from a recent telemetry study provided by Panigada and looks forward to receiving the results 
of this work which inter alia will begin to provide important information on destinations of fin whales in 
winter time and possible links with the wider North Atlantic, with important conservation implications. 
Acoustic data can also play an important role. 
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The Scientific Committee recommends: 
(1) the importance of continuing work to elucidate the stock structure and movements of fin whales in the 
ACCOBAMS area, especially with respect to photo-identification, acoustics, telemetry and genetics ς the 
movement information is particularly important with respect to developing focussed mitigation against 
threats such as ship strikes; 
(2) the importance of the ACCOBAMS Survey initiative to provide a summer snapshot of distribution 
throughout the whole region as well as a reliable estimate of total abundance; 
(3) that the Steering Group to contact all of the working groups working in the area to update available 
information on fin whales, including those related to potential threats (e.g. see the work of Fossi on micro 
plastics /ref.) to consult on priorities for future work with a focus on conservation; 
(4) that the Steering Group works on an outline of draft conservation plan to bring together a summary of 
the available information (including the report of the ACCOBAMS climate change workshop) and priorities 
for the next meeting of the Scientific Committee, with a view to reviewing whether the time is ripe to 
engage with stakeholders to develop a full plan. 
 
The Scientific Committee reiterates the great importance of collaboration amongst research groups to 
forward conservation of fin whales within the ACCOBAMS region. 
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Recommendation 8.4: Recommendation on Ship Strikes 
 

Introduction: 
ACCOBAMS and the IWC have recognised the problem of ship strikes within the ACCOBAMS area and have 
been working together to develop a better understanding of the issue and to develop effective mitigation 
measures.  Several areas of the Mediterranean Sea were identified at the joint ACCOBAMS/IWC workshop 
on this topic as areas of particular interest due to shipping and cetacean densities: 

(1) the Strait of Gibraltar; 
(2) the Pelagos Sanctuary;  
(3) the area south west of the island of Crete; 
(4) the area around the Balearic Islands; 
(5) area between Almeria and Nador at the eastern side of the Alborán Sea; and in addition at the 

present meeting; 
(6) The Strait of Sicily and 
(7) The Bay of Biscay was identified as an additional area within the ACCOBAMS extension area. 

The Scientific Committee also noted the interest of ASCOBANS and the Pelagos Sanctuary on this issue and 
recommends increased co-operation with these entities. 
 
Objectives 
The Scientific Committee recommends that its collaborative work on ship strike issues continues, based on 
the existing recommendations of the joint ACCOBAMS/IWC workshop as well as additional subsequent 
information received e.g. from the Bay of Biscay. The ultimate objective for ACCOBAMS is to collect 
information to allow a robust assessment of the extent of ship strikes within the agreement area, and 
develop and evaluate effective mitigation measures, recognising that there is no universal solution to the 
issue. While the animal welfare issue applies to all animals, priority for mitigation measures may be 
directed at areas/species where there is a probable population level effect.  
 
Actions 
The Scientific Committee welcomes the news that the IWC is funding the role of ship strikes co-ordinators 
to take forward work on this important issue including the recommendations of the joint workshop.  It 
supports this initiative, noting that one of the co-ordinators (Panigada) is the Chair of the ACCOBAMS ship 
strikes working group. This will facilitate greatly the collaborative work with the IWC on this matter as well 
as regular exchange of ideas.  
 
The Scientific Committee confirms the above identified areas for concerted efforts with respect to data 
collection both for assessing the extent of the problem and for developing mitigation measures, especially 
the scope for modified shipping lanes.  
 
Key components of the work of the ship strikes co-coordinators involve better communications with 
shipping companies and increased reporting of events via regional initiatives and especially the Global Ship 
Strikes database (http://www.iwcoffice.org/ship-strikes) and the Scientific Committee recommends 
increased efforts in this regard within the ACCOBAMS area.  It welcomes and encourages continuation of 
the existing initiatives within the area and encourages the ACCOBAMS Parties to support and promote 
these efforts as recognised in previous Resolutions (ACCOBAMS Res 3.14, 4.10, CMS 10.15 and ASCOBANS 
7.3).  These efforts include: 
 

(1) training initiatives within merchant navy schools, companies (including ferry companies and whale 
watching vessels) and navies (e.g. see existing initiatives including those within the Bay of Biscay 
and the PSSA project for Pelagos, we recommend that the watch crew be trained in this issue. 
http://www.souffleursdecume.com/english/formation_collisions_EN.html);  

(2) promotion of the issue and the importance of reporting  via a number of fora including specialist 
marine press; 

(3) further evaluation and dissemination of information on mitigation approaches such as REPCET (see 
the joint workshop report); 

(4) additional co-operation with IMO (and the MEPC) both via IWC and CMS agreements but also 
through initiatives with member states (the most appropriate mechanism for IMO action); 

http://www.iwcoffice.org/ship-strikes
http://www.souffleursdecume.com/english/formation_collisions_EN.html
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(5) improved protocols for the identification of ship strikes via necropsies (there is a global initiative 
led by the USA in this regard); 

(6) investigation of incidence and nature of ship strike injuries within photo-identification studies; 
(7) encourage studies that improve access to the temporal and spatial distribution of  shipping 

including AIS information; 
(8) encourage studies that improve our understanding of the temporal and spatial distribution of 

cetaceans within the region including telemetry studies; 
(9) encourage studies to develop and evaluate mitigation measures, incorporating inter alia results 

from (7) and (8) above, recognising that appropriate measures will vary depending on 
circumstances and areas. 

 
The ship strikes working group of ACCOBAMS should continue to work on these issues and collate and 
report on relevant studies within and outside the ACCOBAMS area. It will foster collaboration with IWC, 
ASCOBANS, CMS and IMO and develop priority actions and studies, including the consideration of a project 
to develop a standard training module. 
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Recommendation 8.5: Recommendation on Ship Strikes Recommendation on Whale watching 
 
The Scientific Committee recognises the many potential benefits of whale watching from wide-range of 
perspectives, including economic, public awareness and education. From a scientific perspective, however, 
it notes that any expansion of whale watching activity in the agreement area should be carefully managed 
in order to minimise potential adverse impacts on cetacean individuals and populations. The Scientific 
Committee is also appreciative of the work conducted by the IWC Scientific Committee and Conservation 
Committees on whale watching and will also use information from this source to help inform its future 
work. 
 
The Scientific Committee therefore recommends that its work on the scientific aspects of whale watching 
issues continues, under the following topics (not listed in priority order).  
 
όмύ !ƴ Ψ!//h.!a{ ŎŜǊǘƛŦƛŎŀǘŜ ƻŦ ŀŎŎǊŜŘƛǘŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǿƘŀƭŜ ǿŀǘŎƘƛƴƎΩ will be developed and should take into 
account the ACCOBAMS Whale Watching Guidelines. The Committee noted that this certification approach 
will be trialled in collaboration with the Pelagos Sanctuary. 
 
(2) Continuation and expansion of national or regional training courses (based on the Pelagos expertise) for 
operators covering the biology of animals, risks, boat behaviour around the animals, how to achieve 
ACCOBAMS accreditation, involvement in scientific research, etc. 
 
(3) Continued consideration (including collation and review of scientific literature) of potential adverse 
effects on cetaceans and means to mitigate these with an emphasis on: 

 Population-level impacts 

 Swim-with activities; 

 Use of aerial spotter aircraft 

 ¢ƘŜ ŎƻƴŎŜǇǘ ƻŦ ΨŎŀǊǊȅƛƴƎ ŎŀǇŀŎƛǘȅΩ 
  
(4) Monitoring the activity of whale-watching operators in each country in order to obtain information on 
growth and development to try to identify potential problems before they become too difficult to manage. 
This will be assisted by the definition of a common protocol for monitoring whale watching development 
and a database to store the information. 
 
(5) Assistance in the development of methods to better inform the general public (including yachtsmen and 
other boaters involved in opportunistic whale watching) about responsible boat behaviour around 
cetaceans. This might include the integration of suitable cetology modules in official training for 
professional and recreational boat licenses and informative flyers in logbook and notices in harbour offices. 
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Recommendation 8.6: Recommendation on the conservatƛƻƴ ƻŦ /ǳǾƛŜǊΩǎ ōŜŀƪŜŘ ǿƘŀƭŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 

Mediterranean 
 

ά!ǊŜŀǎ ƻŦ {ǇŜŎƛŀƭ /ƻƴŎŜǊƴ ŦƻǊ .ŜŀƪŜŘ ²ƘŀƭŜǎέ ό!{/-BW) and mitigation protocols for anthropogenic 
activities using intense underwater sound sources 

 
Background 

 

¢ƘŜ /ǳǾƛŜǊΩǎ ōŜŀƪŜŘ ǿƘŀƭŜΣ Ziphius cavirostris1, is a predominantly deep-water (>500 m) cetacean, often 

associated with steep slope (>40 m km-1) habitats, with a preference for submarine canyons and 

escarpments, although sightings over the abyssal plane have been recorded.  

 

The Mediterranean population of Z. cavirostris Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀǎǎŜǎǎŜŘ ŀǎ ±ǳƭƴŜǊŀōƭŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ L¦/bΩǎ wŜŘ [ƛǎǘ2. 

Amongst all the anthropogenic pressure factors which represent a threat to the survival of beaked whales 

in the Mediterranean, impulsive man-made sound, in particular that generated by military sonar and 

seismic surveys, stands out as being of special concern. Events in which the underwater transmission of 

naval sonar has been linked to atypical mass strandings and deaths of beaked whales in the Mediterranean 

are listed in Annex 1 to this Recommendation. 

 

Concern about the impact of the proliferating use of high-energy man-made sound in the sea on the 

conservation of beaked whales is demonstrated by numerous provisions at the global, European and 

regional levels, and within ACCOBAMS itself (Resolutions and Scientific Committee Recommendations). A 

list of such provisions is contained in Annex 3 to this Recommendation. 

 

There have been a number of initiatives to prevent mortalities of beaked whales resulting from the use of 

intense anthropogenic noise sources. In the Mediterranean, the NATO Undersea Research Centre (NURC) 

ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇŜŘ ƛƴ нллф ǘƘŜ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘ άb¦w/ aŀǊƛƴŜ aŀƳƳŀƭ wƛǎƪ aƛǘƛƎŀǘƛƻƴ wǳƭŜǎ ŀƴŘ tǊƻŎŜŘǳǊŜǎέ3 (here 

subsequently referred to as the NURC-Mammal wǳƭŜǎύΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŀǎ ǿǊƛǘǘŜƴ άƛƴ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ƻŦ b!¢hΩǎ ǇǊƛƴŎƛǇƭŜǎ 

and policies of environmental protectionέΦ hƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀƛƴ ǘŀǊƎŜǘǎ ƻŦ b¦w/-Mammal Rules is to reduce the 

risk of mass strandings and other impacts on beaked whales in the Mediterranean related to NURC 

ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎΦ CƻǊ ǘƘƛǎΣ ƛǘ ǎǘŀǘŜǎΥ άb¦w/Ωǎ ǇǊŜŎŀǳǘƛƻƴŀǊȅ ǇƻƭƛŎȅ ƛǎ therefore to reduce the temporal and spatial 

ƛƴǘŜǊŀŎǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ǎƻǳƴŘǎ ŀƴŘ ōŜŀƪŜŘ ǿƘŀƭŜǎέ ŀƴŘ άObjective 1 focuses on the potential risk of beaked whales 

stranding as a result of the use of sound sources. As the specific behavioral reaction that results in the 

stranding of beaked whales in proximity to the use of sounds is unknown, the risk mitigation of NURC 

ŦƻŎǳǎŜǎ ƻƴ ŀǾƻƛŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ Ƙŀōƛǘŀǘ ƻŦ ōŜŀƪŜŘ ǿƘŀƭŜǎΦέ This means spatial mitigation, i.e. avoidance of areas 

with known concentrations of beaked whales, which has already been proposed as an effective measure to 

mitigate acoustic impacts4.  

 

An example of the effectiveness of spatial mitigation is the moratorium on the use of military sonar within 

50 nautical miles (nm) of the Canary Islands that was established in 2004; since then, no atypical mass 

                                                 
1 IŜǊŜŀŦǘŜǊ ǎƛƳǇƭȅ ǊŜŦŜǊǊŜŘ ǘƻ ŀǎ άōŜŀƪŜŘ ǿƘŀƭŜέ ǎƛƴŎŜ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ ƳŜƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōŜŀƪŜŘ ǿƘŀƭŜ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ 

represented by populations regularly occurring in the Mediterranean. 
2 See http://www.iucnredlist.org/details/full/16381144/0. Although in the online assessment the species is still listed 

as Data Deficient, its listing as Vulnerable has already been approved by the Red List Authority, and as such it will be 
posted soon on the Red List website (A. Cañadas, pers. comm.). 

3 NURC-Mammal Rules can be found at:  http://solmar.nurc.nato.int/policy/NURC-SP-2009-002.pdf ; NURC is now the 

Centre for Maritime Research and Experimentation (CMRE). 
4 Dolman, S. Spatio-temporal restrictions as best practice precautionary response to ocean noise. Journal of 

International Wildlife Law and Policy, 10:219ς224 (2007). 

http://www.iucnredlist.org/details/full/16381144/0
http://solmar.nurc.nato.int/policy/NURC-SP-2009-002.pdf
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strandings of beaked whales have been recorded in the archipelago5,6. The NURC-Mammal Rules (2009)3 

ǎǘŀǘŜ άSince the establishment of this policy, no deleterious effects as a result of Centre research are known 

to have resulted. Continued application of this policy and recommended mitigation measures will minimize 

the potentially harmful effects of sounds on marine mammalsΦέ IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ƛƴ нлмм (after the above 

statement was made) a new mass stranding of beaked whales linked to naval activities in the 

Mediterranean resulted in the mortality of at least 12 whales in Greece and Italy (Appendix 1), underlining 

the need for all navies to apply the NURC-Mammal Rules in the ACCOBAMS region. 

 

Efforts to apply spatial mitigation are hindered by a scarcity of beaked whale distribution data. To help 

identify areas of high concentrations of beaked whales in the Mediterranean, the Scientific Committee 

undertook a collaborative exercise to collate existing distribution data on beaked whales, and model 

beaked whale habitat use in the region7. This resulted in the identification of several areas where 

concentrations of beaked whales are observed or are predicted to exist. In many areas the scarcity of data 

made it impossible to predict beaked whale distribution. However, while stressing the importance of 

validating and enhancing the results of the model with further systematic surveys in the Mediterranean as 

time and resources allow, the Scientific Committee is confident that the data used in this project has 

already allowed the definition of several high-use areas for beaked whales with reasonable reliability. These 

areas should therefore be considered to be of special concern when human activities identified as 

representing important risk factors for beaked whales, such as the use of intense sound sources, are 

contemplated within such areas. In these cases effective mitigation measures should be applied. 

 

Atypical beaked whale mass strandings associated with naval activities have also occurred at locations in 

the Mediterranean outside of areas of observed and predicted concentrations. Given that some strandings 

of two or more beaked whales have been recorded in the region without any information about potentially 

harmful human activities occurring at the time, independently of the cause of these strandings (see 

Appendix 2), the stranding locations were used as indicators of areas of high risk for beaked whale atypical 

strandings.  

Mitigation methods include visual and acoustic monitoring for beaked whales and other cetaceans before, 

during and after activities using intense sound sources. However, beaked whales have shown behavioural 

reactions to sound at very low received levels8. This implies a very wide spatial range of effect for intense 

sound sources such as naval sonar, typically of the order of tens of kilometres radius depending on the 

source and transmission conditions. Such distances are beyond the practical detection range for visual and 

acoustic monitoring methods, except in training ranges instrumented with a network of hydrophones. 

Thus, ACCOBAMS agrees with the NURC-Mammal Rules in that avoiding areas of beaked whale 

concentration is an effective mitigation strategy3.  

 

Given the scientific evidence that military sonar has a negative impact upon beaked whales, with this 

Recommendation the Scientific Committee of ACCOBAMS wishes to support, with scientific data and 

procedures, the requirement that national parties, their navies and NATO apply effective mitigation 

measures when conducting noise producing activities in the region, thereby contributing to the 

conservation of beaked whales in the Mediterranean Sea.  

 

                                                 
5
Aguilar de Soto, N. & Martín, V. Canary Islands naval moratoria. Abstract presented in: Agardy et al., A Global Scientific Workshop 

on Spatio-Temporal Management of Noise. Report of the Scientific Workshop, Lanzarote, Canary Islands (2007). 
6 Fernández et ŀƭΦ [ŀǎǘ ά!ǘȅǇƛŎŀƭέ .ŜŀƪŜŘ ²ƘŀƭŜǎ aŀǎǎ {ǘǊŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ /ŀƴŀǊȅ LǎƭŀƴŘǎ όWǳƭȅΣ нллпύ W aŀǊƛƴŜ {Ŏƛ wŜǎ   5ŜǾΣ нΥн 

http://dx.doi.org/10.4172/2155-9910.1000107 
7 Cañadas et al. ACCOBAMS collaborative effort to map high-use areas by beaked whales in the Mediterranean (2012). 
8 Tyack PL, et al. Beaked whales respond to simulated and actual navy sonar. PLoS ONE 6(3): e17009. 

doi:10.1371/journal.pone.0017009 (2011)  
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Based on all these premises,  

 highly concerned that beaked whales in the Mediterranean are frequently exposed to human activities 

involving the production of intense underwater noise; 

 referring to the most recent information about Mediterranean areas having been identified as hosting 

high concentrations of beaked whales;  

 convinced that the production of intense underwater noise in areas identified as beaked whale habitat 

carries environmental implications and responsibilities; 

 ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ Ƴŀǎǎ ǎǘǊŀƴŘƛƴƎǎ όҗнύ ƻŦ ōŜŀƪŜŘ ǿƘŀƭŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ aŜŘƛǘŜǊǊŀnean are 

important additional indicators of areas of enhanced risk for beaked whales;  

 recalling and reconfirming the importance of implementing conservation actions defined within 

previous Recommendations adopted by the Scientific Committee of ACCOBAMS and Resolutions 

adopted in the various international fora, including those of the ACCOBAMS Meetings of Parties to 

which the Parties are subject (Appendix 3);  

 in particular calling on the Parties to apply the Guidelines contained in Resolution 4.17; 

 taking specific note of the recommendations contained in the report of the 7th Meeting of the 

ACCOBAMS Scientific Committee, where the following conservation actions were identified for beaked 

whales: a) a large proportion of areas within the Mediterranean, where depths are greater than 600 

m, are potential beaked whale habitats; b) based on existing knowledge of noise disturbance 

thresholds, beaked whales should not be exposed to noise where received levels exceed SPL 140 dB re 

м ˃tŀ Ϫ м Ƴ ǇŜŀƪ ǘƻ ǇŜŀƪΤ Ŏύ ŀ ǇǊŜŎŀutionary buffer around the preferred habitat mentioned in a) 

should be applied to ensure that the noise threshold is not exceeded 

 

the Scientific Committee strongly recommends the following actions: 

 

1. Designate areas already identified as high-use areas for beaked whales, areas where mass strandings 

have occurred, and a 50 nm buffer zone around all these areas (Figure 1), as Ψ!ǊŜŀǎ ƻŦ {ǇŜŎƛŀƭ /ƻƴŎŜǊƴ 

ŦƻǊ .ŜŀƪŜŘ ²ƘŀƭŜǎΩ ό!{/-BW). These areas should be considered for spatial mitigation (i.e., avoidance) 

by all ACCOBAMS Parties and NATO, as specified in the NURC-Mammal Rules. Use of naval sonar and 

underwater explosions should be avoided in these areas. Furthermore, the use of other sound sources 

that exceed 220 dB re 1 µPa at 1 m peak to peak source level (e.g. pile driving, seismic exploration) 

within ASC-BW should be fully justified with EIAs, including a report on the lack of alternative locations 

and an independently evaluated protocol to mitigate the impact of such activities. Marine Protected 

Areas are considered ASC for biodiversity and thus deserve the same level of protection. The Parties are 

encouraged to promote work that produces data to validate and augment the beaked whale distribution 

model in order to update and refine the delimitation of beaked whale preferred areas in the 

Mediterranean, and revise the location of ASC-BW accordingly. 
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Figure 1: Map of Areas of Special Concern for Beaked Whales (ASC-BW) in the Mediterranean (orange) not 

including existing Marine Protected Areas (MPAs). ASC-BW and MPAs deserve the application of spatial 

mitigation for naval sonar and, whenever possible, for other intense anthropogenic sound sources. ASC-BW 

include: i) the locations of recorded beaked whale mass strandings (red circles) included in Appendix 2, 

Table 1; ii) known and/or predicted high use areas for beaked whales7; and iii) a buffer zone of 50 nm 

around both i) and ii), based on the existing moratorium on the use of naval sonar within 50 nm of the 

Canary Islands archipelago5,6. Areas of unknown risk (grey) are those where further data are required to 

assess beaked whale presence prior to, and during, human activities of potential impact, according to 

Resolution 4-17 of ACCOBAMS and NURC Marine Mammal Mitigation Rules and Procedures3.  

 

2. Avoiding use of naval sonar within ASC-BW will indubitably reduce the risk of exposure to noise hazard 

and mortalities for a significant part of the population of beaked whales in the Mediterranean. However, 

until further data are available to refine the identification of ASC-BW, it cannot be guaranteed that some 

ŀǊŜŀǎ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦƛŜŘ ŀǎ άƻŦ ǳƴƪƴƻǿƴ Ǌƛǎƪέ όCƛƎǳǊŜ мύΣ Řƻ ƴƻǘ Ƙƻǎǘ ōŜŀƪŜŘ ǿƘŀƭŜ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǎǳǎŎŜǇǘƛōƭŜ ǘƻ 

ǎƻƴŀǊΦ ¢ƘǳǎΣ ƛƴ άŀǊŜŀǎ ƻŦ ǳƴƪƴƻǿƴ ǊƛǎƪέΣ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ ǇŀǊǘƛcular in the areas identified as beaked whales 

suitable habitat by the Scientific Committee during its 7th Meeting (see above), mitigation should always 

be applied before, during and after activities emitting intense noise sources, i.e. where source levels 

exceed 220 dB re 1 µPa @ 1 m peak to peak. The mitigation requirements should include dedicated 

surveys and monitoring efforts of all potential beaked whale habitats with 50 nm around the planned 

sonar activities. Mitigation requirements should be included in national regulations and take the form of 

rigorous and transparent planning, consultation and permitting processes with Environmental Impact 

Assessments (EIAs) whenever the use of these intense sound sources are planned in the Mediterranean.  

 

3. Define in the national legislations the requirements of mitigation protocols for activities where sound 

source levels exceed 220 dB re 1 µPa @ 1 m peak to peak. This should take into consideration the text in 




















































































































































































































































































































































